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Chapter 1: 1-50 

1. Will You be My Stepdaughter?” 

On 1 December 2013, Jeff Andres, a pediatric physical 
therapist who lives in Flint, Michigan, celebrated his 34th 
birthday. At the party, he proposed to Shana Warner, a 28-
year-old corrections nurse at a local prison, who said, “I 
knew something was up when he asked me to stand up as 
well. He told me that all he wanted for his birthday was me, 
and then he got down on one knee and asked me to marry 
him.” Ms. Warner’s six-year-old daughter, Ally, was 
delighted. Ms. Warner said, “She asks us all the time when 
we’re getting married.” Mr. Andres and Ms. Warner did not 
want Ally to feel left out, and so a few days later, on 7 
December 2013, Mr. Andres made a different kind of 
proposal to Ally just after she had talked to Santa Claus at 
Bronner’s in Frankenmuth, Michigan. Ms. Warner said, 
“Just as Ally had finished telling Santa what she wanted for 
Christmas, Jeff said, ‘Hold on, Santa. There’s one more 
thing.’ He got down on one knee and asked Ally to be his 
stepdaughter.” She said yes, and he gave her a $45 ring with 
a diamond flower. Ally offered Mr. Andres a dollar as 
thanks, but he declined to accept it. The wedding is 
scheduled for 7 March 2015; Ally will be a junior 
bridesmaid.1 

2. Shooting Hoops with an NBA Guard 

In December 2013, four neighborhood elementary-school-
aged boys knocked on the door of an NBA player — 
Sacramento Kings guard Jimmer Fredette — and asked him 
to come out and shoot baskets with them. For an hour, Mr. 
Fredette and the four boys shot baskets in a driveway. Mr. 

 
1 Source: Elise Solé, “Man Proposes to Girlfriend — and Her 6-Year-
Old Daughter.” Yahoo Shine! 9 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/msbgpgu>. 
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Fredette, who had not met the four boys before they knocked 
on his door, said, “They had some good courage to go up and 
talk to me and ask me to do that. I don’t know if I would 
have had the courage at that age to do that.” Jim “T-Bone” 
Cole, one of the boys, said, “It’s just really cool to meet 
somebody [famous] that you don’t have to pay. You just ask 
them to come over.”2 

3. Zach Randolph: Memphis Grizzly and Good 
Samaritan 

Memphis (Tennessee) Grizzlies forward Zach Randolph 
won the November 2013 Community Assist Award from the 
NBA. A press release stated, “The award recognizes an NBA 
player each month who best reflects the passion that the 
league and its players have for giving back to their 
communities. Kia Motors and the NBA are honoring 
Randolph for his continued dedication to helping 
underprivileged children and families in need. As a part of 
the NBA’s Season of Giving, Randolph distributed 900 
Thanksgiving food baskets at Booker T. Washington High 
School and Hamilton High School in Memphis. At both 
events, select families received tickets from Randolph to 
attend an upcoming Grizzlies game. Randolph also donated 
500 turkeys and 500 spiral hams to be given away to 1,000 
people at the Clarence Faulkner Community Center in 
Marion, Ind. In addition to Thanksgiving meals, he 
contributed 300 winter coats to students at Memphis’ A.B. 
Hill Elementary.” Mr. Randolph is happy to do good deeds. 
He said, “I love to give back to kids in need and from single-
parent homes because I was one of those kids growing up, 

 
2 Source: “Kings Guard Jimmer Fredette Shoots Hoops In The 
Driveway With Neighborhood Kids.” Thepostgame.com. 13 December 
2013 <http://tinyurl.com/l7slbdf>. Also: “Jimmer Fredette shoots hoops 
with young neighbors.” News 10 (Sacramento, California). Accessed 
16 December 2013. <http://tinyurl.com/n6fduch>. 
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so I feel as though I can relate. It’s a blessing for me to be 
able to help someone else.” In addition, a video that went 
viral in December 2013 showed Mr. Randolph at the 
sidelines of a game talking to a young boy with special 
needs. The young boy pointed to Mr. Randolph’s warm-up 
jersey, and Mr. Randolph took it off and gave it to him.3 

4. “I Don’t Know if You’ve Ever Had to Pick Out a 
Coffin for a Child. I Pray to God That Nobody Ever 
Has to Go Through That. It’s the Saddest Thing in the 
World” 

Patrick Ferris sells beer at Busch Stadium, aka “Baseball 
Heaven” to fans of the St. Louis Cardinals in St. Louis, 
Missouri. He enjoys his job: “I get to hang out with the 
Cardinals fans every day. Who wouldn’t love my job?” He 
worked Game 3 of the World Series on 26 October 2013 — 
a good night for tips. He did not keep the tips; he gave them 
away. Recently, the son of one of his best friends died in a 
house fire in Mehlville, Missouri. The day before Game 3 of 
the World Series, Mr. Ferris attended the funeral of seven-
year-old Brian Davis, Jr. He even helped Brian’s father pick 
out a coffin: “I don’t know if you’ve ever had to pick out a 
coffin for a child. I pray to God that nobody ever has to go 
through that. It’s the saddest thing in the world.” Mr. Ferris 
set up a Facebook page on which people can donate to the 
Davis family, and he gave his tips from the World Series 
game to the Davis family. He said, “I just felt like I had to 
do something. I kept trying to call Brian [the father] … and 

 
3 Source: “Zach Randolph Gives Shooting Shirt to Special Needs Child 
(VIDEO).” SLAM ONLINE. 12 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/lbrd56y>. Also: “Zach Randolph receives 
November KIA Community Assist Award.” Grizzlies.com. 11 
December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/qey47o8>. Also: “Zach Randolph 
gives shirt to child with special needs.” YouTube. 12 December 2013 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SUV8VPD2grs>. 
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I’m like, ‘Is there anything I can do?’ He can’t even talk right 
now. He still, to this day, can’t even get a word out. He’s 
like, ‘There’s nothing anyone can do.’ After crying for two 
days, myself, I just put that thing on Facebook. The only 
thing I could think of to do was to ask Cardinals nation for 
help.” He also made buttons that showed Brian, Jr., wearing 
a Cardinals baseball cap depicting Fredbird, the Cardinals’ 
mascot. Mr. Ferris said, “He was the kindest little boy you 
could ever imagine. Every single person that has met this 
little boy, he has touched their hearts. He was a huge 
Cardinals fan. Look at the pin. Brian, his dad, still is a huge 
Cardinals fan. We were born and bred. We have no choice. 
That’s how we were born and raised. We’re all diehard 
Cardinals fans. I’m hoping for a million bucks, but I’d be 
happy with $1,000. My main goal in all of this is that little 
Brian will not be forgotten. I want him to go down as the 
biggest Cardinals fan in history.” At least one other vendor 
donated his tips from Game 3 to the Davis family. Cardinals 
pitcher Adam Wainwright said about Mr. Ferris, “He’s a 
man who’s probably not gifted with glorious riches like a lot 
of other people in the world are. To give his extra, to give 
his meal money away, to help another man’s family out … 
it’s admirable and he’s obviously a great man to do that. We 
are proud of him. That’s carrying on the Cardinal tradition, 
isn’t it? Giving to those in need. Sometimes, when you think 
everything is as bad as it can get, you see other people having 
it a lot worse than you.” Mr. Ferris has children: 11-year-old 
Patrick and two-year-old Kaleigh. He said, “I was crying 
about it like a little baby. I called off work that night at the 
pizzeria, and I spent the night with my children, hugging 
them over and over. They probably thought I was crazy. We 
went over a lot of fire safety issues, like, ‘How to get out of 
the house if a fire happened.’ It was crazy.” He added, “I 
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don’t care if I had 100 billion dollars, I would not give up 
one of my kids.”4 

5. The Ted Kremer Baseball Card 

Ted Kremer, a 30-year-old Cincinnati Reds batboy with 
Down syndrome, got his own baseball card in the Topps 
2013 update. He has also worked in the Reds front office. 
His card is a variant, so it will not be found frequently, 
making its value greater. The front of the card features a 
photograph of Mr. Kremer and former Reds manager Dusty 
Baker. The idea of giving Mr. Kremer a baseball card came 
from Topps itself. Mr. Kremer’s parents praised the Reds 
organization for allowing their son to wear a Reds uniform 
for the photograph on the baseball card. Normally, only 
players, managers, and coaches wear the uniform. The back 
of the card has a paragraph about Mr. Kremer. Sports 
columnist David Brown wrote, “It might seem like charity 
to give a person with Down syndrome a chance at being a 
batboy for a day. Same with hiring him for the front office. 
And then to make a baseball card of him. And yet, all of it is 
deserved. Through his personality, his will and his utility, 
Kremer made himself a real member of the Reds. He’s on 
the team. He’s just as worthy as anyone else. Good for 
Topps, making a Ted Kremer card.”5 

 
4 Source: David Brown, “Cardinals beer vendor donates tips to help 
family of St. Louis boy killed in fire.” Yahoo Sports. 26 October 2013 
<http://sports.yahoo.com/blogs/mlb-big-league-stew/cardinals-beer-
vendor-donates-tips-help-family-st-033139106--mlb.html>. Also: Pat 
the Beer Man. Facebook. Accessed 28 October 2013 
<https://www.facebook.com/patthebeerman/posts/606766879370091>. 
5 Source: David Brown, “Ted Kremer — the Cincinnati Reds batboy 
with Down syndrome — gets his own baseball card.” 
Sports.Yahoo.com. 24 October 2013 
<http://sports.yahoo.com/blogs/mlb-big-league-stew/ted-kremer-reds-
bat-boy-down-syndrome-gets-171618441--mlb.html>. 
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6. “We Ended Up Losing the Game on the Scoreboard. 
But That Right There, I Call It a Victory” 

In November 2013, Cody Primeaux, age 13, argued with a 
baseball umpire. Cody, a catcher, told the umpire that he 
(Cody) had missed a tag and therefore the runner was safe 
and had scored, although the umpire had ruled that Cody had 
tagged the runner out. Umpire Kenny King said, “Cody 
looked at me and said, ‘I missed him.’ And I said, ‘What?’ 
And he said, ‘Yes, sir, I missed him.’” Cody’s mother, Rene, 
said, “I came home that night and was just so proud of him.” 
She posted the encounter on Facebook for her family to see. 
Umpire King changed his call, the run counted, and Cody’s 
team lost by one run. Cody’s head coach, David 
Biddlecombe, said, “We ended up losing the game on the 
scoreboard. But that right there, I call it a victory.”6 

7. Manny Malhotra, a Metal Detector, and a Good Deed 

Manny Malhotra missed most of the 2013 National Hockey 
League season because of a 2011 eye injury. In October 
2013 he had a professional tryout contract with the Charlotte 
[North Carolina] Checkers of the American Hockey League 
and participated in a team-building outing with his fellow 
players at a paintball facility. Unfortunately, Checkers center 
Brendan Woods, an AHL rookie, lost a religious medal that 
his late grandfather had given to him — the Pope had blessed 
the religious medal. Mr. Malhotra decided to find that medal. 
Paul Branecky wrote on the Checkers’ website, “Without 
telling Woods, Malhotra, who had known the rookie forward 
for a little over two weeks, bought a metal detector, drove to 
the paintball field and searched. When unable to find the 
medal, Malhotra told Woods about it, and the two returned 

 
6 Source: Doug Warner, “Bossier teen chooses honesty over victory at 
all costs.” WSFA (Montgomery, Alabama). 21 November 2013; 
updated 22 November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/km26gtl>. 
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to the field to look again on Wednesday. Together, they 
found it.” Mr. Malhotra has previously had Mr. Woods’ 
back. On October 20, Raphael Bussieres of the Iowa Wild 
roughed up Mr. Woods in a game. Mr. Malhotra then fought 
Mr. Bussieres on the ice. Mr. Woods said, “It was awesome. 
It shows that he’s on your side and willing to do whatever it 
takes for a teammate.”7 

8. Sneak Along and Do Good Deeds 

Retired hockey superstar Bobby Orr does not write much 
about his many good deeds in his autobiography, Orr: My 
Story, but Boston Globe (Massachusetts) reporter Bob 
Hohler wrote about them in his 29 September 2013 article 
titled “At 65, Bobby Orr is focused on doing good — 
quietly.” For example: 

• Kevin Keyes just barely knew Bobby Orr, who won the 
Stanley Cup with the Boston Bruins in 1970 and 1972, but 
Mr. Orr invited him and his four children to visit him in his 
home. Mr. Keyes knocked at the front door, but no one 
answered. Then he knocked at the side door, but no one 
answered. Mr. Keyes was greatly disappointed, and he told 
his kids to get in the car. Just then, Mr. Orr showed up. He 
had been stretching in the back yard, and he heard noise out 
front. Mr. Orr said to the children, “Everybody huddle up. 
We’re going to have a good time, but I want you to promise 
me one thing first. Promise me you won’t tell your mother 
that your father brought you a day early. You were supposed 
to be here tomorrow.” He then spent hours with the children, 
including six-year-old hockey-fan Kevin Keyes Jr., who is 
legally blind. Mr. Keyes said, “The greatest hockey player 

 
7 Source: Greg Wyshynski, “Manny Malhotra, a metal detector and a 
marvelous good deed for rookie.” Yahoo Sports! 24 October 2013 
<http://sports.yahoo.com/blogs/nhl-puck-daddy/manny-malhotra-
metal-detector-marvelous-good-deed-rookie-214519470--nhl.html>. 
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in the world, knowing he would get no recognition for it, 
took an interest in a bricklayer’s son who needed a ray of 
sunshine in his life. He is the nicest, most generous, most 
sincere person my children will ever meet. He changed our 
lives.” 

• Mr. Orr helped rescue a former Bruin teammate from 
alcohol and drug addiction. Mr. Orr himself usually limited 
himself to two drinks per party (before he gave up alcohol), 
and he helped his teammates to control their drinking. Bruins 
teammate Derek Sanderson said, “A lot of us didn’t know 
how to behave at that age. It was easy to get stupid. Bobby 
felt very strongly about how you should act. It came to him 
naturally, but he had to help us. He would say, ‘Derek, would 
you shut your mouth?’” In the late 1970s, Mr. Orr discovered 
that Mr. Sanderson was addicted to alcohol and drugs and 
helped him clean up. Mr. Orr took him to detox, and each 
time Mr. Sanderson relapsed, he took him again to detox. 
Mr. Orr paid all the detox bills. Mr. Sanderson, sober since 
1980, said, “He helped save me. Bobby knew it wasn’t going 
to be an easy process, and he never gave up. He was always 
there.” Mr. Sanderson now has a career as a financial 
advisor.  

• In 1986, social studies teacher Christa McAuliffe died 
aboard the space shuttle Challenger. Her family members 
were Bruins fans, and Mr. Orr visited them in Concord, New 
Hampshire. 

• In 1976, Dr. Murray Feingold, a research physician, asked 
Mr. Orr to visit a seriously ill boy. Mr. Orr agreed to visit the 
boy in a hospital in Boston on one condition: the visit must 
remain secret. Mr. Orr visited the boy, but when he left the 
boy, reporters surrounded Mr. Orr, who glared at Dr. 
Feingold, who said, “Oh my God, Bobby, I had nothing to 
do with this!” It turned out that the ill boy’s mother had 
alerted the media. 
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• In 1995, Mr. Orr turned his house into a Hospice for former 
Bruins trainer John “Frosty” Forristall, who was dying of 
brain cancer. Mr. Orr had roomed for several years with Mr. 
Forristall, who helped him rehab from his injuries. In 1970, 
Mr. Orr scored the goal that won the Stanley Cup for the 
Bruins. As a gift, Mr. Forristall had Mr. Orr’s skates 
bronzed. They are now in the Orr exhibit at the Hockey Hall 
of Fame in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, along with a bronze 
plaque inscribed with Mr. Forristall’s words: “May you be 
as proud and happy always as we were on May 10, 1970, 
when you unlaced these skates.” When Mr. Forristall 
became ill, he had little money. Mr. Orr cared for him until 
he died at age 51. Bill Forristall, Frosty’s brother, said, 
“Bobby knows how to spell the word ‘humble.’ He was very 
good to my brother.” 

• One of the victims of the 11 September 2001 terrorist 
attacks was former Bruin Ace Bailey, who died aboard one 
of the hijacked airliners that struck New York’s World Trade 
Center. Mr. Orr visited Mr. Bailey’s widow, Katherine, the 
following day. Mrs. Bailey said, “Bobby will always have a 
place in my heart.” 

• In 2012, Mr. Orr learned that James Gordon, a hockey 
player at Hingham High School in Hingham, Massachusetts, 
was fighting testicular cancer, so he arranged with James’ 
mother to visit him. He spent several hours talking to James, 
and he posed for photographs. After the visit, he sent 
individualized autographs to all the members of the family. 
Terry Gordon, James’ awed mother, said months later, “Who 
does that?” 

• In 1973, after the Bruins were eliminated from the playoffs, 
Mr. Orr helped his teammates to “kidnap” Phil Esposito, an 
injured teammate, from Massachusetts General Hospital so 
he could attend the after-game party.  
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• Travis Roy, a freshman at Boston University, became 
paralyzed after an accident in his first collegiate hockey 
game. He was in a coma for a month, and when he woke up, 
he discovered Mr. Orr by his bed. Mr. Roy said, “I remember 
Bobby sitting there and softly saying to me that everything 
was going to be OK. There was something about hearing it 
from him that was different from hearing it from everybody 
else. You just kind of believed him. You felt like he knew.” 
Mr. Orr visited Mr. Roy several times and has raised tens of 
thousands of dollars help spinal cord patients. 

• Robin Young, a popular television news personality, once 
was afraid that Mr. Orr, a married man, was going to hit on 
her. They had been on a flight together, and afterward, when 
she left her hotel to take a walk, Mr. Orr saw her and joined 
her. Ms. Young said, “I’m thinking, ‘Oh, God, what’s going 
on here?’ I always thought of Bobby as a gentleman, happily 
married, the golden boy. I’m thinking, ‘Please don’t 
disappoint me.’” She was uncomfortable, but Mr. Orr did not 
hit on her, and after the walk was over, Mr. Orr said, “Listen, 
Robin, you’re a young, lovely woman. Please tell me you’re 
not going to walk alone by yourself again after dark. Good 
night.’” Ms. Young, who now cohosts NPR’s Here and Now, 
said, “Bobby really is the golden boy. That’s what Bobby 
does.” 

• In 2012, a convenience store, Hillcrest Grocery, burned 
down in Parry Sound, Ontario, Canada. Mr. Orr had shopped 
there when he was a kid. He donated an autographed picture 
of “The Goal” — the goal he had scored that won the Bruins 
the Stanley Cup in 1970 — to help in a fundraising effort. 
The store’s co-owner, Sue Bye, said, “Bobby is beloved in 
Parry Sound.”  

• Even as a teenager, Mr. Orr was a good person. Jim 
Cuthbertson, his science teacher in Oshawa, Ontario, 
Canada, said, “I remember two things about Bobby. He 



 11 

always arrived with his homework done, even after long 
hockey trips. And he shared a lab desk with a real jerk.” 
Bobby was a good influence on his lab classmate. Mr. 
Cuthbertson said that Bobby was “a controlling influence, 
illustrating by example how the kid should act.” 

Mr. Orr does not talk much about his many good deeds: “I 
don’t do things to get ink. I just sneak along and do my thing 
and meet wonderful people, some people I’ve never met, 
new friends.” His mother, Arva Orr, taught him well. When 
Mr. Orr was internationally famous, reporter Parry Sound 
told Arva that he wished to interview her son. She replied, 
“Which one? I have three, you know.”8 

9. Avoiding Death by Dry Chicken Sandwich 

On 28 December 2013, ESPN’s Chris Fowler and Jesse 
Palmer were in the broadcast booth at Yankee Stadium in 
New York City reporting on the Pinstripe Bowl, in which 
Notre Dame defeated Rutgers 29-16. The most important 
action occurred at halftime, when Mr. Fowler began choking 
on a chicken sandwich. Mr. Palmer, a former NFL player, 
performed the Heimlich Maneuver on Mr. Fowler and saved 
his life. Mr. Fowler tweeted, “Never before needed a 
Heimlich at halftime. (Or any time!) thanks Jesse Palmer! 
He saved me from death by dry chicken sandwich. Really.” 
He also tweeted, “Not bad to have quick thinking, ex-NFL 
player around when Heimlich needed. I’ll take bruised ribs 
to avoid choking!”9 

 
8 Source: Bob Hohler, “At 65, Bobby Orr is focused on doing good — 
quietly.” Boston Globe (Massachusetts). 29 September 2013 
<http://www.bostonglobe.com/sports/2013/09/28/number-bobby-orr-
still-number/2QgHMeTyFcjwgoIKj2mlJL/story.html>. 
9 Source: Christ Greenberg, “ESPN’s Chris Fowler Says Jesse Palmer 
Saved His Life With Heimlich Maneuver At Pinstripe Bowl.” 
Huffington Post. 28 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/kg2j4z5>. 
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10. Band of Sharp-Dressed Brothers (and a Twin Sister) 

In November 2013, Danny Keefe was a six-year-old 
kindergartener in Mitchell Elementary School in 
Bridgewater, Massachusetts. He stood out in two ways: 
Because of childhood apraxia of speech (CAS) due to a 
serious brain hemorrhage, he speaks with difficulty, and 
because of personal preference, he wears a suit and tie to 
school every day. His grandfather Richard Osterman said, 
“CAS has not kept Danny down. He keeps up with his 
siblings as well as a host of friends, both children and 
adults.” Danny is the official water coach for the 
Bridgewater Badgers Div. 5 Peewees, and Mr. Osterman 
said that on the sidelines Danny looks like a miniature Tom 
Landry, the late coach of the Dallas Cowboys. He also has 
many friends on the team, including 11-year-old quarterback 
Tommy Cooney, who was upset when he learned some kids 
were making fun of Tommy because of his difficulty in 
speaking. A fifth-grader at Williams Intermediate School, 
Tommy said, “He’s such a good person. He doesn’t let it 
bother him. He goes on with his day. He’s a six-year-old kid. 
We should all respect that.” Tommy decided to wear a suit 
to school to show his support of Danny on a day that Tommy 
decided to call “Danny Appreciation Day.” He told his 
teammates about the special day, and they all liked the idea. 
On 20 November 2013, more than 40 students wore suits to 
show their appreciation of Danny. In the Williams 
Intermediate School library, the suit-wearers cheered, 
“Danny, Danny.” Danny said, “This is the best day ever.” 
Danny’s mother, Jennifer Keefe, said that as a result of 
Danny Appreciation Day, “He feels so loved and protected.” 
Jimmy Peterson, age 11, said, “The coach calls us a band of 
brothers. He’s one of us.” Nicholas Lambert, age 10, said, 
“We’re all human and all the same. We’re all created equal.” 
Brett Jackson, age 10, said, “Whenever I see the big, huge 
smile on his face, it makes my day. He keeps his head high.” 
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Danny’s older brother, Tim, who is on the football team, 
said, “Every day he comes home and says he doesn’t care 
what other people think of him. He only cares what he thinks 
of himself.” Danny’s mother, Jennifer, thanked the Badgers: 
“Look at what happened from one person. You all have this 
in you. You can pay it forward. If you ever have the 
opportunity to stick up for someone or be their friend, you 
should do that.” Danny’s father, Mark Keefe, said, “This is 
all because of you guys. It has nothing to do with the adults. 
It’s all about a group of fifth-grade kids.” These students 
wore suits for “Danny Appreciation Day”: Thatcher 
Abbassi, Aidan Brien, Nick Brown, Cade Chiocca, Connor 
Chiocca, Max Compton, Tommy Cooney, Chris DeSantis, 
Danny Doherty, Vinny Forziati, Matt Giurleo, Ben Hogg, 
Cameron Hogg, Chris Hogg, Josh Hogg, Nick Hogg, Brett 
Jackson, Andrew Johnson, Joseph Jones IV, Matt Keefe, 
Tim Keefe, Larry Kirlis, Bobby Ladue, Nicholas Lambert, 
Jacob Lawson, Nick Longo, Riley Manning, Jack Morgan, 
Ryan MacDermott, Devin O’Leary, Jimmy Peterson, Kyle 
Phillips, Jake Prisco, Jason Revil, Brendan Rosher, Brian 
Rosher, Brett Rosher, Raul Sanjay, Jacob Spear, David 
Usher, Riley Welch, Zack Whiting, and Liam Woods. 
Danny’s twin sister, Emily Keefe, also dressed up.10 

11. “My Sister Sent a Wedding Invitation to Peyton 
Manning. He Actually Replied!” 

In 2013, the sister of Redditor LackadaisicalRomp invited 
football star Peyton Manning to attend her wedding. She 
and the groom were delighted when he actually replied to 
the wedding invitation — he wrote “Best Wishes” on the 
invitation. Unfortunately, he also checked “Regretfully 

 
10 Source: Rebecca Hyman, “Suited band of brothers stands up for 
unstoppable 6-year-old: ‘Danny Appreciation Day’ in Bridgewater 
honors kindergartner.” Enterprisenews.com. 21 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/kwv26lk>. 
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Decline.” Redditor jcond asked, “Where is the option for 
‘Regretfully Attend?’” Redditor Platypussy answered, 
“Right after ‘Delighted to Decline.’” Both, of course, were 
joking.11 

12. Good Guy Derrick Coleman 

On 22 January 2014, Redditor Lil_Endian posted on Imgur 
a photograph of two letters with this caption: “Hearing-
impaired little girl writes to Seattle Seahawks FB Derrick 
Coleman; Coleman is a GGG [Good Guy Greg] and writes a 
nice letter back.” Imgurian althanan commented, “Context: 
Coleman is the first hearing-impaired player in the NFL, and 
will be playing in the Super Bowl weekend after next.”  

The hearing-impaired girl wrote this letter: 

“Dear (my insperation) Derrick Coleman, 

“I know how you feel. I also have hearing aids. Just try your 
best. I have faif in you Derrick good job on January 20th 
game. GO seattle seahawks! here are the things we have in 
comen. 

“I where two hearing aids. I love sports. 

“Other things are I’m a identical twin and my twin where’s 
one hearing aid too!” 

This is Mr. Colerman’s 22 January 2014 letter in reply: 

“Dear Miss Koualcik, 

 
11 Source: LackadaisicalRomp, “My sister sent a wedding invitation to 
Peyton Manning. He actually replied!” Imgur. 2 December 2013 
<http://imgur.com/gallery/1Nf1quS>. Also: LackadaisicalRomp, “My 
sister sent a wedding invitation to Peyton Manning. He actually 
replied!” Reddit. 2 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/mxv236k>. 
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“Thanks for the letter. Really was great hearing from a friend 
who I have so much in common with. I aprciate [sic] you 
rooting for the Seahawks and me and hope you continue to 
do so when we play in the Superbowl!!! 

“I want you to know that I always try my best in everything 
I do and have faith in you & your twin sister too. Even 
though we wear hearing aids, we can still accomplish our 
goals & dreams! If you or your family [are] ever in Seattle, 
I hope we can all get together & play some sports or games! 

“Take care, 

“[autograph] #40 

“Derrick L. Coleman Jr.” 

Interestingly, Mr. Coleman first wrote “2013” and then 
corrected it to “2014” — something many of us do in 
January. 

Update 

In January 2014 on Good Morning America, Mr. Coleman 
surprised the hearing-impaired twins, Riley and Erin 
Kovalcik, who live in New Jersey, with Super Bowl tickets. 

As usual, Redditors had some good comments: 

1) GeneralAgrippa wrote, “Great to see athletes like this. 
This took, what, 5 minutes for him to write? And he probably 
made that girl’s year. I truly respect any celebrity who didn’t 
forget where they came from, I’m not a Seahawks fan but I 
am certainly a Derrick Coleman fan from now on.” 

2) GoldandBlue wrote, “When I was little I wrote a letter to 
all my favorite players. I got one response. Even though I am 
a lifelong Dodger fan, Chipper Jones will forever be my 
favorite player because he sent me a signed photo and 
baseball card. That lil girl will be the coolest thing in school 



 16 

when she shows everyone her letter. That small gesture will 
stay with her forever.” 

3) General Agrippa responded to GoldandBlue, “I know 
exactly what you mean. I am a lifelong Redskins fan but I 
was subject to peer pressure when I was 6 years old. All my 
friends liked the Cowboys and so I liked Troy Aikman to fit 
in. I wrote dozens of letters to my favorite players. I got 
responses in the form of preprinted postcards and they were 
nice. I understand that star players get more mail than they 
can respond to personally. 

“I got a signed photo mailed back to me by Troy Aikman. I 
have it framed on my desk at my parents’ house. Troy 
Aikman is a stand up guy and I don’t care what any Redskins 
fan says. Twenty-two years later and I still remember the 
thrill of opening that envelope.”12 

13. Good Sportsmanship 

On 7 November 2013, Al Nahdha and Al Ittihad, two Saudi 
Arabian football (American soccer) teams played each other, 
ending up with a 4-4 tie when the game ended. Early in the 
second half, Al Nahdha’s goalkeeper Taisir Al Antaif was 
about to make a clearance — that is, to kick the football out 
of the defensive area — but his shoelace was untied and he 
was obviously worried about his shoe coming off when he 
kicked the ball. In a show of good sportsmanship, an 
opposing striker — a Brazilian named Jobson — tied the 

 
12 Source: Lil_Endian, “Hearing-impaired little girl writes to Seattle 
Seahawks FB Derrick Coleman; Coleman is a GGG and writes a nice 
letter back.” Imgur. 22 January 2014 
<http://i.imgur.com/euu4O39.jpg>. Also: Lil_Endian, “Hearing-
impaired little girl writes to Seattle Seahawks FB Derrick Coleman; 
Coleman is a GGG and writes a nice letter back.” Reddit. 22 January 
2014 <http://tinyurl.com/kywgtax>. Also: Ryan Grenoble, “Seahawks’ 
Derrick Coleman Has Super Bowl Ticket Surprise For Adorable Fans.” 
Huffington post. 30 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/mwp97pk>. 
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shoelace for him. Taisir Al Antaif gave Jobson a high five. 
However, a referee ruled that Taisir Al Antaif was taking too 
long with the clearance and awarded the Al Ittihad team an 
indirect free kick inside the area. But the Al Ittihad team 
declined to take advantage of the indirect free kick and 
simply passed the ball safely off the pitch. Eurosport wrote, 
“Wonderful stuff — and it makes us all the gladder that, at 
the end of this incredible match, there was no winner. Or 
rather, there were 22 of them.”13 

14. “Our Bus Broke Down at the Stadium. Option A: 
Hitchhike with Fans. Option B. Wait. What Do You 
Think We Did?” 

On 9 November 2013, the United States national women’s 
soccer team trained at the Citrus Bowl in Orlando, Florida, 
but then the team’s bus broke down. No problem. They 
simply hitched rides with fans back to their hotel. Sydney 
Leroux and Alex Morgan were in one car. Ms. Leroux 
tweeted, “Our bus broke down at the stadium. Option A: 
Hitchhike with fans. Option B. Wait. What do you think we 
did?” Carli Lloyd, Hope Solo, and Abby Wambach rode in 
another car that was driven by Carley Painter. Ms. Solo 
tweeted, “What happens when your bus breaks down? Just 
catch a ride from our dedicated fans!” A little later, she 
tweeted, “We really do have the BEST FANS! I mean, 
having our backs when our bus breaks down? And getting us 
back to our hotel safely! Awesome!” And Ms. Wambach 
thanked Ms. Painter in a tweet: “Hey @CarleyPainter thanks 

 
13 Source: “Ref made to look an idiot after punishing players for 
touching moment.” Eurosport. 8 November 2013 
<http://uk.eurosport.yahoo.com/blogs/early-doors/ref-made-look-idiot-
punishing-players-touching-moment-183550907.html>. 
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to you all for the ride home today, buddy. Hopefully I’ll be 
able to return the favor someday!!”14 

15. A Generous Donation 

In 2008, playwright Alan Bennett, author of The Madness of 
George III, donated his papers to the Bodlean Library of 
Oxford University in England. Such a donation is a boon to 
scholarship, and it is impressive that Mr. Bennett donated his 
papers rather than sold them. In an opinion piece for the 
British newspaper Guardian, Max Hastings wrote that 
“Bennett’s gesture in promising his archive free to the 
Bodleian bucks the trend among British writers. Most, when 
offered large sums by rich American institutions, swiftly 
bank the cheques, in the manner of Salman Rushdie. If 
British universities want authors’ papers, they must bid for 
them, just as British galleries have to raise huge sums to 
prevent the export of aristocratically owned Old Masters.” 
Mr. Hastings hopes that other British authors will follow Mr. 
Bennett’s lead; indeed, he hopes that the generous donation 
will encourage Britons in general to be more generous. Mr. 
Hastings wrote, “His gift to the Bodleian is a noble gesture, 
and there are not many of them around. If it inspires his 
peers, and indeed the rest of us, to behave just a little more 
generously in our own lives, then it will achieve much more 
than provide a treasure trove for literary scholars.”15 

 
14 Source: Brooks Peck, “U.S. women’s team hitches rides with fans 
after bus breaks down at stadium.” Yahoo! Sports. 9 November 2013 
<http://sports.yahoo.com/blogs/soccer-dirty-tackle/u-women-team-
hitch-rides-fans-bus-breaks-201115661--sow.html>. 
15 Source: Max Hastings: “It makes us all feel better to see a good man 
doing something wholly benign.” Guardian (UK). 26 October 2008 
<http://tinyurl.com/k36qhfl>. 
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16. “I Embrace You with All My Heart”  

In 1957, Albert Camus, French author of The Stranger and 
The Plague, was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature. He 
sent this thank-you letter to Louis Germain, a former teacher: 

“19 November 1957 

“Dear Monsieur Germain, 

“I let the commotion around me these days subside a bit 
before speaking to you from the bottom of my heart. I have 
just been given far too great an honour, one I neither sought 
nor solicited. 

“But when I heard the news, my first thought, after my 
mother, was of you. Without you, without the affectionate 
hand you extended to the small poor child that I was, without 
your teaching and example, none of all this would have 
happened. 

“I don’t make too much of this sort of honour. But at least it 
gives me the opportunity to tell you what you have been and 
still are for me, and to assure you that your efforts, your 
work, and the generous heart you put into it still live in one 
of your little schoolboys who, despite the years, has never 
stopped being your grateful pupil. I embrace you with all my 
heart. 

“Albert Camus”16 

17. “I’d Rather Something be Absolutely Honest, 
Unscripted, and Trivial than Stage-Managed and 
Profound” 

Brandon Stanton, who calls himself a storyteller, enjoys 
talking to strangers, hearing their stories, and taking their 

 
16 Source: Albert Camus, “I embrace you with all my heart.” Letters of 
Note. 7 November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/l2o9blc>. 
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photographs for his blog, Humans of New York. He said, 
“My goal in a very short amount of time, using just a few 
[…] questions, is to find out something about that person. 
Something personal.” In his blog he posts people’s 
photographs and brief paragraphs about or quotations by 
them. He has heard such things as a dying man’s words of 
advice for his soon-to-be-widow: “He said, ‘Take the love 
you have for me and spread it around.’” Mr. Stanton said, 
“The fact that people are so willing to disclose shows you 
how much we avoid talking about these very serious issues 
in our everyday lives. I’d rather something be absolutely 
honest, unscripted, and trivial than stage-managed and 
profound.” One of the honest and unscripted quotations he 
got is this one from a member of a gay couple: “I went to a 
psychic the day before I met him. She told me I was about to 
meet the woman of my dreams. I said, ‘I’m gay.’” Here is a 
quotation about philosophy and ethics: “I can’t stand moral 
absolutism. You know, there’s always that guy who wants to 
point out that Martin Luther King cheated on his wife — as 
if he obviously couldn’t have been a great person if he did 
something like that. Or someone will bring out an 
inspirational quote, and get you to agree, and then inform 
you that Hitler said it. As if a good thought couldn’t come 
from Hitler. Moral absolutism keeps us from learning from 
the past. It’s easy to say: ‘Hitler was a demon. Nazis were all 
bad seeds.’ That’s simple. It’s much harder to say: ‘Is that 
humanity? Is that me?’”17 

 
17 Source: “Blogger makes intimate connections with strangers on 
streets of NYC.” CBS News. 2 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/mzqe5gf.. Also: Brandon Stanton, Humans of New 
York.” Accessed 3 January 2014 
<http://www.humansofnewyork.com>. 
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18. The Chalkboard Car 

The son of Redditor Bobitis got his first car, and he wanted 
it to be special, so for $45 of Rustoleum Chalkboard paint, 
rollers, and a brush, and chalk, he turned it into a traveling 
chalkboard. The son is Philip Romano, age 20, an artist from 
Armonk, New York. The license plates of the car — a 2004 
Hyundai Elantra — say, “DRAWONME.” He parks it in 
various places and invites people to draw on it. Mr. Romano, 
who wants to be a graphic artist, said that no one ever steals 
the chalk and that someone always writes, “Thank you,” on 
his car.18 

19. Non-Twerker Wins $50,000 “Twerking 
Scholarship” 

In January 2014, a 19-year-old single mom named Zaire 
Holmes won Rapper Juicy J’s $50,000 “twerking 
scholarship” without having to twerk. Juicy J, a co-founder 
of the Three 6 Mafia, partnered with Worldstarhiphop.com 
to launch the “Juicy J Scholarship Foundation” competition. 
He tweeted that “the best chick that can twerk” would win 
the scholarship. Actually, the scholarship application 
guidelines don’t even mention twerking. Ms. Holmes, who 
sent in a video as part of the scholarship application process, 
called herself in the video “motivated” and a “hardworking 
mom and student.” She is majoring in biological sciences at 
the State College of Florida and wants to be a doctor. Ms. 
Holmes is someone who actually read the scholarship 
guidelines. She said, “A lot of people thought you had to 

 
18 Source: Bobitis, “My son decided his first car was going to be a 
traveling chalkboard, so for $45 of materials he created a smile 
machine!” Imgur. 7 July 2013 <http://imgur.com/a/UAacm>. Also: 
Bobitis, “Chalkboard Car in NYC offers free smiles.” Reddit. 7 July 
2013. <http://tinyurl.com/l7f42r4>. Also: Joel Waldman, “Artist invites 
public to draw on his car.” Fox (New York). 5 July 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/mdal58t>. 
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twerk, but you actually had to read the rules.” In August 
2013, Juicy J told XXL Magazine, “You don’t have to be able 
to twerk to win this $50,000 scholarship. It’s not all about 
dancing and twerking. It’s about your personality. So I want 
people to know that if you want to twerk that’s on you but 
you don’t have to do that to win that scholarship. You can 
just send me a video of showing me how smart you are or 
what your goals in life are for me to give you this money. 
It’s for people who use their brains, too.” In January 2014, 
Juicy J said, “$50,000 is a lot of money, and I just don’t 
wanna waste it on just some chick twerking her [*]ss.” He 
told Ms. Holmes, “I came from nothing. You remind me of 
myself. When I was 19, I was like really, really working 
hard.” Oxforddictionaries.com defines “twerk” in this way: 
“dance to popular music in a sexually provocative manner 
involving thrusting hip movements and a low, squatting 
stance.”19 

20. “When Life Gives You Lemons, Sing” 

On 7 December 2013, Colorado-based a capella group Face 
got stuck at the Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport in 
Texas due to a freak ice storm. The band had a six-hour wait 
to fly back home to Denver, and they spent some of that time 
serenading fellow travelers and airport personnel with 
Christmas carols. A YouTube video shows them singing 
three carols: “The Little Drummer Boy,” “O Holy Night,” 
and “We Three Kings.” In the video, singer Cody Qualls said 
that even though he would have liked to be in Colorado 
because his wife is “very pregnant,” he was happy that Face 
was able “to connect with people in Texas.” At the end of 
the video, a band member said, “When life gives you 

 
19 Source: “Single Mom Wins Juicy J’s Twerking Scholarship Without 
Having To Twerk.” Huffington Post. 14 January 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/mqmz3b6>. Also: “Twerk.” Oxford Dictionaries. 
Accessed 21 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/kfdzwjn>. 
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lemons, sing.” According to Wikipedia, the six members of 
Face are Ryan Driver, J. Forest Kelly, Ben Lunstad, Mark 
Megibow, Cody Qualls, and Stephen Ross.20 

21. “Thank You, Weird Al!” 

On 1 November 2013, Redditor Lacuna_Caveat posted on 
Imgur a photograph of Weird Al Yankovic holding a sign 
that said, “GET WELL SOON, AMANDA!” This is the 
caption for the photograph: “My friend was seriously injured 
and is a huge fan of Weird Al. He heard about it and sent her 
this. Al is amazing.” On Reddit, TheGreatPastaWars joked, 
“Now to wait until my friend Amanda injures herself so I can 
then steal this picture and claim that I got Al to do this just 
for her. As I am not keen on waiting long, I may have to 
injure her myself.” ElderCunningham commented, “Al’s the 
sweetest guy. When I was 12, I went in the hospital with 
three brain tumors. Ended [up] spending three and a half 
weeks here. Al sent me a care package, and called me. Then, 
after I got out of the hospital, he invited me backstage at two 
concerts that summer.” Asked how Weird Al knew him, 
ElderCunningham replied, “A friend of my mom (who knew 
what a big fan I was) remembered that a woman she went to 
college with was friends with Al’s wife (Suzanne). So I 
didn’t know him directly, rather a series of connections got 
the events to happen.” Redditor psychodynamic1 
commented, “I am a huge Weird Al fan, and I have a 
standing date with my BFF to see him whenever he is in 

 
20 Source: “Face Vocal Band Shares Holiday Music at the Airport.” 
YouTube. 7 December 2013 <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Nq-
zoOIyfg>. Also: “VIRAL VIDEO: Stuck in airport during a storm, 
Colorado a capella act serenades travelers.” KDVR (Denver, 
Colorado). 9 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/qjakbq4 >. Also: 
“Face (a cappella group). Wikipedia. Accessed 10 December 2013 
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Face_(a_cappella_group)>. Website: 
<www.facevocalband.com>. Facebook: 
<www.facebook.com/FaceVocalBand>. 
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town. When I went through a really difficult life-changing 
event recently, this BFF met him at a book signing and asked 
Weird Al to write something nice to me on a card that said 
‘I Care.’ Weird Al took the time to write a very personalized 
note that continues to mean so much to me. He’s both a 
fantastic musician and great human being. Thank you, Weird 
Al!!!”21 

22. Justin Bieber Gets Engaged 

On 10 August 2013, Justin Bieber granted his 200th wish for 
the Make-A-Wish Foundation, becoming the first recording 
artist to reach that milestone. He met eight-year-old 
Annalysha Brown-Rafanan backstage at Philips Arena in 
Atlanta, Georgia. She received VIP treatment. According to 
the Make-a-Wish Foundation, “Bieber’s involvement with 
Make-A-Wish started in 2009 in Los Angeles when he 
granted his first wish. Since then, he has granted a wish at 
nearly every tour stop where he visits with wish kids and 
their families, takes photographs and signs autographs 
before they attend his concert. The tickets, which provide the 
wish kids and their families prime seating, are generously 
purchased by Bieber.” David Williams, president and CEO 
of Make-A-Wish America said, “Despite his relentless 
schedule, Justin has been genuinely committed to granting 
wishes since the very beginning and [is] a strong supporter 
of Make-A-Wish. Justin understands the impact on a child 
of a wish-come-true and how it can create positive changes 
in their outlook, help them feel better, and even influence 
their health.” Annalysha received the news on Christmas 

 
21 Source: Lacuna_Caveat, “My friend was seriously injured and is a 
huge fan of Weird Al. He heard about it and sent her this. Al is 
amazing.” Imgur. 1 November 2013 <http://i.imgur.com/PZL42jy.jpg>. 
Also: Lacuna_Caveat, “My friend was seriously injured and is a huge 
fan of Weird Al. He heard about it and sent her this. Al is amazing.” 
Reddit. 1 November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/mccagsw>. 
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Day 2012 that she would meet Mr. Bieber on 10 August 
2013. Her mother, Contrina Brown, said, “Justin Bieber 
makes her happy. And through all her illness and poking and 
all that, it just takes away from ‘I’m sick.’” Mr. Bieber 
tweeted to the Make-A-Wish Foundation’s Twitter account, 
“This is what it is about. Thanks.” Annalysha asked Mr. 
Bieber many questions about such things as his favorite 
place to travel and his favorite song. She also asked him to 
marry her. Mr. Bieber said, “Yes.”22 

23. Taylor Swift Dates Kevin McGuire  

In 2012, leukemia cancer patient Kevin McGuire (and now 
survivor) wanted music star Taylor Swift to be his date to the 
prom. Kevin’s sister, Victoria McGuire, launched a 
Facebook campaign to make that happen. Victoria wrote on 
the Facebook page, “Nothing, and I mean nothing, brightens 
Kevin’s day more than Taylor Swift. Kevin deserves more 
than anyone else a special event in his life and the one thing 
he wants is to go to prom with Taylor Swift!” Bill Scully, 
Kevin’s guidance counselor at Sterling High School in 
Somerdale, New Jersey, said, “Everyone here loves Kevin, 
and many of our students have known him for years. To see 
his dream come true would mean a lot to them.” The 
campaign came to the attention of Ms. Swift, who wrote on 
her Facebook page, “Kevin, I’m so sorry but I won’t be able 
to make it to your prom. But I was wondering, the ACM 

 
22 Source: “Justin Bieber Grants 200th Wish for Make-A-Wish.” Make-
A-Wish. 15 August 2013 <http://wish.org/about-us/media-blogger-
center/news-releases/2013/justin-bieber-200th-wish>. Also: Rachel 
Maresca, “Justin Bieber breaks Make-A-Wish Foundation record with 
200th wish after spending time with 8-year-old fan, accepting her 
proposal.” New York Daily News. 14 August 2013 
<http://www.nydailynews.com/entertainment/gossip/justin-bieber-
grants-200th-8-year-old-girl-article-1.1426605>. Also: “Justin Bieber 
— Make A Wish With ‘Annalysha.’” YouTube. 15 August 2013 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X8ZIVlQel7I>. 
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[Academy of Country Music] Awards are coming up. Would 
you be my date? Love, Taylor.” Kevin said, “Obviously, I 
said yes,” adding that the country-music event “is a lot better 
than the senior prom.” Unfortunately, he acknowledged, 
“I’m sick and I’m not sure if I’m able to [go].” As it turned 
out, he was too ill to attend the 2012 ACM Awards — so 
Taylor and Justin went together to the 2013 ACM Awards 
on April 7 in Las Vegas, Nevada. Kevin said, “I think Taylor 
is one of those people who you don’t really see that often. 
Going through what we’ve been through … it’s symbolic, in 
a way. It started my chapter with my cancer. Now it’s behind 
me; I can close the book on it.”23 

24. John Lennon’s First — and Second — Musical 
Instrument 

When John Lennon was a kid, he enjoyed watching The 
Goon Show, in which Peter Sellers, Harry Secombe, and 
Spike Milligan performed comedy. Also featured on the 
show was jazz harmonica player Max Geldray. John was 
intrigued by Mr. Geldray’s playing, and John’s uncle, 
George Smith, gave the boy a harmonica — his first musical 
instrument. John taught himself to play it, and during 
summer vacation, John and Leila, his cousin, took a long bus 
ride to Scotland, during which John played the harmonica 
almost constantly. The bus driver, a kind man, promised to 
give John a better harmonica the next morning if he would 
come to the bus station to pick it up. John talked the rest of 

 
23 Source: Zayda Rivera, “Taylor Swift keeps her promise, takes cancer 
survivor Kevin McGuire on a date.” New York Daily News. 8 April 
2013 <http://www.nydailynews.com/entertainment/gossip/taylor-swift-
takes-cancer-survivor-kevin-mcguire-date-article-1.1311020>. Also: 
Jim Fischer and Steve Wood, “Taylor Swift accepts date offer from 
teen battling cancer.” The (Cherry Hill, N.J.) Courier-Post and USA 
Today. Updated 24 February 2012 
<http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/life/music/news/story/2012-02-
24/taylor-swift-date/53231956/1>. 
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the day about the better harmonica he was getting, and the 
next day the bus driver, as he had promised, gave John a 
better harmonica. By the way, the Beatles had long hair — 
something unusual for men back when the Beatles became 
famous in the 1960s. A reporter asked the Beatles, “Are 
those wigs you’re wearing?” John replied, “If they are, they 
must be the only wigs with dandruff.”24 

25. Metalheads are the Nicest People 

On 21 November 2013, Imgurian mooncalled619 posted a 
photograph of music fans raising their hands with the index 
and pinkie fingers making the sign of the devil’s horns. The 
words that accompanied the photograph stated, “Just came 
from a Korn and Rob Zombie concert. These are the nicest 
people.” Lots of people wrote comments agreeing with 
mooncalled619: 

1) WeAreMadeOfStarDust wrote, “Yeah. A lens came out 
of my boyfriend’s glasses at Metalfest and people were 
helping to find it. Concerts just rule. :D” 

2) meismanator wrote, “The glasses thing happened to me 
too! Of all the concerts I’ve been to, these guys have 
ALWAYS been the best.” 

3) MikePowski wrote, “Went to a GWAR show a few years 
ago and three of the most dangerous looking mofos cleared 
a path to the front for a guy in a wheelchair.” 

4) sibidahey wrote, “But yes … as a huge KoRn fan this is 
so true. I lost count of how many people in wheelchairs were 
crowd surfing.” 

5) MuDerMooSe commented, “I once saw a man at a show 
who was pretty much a Viking. 6.5 ft tall at least, long blonde 

 
24 Source: Elizabeth, Partridge, John Lennon: All I Want is the Truth, 
pp. 11-12, 99. 
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hair, a majestic braided beard, and a kilt. I half expected him 
to pull a battle ax from somewhere. Spoke to him and he was 
the most polite person I have encountered at a concert.” 

6) Plax wrote, “This guy somehow lost his wallet at a System 
concert and it was returned in like 5mins. Word spread like 
wild fire and it was amazing.” 

7) BazkieBumercar commented, “I once came to a Cannibal 
Corpse concert wearing happy bright clothing while almost 
everyone [else] was wearing black. Nobody bullied me 
about it!” 

8) Last one, and on a somewhat different topic: 
GrowliePants wrote, “Mom was in the car while I was 
listening to Rob Zombie. She sheepishly rolled down the 
window and shot me a funny look. I asked her what she was 
doing and she said, ‘It sounds angry, so I’m letting some of 
it out of the car.’ My mom is hilarious.”25 

26. A Gift of Crystal Head Vodka 

On 17 January 2014, Redditor Honkie_Punch posted a 
photograph on Imgur with the caption “My mom’s fighting 
cancer (again), so Dan Aykroyd personally delivered her 
some vodka.” Mr. Aykroyd is the co-founder of Globefill 
Inc., which manufactures Crystal Head Vodka, which is free 
of additives and which comes in a bottle shaped like a skull. 
On Reddit, Honkie_Punch provided more information about 
his mother and how she knows Mr. Aykroyd: “She works 
with a family member of his, and has met him several times 
as he passes through the area. He was on his way down to 
New Orleans to shoot his part for a James Brown movie, if 
I’m not mistaken, and stopped by to check in.” 

 
25 Source: mooncalled619, “Just came from a Korn and Rob Zombie 
concert.” Imgur. 21 November 2013 
<http://imgur.com/gallery/IutMYzF>. 
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Honkie_Punch added, “She had breast cancer and is 
currently in remission. She just had a hysterectomy to take 
care of uterine cancer and is doing well!”26 

27. Christopher Walken Doesn’t Have to Walk  

Around 9:30 a.m. on 19 November 2013, two men identified 
by the Gothamist (New York City) as Sergio P. and Ash K., 
both age 38, saw actor Christopher Walken, who won an 
Oscar for Best Supporting Actor in 1978 for his role in The 
Deer Hunter, unsuccessfully looking for a taxi on New York 
City’s Upper West Side. Therefore, they offered him a ride. 
Sergio P. stated, “He said he was hailing a cab. Wasn’t 
weirded out [by the situation], but did look at us both and 
[got] into the car. We were really nice and told him we were 
fans and would be honored to give him a lift. [He was] totally 
cool with it.” Sergio P. added, “I have never picked up 
anyone. Not an actor or a random person.” Mr. Walken said, 
“I don’t want you guys to go out of your way. I am going 
straight downtown and you can leave me anywhere.” The 
two men drove him several blocks to the W. 40s. Sergio P. 
said, “Since we were in NY, he knew the area well but 
couldn’t believe how much things had changed. Also told us 
he was born in Astoria Hospital, because my son went to St. 
John’s High School. We talked about neighborhoods in NY 
and acting — he gave [Ash] advice on acting.” He added, 
“We had time to talk because there was traffic but it was 
moving. When we stopped at his destination he didn’t 
immediately get out. Finished the conversation and got out a 
few minutes after.”27 

 
26 Source: Honkie_Punch, “My mom’s fighting cancer (again), so Dan 
Aykroyd personally delivered her some vodka.” Imgur. 17 January 
2014 <http://imgur.com/a/JgRlE>. Also: Honkie_Punch, “My mom's 
fighting cancer (again), so Dan Aykroyd personally delivered her some 
vodka.” Reddit. 17 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/l388kwg>. 
27 Source: Ben Yakas, “Christopher Walken ‘Wasn’t Weirded Out’ 
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28. “To Do Something Like That [for] a Perfect 
Stranger is Just Unbelievable” 

After actor Paul Walker, most famous for The Fast and the 
Furious movie franchise, died in a car crash on 30 November 
2013, former Santa Barbara, California, jewelry store clerk 
Irene King recounted on her Facebook page a good deed that 
he had done several years previously during the holiday 
season. An associate in Bailey Banks and Biddle Jewelers 
told her, “There’s Paul Walker.” Ms. King remembers, “‘Oh, 
OK, yeah.’ I said, ‘Yeah, he’s a nice-looking man.’” A 
United States soldier who was home from a tour in Iraq was 
in the store shopping for engagement rings with his fiancée. 
Ms. King remembered, “She saw something that she really, 
really liked, but he said, ‘Honey, I can’t afford that.’” The 
engagement ring set the fiancée wanted cost $10,000. Mr. 
Walker overheard the conversation. Ms. King said, “He 
called the manager and he said, ‘Umm, the ring that those 
people are looking at — put it on my tab.’ Soon after that, he 
just left.” Mr. Walker also requested that his identity be kept 
secret from the couple. The store told the couple that the 
engagement ring set was a gift from a person who wanted to 
remain anonymous. Ms. King said, “To do something like 
that [for] a perfect stranger is just unbelievable.”28 

29. “What is Important to Me, However, is Time and 
Memories and Although I will Never be a Granny, I 

 
When Fans Gave Him Ride Across City.” Gothamist. 1 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/p2evthu>. 
28 Source: “Jewelry Store Clerk Recalls Paul Walker’s Anonymous Gift 
To Soldier and Fiancee.” CBS (Los Angeles, California). 2 December 
2013 <http://tinyurl.com/p3kbr5p>. Also: Jenny Depper, “Paul Walker 
Was a True Gem According to Jewelry Store Clerk.” Yahoo! OMG! 3 
December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/ovvzwzq>. 
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Measure Life in What You Did, Not How Long You 
Lived!” 

On 11 November 2013, Catching Fire, the second of The 
Hunger Games movies, premiered in London, England. 
Jennifer Lawrence, who stars in The Hunger Games movies, 
attended the premiere and spent a few minutes with 15-year-
old Jessica Hambly, who is in a wheelchair because of 
Mucopolysaccharidosis Disease, which Yahoo UK Movies 
News describes as “a metabolic disorder that makes the 
joints of the body weaker, nerves less effective and the heart 
and lungs […] not work as well as they should.” While 
walking the red carpet, Jennifer saw Jessica and went past 
the barriers to talk with her and have her photograph taken 
with her. Jessica was able to attend the premiere because of 
the Starlight Children’s Foundation, which grants the wishes 
of seriously and terminally ill children. Jessica is a big fan of 
The Hunger Games. Sarah Davey, Jessica’s wish granter at 
Starlight, said, “It really must have been truly amazing for 
Jessica to have Jennifer spot her from the other side of the 
carpet and make a very special visit over to her and then to 
kneel down beside her and say hello. Jessica looks very 
emotional and no words can describe what that moment 
means to Jessica and her family — it will continue to be a 
very special moment for them all, a wonderful memory to 
cherish whatever the future holds.” Jessica said about her 
illness, “Although my condition has gone wrong and got 
worse, its limitations are still minor things like not being 
allowed on fast or rockety rides but that’s not important to 
me. What is important to me, however, is time and memories 
and although I will never be a granny, I measure life in what 
you did, not how long you lived!”29 

 
29 Source: Orlando Parfitt, “The story behind amazing footage of 
Jennifer Lawrence comforting crying Hunger Games fan.” Yahoo UK 
Movies News. 12 November 2013 <http://uk.movies.yahoo.com/the-
story-behind-amazing-footage-of-jennifer-lawrence-comforting-crying-
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30. Why be Strong? 

The late Joe Weider used to write an advice column for 
Creators Syndicate about health and weightlifting. Someone 
asked him why anyone should work to achieve a lot more 
strength than is needed for day-to-day activities. Mr. Weider 
gave a number of advantages of achieving great strength: 1) 
being very strong gives joy, 2) setting goals and achieving 
them is satisfying, 3) lifting heavy objects becomes easy, 4) 
being very strong can help you withstand trauma from a fall, 
and 5) having great strength may help you save a life. Mr. 
Weider gave an example: The young son of his friend and 
fellow weightlifter Lou Ferrigno, who played the incredibly 
muscular Hulk in the television series The Incredible Hulk 
starring Bill Bixby, was playing in the driveway when a car 
started rolling down toward him. Mr. Weider wrote that Mr. 
Ferrigno’s “hulking muscles enabled him to stop the car 
dead in its tracks, averting potential tragedy.”30 

31. ood Guy Rick Harrison 

On 15 January 2014, Redditor MrsLeslie posted a letter 
written by Rick Harrison of the TV show Pawn Stars. The 
letter was written in response to a letter by a boy with autism 
who wanted to sell his Gameboy for $30. Mr. Harrison 
bought the Gameboy for $30, but then he donated the 
Gameboy back to the boy because he was such a big fan of 
the TV show. According to MrsLeslie, “Little J is a huge fan 
of ‘Pawn Stars,’ and he talks about the show incessantly. I 
encouraged him to write them a letter, which he did, and he 
offered to sell his Gameboy to them for $30. I added a cover 
letter describing J and his autism — and although I told them 

 
hunger-games-fan-192222247.html>. 
30 Source: Joe Weider, “Ask Joe Weider.” Creators Syndicate. 3 January 
2008 <http://www.creators.com/health/joe-weider/joe-weider-2008-01-
03.html>. 
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that I didn’t expect them to actually buy his Gameboy, I did 
ask if they could at least reply.”  

This is Mr. Harrison’s letter: 

“Hi [name redacted] 

“This is Rick Harrison from Pawn Stars. I got your letter and 
just wanted to thank you for watching my show. Enclosed is 
$30.00 for the cost of the Nintendo Gameboy. I’m donating 
the Gameboy back to you for being such a loyal viewer, so 
keep enjoying it and think of us when you play with it. 

“Chumlee says thank you, because he already has one and 
you were right, he does like it. You have a wonderful Mom 
who loves you very much. You are a lucky Boy. Always pay 
attention to what she tells you. You stay healthy and enjoy 
the New Year. 

“Rick Harrison”31 

32. A Love Letter from the IRS 

Redditor Palatadotados found this love letter — actually, a 
fan letter — written to his grandfather in February 1982 by 
five employees of the IRS office in Carbondale, Illinois: 

“Dear Mr. McNeely, 

“Several of us here at the Internal Revenue Office were 
talking about what TV commentators we watched and placed 
most trust and faith in. Everybody here agreed that your 

 
31 Source: MrsLeslie, “Boy sent a letter to his favorite show, along with 
a note from his mom explaining some of the boy's challenges. Good 
Guy Pawn Stars delivered!” Imgur. 15 January 2014 
<http://imgur.com/DLVs1Ab,cwGKeB7>. Also: MrsLeslie, “Boy sent 
a letter to his favorite show, along with a note from his mom explaining 
some of the boy's challenges. Good Guy Pawn Stars delivered!” Reddit. 
15 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/k5l8w8e>. 
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demeanor, sincerity and delivery on KFVS-TV was the best 
and that we all watched your evening and late night news 
and weather broadcast. 

“Most of us stated that they have watched your news and 
weather programs almost from the time that KFVS-TV came 
on the air over 30 years ago. We thought that you might like 
to know that you have a lot of friends who appreciate your 
honesty, sincerity and truthfulness in reporting the news and 
weather. 

“We all wish you health and happiness in the years ahead. 

“Very Truly Yours, 

[Signed by five IRS employees] 

“P.S. This does not exempt you from paying taxes.”32 

33. Teachers Who Care 

On 6 December 2013, Redditor TravisG15 published on 
Imgur this note that a friend — a fairly recently hired high 
school teacher — had gotten from a student: “I wish to thank 
you for the way you teach. I’ve learned so much this year. 
Also, I want to thank you for the day you bought me lunch. 
Thank you for helping me through this year, you’ve been so 
caring and supportive since my dad died. Honestly, you 
remind me of him a lot; tough and hard on people to do good. 
December 10th, is his birthday[. W]e[’]re doing a memorial 
for him if you’d like to come.” 

TravisG15, wrote, “Story behind this letter: one of his 
students was working at her family’s ranch with her father, 
he fell on some metal that went through his leg and he bled 

 
32 Source: Palatadotados, “I found a love letter from the IRS to my 
grandfather.” Imgur. 19 January 2014 
<http://i.imgur.com/CBgQp7L.jpg>. 
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to death in front of her. After the funeral she was going to 
drop out of high school. The day she got back he brought her 
Whataburger for lunch, she hasn’t been absent since.” 

As usual, Redditors made some good comments: 

Deradius commented, “Your friend should go to that 
memorial. It’ll be hard, and he’s done a great deal already, 
but the power of his attendance at that memorial should not 
be underestimated. 

“When I was nineteen, my father died. He was a 
tremendously influential figure in my life, an extremely 
involved parent, and I was lucky to have known him. We 
would have conversations until two or three in the morning 
about anything and everything; he was older when I was 
born, and knew he wouldn’t be around forever, so he did his 
best to pack a lifetime of discussions into the first couple of 
decades of my life. 

“Dad was a popular guy, in his own quiet way. There were a 
lot of mourners at the funeral. In the confusion, I did not get 
to shake hands with everyone, but as our car was leaving the 
funeral home for the grave site, I saw my old high school 
physical science teacher. 

“This guy had taught me three or four years prior. He was in 
his eighties, couldn’t hear, and walked with a cane. He never 
came up to talk to me at the funeral. He never shook my hand 
or went out of his way to see me. 

“But the sight of him shook me to my very center. Here was 
a man who I might’ve thought had forgotten who I was 
altogether. He knew not a single soul at the funeral, as far as 
I was aware. He had never met my parents. He certainly 
didn’t know my Dad. He was a bachelor, so no one even 
came with him. 
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“He had somehow found out about the funeral, remembered 
me after all those years, gotten dressed in what was probably 
his only suit, and come there. Just to be there. For me, and 
me alone. 

“And he didn’t even care whether I knew it. He was just there 
for me. 

“In that moment, he taught me so much about what it means 
to really care about your students. It runs deep, it transcends 
time, it’s entirely selfless and has nothing to do with personal 
gain. It is its own reward, and that caring alone, apart from 
anything else you might do, has the power to quietly change 
lives for the better. 

“Ever since that day, I’ve done everything I can to be that 
kind of role model and support for the people I feel 
responsible for. 

“I went on to teach high school for two years. 

“Last year, an alumnus of mine lost his Dad in a tragic 
accident. I hate public events. I don’t attend gatherings if I 
can help it. But you can bet I put on my best suit and stood 
at the back of the crowd for the service.” 

Cikedo commented, “There are plenty of teachers like this. 
But with the shift in focus from ‘what aren’t the parents 
doing at home?’ to ‘Why the f[**]k isn’t my kid getting 
straight A’s, it’s your job!’ — it’s easy to lose sight of just 
how many great teachers there are out there. 

“In fact, I bet if you think hard enough — there’s probably a 
teacher in YOUR past that you under appreciated (unless 
you’re just a super awesome person to begin with and you 
already let them know!). If you ever find yourself thinking 
back and thinking ‘oh man, so and so was such a good 
teacher/person…’, you should make an effort to let them 
know! 
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“One of my all time favorite teachers (now anyways. I hated 
her back in the day! Everyone did, she made us write a 10 
page paper.) almost retired because she felt under 
appreciated (or maybe that she wasn’t making a big enough 
difference, I don’t know exactly). I wish I could take credit 
for it, but someone gathered up a whole bunch of letters from 
students and gave them to her. That was 10 years ago, 
AFAIK [as far as I know] she’s still working!” 

some14u commented, “My first goal has always been to take 
care of a student’s basic needs. When laptops first came out 
(yes, I’m that old) I saw an admin[istrator] hand one to a 
student who was falling behind on their work (because they 
weren’t getting enough food at home). The student looked 
up at me with an expression that I’ll never forget. The 
expression could be translated as: How the f[**]k is this 
going to make me less hungry? 

“My desk is always filled with food, clothing, and contacts 
to help solve any missing basic needs. 

“Once a student [is] in a position to learn, teaching is easy. 
This is also the real difference between a poor school and a 
good school, a sleeping student and the student who always 
sits in the front row. Not much magic or chance involved, 
things play out exactly as you’d expect them to most of the 
time.”33 

 
33 Source: TravisG15, “A friend of mine just started teaching high 
school this semester.” Imgur. 6 December 2013 
<http://imgur.com/tVoCiec>. Also: TravisG15, “A friend of mine just 
started teaching high school this semester.” Reddit. 6 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/l9wb75v>. 
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34. “I was Just Sitting There Eating My Lunch and 
Then I Looked Over at Kuper and I Saw that His Face 
was Red …” 

On 2 December 2013, nine-year-old Emily Ogle saved the 
life of a classmate, Kuper Stevens, by performing the 
Heimlich Maneuver on him at Central Elementary School in 
Roxana, Illinois. She said, “Well, I was just sitting there 
eating my lunch and then I looked over at Kuper and I saw 
that his face was red ….” He was choking on a breadstick. 
Emily said, “And I’m like, ‘Are you choking?’ And he kinda 
nodded yes.” Fortunately, her father had taught her how to 
perform the Heimlich Maneuver when she was seven years 
old. She said, “I did the Heimlich maneuver and I guess I got 
it out, but I didn’t think so. So I ran and got the monitor, but 
I guess I already got it out.” To show his appreciation, Kuper 
bought her a necklace with her name on it and four king-
sized candy bars.34 

35. Teacher of the Century 

On 1 December 2013, Redditor Josephdirte, who was in 
second grade 22 years ago, posted a Good Girl Gina meme 
on Imgur with the caption “My second grade teacher 
deserves Teacher of the Century. Yet, I never told my 
parents.” The meme stated, “KNOWS YOUR FAMILY 
COULDN’T AFFORD SNACKS AND A NICE BAGGED 
LUNCH / SECRETLY GAVE YOU A BAGGED LUNCH 
WITH A TON OF SNACKS EVERY DAY FOR A YEAR.” 
On Reddit, Josephdirte provided some additional details: His 
parents did not send him to school without food; however, 
Josephdirte’s family had a lot of children in it, so that made 
money tight. Josephdirte wrote, “Her name was Mrs. 

 
34 Source: Sonia C. Halmon, “Quick thinking fourth-grader saves 
choking classmate.” KSDK (St. Louis, Missouri). 4 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/m44wm5r>. 
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Wilson. The class would have snack time each morning and 
I never had a snack. I was sent to school with a peanut butter 
and jelly sandwich but didn’t have a snack to eat during 
snack time. She noticed that when the other kids were eating 
during snack time I never got up to get anything from my 
backpack. Next thing I know she would give me a 
paperba[g], not only with snacks for snack time, but also a 
full lunch in addition to my pb&j. She kept this up for the 
rest of the school year.”35  

36. Driver Education Sometimes Goes Very Badly 
Wrong, But at Least One Teacher Did the Right Thing 

Sometimes, schools try to teach teens not to text and drive or 
not to drink and drive by showing them photographs or 
videos of horrible accidents. Sometimes, this backfires in a 
major way because a student relives the death of a friend or 
relative who is depicted in the photographs or video.  

On Reddit, earthtokylie wrote, “We actually had an 
assembly in high school that had a slideshow of horrific car 
crashes to dissuade teens from driving drunk. Kids in the 
audience were passing out and throwing up left and right. 
Some were like sobbing because of past experiences. It was 
horrific.”  

Eraser34 responded to to earthtokylie, “Yeah ours too, 
except there was a fireworks blast at the end of a video with 
kids trapped in a car on fire. I remember someone running 
out of the room as a picture of her dad or uncle was shown 
without her knowing beforehand.”  

 
35 Source: Josephdirte, “My second grade teacher deserves Teacher of 
the Century. Yet, I never told my parents.” Imgur. 1 December 2013 
<http://imgur.com/gallery/wVr2VjL>. Also: Josephdirte, “My second 
grade teacher deserves Teacher of the Century. Yet, I never told my 
parents.” Reddit. 1 December 2013 
<http://www.reddit.com/user/Josephdirte>. 
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Viperbunny responded to Eraser34, “That is horrible. I get 
trying to scare kids, but that is not right to do to someone. A 
girl was killed by a drunk driver my last year of middle 
school. In high school, some group used her story to dissuade 
people from drunk driving. This was at a private school, but 
most of her friends attended said school, and this is the 
school the girl most likely would have attended (small town, 
not a great school system). It was like it happened all over 
again. It was a horrible thing to do and whoever scheduled it 
should have known better. I was in her group of friends when 
it happened (we were more acquaintances than friends) and 
I attended her funeral. The whole thing made me sick. It was 
required and no one was supposed to leave during it, but one 
teacher, who lives in the town, took some of the people who 
were sobbing out and let them call home for a ride. The 
administration tried to stop her and she told them to stuff it. 
She really was a good person. There is a line and when it’s 
crossed it does more damage than good.” 

El_karacho added, “My best friend lost his sister in an 
accident when they were extremely young. He was the only 
one who didn’t lose consciousness and watched his sister 
die. He tenses up and gets skittish when there’s even fender 
benders on the side of the road. Those ‘WORLD’S 
WILDEST CAR CRASHES’ videos send him into a panic. 
If they had that kind of assembly and he was there I can’t 
imagine the sh[*]t storm he would rain upon whatever 
f[**]ked up mind thought that was a good idea.”36 

37. Words from a Nurse 

On 15 November 2013, Redditor Typat posted on Imgur 
some photographs with this title: “GF [Girlfriend] was 

 
36 Source: earthtokylie, “Crime Scene Photographers, what is the worst 
thing you have had to photograph?” Reddit. 19 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/qb8r56h>.  
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studying for the NCLEX at B&N when she found this 
envelope inside a review book! Just the encouragement she 
needs.” NCLEX stands for National Council Licensure 
Examination, and people must pass it in order to legally 
work as a nurse in the United States. B&N is Barnes and 
Noble. The photographs were of a handwritten letter with 
these words: 

“Words From A Nurse 

“So I’m assuming that if you’re thumbing through an 
NCLEX book that you’re probably nearing the end of 
nursing school. I want to start by saying that you should be 
so proud of yourself. You’ve worked so hard to get here, & 
I promise you, it’s so worth it. I’ve been a nurse for 12 years 
& can’t imagine doing anything else. 

“I want to let you know that the first year or two of school is 
the hardest. But don’t give up & remember why you decided 
to become a nurse in the first place. There are times when 
‘nurses eat their young’ — and when that happens to you, I 
want you to refer back to this letter. When you start your new 
job, find that special nurse to take you under their wing to 
show you the ropes. 

“A few other things: be patient, & don’t beat yourself up. 
Don’t take things personally, & when you’ve had a difficult 
situation, try to leave work at work. When you begin your 
job, two things that will make your day smoother are (1) 
learn to organize & build a routine & (2) prioritize. Two 
more very important things to remember are (1) be proud to 
be a nurse, & (2) believe in yourself. Also your instincts — 
they’re usually right! Also be kind to the nurses aides & 
housekeepers — you need them. 

“A few words about patients — Remember that it’s stressful 
for them to be there. Sometimes a smile, light touch, or hug 
is what they really need. Sometimes families can be tough, 
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but hey, we’re taking care of their loved one & they feel out 
of control. 

“So grab some coffee & study for the NCLEX. I’m certain 
you’ll do fine. But if you don’t pass, it’s not the end of the 
world although it might feel like it. You simply take it again, 
and that’s ok. 

“You’re going to be a great nurse! 

“Remember, be proud & believe in yourself! 

“You can do it! 

“XOXOXO 

“another nurse  

“<3” 

In addition, the nurse enclosed a $10 gift card for Starbucks.  

Redditors who are nurses also gave advice. For example, 
TurboTerror, an RN, wrote this: 

“Sweet nurse out there! I’ve been a nurse since 2009, and 
recently started in the ER [Emergency Room] last January. 
When I graduated and passed the NCLEX, I felt like I knew 
everything. Then I started my first nursing job and realized I 
had only just begun learning. A year later, I was pretty 
confident I knew what I was doing. Then I started in the ER 
and realized that I know so little, and that’s okay … just part 
of being a nurse. 

“As a nurse who has a few years under my belt, when I talk 
to the nursing students who aren’t afraid to say, ‘I don’t care 
if this is a stupid question, but what/why/how…?’ I 
immediately have respect for them and am eager to tell them 
what little I do know. 
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“The ones that act like they know everything, no judgment. 
I’m just not going to go out of my way to explain/help you. 
Just my two cents. 

“And to whomever the OP’s [OP = Original Poster] 
girlfriend is out there, good luck on the NCLEX. :)”37 

38. Teachers are Awesome 

On 30 November 2013, Redditor Balin453 created a Good 
Girl Gina meme captioned, “She was my favorite teacher 
[even] before this.” The meme stated, “HIGH SCHOOL 
ENGLISH TEACHER KNEW I DIDN’T HAVE MUCH 
MONEY GROWING UP / SECRETLY GAVE ME $5 
DOLLARS BEFORE A FIELD TRIP SO I COULD EAT 
WITH THE OTHER KIDS.” Many Redditors made 
comments about how great teachers are, and some Redditors 
who are teachers confirmed that they have used their own 
money to help their students:  

1) Eightdaysago wrote, “I’ve spent a large amount of money 
this school year alone. Sometimes you get parents who are 
appreciative of it as well. A set of students stood out a few 
years ago. Their mother had passed, no father [was] in the 
picture, and they lived with a grandmother who had 
practically no money. Anyway the kids did not have winter 
coats, so my wife and I bought them expensive coats from a 
local store. I noticed a few weeks later, the kids were wearing 
different, cheaper, flimsy-looking neon windbreaker coats. 
The grandmother had taken the coats my wife and I bought 
to the store and exchanged them for store credit so she could 

 
37 Source: Typat, “GF was studying for the NCLEX at B&N when she 
found this envelope inside a review book! Just the encouragement she 
needs.” Imgur. 15 November 2013 <http://imgur.com/a/nIW6I>. Also: 
Typat, “GF was studying for the NCLEX at B&N when she found this 
envelope inside a review book! Just the encouragement she needs.” 
Reddit. 15 November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/m7fcxhr>. 



 44 

buy groceries and $12 coats. I had spent almost $250 on 
three coats. I was a little mad at first but realized she was just 
trying to help her family. We ended up buying winter coats 
for the kids again at a different store, but I removed the tags 
the second time.” 

2) Weibe wrote, “In grade 4 we got those Scholastic book 
order flyers. I usually saved up some allowance to order a 
book from it every now and then. Little did I know that the 
listed price wasn’t the final price as there was a delivery fee 
+ taxes which usually ended up adding about 3-4$ to the 
price and she never said anything to me. It wasn’t until I was 
looking through my brother’s Scholastics flyer a couple of 
years ago [that] I realized that my teacher paid the extra 
amount every time I ordered books. Definitely brought a few 
tears to my eyes. Teachers are awesome.” [Note, Weibe lives 
in Ontario, Canada; the United States does not have a 
delivery fee + taxes added to the purchase price of Scholastic 
books.] 

3) S2kDriver wrote, “My family wasn’t well off when I was 
growing up. One year in elementary school we went on a 
field trip to a local zoo. Most of the other kids had money to 
buy snacks, souvenirs, etc. I had a bag lunch my mom had 
made me. When we were all boarding the bus to go back to 
school, all of the kids were talking and showing off what 
they had bought. I was staring out the window trying not to 
be jealous when a teacher asked quite loudly who had 
dropped their stuffed animal by the bus door. When nobody 
answered, she came by and said to me, ‘It must be yours’. I 
tried to tell her that it wasn’t mine, but she just ignored me 
and walked away. It really made me feel a whole lot better.”38 

 
38 Source: Balin453, “She was my favorite teacher before this.” 
Livememe.com. 30 November 2013 
<http://www.livememe.com/2qeqrwh>. Also: Balin453, “She was my 
favorite teacher before this.” Reddit. 30 November 2013 
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39. Carl Eugene Bruce and Josephine Saturday Bruce 

My father, Carl Eugene Bruce, died on 24 October 2013. He 
used to work for Ohio Power, and at one time, his job was to 
shut off the electricity of people who had not paid their bills. 
He sometimes would find a home with an impoverished 
mother and some children. Instead of shutting off their 
electricity, he would tell the mother that she needed to pay 
her bill or soon her electricity would be shut off. He would 
write on a form that no one was home when he stopped by 
because if no one was home he did not have to shut off their 
electricity.  

The best good deed that anyone ever did for my father 
occurred after a storm that knocked down many power lines. 
He and other linemen worked long hours and got wet and 
cold. Their feet were freezing because water got into their 
boots and soaked their socks. Fortunately, a kind woman 
gave my father and the other linemen dry socks to wear.  

My mother, Josephine Saturday Bruce, died on 14 June 
2003. She used to work at a store that sold clothing. One day, 
an impoverished mother with a baby clothed in rags walked 
into the store and started shoplifting in an interesting way: 
The mother took the rags off her baby and dressed the infant 
in new clothing. My mother knew that this mother could not 
afford to buy the clothing, but she helped the mother dress 
her baby and then she watched as the mother walked out of 
the store without paying. My mother and my father both died 
at 7:40 p.m.39 

 
<http://tinyurl.com/ob83brw>. 
39 Source: Personal Anecdotes. 
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40. “Thank Yo Sooooo Much for Being My Mom. If I had 
a Different Mom I Would Punch Her in the Face and Go 
Find You” 

On 18 December 2013, Redditor Pedenchase posted on 
Imgur a photograph with this caption: “My cousin is glad her 
mom is not a different mom.” The photograph showed a 
handwritten note written on a card. This is the note: 
“Dear’Mom, Thank yo sooooo much for being my mom. If 
I had a different Mom I would punch her in the face and go 
find you. Love, Brooke.” On Reddit, acciomarisa 
commented, “Lol, this is one of those things that most people 
would be like ‘ok that’s sweet but you shouldn’t say that’. 
I’d be like ‘thanks, if I had another daughter I’d punch her in 
the face too, baby!’.” Redditor Wrathwilde responded, 
“Daughter to younger sister 5 minutes later, ‘Mom said she’s 
going to punch you in the face.’”40 
41. “You are My Knight in Shining Armor” 

The wife of Imgurian katoptrizo writes a short note on his 
napkin when she makes him a lunch to take to work. He likes 
the notes so much that he keeps them. Some of his favorites 
include these: 1) “You are my knight in shining armor. 
Thank you so much for everything you do.” 2) I want more 
naked pizza nights.” 3) “To my husband — my garage band 
king.” 4) “Thank you for being the man of my dreams.” 5) 
“Thank you for being an incredible man of God.” 6) “To my 
husband, you look so handsome. Today and always.” 7) To 
my Superman, with all of my love.” 8) “After today, only 

 
40 Source: Pedenchase, “My cousin is glad her mom is not a different 
mom.” Imgur. 18 December 2013 <http://i.imgur.com/q2DytOa.jpg>. 
Also: Pedenchase, “My cousin is glad her mom is not a different 
mom.” Imgur. 18 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/qflkpho>. 
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one more day of casserole!” The napkins are yellow and gray 
— the colors of their wedding.41 

42. Doctor Plum 

In 2013, Redditor TheEloraDanan fixed her daughter’s 
coloring books. For example, one coloring book had a 
drawing of Princess Plum. TheEloraDanan added a 
stethoscope to the drawing and changed “Princess Plum” to 
“Doctor Plum.”42 

43. “This is Not a Note” 

On 18 October 2013 on Imgur, Redditor Michellehas2ls 
posted a photograph of her reaction when her daughter said 
she was too old for notes in her lunch. Michellehas2ls 
enclosed in her daughter’s lunch a piece of paper on which 
she had written “This is not a note! This is also not a 
REMINDER THAT I LOVE YOU … It is simply a very 
poor choice of napkin! xo mom.” Apparently, the not-a-note 
was a success: A year and a half after Michellehas2ls wrote 
the not-a-note, her daughter still talks to her. Michellehas2ls 
commented on Reddit, “We are a family that likes to laugh, 
pull pranks and be silly sometimes.” By the way, when the 
three-year-old son of Huffington Post writer Lisa Belkin 
announced that he did not want to be kissed anymore 
because after seeing kissing on television he had decided that 
he didn’t like it, she decided that whether or not he liked it, 
his cheeks needed to be kissed, and so when he was asleep 

 
41 Source: katoptrizo, “Notes from My Lunchbox: My wife leaves me 
notes when she packs my lunch, it makes me happy so I keep them.” 
Imgur. 17 October 2013 <http://imgur.com/a/jNihT>. 
42 Source: TheEloraDanan, “I’ve been fixing my daughter’s coloring 
books.” Imgur. <http://i.imgur.com/hhUDaRK.jpg>. Accessed 23 July 
2013. 



 48 

at night she would sneak into his bedroom and kiss his 
cheeks.43 

44. “FYI … This was NOT Made with Love” 

On 22 October 2013, Redditor Oda_nicullah posted on 
Imgur a photograph of a sandwich in a plastic bag. A Post-it 
on the bag stated, “FYI … This was NOT made with love.” 
Redditor ]Uggy commented, “Actually, this note is the very 
definition of love. Love isn’t affection. Love is the act of 
making you a sandwich when she’s p[*]ssed at you. You 
didn’t do the dishes, you didn’t pick up your sh[*]t, you did 
something thoughtless. It’s not okay, she’s not over it, she 
still feels like sh[*]t, but she’s going to make you a god[*]mn 
sandwich anyway — ’cause that’s how she rolls. Reminds 
me of my wife. I’m gonna go do the dishes now.”44 

45. “Thank You Dad for Being Whene I Need You the 
Most” 

In September 2013, Redditor johnr87410 posted on Imgur a 
photograph of a card that his recently adopted 12-year-old 
son had made for him. This is the message on the card:  

 
43 Source: Michellehas2ls, “my daughters said she was too old for notes 
in her lunch — my reply and WIN.” Imgur. 18 October 2013 
<http://imgur.com/0BuggNA>. Also: Michellehas21s, “my daughters 
said she was too old for notesin her lunch — my reply and WIN.” 
Reddit. 18 October 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/lq3hbrr>. Also: Lisa 
Belkin, “This Is Not A Sweet Note From Mom And It Will Not Make 
Everyone Smile.” Huffington Post. 18 October 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/kyv5z5k>. 
44 Source: Oda_nicullah, “Thanks anyway honey.” Imgur. 22 October 
2013 <http://i.imgur.com/XBxwyqF.jpg>. Also: Oda_nicullah, 
“Thanks anyway honey.” Imgur. 22 October 2013 
<http://www.reddit.com/r/pics/comments/1ozg3d/thanks_anyways_hon
ey/>. 
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“Thank you Dad for being whene I need you the most. I am 
so happy that you were the one that was chosen out of all the 
people how wanted to adopt me. Your the best day in the 
world. Love Josiah.  

“To: 1# Dad” 

Redditor OrfinKing commented, “Wow … makes me get a 
little choked up. 12yo and adopted. That’s awesome. I never 
got adopted and so spent my whole life in foster care until I 
was considered a legal adult by the state of New York 
(18yo). You will have no idea how much you mean to that 
little boy.” He added in response to a question, “Things 
turned out well for me. I’m almost 30. I’m married to a 
beautiful girl. Her parents have become my parents (in that 
they treat me like the son they never had), and I’m happy. 
Life is good. Thanks for asking.” 

On Reddit, johnr87410 wrote, “Yes his spelling and 
grammar sucks. He was severely neglected with education, 
his mom never made him go to school. He does have tutoring 
3 times a week and is making huge progress. When he was 
first placed with me 8 months ago he could barely read and 
couldn’t even write. However he […] does have a high 
verbal IQ and is quite articulate.”  

He added, “Thank you so much for the encouraging words! 
We’re not perfect by any means and go through our issues, 
and he does have a tendency to test me but I am determined 
to pass his little tests and be the best dad that I can!”45 

 
45 Source: johnr87410, “As a single male and unable to have children, I 
just completed an adoption of a 12yo. This is what he made for me.” 
Imgur. September 2013 <http://i.imgur.com/PG6IcPR.jpg>. Also: 
johnr87410, “As a single male and unable to have children, I just 
completed an adoption of a 12yo. This is what he made for me.” 
Reddit. September 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/o9n3ca7>. Also: 
johnr87410, “I’am the single male that just completed the adoption of a 
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46. Nice Things for Significant Others 

In October 2013, Redditor mstibbs13 asked, “What nice 
thing do you do for your significant other that they do not 
know about?” Here are some answers:  

1) mmaireenehc wrote, “I maintain my nails at the perfect 
length for back scratches.” (RedHot89 asked, “Are you my 
boyfriend? Because I’m pretty sure he does this for me. He 
knows that my love for back scratches knows no bounds.”) 

2) mmmmoooohhhh wrote, “If I make sandwiches, coffee or 
whatever for the both of us and one of them looks a bit funny 
/ has a little bit less of something, et cetera, he will 
automatically get the nicer one.” 

3) original-throwaway wrote, “Anytime I use her car, I’ll 
take it to the gas station and top it off for her. It’s funny 
because I’ve heard her talk to her friends about how great the 
gas mileage is on her CRV [Compact Recreational 
Vehicle].” 

4) tclk wrote, “She likes having quiet time in the morning 
when she wakes up for work (I wake up with her but don’t 
have work as early). When her alarm goes off and we both 
wake up, I stay in bed (which she knows I do) and pretend 
to go back to sleep (which she thinks I really do, but I do not) 
so that she doesn’t feel bad that she needs morning time 
alone and I’m bored, as I don’t require any alone time in the 
morning and prefer to wake up with her. She knows I prefer 
to have morning time together and felt bad that she was 
‘denying’ me that, so I pretend to sleep some more, and 
while she is taking her shower / drinking coffee / whatever, 
I’ll read the news on my phone and just put it back on the 
nightstand when I hear her coming back to the room to ‘wake 

 
12yo. Due to several requests, here is my AMA [Asl Me Anything].” 
Reddit. September 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/n76wm6c>. 
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me up’, from which point we have morning time together.” 
(hadtoomuchtodream commented, “As someone who also 
needs mornings alone, [I think] you’re wonderful.”) 

5) dentttt wrote, “I wake up early and scoop cat litter while 
she’s asleep so our apartment doesn’t smell bad. I don’t think 
she realizes just how much our kittens poop and pee.”46 

47, Love You, Dad 

In November 2013, Redditor I_Am_Ziggy made a Good 
Guy Greg meme to post on Imgur about his father. The text 
on the meme — titled “Love You, Dad” — stated, “DRIVES 
3 HOURS TO HELP ME FIX MY CAR, CAN’T FIX IT 
THAT NIGHT / STAYS THE NIGHT AND SPENDS 6 
HOURS AND 300 DOLLARS WORKING ON IT THE 
NEXT DAY. DOESN’T LEAVE TIL IT RUNS.” On Reddit 
I_Am_Ziggy added, “I should have added this was all spur 
of the moment. He dropped what he was doing and was on 
the road 15 minutes later. I called him and had a mini 
freakout since I need my car to get to class and I have a 
couple job interviews next week. All he said was ‘I’ll leave 
soon and call you when I get into town.’” Another Redditor 
commented, “I remember the first time I took the reins 
working on my truck with my dad. I could tell that he was so 
proud that I could finally just tell him to hold the flashlight. 
But I could also tell that in a way it definitely bummed him 
out that I didn’t need his help anymore, because working on 
that truck was our only way of bonding through my teen 
years (so it means a lot to the both of us). So now I make 
sure to have him around if I’m working on it and to ask a lot 

 
46 Source: mstibbs13, “What nice thing do you do for your significant 
other that they do not know about?” Reddit. 23 October 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/oonnpsh>. 
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of questions, even if I understand exactly what needs to be 
done.”47 

48. Good Guy Grandfather 

Sometimes, a person can’t accept a relative’s child because 
the child is of a different race. Redditor zowievicious created 
a Good Guy Greg meme about his grandfather. The meme 
was titled, “Saw the post about the evil aunt who can’t accept 
her niece’s child and it made me appreciate how awesome 
my grandpa is.” The text of the meme stated, “HAS 7 KIDS, 
17 GRANDKIDS AND 20 GREAT-GRANDKIDS SO FAR 
/ DOESN’T DIFFERENTIATE STEP-GRANDKIDS 
FROM BLOOD AND IS PROUD OF THE DIFFERENT 
NATIONALITIES AND RACES HIS KIDS MARRIED. 
CALLS HIS FAMILY ‘THE LITTLE UN [UNITED 
NATIONS].” Here are some explanatory/additional 
comments that zowievicious made on Reddit:  

• “We are lacking Asian. Don’t think that will be for long. 
My cousins are obsessed with South Korean and Japanese 
culture.”  

• “[…] he’s proud of his family’s diversity. He’s white, came 
from a really white area and his kids didn’t let the times they 
grew up in or the racism that was around them affect who 
they loved.” 

• “My grandparents (and all their kids) are Caucasian. It’s 
the kids that started to branch out.” 

• “[…] the first generation married Mexican, Brazilian, 
Nahua Indian, and African American. The next generation 
has continued much in the same vein. Despite divorces or 

 
47 Source: I_Am_Ziggy, “Love You, Dad.” Imgur. 17 November 2013 
<http://imgur.com/gallery/iysG04E>. Also: I_Am_Ziggy, “Love You, 
Dad.” Reddit. 17 November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/lezwxz5>. 
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marrying someone with kids, there is never a distinction 
made. Once you become a member of the family, you’re in 
for life.”48 

49. “When You’re So Down and You Have Something 
Like That to Bring You Back Up, Just Like That, It was 
Just a Beautiful Thing He Did” 

On the eve of Thanksgiving in 2013, the insurance company 
of Frank Costantini, a 76-year-old who is battling stage-four 
gastric cancer in Newtown Square, Pennsylvania, denied 
coverage for his daily pain medication — something he and 
his wife, Elisa, who have been married for 55 years, 
discovered when they went to Broomall Rite Aid in 
Broomall, Pennsylvania, to get his prescription filled. 
Pharmacist Kevin Leszega delivered the bad news. He said, 
“She was so upset and with very good reason. I felt 
absolutely horrible.” The Costantinis did not think that they 
had the money to pay to have the prescription filled. Elisa 
Costantini stated, “I said, ‘You have to give me medication 
because my husband is in pain.’” Together, Mr. Leszega and 
Elisa Costantini were able to get Frank Costantini enough 
pain medication to get him through the holiday. Mr. Leszega 
applied a discount card to the prescription to save the 
Costantinis money, and then he went above and beyond that. 
Elisa Costantini said, “I went to get money, and he got his 
own credit card, swiped [it,] and he paid for everything.” 
Fortunately, Elisa Costantini discovered that she had enough 
money to pay for the discounted prescription, so she left the 

 
48 Source: zowievicious, “Saw the post about the evil aunt who can’t 
accept her niece’s child and it made me appreciate how awesome my 
grandpa is.” Imgur. 17 November 2013 
<http://imgur.com/gallery/hNmm4dt>. Also: zowievicious, “Saw the 
post about the evil aunt who can’t accept her niece’s child and it made 
me appreciate how awesome my grandpa is.” Reddit. 17 November 
2013 <http://www.reddit.com/user/zowievicious>. 
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money on the pharmacy counter. The Costantinis appreciate 
Mr. Leszega’s kind gesture. Elisa Costantini said, “When 
you’re so down and you have something like that to bring 
you back up, just like that, it was just a beautiful thing he 
did.” Mr. Leszega said, “I figured that would cheer them up 
and give them something to talk about.”49 

50. “Stranger’s Good Deed Shows City [Buffalo, New 
York] at Its Finest” 

On 21 January 2014, the Buffalo News (New York) 
published this letter to the editor by Carol Lee Grady of 
Williamsville: 

“I recently had the occasion once again to see that Buffalo is 
indeed the City of Good Neighbors. My son and daughter-
in-law, from Raleigh, N.C., sent a Christmas card and $20 in 
cash to a nephew living in a group home here in Buffalo 
around the first week in December. He watched for it, but it 
never arrived. Everyone assumed it was lost in the mail. 

“The first week in January, my daughter-in-law called to say 
she had received the card back from a Buffalo State address, 
opened, with the following note: ‘Hello. I received this card 
in the mail and opened it without looking at it closely. The 
address must be wrong. I do hope it finds John soon. Happy 
holidays.’ 

“The money was still intact. As it was, the address was 
wrong. I have to say kudos to the sender for his honesty.”50 

 
49 Source: “Random Act Of Kindness Helps Man Battling Cancer.” 
Myfoxphilly.com. 2 December 2013; updated 3 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/ljkk5m9>. 
50 Source: Carol Lee Grady, “Stranger’s good deed shows city at its 
finest.” Letter to the Editor. Buffalo News (New York). 21 January 
2014 <http://tinyurl.com/muxofwh`>. 
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Chapter 2: 51-100 

51. “Their Faces were Just Lighting Up. I Mean, It Just 
was a Beautiful Event, a Real Blessing” 

On Christmas Eve of 2013, Holy Family Home, a residence 
for senior citizens in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, received 
a semi-trailer load of fresh flowers from an anonymous 
Good Samaritan. The CEO of the residence, Jean Piche, 
estimated that the fresh flowers cost more than $10,000. 
Holy Family Home gave the flowers to residents, residents’ 
families, and staff. Piche said, “Their faces were just lighting 
up. I mean, it just was a beautiful event, a real blessing. It 
just made a really lasting and positive impact on the people 
who live here.”51 

52. “Merry Christmas and Thank You for Your Very 
Kind and Thoughtful Donation. I Live in Des Moines 
But am Not Homeless or Destitute or Without A Job” 

On Christmas Eve of 2013 in Des Moines, Iowa, Rob Taylor 
of Johnstown, Iowa, saw a man wearing a hoodie in freezing 
weather. Mr. Taylor rolled down his car window and gave 
the man some money. The man in turn gave Mr. Taylor an 
envelope that contained $10 and this note: “Merry Christmas 
and thank you for your very kind and thoughtful donation. I 
live in Des Moines but am not homeless or destitute or 
without a job.” The man in the hoodie was a Des Moines 
businessman named Jonnie Wright, who gave away 50 
envelopes containing $1,000. Most envelopes contained 
$10; a few contained $100. A woman who said that she had 
only $16 and did not know how she was going to buy 
Christmas presents for her children got an envelope 
containing $100. Mr. Wright donated the money that people 

 
51 Source: “Anonymous donor sends semi-truck full of flowers to 
seniors.” CBC News. 3 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/mlty3go>. 
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gave him to a local emergency shelter. He said, “This has 
been a bucket list thing for me for some time, and I’ve 
always known that I wanted to give back. I thought this was 
also a good way to acknowledge people who give. Who do 
so anonymously.”52 

53. No Cold Feet 

On 26 December 2013, Redditor tompritt81 posted on Imgur 
a photograph of some socks and a note with this caption: 
“My grandparents included this note in their Christmas gift 
to my sister’s fiancé.” This is the note: “Ben, We did not 
want you to get cold feet before the wedding. Love, Nona & 
Gramps.”53 

54. “I Never had Anything Like This Happen to Me 
Before. I Want that Man to Know His Generosity 
Helped Many More People than Myself” 

On 22 December 2013 at a Target store in Whittier, 
California, the debit card of Jessica Zuniga, age 23, was 
declined. She was embarrassed: “I had the funds [in her bank 
account]. I had plenty for the purchase.” A man then offered 
to give her $60. Ms. Zuniga said, “He offered to give us $60, 
and I said, ‘No, no, no, I have money.’” He was insistent: 
“‘It’s fine,’ he said. ‘It’s fine. Take this money and buy your 
kids something.’” He handed her the money and then 
disappeared, but Ms. Zuniga did not want to use the money 
for herself or her children. She decided to use the money to 
help the homeless. Ms. Zuniga said, “I never had anything 
like this happen to me before. I want that man to know his 

 
52 Source: “Man’s ‘bucket list’ surprises good Samaritans.” KGO (San 
Francisco, California). 31 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/lu4sxq7>. 
53 Source: tompritt81, “My grandparents included this note in their 
Christmas gift to my sister’s fiancé.” Imgur. 26 December 2012 
<http://i.imgur.com/FoI8i4X.jpg>. 



 57 

generosity helped many more people than myself.” She and 
her brother went to an Old Navy store that was having a sale 
and bought 30 sets of stocking hats and scarves, which they 
then passed out to the homeless in Central Park in Whittier. 
She said, “There’s quite a few homeless people in Whittier, 
and they’re freezing at night when it gets cold. [The man in 
the Target store] wanted to help someone at Christmas, and 
he ended up helping many more.”54 

55. Two Children on Santa’s “Good” List 

On 18 December 2013, this letter by Mary Robinson of Mt. 
Gilead, Ohio, to the editor of the Lima News in Lima, Ohio, 
was posted online: “There are two children on Santa’s 
‘Good’ list. Wednesday afternoon, as I was in Dollar 
General’s parking lot trying to get my windshield wipers 
unstuck, a little girl came by first and offered to help me. 
Then a few minutes later, a little boy came by and also 
offered to help. It was so cold and he said he was walking 
home from school, and it was freezing out. If these are your 
children, you have done a marvelous job teaching them and 
they were wonderful to offer to help. Sorry I didn’t get their 
names.”55 

56. “As a Nurse I Know How Hard It is to Work on 
Christmas!” 

On Christmas Day of 2013, Redditor jefejet posted on Imgur 
a photograph with this caption: “I’m an airline pilot — 
Today, a passenger gave our crew Christmas cards with this 

 
54 Source: Peter Fullam, “Man’s good deed in Whittier multiplied in 
gifts to homeless.” San Gabriel Valley Tribune (West Covina, 
California). 4 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/mr9pmay>. 
55 Source: Mary Robinson, “Letter to the Editor — Good Deed.” Lima 
News (Ohio). 18 December 2013 
<http://limaohio.com/news/letters/3138623/Letter-to-the-Editor---
Good-Deed>. 
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note inside.” This is the note: “As a nurse I know how hard 
it is to work on Christmas! Thank you for being away from 
your family today so I could spend the last week in my small 
VA hometown with my family, & head back to NYC tonight 
so I can take care of my cancer patients at NYU Med Ctr 
tomorrow. Your job is important!” Redditor CountCaffeine 
commented, “As someone who flies a lot I have to thank you 
as well. You guys on the flight deck and the cabin crew put 
up with people at their crankiest, fly through crazy weather 
and spend an untold amount of time away [from] your loved 
ones. Thank you, guys, and your loved ones as well for doing 
what you do to get us to where we need to be safely and 
comfortably. This passenger expressed what all us travellers 
feel, especially on days like today.” Redditor MonorailBlack 
commented, “As a former FA [Flight Attendant], I can 
confirm that it is always appreciated when passengers were 
nice, or acknowledged us in this way. Flying over the 
holidays isn’t fun — missing Christmas with your family for 
more than 10 years gets really old. The little things made it 
more tolerable. Passengers showing some respect or 
appreciation really did take a bit of the sting out of it.”56 

57. “’Twas the Day of Christmas and All Through the 
House / My Heart Wasn’t Beating Despite Mouth to 
Mouth. XD” 

On Christmas Day of 2013, hollinsirishrose posted a 
photograph on Imgur of her making a peace sign while lying 
on a gurney in the emergency room of a hospital. The photo 
caption stated, “Merry Christmas from the ER.” The photo 
was also accompanied by this poem: “’Twas the day of 

 
56 Source: jefejet, “I’m an airline pilot — Today, a passenger gave our 
crew Christmas cards with this note inside.” Imgur. 25 December 2013 
<http://imgur.com/gallery/Br6jH1u>. Also: jefejet, “I’m an airline pilot 
— Today, a passenger gave our crew Christmas cards with this note 
inside.” Reddit. 25 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/kr2muwf>. 
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Christmas and all through the house / My heart wasn’t 
beating despite mouth to mouth. XD.” (XD = LOL = 
Laughing Out Loud.) In the comments, she added, “I have a 
brain condition that sometimes forgets to make it [my heart] 
beat soooo it stops at random times.” Imgurian 
igetanxiouscomingupwithusernames commented, “There is 
nothing like humor in the face of crisis. Makes me think 
you’re in the medical field, too, OP [Original Poster]. Hang 
tough, Merry Christmas!” We are fortunate that emergency 
rooms stay open on holidays.57 

58. “I Wanted to Bless You This Christmas. Have a 
Merry Christmas!” 

On 24 December 2013, Twisted_Villa posted a photograph 
of a letter and money on Imgur. On Reddit, she explained, 
“A girl I wasn’t familiar with from my [high] school 
knocked on my door yesterday afternoon. She said, ‘I 
wanted to bless you this Christmas. Have a merry 
Christmas!’ She handed me an envelope containing a letter 
and $220! I recently got in a car accident and am currently 
struggling with depression, so it means a lot to me knowing 
I’m important to some people somewhere. I’m not religious 
but I still have a lot of respect for whoever thought I deserved 
this. This is what Christmas spirit looks like.” Redditor 
Learnincurve commented, “Oh god I’ve seen this before as 
one of my childhood friends was in a church that did this and 
it’s sweeter than you think. It’s a thing with certain churches 
to do a big fund raiser and then they get people (in this case 
the kids who did the fund raiser) to nominate people to 
receive gifts or money and the congregation discusses it, if 
your nominee is chosen you give them the envelope. 
Basically this girl stood up in front of all her friends, family 
and peers and gave a speech as to why she felt you deserved 

 
57 Source: hollinsirishrose, “Merry Christmas from the ER.” Imgur. 25 
December 2013 <http://imgur.com/gallery/nJ0Ezkp>. 
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it (this is what is making me well up). Knowing these things 
I would bet that she said it’s because you were brave and 
didn’t complain about your injuries. If it were me I would 
spend some of that at a craft store and make a thank you card 
as it’s the kind of thing this sort of Christian communities 
really like. :).” This is what the letter said: “This Christmas, 
a group of high school students raised money. God laid it on 
their hearts to give some of it to you! In the envelope you 
have a 200$ $220. The fundraiser was done to show God’s 
great love for you, no matter who you are or what you’ve 
done. Jesus will always love you. This fundraiser was done 
in remembrance of Jesus this Christmas season. As you 
spend this money, remember the reason you received it: 
Jesus’ birth. He humbly came among us sinners, as a human 
himself. As his time drew near on the Earth, He told us of 
eternal salvation in Heaven and He suffered and died so that 
we may inherit it. We are told ‘For all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God’ and ‘If you confess with your 
mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with 
your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with 
your mouth that you confess and are saved.’ (Romans 3:23 
and Romans 10:9-10) The gift of 100$ probably won’t last 
long, but the gift of eternal salvation from the Lord, as well 
as the love, security, joy, abundance, and hope that He 
provides, will last forever! Have a very Merry Christmas! 
God bless!”58 

 
58 Source: Twisted_Villa, “An unfamaliar girl from my school knocked 
on my door and gave me this yesterday. Story in comments.” Imgur. 24 
December 2013 <http://i.imgur.com/uEHqYV3.jpg>. Also: 
Twisted_Villa, “An unfamiliar girl from my school knocked on my 
door and gave me this yesterday. Story in comments.” Reddit. 24 
December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/nhry3zr>. 
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59. “Attention, Kids, Today Only You can Take Home 
One Toy for Free” 

In December 2013, an anonymous male Good Samaritan 
bought the entire kids toy section of the Goodwill at 315 
Pavilion Lane in Fort Collins, Colorado. The man has done 
this for a few years, always around Christmas. Goodwill 
store manager Todd Wakefield announced over the 
loudspeaker, “Attention, kids, today only you can take home 
one toy for free.” Vanessa Clark, Goodwill of Denver’s 
director of public relations, said about the Good Samaritan, 
“We applaud this gentleman, and all of our donors and 
supporters at the holidays and all year long.” Joel Espinosa, 
age seven, went to the part of the store that had stuffed 
animals and selected a white Christmas bear to take home. 
A mother who heard Mr. Wakefield’s announcement on the 
loudspeaker told her young daughter, “Did you hear that? 
You get to pick out a toy.” She paused and then added, 
“Because you’ve been so good today.”59 

60. “This Made My Day” 

On 20 December 2013, Redditor krayzin posted on Imgur a 
photograph of a note and a small package of chocolate. The 
photograph had this caption: “I work as a janitor at a large 
university; this made my day.” The note stated, “Dear Mr. 
Janitor, Thank you for a clean floor this semester. Wish you 
a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!” Redditors made 
some interesting comments: 1) ihamil64 wrote, “Last year 
our RA had us each donate $1 to buy one of the janitors a 
Christmas present. He really deserved it, too; some of the 
things people left in the halls and bathroom were just 

 
59 Source: Josie Sexton, “Anonymous donor buys out Goodwill kids 
section, allowing children to take toys home for free.” Coloradoan. 21 
December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/mgqh9dd>. 
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disgusting.” 2) Switche wrote, “I can’t even clean my own 
house without wanting someone to thank me.”60 

61. “I Can’t Even Put It Into Words How Thankful I 
Was” 

In December 2013, a man who wishes to remain anonymous 
donated $25,000 to pay off approximately 100 layaway 
accounts at the Walmart in Bellefontaine, Ohio. Most likely, 
this was the same man who had donated $25,000 to pay off 
layaway accounts at the same Walmart the previous year. 
Kim Summers of Bellefontaine had paid $100 of her $272 
bill and received a telephone call telling her that the rest of 
her bill had been paid and to come and pick up her layaway 
items: an iPod and a Barbie Horse Stable. She said, “It brings 
back the spirit of Christmas and makes people believe again. 
We have given food to our local pantry, and I have [a] friend 
in need that I have helped her out, too.” Stefanie Evans of 
De Graff, Ohio, and her family of eight children also 
benefited from the generosity of the layaway angel. She had 
just paid another $20 on the $200 remaining on her layaway 
account when she got called to customer service over the 
intercom. She said that she thought, “Oh Lord, what is it 
now?” After being told that her layaway account had been 
paid off, she was incredulous at first and then happy: “I can’t 
even put it into words how thankful I was. Eight kids come 
with eight long Christmas lists. It is a relief to be done with 
Christmas this soon because usually we go right up to the 
day.” She and her husband are both self-employed, and 2013 
had been a rough year financially. Ms. Evans said, “This is 
a wonderful gift, and there is no word that expresses it for 

 
60 Source: krayzin, “I work as a janitor at a large university, this made 
my day.” Imgur. 20 December 2013 
<http://imgur.com/gallery/35jpkez>. Also: krayzin, “I work as a janitor 
at a large university, this made my day.” Reddit. 20 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/kn33pax>. 
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families like mine and others out there that we needed it.” 
Walmart store manager Jennifer Schumacher said, “Some of 
those customers, instead of just picking up their layaway, 
they actually paid on other people’s layaways.”61  

62. “PS: Sorry for the Apple iPad on My Wishlist — 
That was Really Awkward” 

In December 2013, Redditor goulaWhat learned that her 
Secret Santa was billionaire Bill Gates, who overnighted her 
a seven-pound package. The first thing that goulaWhat saw 
when she opened the package was a stuffed animal: a cow. 
She wrote, “I thought Bill sounded like a friendly fellow. In 
fact, I had this whole image of this poor guy named Bill 
trying to navigate my wishlist full of makeup, nailpolish, 
glittery things to buy me. Quite frankly I felt bad for this 
‘Bill’ since I’m a self-identified pain in the [*]ss to shop for.” 
The stuffed animal was actually a symbol of one of her gifts: 
A donation made in her name to Heifer International, a 
charitable organization that gives animals to impoverished 
families. A note that Mr. Gates enclosed with the gift stated, 
“Jo Rachel, My Secret Santa present to you is a cow. Don’t 
worry, you will not have to build a barn. This cow will be 
given to a family in need, in your name, through Heifer 
International. It will provide them with income and dairy 
products, and it will help them help themselves. Happy 
Holidays, Bill Gates.” He also enclosed a photograph of 
himself holding the stuffed animal and the note so that Jo 
Rachel would know that he really was Bill Gates, co-founder 
of Microsoft. He also sent her another gift: a National 
Geographic coffee table travel book titled Journeys of a 
Lifetime: 500 of the World’s Greatest Trips. She had 
mentioned that she wanted to see the world in her Secret 

 
61 Source: Brian Bondus, “Anonymous donation covers layaway 
accounts again.” Springfield News-Sun (Ohio). 17 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/noattv2>. 
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Santa post, and on Reddit, she wrote, “This gift was perfect!” 
The last thing she saw was the note by and photograph of 
Bill Gates, and then she realized who her Secret Santa was. 
She wrote, “Wait. Holy sh[*]t. Time out, and then it finally 
hit me. All the presents I just tore open, the charity, the 
everything — was from Bill GATES … my jaw hit the 
EVER LOVING FLOOR.” She also wrote, “It makes me so 
happy that he was able to donate to a charity on my behalf 
that helped people with both needs and educational benefits. 
Nailed it, Bill!” A spokesperson for Mr. Gates stated that he 
wanted to draw attention to Heifer International. Jo Rachel 
also wrote, “PS: Sorry for the Apple iPad on my wishlist — 
that was really awkward.”62 

63. “While Digging in Your Garden We Found Some 
Gold Coins. Hope You Enjoy Them” 

On 19 December 2013, Redditor ISitOnAThroneOfLies 
posted a photograph on Imgur with this caption: “A friend is 
having the gas pipes on his street replaced. His son asked 
them to look for buried treasure in his garden and they came 
home to this.” The photograph showed a little bag of 
chocolate coins wrapped in gold-colored foil; it also showed 
a note that said, “While digging in your garden we found 
some gold coins. Hope you enjoy them. Merry Christmas 
from the gas men.” On Imgur, privs commented, “Kid’s 
going to be so disappointed to find out it is real gold and not 

 
62 Source: Eleanor Goldberg, “Learning Bill Gates Is Your Reddit 
Secret Santa Can Elicit Only 1 Response: ‘Holy Sh*t. Time Out.’” 
Huffington Post. 19 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/lu7fhrv>. 
Also: goulaWhat, “Bill Gates is Santa for one lucky Reddit user.” 19 
December 2013 <http://imgur.com/ZaEYShn> and 
<http://imgur.com/oKv55ck> and <http://imgur.com/gj8yE3D>. Also: 
“Spoiler alert: Bill Gates did not get you, because he got me.” 
Redditgifts.com. 18 December 2013 
<http://redditgifts.com/gallery/gift/spoiler-alert-bill-gates-did-not-get-
you/>. 
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chocolate,” and hendeaux commented, “When you’re a kid, 
chocolate gold > real gold.” On Reddit, Superschutte 
commented, “Sweet now, but when the pirate who buried 
that comes looking for it, there might be some problems.”63 

64. “Sometimes When a Person Dines Alone, the Waiter 
Treats Them as a Less-Important Ticket. You Did Not 
Do That and I am Grateful” 

On 18 December 2013, Redditor RipRoaringRay posted on 
Imgur a photograph with this caption: “This man came in to 
eat alone on Sunday. He was one of the nicest people I’ve 
ever waited on. When he finished his meal, he politely asked 
for his check and after paying, he quietly slipped out the 
door. A few minutes later, I opened the book to find this.” 
The photograph showed this handwritten message on the 
back of the slip from the receipt roll: “Sometimes when a 
person dines alone, the waiter treats them as a less-important 
ticket. You did not do that and I am grateful. Merry 
Christmas!” Some Redditors have not experienced less-good 
service while eating alone, but Redditor Irrepressible 87 
explained that in some places in the United States, “It’s 
math. Since many/most people tip based on percent-value of 
their ticket, a hundred-dollar ticket from a five-person table 
earns a bigger tip (theoretically) than the lone dude with the 
$20 tab. Not always sound math, but easy to reason.”64 

 
63 Source: ISitOnAThroneOfLies, “A friend is having the gas pipes on 
his street replaced. His son asked them to look for buried treasure in his 
garden and they came home to this.” Imgur. 19 November 2013 
<http://imgur.com/gallery/FJNuXRs>. Also: ISitOnAThroneOfLies, “A 
friend is having the gas pipes on his street replaced. His son asked them 
to look for buried treasure in his garden and they came home to this.” 
Reddit. 19 November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/mp34yys>. 
64 Source: RipRoaringRay, “This man came in to eat alone on Sunday. 
He was one of the nicest people I've ever waited on. When he finished 
his meal, he politely asked for his check and after paying, he quietly 
slipped out the door. A few minutes later, I opened the book to find 
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65. “He was Talking About the Toy and He Said, ‘Well, 
Would You Buy It If You had the Money?’ And I Said, 
‘Yes, But I Don’t Have It’” 

In December 2013, Jenni Shubbuck of Lockport, New York, 
was at the Wal-Mart in Williamsville, New York, trying to 
buy a toy for Chase, her one-and-a-half-year-old son. At the 
end of October, she had lost her job, and so money was tight. 
She said, “I didn’t even pay my November rent, that’s how 
bad it is. November or December’s rent.” She scanned a 
Thomas the Train toy, but after discovering that the price 
was $48, she put it back. Fortunately, a man and his young 
daughter went over to her. Ms. Shubbuck said, “He was 
talking about the toy and he said, ‘Well, would you buy it if 
you had the money?’ And I said, ‘Yes, but I don’t have it.’” 
He then gave her three $25 Walmart gift cards. She said, “I 
told him he didn’t have to and he said that him and his 
daughter were blessed so much this year and they just 
wanted to help somebody else out.” Unfortunately, Ms. 
Shubbuck did not get the Good Samaritan’s name. She said, 
“I’m just so thankful that he was there. And when I got 
home, I wrote to you guys [WIVB (Buffalo, New York)]. 
And when I went to bed, I actually prayed and thanked God 
for having that man sent to me.” She planned to upload video 
of Chase opening the present on Christmas to social media 
and hopes that the Good Samaritan will see the video and 
know that he made that happiness happen. She also put the 

 
this.” Imgur. 18 December 2013 <http://imgur.com/gallery/9MS5N48>. 
Also: RipRoaringRay, “This man came in to eat alone on Sunday. He 
was one of the nicest people I've ever waited on. When he finished his 
meal, he politely asked for his check and after paying, he quietly 
slipped out the door. A few minutes later, I opened the book to find 
this.” Imgur. 18 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/ke4rhq8>. 
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used Walmart gift cards in Chase’s baby book and plans to 
tell him the story of this Good Samaritan in years to come.65 

66. “She Just had the Warmest Look and She Said, 
‘Thank You So Much, You have a Merry Christmas’” 

On 11 December 2013, a woman walked into an Applebee’s 
in LaGrange, Kentucky. Waitress Lola Snyder was almost at 
the end of her shift, but she decided to wait on the woman. 
Ms. Snyder said, “She asked me what I liked and I 
recommend[ed] it to her and she was happy about it. And I 
looked at her and she just looked up at me, and there was a 
connection and she just had the warmest look and she said, 
‘Thank you so much, you have a Merry Christmas.’” The 
woman’s bill came to $12, but she left a big tip. Ms. Snyder 
said, “I had to do a double-take because she had written 
‘Merry Christmas, God bless you’ and left me a $200 tip. 
You don’t see the random act of kindness every day and it’s 
never happened to me.” Ms. Snyder did not get to thank the 
mystery woman, but she told reporter Tim Elliott at WLKY 
(Louisville, Kentucky), “I would throw my arms around her, 
and thank her and tell her that she brought my Christmas 
spirit to me this year, so I’m very grateful.” She said on TV, 
“Whoever she is, you know who [you] are, thank you from 
me and my family.” Ms. Snyder planned to use the money to 
buy many presents for her 10-year-old son.66 

67. Two December 2013 Good Deeds 

Ana Samways writes the almost-daily and always-
entertaining column Sideswipe for the New Zealand Herald. 

 
65 Source: Emily Guggenmos, “Stranger gives gift cards at Wal-Mart.” 
WIVB (Buffalo, New York). 16 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/nwrj2nm>. 
66 Source: Tim Elliott, “Mystery customer leaves waitress huge tip.” 
WLKY (Louisville, Kentucky). 13 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/mop9mc2>. 
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Readers sometimes send her accounts of good deeds that 
they have experienced. For example, here are two good 
deeds from December 2013: 1) “Chris decided to take his 
two young daughters to see Taylor Swift for their first-ever 
concert experience. ‘We got the cheap, last-minute release 
$90 dollar tickets and found we were at the very back of the 
seated section of the floor at Vector Arena. When Taylor 
came on, everyone stood up so my girls stood up on the back 
rest of their chairs with me behind them holding them up for 
safety. Along comes a big burly security guard and I figured 
he was going to tell me to sit down. Instead, he says, ‘come 
with me’. So we and another two awesome dads with 
daughters follow him down the aisle past everyone, right up 
to the front of the stage … I’m now wanting to take them to 
The Rolling Stones hoping the same thing happens.’” 2) “A 
mother writes: ‘My son had a bit of a setback after major 
surgery, so back to Starship [Children’s Health, a hospital] 
we went. Parking was atrocious, so after dumping him in the 
ED [Emergency Department] I set off in the pouring rain to 
park the car (after being told off by a security guard). I found 
a park [car park, aka parking lot] across from the hospital 
and in the pouring rain tried to pay using my Visa. Try as I 
might the machine could not read my card — by this time I 
am a wet, dithering, crying mess … to the lovely lady in the 
black and white dress who paid for my pay and display 
ticket, thank you very, very much and Merry Christmas.’”67 

68. A True Christmas Story 

On 7 December 2013, Greg Parady, a 40-year-old financial 
planner and owner of Parady Financial Group in The 

 
67 Source: Ana Samways, “Sideswipe: December 12: For lease 
navidad.” New Zealand Herald. 12 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/kme4lfk>. Also: Ana Samways, “Sideswipe: 
December 11: Season's cheatings.” New Zealand Herald. 12 December 
2013 <http://tinyurl.com/l332h42>. 
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Villages, Florida, went to a local Walmart to get some 
bicycles for Toys for Tots. He then decided to do an 
additional good deed, and he spent over $20,000 helping 
people pay off their layaways. Walmart operations assistant 
manager Deb Davis said, “I can’t believe [his credit cards] 
didn’t melt he was running them so fast.” He used the credit 
cards to pay half of every layaway balance above $200 — 
thus helping approximately 80 customers. Ms. Davis said, 
“We’ve had layaway Santas that will do a couple thousand 
here or a couple thousand there, but $20,000 was just an 
amazing amount.” Cindy Nazzaro, the 58-year-old 
managing partner at Parady Financial, said, “I came back 
here and I saw him standing here with his credit card and he 
was just swiping and swiping.” She added, “He had heard a 
lady out in one of the aisles talking about how she needed to 
pay off her layaway, but she didn’t think she was going to be 
able to take care of all of it this year. So he just walked back 
here and started in — it’s crazy.” Mr. Parady also swiped his 
credit card for people who walked up to the layaway counter 
intending to put items on layaway. Ms. Nazzaro said, “He 
would swipe his card and say, ‘Merry Christmas.’” Ms. 
Davis said that the reactions of customers were “tears, 
surprise. There was one lady after she cried she had to sit 
down because we thought she was going to faint. It was a 
true Christmas story.” Mr. Parady said, “Every time I looked 
over at her she would mouth the words, ‘Thank you.’” Ms. 
Davis said about the customers, “They didn’t know what was 
happening at first. This one girl in particular, she goes, 
‘What do I owe?’ My associate goes, ‘That gentlemen right 
there just paid for you.’” Ms. Nazzaro said, “I’ve known him 
for years, and he just does things because he feels like doing 
them. It brought us all to tears … and made me realize we 
work in an awesome community. This is Greg’s way of 
giving back to the community, paying them back for how 
gracious they’ve been to us.” Mr. Parady got a lot of 
attention because of his good deed. He said, “I didn’t intend 
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for the attention, but I hope it motivates other people. I hope 
everyone will use it as a tool to give in their own way. It 
doesn’t have to be money — it can be time, or just something 
kind.”68 

69. “I’m Like, ‘Come On.’ She Goes, ‘No, I’m Serious.’ 
‘Shut Up!’ ‘No, Really!’” 

In December 2013, a Layaway Angel helped Danielle 
Dubois, a single mother of three sons in Torrington, 
Connecticut, by paying for an over-$100 Lego city police set 
for her 10-year-old son, Aydyn. Ms. Dubois said, “Christmas 
is hard for anybody, doesn’t matter what your 
circumstances.” She had put the Lego set on layaway shortly 
before Thanksgiving and had made small payments on it. 
Then she received a telephone call from Walmart: “‘Hi, this 
is so and so from Walmart,’ and I’m like, ‘Oh, I haven’t paid 
in a couple of weeks. They’re calling to remind me.” Instead, 
Ms. Dubois learned that a Layaway Angel had paid for the 
Lego set. Ms. Dubois said, “I’m like, ‘Come on.’ She goes, 
‘No, I’m serious.’ ‘Shut up!’ ‘No, really!’” The gift came at 
a good time for Ms. Dubois because her mother had passed 
away a few months previously; the gift helped her regain her 
holiday spirit. Ms. Dubois said, “Losing my mom four 
months ago, everything’s been a little bit bland and sad. You 
wonder what she’s doing, and you remember how it was last 
year.” She added about the gift, “It brought the special back 

 
68 Source: Lisa Bell, “‘Layaway Santa’ pays for $20,000 in gifts at 
Walmart in The Villages.” Click Orlando (Florida). 12 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/n2tazp9>. Also: “Greg Parady: Florida man pays 
down 76 layaway orders at Wal-Mart store.” WPTV (West Palm 
Beach, Florida). 13 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/kcd4fz2>. 
Also: Ben Popken, “‘Layaway Santa’ rings up $21k for strangers.” 
NBC News. 13 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/kgenpc6>. 
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a little bit. And we needed that. So whoever it was, thank 
you.”69 

70. “It’s Fun. It’s Fun for the Kids. It’s Fun for Me” 

In December 2013, Houston Texans receiver Andre Johnson 
held his seventh annual Toys “R” Us shopping spree for 12 
at-risk children in Houston, Texas. Each of the 12 children 
now lives with an extended family member after suffering 
through some sort of parental abuse. The children grabbed 
as many toys as they could in 80 seconds. (Mr. Johnson 
wears number 80 on his football jersey.) A glass retail 
display case with high-priced gaming systems was at Toys 
“R” Us, but the children did not have to wait for a clerk to 
unlock it. Mr. Johnson gave each of the 12 children an Xbox 
360 and two games. How much was the tab for all the toys? 
$17,352. “It just gives them a chance to go through the store 
and get whatever they want,” Mr. Johnson said. “They don’t 
have to ask nobody for it. Whatever they have on their 
Christmas list, they can pick-up, so that’s the reason why I 
do it. It’s fun. It’s fun for the kids. It’s fun for me. It’s 
something I enjoy seeing every year. I just figure why not 
keep doing it.” He added, “It’s the holiday season. It’s a time 
for giving. People that know me know I have a big heart. I 
just like to give back and help people out.”70 

71. Santa Returns a First-Grader’s Lost Wallet 

During the holiday season of 2013, Redditor BaconBazinga 
found a first-grader’s wallet at the parking lot of a Walmart 

 
69 Source: Karen Lee and Joseph Wenzel IV, “Christmas Angel pays 
for woman’s layaway gifts at Walmart in Torrington.” WFSB 
(Hartford, Connecticut). 12 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/n735ewx>. 
70 Source: Anwar S. Richardson, “Texans receiver Andre Johnson 
spends over $17K on holiday shopping spree for at-risk children.” 
Yahoo Sports. 10 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/ltc35lp>. 
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in Minnesota. He decided to mail it back to the first-grader 
along with this letter from Santa Claus: 

“Dear [redacted], 

“Merry Christmas! I can’t believe another year has gone by 
so quickly and it’s almost time to visit you in [redacted] 
again. 

“The elves have been very busy this year and I’ll be bringing 
you something very special they created just for you. I’m 
sure you’ll like it! 

“Well, it looks like the elves need me in the toy factory now, 
so I have to say goodbye. Be sure to leave a little snack for 
me and the reindeer on Christmas Eve because we get 
hungry flying to visit so many kids. 

“Keep being good! 

“P.S. — While I was making sure you and other girls and 
boys were being good at Walmart, I found your wallet and 
thought you would like it back. 

“Love, 

“Santa Claus” 

Of course, this question arises: What if the child’s family 
does not celebrate Christmas? BaconBazinga thought of that. 
He placed the wallet in a Christmas-decorated envelope with 
the return address “Santa, North Pole” clearly visible. That 
way, the child’s parents will see it, and if they think it best, 
open it, and give their child the wallet but not the letter from 
Santa. Of course, if the child’s family does celebrate 
Christmas, the letter from Santa will be a wonderful surprise. 
By the way, Redditor shazammicus commented, “Santa has 
an actual mailing address in Canada where kids can write to 
him:  
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“Santa Claus  

“North Pole, Canada H0H 0H0. 

“Yes, his postal code his Ho Ho Ho!”71 

72. Three Homeless Men Join Pope Francis for His 
Birthday Breakfast 

On 17 December 2013, Pope Francis celebrated his 77th 
birthday. He did not eat breakfast alone. Joining him were 
three homeless men, all of whom were from Eastern Europe: 
the Czech Republic, Poland, and Slovakia. They also joined 
him for Mass and gave him a bouquet of sunflowers. During 
the same week, Pope Francis focused attention on the 
impoverished and quoted Matthew 25:35-46: “Whoever has 
nourished, welcomed, visited, loved one of the least and 
poorest of men, will have done this to the Son of God. On 
the contrary, whoever has rejected, forgotten, ignored one of 
the least and poorest of men, will have done this to God 
himself.” He added, “Let us act so that our brothers and 
sisters never feel alone! Our presence in solidarity by their 
side expresses not only through the words of but also through 
the eloquence of deeds that God is close to everyone.” 
Francis was elected Pope in March 2013 and has been very 
popular. Cardinal Timothy Dolan, archbishop of New York, 
said, “I mean, everybody from the bartender to the cab driver 
[is] telling me, ‘Cardinal Dolan, we love this guy. We’re not 
even Catholic, and we might not even be believers, but this 
guy is getting us thinking about God and eternal things.’” He 
added, “What we were after was [not only] a good pastor 

 
71 Source: BaconBazinga, “Found a first grader’s wallet in the parking 
lot today. Decided to mail it back to him with a little Christmas cheer.” 
Imgur. 1 December 2013 <http://imgur.com/8tX9d91>. Also: 
BaconBazinga, “Found a first grader’s wallet in the parking lot today. 
Decided to mail it back to him with a little Christmas cheer.” Reddit. 1 
December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/mq8rhnp>. 
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with a track record of a solid administration, but [also] 
fatherly, warm, tender care for the sheep, for his people. 
And, boy, we got that on steroids with Pope Francis. He’s 
the world’s parish priest.”72 

73. Pope Francis’ Harley Davidson 

In June 2013, the Harley Davidson Motor Company 
presented Pope Francis with a 1,585 cc Harley Davidson 
Dyna Super Glide motorcycle to celebrate the company’s 
110th anniversary. In keeping with his focus on charity, in 
November 2013, Pope Francis donated the motorcycle to be 
sold in February 2014 to raise money for the charity Caritas 
Roma. Ben Walker, head of motorcycles at Bonhams, which 
will sell the motorcycle at an auction, said, “We are 
incredibly honoured to be selling this item on behalf of 
Caritas Roma. We hope to be able to do both Pope Francis 
and Harley-Davidson proud by raising a significant amount 
of money for a very worthy cause.” He added, “I suspect that 
it will [have] a very limited mileage.” The motorcycle is 
thought to be worth approximately 12,000-15,000 euros 
($16,400-$20,500). Pope Francis signed the motorcycle’s 
gas tank and a Harley Davidson leather jacket that will also 
be sold. The money raised will help renovate Caritas Roma’s 
Don Luigi di Liegro hostel and soup kitchen, which are 
based in the central Termini rail station in Rome. Update: 
The sale of the motorcycle and the leather jacket greatly 
exceeded expectations. The Dyna Super Glide motorcycle 
sold for 241,500 euros ($328,300), and the Harley-Davidson 
leather jacket, also signed by the pope, sold for 57,500 euros. 

 
72 Source: Francis D’Emilio, “Pope shares his birthday breakfast with 
homeless.” Associated Press. 17 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/oee369e>. Also: Adriana Pratt, Simone Swink, 
Timothy Gowa, and Jon Williams, “Pope Francis’ Christmas Message: 
‘Place Ourselves at the Service of the Poor.’” ABC News. 18 
December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/lfa5yam>. 
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Mr. Walker said, “It has to be a world record for a 21st 
century Harley-Davidson and certainly for a Harley-
Davidson leather jacket.”73 

74. First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and Contralto Marian 
Anderson: Fighters for Civil Rights 

First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt and contralto Marian 
Anderson both did a lot for the Civil Rights Movement. In 
1939, Mrs. Roosevelt showed up for a meeting of the 
Southern Conference for Human Welfare in Birmingham, 
Alabama, with an African-American friend and educator 
named Mary McLeod Bethune; however, the auditorium in 
which the meeting was held had segregated seating: blacks 
on one side and whites on the other. Told that she would be 
breaking the law if she sat with Mrs. Bethune, Mrs. 
Roosevelt sat on a chair placed in the aisle that separated 
whites and blacks. A few weeks later, controversy arose 
when Ms. Anderson, an African-American, was not allowed 
to sing in Constitution Hall in Washington D.C. Constitution 
Hall was part of the headquarters of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution; this organization had decreed that no 
black artists would be allowed to perform there. Mrs. 
Roosevelt was a member of the D.A.R., but she resigned her 
membership. She wrote in a letter to D.A.R. President 
General Mrs. Henry M. Robert, Jr., “You had an opportunity 
to lead in an enlightened way, and it seems to me that your 
organization has failed.” She also wrote about quitting the 
D.A.R. in her widely distributed newspaper column, thus 
making it a national issue. Ms. Anderson ended up 
performing a free concert in front of the Lincoln Memorial 

 
73 Source: “Not your average Popemobile: Pope sells Harley 
Davidson.” Reuters. 13 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/lokg4uy>. 
Also: “Not-so Hell’s Angel: Pope’s Harley-Davidson for sale.” AFP. 
13 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/nxa4wv8>. Also: “Pope’s Harley 
Davidson smashes expectations at Paris auction.” Reuters. 6 February 
2014 <http://tinyurl.com/mdlvldj>. 
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on Easter Sunday: 9 April 1939. A few years later, on 7 
January 1943, Ms. Anderson sang a concert in Constitution 
Hall in front of the hall’s first-ever non-segregated audience. 
She had been invited to sing there by the D.A.R. She sang 
there again in a farewell tour before retiring. Asked if she 
had forgiven the D.A.R., she replied, “Ages and ages ago. 
You lose a lot of time hating people.”74 

75. “Have You Ever had a Victory Against a 
Creep/Harasser?” 

On 31 January 2014, myhusbandswife asked on 
r/askwomen, “Have you ever had a victory against a 
creep/harasser?” This is the story that she recounted: 

“I remember a few weeks ago I was out walking my dog, and 
it was actually somewhat warmer than usual, so I wore my 
lighter/not ugly coat. Usually when I get honked and yelled 
at while walking, I can’t help but feel anxious, my heart 
races, and I involuntarily jump a little, and I might look in 
the direction of the perp. I’ve realized now that this is exactly 
the reaction that they want from me. 

“So when I was crossing at a street light, this man was 
relentless honking at me. First a little ‘beep’, and I was cool 
as a cucumber, didn’t flinch, didn’t jump and look around, 
just kept walking as if I was deaf. So he gave a longer 
‘BEEP’, and I kept walking, giving no response whatsoever, 
just talking to my cute puppy and interacting with him. 
Finally the perp was getting peeved I wasn’t responding to 
him or at least facing him (Had my back to him the whole 
time), so he let out a long ‘BEEEEEEEP’. Oh, teehee, sorry, 
having too much fun walking my dog, I didn’t even hear 
you! It was a huge revelation for me. Finally the light turned 

 
74 Source: Russell Freedman, The Voice that Challenged a Nation: 
Marian Anderson and the Struggle for Equal Rights, pp. 47, 54-57, 72, 
74, 86. 



 77 

and he sped away angrily, and I went along my merry way, 
enjoying the odd case of sunshine and warmth in this 
especially cold winter, with a new spring in my step. 

“When I came home, I told my husband about it, and he 
looked at me, awestruck and smiling, and said ‘Oh, my god, 
… You Won!!! You WON!! I’m so proud of you! GOOD!’ 
And that is when it really sunk in what I had done, and I 
actually hopped a little in place and did the seal clap, hah!” 

As usual, Redditors had some good comments: 

1) [Name Redacted] wrote, “This is so bad, but I do feel like 
it was a victory in a way. I’d NEVER do this knowing what 
I know now about life, but when I was 18, it’s what I did. 

“I worked late and had to park in a multi-level parking 
structure. It was winter time, and at midnight, I walked out 
of my place of work, down the block, and into the parking 
structure. I noticed a man following me as I walked down 
the street, but hoped he was just going the same way. Then I 
heard him calling at me, saying he was going to do things to 
me, and those things were disgusting. 

“I walked faster, and heard his footsteps quicken too. When 
I got inside the parking structure, I ran up some steps. But in 
my terror, I had forgotten which level I’d parked on! He 
chased me, laughing all the way, across parking levels, up 
and down stairs, for I don’t know how long. I had my keys 
out and was prepared to fight if necessary. 

“Finally, I spotted my car. I was able to get in and lock the 
door before he got to the door. I started it up, and threw it in 
reverse to back out of the space. He ran out and jumped on 
the hood of my car. I backed up more, slammed on the 
brakes, punched it fwd, and slammed on the brakes. He 
rolled off but landed on his feet. Then I punched it again and 
ran his f[**]king foot over with BOTH my front tire and 
back tire. 
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“And I never looked back. But I heard a couple screams.” 

By the way, in my book (the one you’re reading now), 
[Name Redacted] did a good deed. 

Also by the way, duckduck_goose commented, “I’m sorry 
but I laughed with joy, and glee, at what you did to him.” 

And MessedupMakeip commented, “Hopefully you stopped 
him having the ability to chase after other women.” 

2) lazybarista wrote, “A guy was being a skeeze (grabbing 
at girls and not accepting no) so I told the dudes throwing 
the party. He was not so gently removed from the premises.” 

3) LadyBam wrote, “My bestie is a bad[*]ss chick. I call her 
my bodyguard, she’s heavily training MMA [Mixed Martial 
Arts], and is now a second degree black belt in Karate. 

“She moved to London for a year, she went out solo to go 
dancing one night. She’s dancing enjoying herself la la laaaa, 
some guy approaches her and aggressively tried to get her to 
dance with him. She politely points to a group of guys and 
says, ‘Sorry, I’m with them.’ 

“She heads to the group of guys and gives a ‘hey, I kinda 
need to dance with you cats for a moment.’ She’s hot and the 
group was all for it. She had a lovely evening chatting and 
dancing with them. 

“When she is ready to go, she stands in line for the coat 
check. The same aggressive guy approaches her again, grabs 
her arm hard, gets in her face, and says ‘I don’t think you 
were actually friends with any of those guys, you’re coming 
with me.’ 

“Bold move, guy. 

“She looks at his hand that’s wrapped around her arm, leans 
in closer and says with confidence, ‘Excuse you?’ 
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“He backs down IMMEDIATELY, lets go of her arm and 
runs off. 

“God [help] the man that ever tries to truly cross her.” 

4) EllaMinnow wrote, “It was the worst week of my life. I 
was walking back to my apartment from the Hunter College 
subway station on the Upper East Side in Manhattan, on a 
sunny afternoon in the summer, and I was so miserable for a 
wide variety of reasons. Plus, I had a hickey on my neck. 

“I walked past a huge, huge dude, who was flanked by two 
shorter guys. They were standing outside a moving truck. I 
heard the huge dude suck on his teeth as I walked by and go, 
‘Mmmm, girl, you got a hickey on your neck, mmmm, 
what’d you do to get that hickey, girl?’ It sounded sick. It 
sounded the way a tongue in your ear feels. 

“I just kept my head down and kept walking, thinking, 
‘Don’t react. Don’t react. Don’t react.’ I never reacted. I 
never gave them anything. I never smiled when they told me 
to, I never said ‘thank you’ when they called me beautiful, I 
never gave them the finger when they called me a b[*]tch. I 
never gave them anything. 

“I rounded the corner and I thought, You know what? F[**]k 
that. 

“I turned back around and high-heel-stomped my way back 
up the sidewalk, straight up to the huge dude. ‘What’d you 
say to me?’ I demanded. His eyes went wide. I backed him 
up against the moving truck. I’m a tall chick, 5’11”, but this 
guy had six inches on me and arms like Ed Hochuli’s. 
‘What’d you say?’ 

“‘I just said you had a hickey,’ the dude muttered. 

“‘You think I don’t know that? You think I don’t know I've 
got a hickey on my neck? I’m the one that got a hickey! I 
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know I have a hickey! What makes you think you can say 
anything to me about my body? What makes you think you 
can ever talk to a woman on the street that way? Don’t you 
ever dare talk to women the way you just spoke to me.’ 

“I straight up lost my mind at him for a solid three minutes. 
I definitely took out the fact that I was having the worst week 
of my life out on this dude, who had to have been the 
thousandth man in six years worth of living in New York to 
harass me, and just so happened to pick the one time to do it 
when I was just done. 

“His two friends were laughing so hard at him by the time I 
finally wheeled around and stomped away. 

I turned the corner and heard him yell, ‘F[**]k you, too, 
b[*]tch!’”75 

76. CATCHES A NAKED GUY TRYING TO CLIMB 
INTO BED WITH A GIRL WHO IS PASSED OUT 
DRUNK  

On 28 January 2014, Redditor throwdownthrowawayy 
created a Good Guy Greg meme with the caption “I wish I 
could give him [a] medal.” The meme stated, “CATCHES A 
NAKED GUY TRYING TO CLIMB INTO BED WITH A 
GIRL WHO IS PASSED OUT DRUNK / GRABS HIM, 
KNOCKS HIM DOWN, THROWS HIM OUT AND 
CALLS THE POLICE TO REPORT A DRUNK NAKED 
PERVERT CAUSING A DISTURBANCE AROUND THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD.” On Reddit, throwdownthrowawayy 
added some details: “A girl saw the guy acting sketchy and 
sneaking into the room. She was worried to say anything, 
because she was not sure if he was maybe just a friend 

 
75 Source: myhusbandswife, “Have you ever had a victory against a 
creep/harasser?” Reddit. 31 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/n5g2czw>. 
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checking in on her. So, she mentioned it to my buddy and he 
rushed in there just as he was about to climb into bed.” 
Redditor InertBlowfish commented, “There are some sick 
f[**]king people in this world that have to rape an 
unconscious girl to get any. Inversely, there is a sick western 
culture that makes it okay for young people to go and 
intentionally get drunk enough to pass out in a party FULL 
of strangers. EDIT: And for context, I’m 20. I live in NZ 
[New Zealand] so it’s been legal for me to drink for a couple 
of years now. This culture is disgusting.” Redditor tratsky 
responded in this way to InertBlowfish’s comment: “I like 
this. All these people who say ‘HOW DARE YOU! 
WOMEN CAN GET AS DRUNK AS THEY WANT!’ Of 
course they can, if they want to, and it certainly is not their 
fault if they get raped; but I hate to break it to everyone: you 
will be safer from any crime if you don’t get black-out 
drunk. Shocking, I know! Don’t drink as much, and you will 
live a safer life.” Some Redditors commented on the 
difficulty of knowing when to intervene (clearly, in the 
above case, intervention was needed); for example, “My 
brother once […] almost beat the sh[*]t out of a guy trying 
to get a passed out drunk girl into his car. It was genuinely 
her boyfriend, and he’d come to pick her up.” In such cases, 
if you don’t know the guy, calling the police may be the best 
option. And, of course, not getting black-out drunk is also a 
good idea that applies to everyone, including guys.76 

 
76 Source: throwdownthrowawayy, “I wish I could give him medal.” 
Livememe.com. 28 January 2014 
<http://www.livememe.com/1anis4h>. Also: throwdownthrowawayy, 
“I wish I could give him medal.” Reddit. 28 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/m7ybvt7>. 
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77. “You are Very Brave, and I have No Doubt in My 
Mind that This Woman Will Remember You Forever” 

In January 2014, Redditor wheepete asked on AskReddit, 
“What is the most immoral act frequently carried out that we 
all turn a blind eye to?” One response was domestic 
violence, and MNWNM told this story: 

“I was walking into Target one day and this guy was tearing 
into his woman in the parking lot. She was clutching a 
wailing infant to her chest and she was just standing there 
silently crying to herself. He was berating her and he kept 
inching closer and closer to her. Then he starts gesticulating 
wildly, and she just stands there, flinching and crying at his 
erratic movements. Well, I grew up watching my dad 
escalating just like this before he beat my mom, and 
sometimes us kids. I know what’s coming for her. 

“But people just kept walking by her. They wouldn’t even 
make eye contact. I started to feel panicked because I’m 
SURE this is going to get really bad, but no one stopped to 
help. So I told my son to stay in our car, gave him my cell 
phone and told him to call 911 if something bad happened, 
and I walked over and put myself between him and her. I 
looked him in the face and said, ‘Back off.’ She just stood 
there, crying, and he started in on me, but I would rather him 
yell at me than her. I’m also female, and I’m sure he thought 
he could cower me, but I was not afraid of him. Guys like 
him are cowards and they talk a big game. 

“He got in my face, called me names and told me to mind 
my business. I just kept saying, ‘Back off. Calm down. You 
need to back off.’ He finally tired of me, yelled something at 
her about how she could get her own ride home, and he took 
off in his car. I asked her if she was OK, and she would only 
nod. It was freezing out so I walked her inside. I asked her if 
she needed anything in the store, baby food, a blanket, a new 
car seat (since he took the one in the car). She said no. I asked 
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if she needed me to call a cab. She said no, she has someone 
to come get her. I waited with her until she had a ride home. 
I bet it didn’t change anything and she probably went back 
to him, but at least she was safe for that 10 minutes I guess.” 

BlackCaaaaat responded, “You never know, maybe you 
changed everything. Sometimes it takes just one caring 
person to give a victim of abuse the courage to stand up for 
themselves and walk out. Either way, that woman knows 
now that there are people out there who do care. You are 
very brave, and I have no doubt in my mind that this woman 
will remember you forever.”77 

78. Snappy Comebacks to Sexist Comments and 
Situations 

It is a good deed to fight back against sexist comments and 
situations. For example: 

1) “when I get harassed I always pretend I didn’t hear & say 
‘what?’ The more they have to repeat the sillier they sound.” 
— Kari Berry 

2) “guy makes orgasm sound at me as I walk past. Me: ‘that 
will probably be the only time you ever hear that noise in 
your life.’” — Lorna Farrington 

3) “Bloke: ‘you’re a bit too thin for me’. Me: ‘that’s lucky 
because you’re a bit too thick [stupid] for me’.” — Katherine 
Atkinson 

4) “Guy on train after I asked him to move his bag off seat: 
‘Why don’t you grab my cock?’ Me: ‘I didn’t bring any 
tweezers.’” — Rebecca J.F. 

 
77 Source: wheepete, “What is the most immoral act frequently carried 
out that we all turn a blind eye to?” Reddit. January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/m5s3cv7>. 
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5) “A friend heard a guy shout ‘Sit on my face!’ at a girl who 
replied ‘Why, is your nose bigger than your dick?’ 
AMAZING!” — Vicky C. 

6) “flashed at on a bus when I was 19. Snorted and said I’d 
seen more meat on a butcher’s apron. Flasher got off bus 
head low.” — Rachel Malone78 

79. Ben Sant: Hero 

On 17 September 2013, Ben Sant, a 24-year-old electrician, 
heard his neighbor, a 31-year-old mother of three, screaming 
his name in Dimascio Place, Oakhurst, Sydney, Australia. 
He immediately ran to help her and saw a man armed with a 
knife attempting to rape her. The man escaped through a 
window and using keys that he had taken from the woman 
started her car. The man drove over Mr. Sant’s foot and 
broke it, crashed into a tree, and drove off. The car was later 
discovered — burnt out — in Toongabbie, which is about a 
20-minute drive away. Mr. Sant’s boss, Turnkey Electrical 
Systems general manager Peter Guini, said, “The woman 
screamed for help and called out his name. He saw that she 
was in distress and went next door and there was a man 
attempting to rape her, apparently. The man fled out the 
window, Ben tried to follow him and he drove over his foot. 
The poor kid’s getting married in the next four weeks. He’s 
unable to work for six to eight weeks depending on his 
injuries. He’s a nice chap who’s been with us for eight years. 
The kid did his apprenticeship with us. She [the man’s 
intended victim] is just a nice person who lives next door and 
she’s required some help. He deserves a good pat on the 
back. We’re real proud of him.” On 18 September 2013, 

 
78 Source: Everyday Sexism Project. Accessed 7 December 2013. 
<http://everydaysexism.com>. Also: Laura Bates, “The best comebacks 
to sexist comments.” Guardian. 6 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/p4ajges>. 
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while leaving his home to go to the hospital to get pins put 
in his foot, Mr. Sant said that he was “fine.”79 

80. Stopping a Kidnapping and Possible Rape Can be as 
Easy as Making a Telephone Call 

In August 2013, a man attempted to kidnap a 17-year-old girl 
as she was walking on a street in Palmdale, Los Angeles 
County, California. The girl waved her hands to attract 
attraction. A Good Samaritan witnessed the kidnapping 
attempt and called the Palmsdale Sheriff’s Station. Deputies 
quickly arrived, and the girl broke away from the man and 
ran toward the deputies. A convicted sex offender was 
arrested and pleaded no contest to kidnapping to attempt 
robbery. The district attorney’s office stated that the man 
“additionally admitted two prior strike convictions for 
forcible rape and kidnapping in 1999.”80 

81. Good Samaritan Saves Woman from Would-Be 
Rapist 

At about 4:45 a.m. on 1 November 2013, a man attempted to 
rape a woman after she stepped off a Q64 bus at 152nd St. 
and Melbourne Avenue in Kew Gardens in Queens, New 
York. He threw her to the ground, punched her in the head, 

 
79 Source: Caroline Marcus, “Neighbour Ben Sant answers woman’s 
cries for help and stops an attempted rape in Oakhurst home invasion.” 
Daily Telegraph (Sydney, New South Wales, Australia). 19 September 
2013 <http://tinyurl.com/n7xy36s>. 
80 Source: Ari Bloomekatz, “Convicted sex offender could face 30 
years to life for latest charge.” Los Angeles Times (California). 29 
October 2013 <http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-
convicted-sex-offender-kidnapping-
20131029,0,3610210.story#axzz2jbmTZrch>. Also: “Convicted sex 
offender charged in Palmdale kidnap-rape attempt.” OurWeekly (Los 
Angeles, California). 7 August 2013 
<http://ourweekly.com/news/2013/aug/07/convicted-sex-offender-
charged-palmdale-kidnap-rap/#.UnafpqV19bU>. 
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dragged her to some bushes, and started to rip off her 
clothing. A man who lived in a nearby building intervened 
and saved her. The would-be rapist ran away when the Good 
Samaritan yelled that he had called 911. Police 
Commissioner Raymond Kelly said, “A Good Samaritan 
steps in and the assailant flees.” The New York Daily News 
reported the story. One of the good things that The New York 
Daily News does is to use words accurately — it called the 
would-be rapist (and has called other rapists and would-be 
rapists) — a creep. The headline called the would-be rapist 
a pervert. The New York Post provided additional details 
about the woman the creep attempted to rape and about the 
Good Samaritan who stopped the rape attempt. The woman, 
age 23, had been returning from a Halloween party. She was 
from Taiwan and had been in this country for only three 
months so she could study English at Queens College. Her 
roommate talked to New York Post reporters and said, 
“When she got off the bus, she was cautious. She looked 
back several times to make sure no one was following her. 
The last time she looked back, he was right up on her from 
behind. She started running and he ran after her.” Police 
stated that the attacker tried to drag her into the bushes. The 
roommate said, “He choked her. You could see the red 
bruising on her neck. He used his hands to cover her mouth 
and she bit him.” She screamed for help. The roommate said, 
“He tried to rip her clothes off, but she was wearing a heavy 
jacket … it was hard to get off.” A Good Samaritan, a 58-
year-old man identified only as Richie who lived in a nearby 
apartment, came to the rescue. Richie said, “She was 
screaming, ‘Help me, help me.’ I looked through the window 
and saw him on top of her pounding her face. I opened the 
window and yell, ‘Hey, I call 911 and the cops are coming 
right now’ to scare him off. I’ve never seen someone run so 
fast.” Richie went outside to see if the woman needed 
assistance. He is modest about what he did: “It is nothing 
heroic. I just did what anyone would do. If I wasn’t up, 
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seeing how dark it was, and with no one around he would 
have completed his mission. I’m just happy I was there to 
stop it. It’s unbelievable she come up on a character like this 
and she has only been here three months.” The woman ran 
home and pounded on the door for her roommate to open it. 
The roommate said, “She looked terrified. She said, ‘I’m 
scared. I’m scared.’ She was shaking. She was very 
emotional and couldn’t complete her sentences. She is still 
in a state of shock.”81 

82. Two Attempted Abductions 

On 23 October 2013, a man tried to abduct a 13-year-old girl 
near the Pennwood Crossing Mobile Home Park near 
Morrisville, Pennsylvania. A man driving a pickup pulled up 
to the girl and called to her to come to him. The girl ignored 
him, and the man got out of the pickup and started walking 
toward her. A motorist — a hero — witnessed what was 
happening and drove his vehicle between the man and the 
girl — the girl ran away and escaped. In an attempted 
abduction in August 2013 in Morrisville, a man grabbed an 
eight-year-old girl who was in a backyard. The girl bit the 
man and escaped.82 

 
81 Source: Thomas Tracy, “NYPD hunts pervert after Good 
Samaritan rescues woman during sex attack in Queens.” New York 
Daily News. 1 November 2013; updated 2 November 2013 
<http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/queens/good-samaritan-
thwarts-sex-attack-queens-article-1.1504185>. Also: Georgett Roberts, 
Antonio Antenucci, and Kirstan Conley, “Hero saves woman from rape 
after Halloween party.” New York Post. 1 November 2013 
<http://nypost.com/2013/11/01/hero-saves-woman-from-sexual-
assault-after-halloween-party/>. 
82 Source: Jo Caivaglia, “Police release sketch of suspect in attempted 
child kidnapping.” Phillyburbs.com. 28 October 2013 
<http://www.phillyburbs.com/00redesign/news/communities/falls/polic
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83. “She Says We Saved Her Life” 

On 22 August 2013, a black man kidnapped a white woman 
in Dallas, Texas. About an hour later, Aaron Arias, a 19-year-
old Hispanic college student at Texas A&M in Texarkana, 
and Jamal Harris, age 17, a black Seagoville high school 
student, noticed the woman in the back seat of a car at a 
stoplight in Seagoville, Dallas County, Texas. She mouthed, 
“Help me,” at them, and Mr. Arias made a 911 call that 
resulted in the woman’s rescue. Mr. Arias told a Kaufman 
County Sheriff’s Office dispatcher, “Yes, I’m on the 
highway. I’m witnessing a robbery; not a robbery — a 
kidnapping.” He added, “It’s me and another guy, so we’re 
checking out the girl in the backseat because, we’re like, 
‘OK, she’s kind of attractive.’” Mr. Harris said, “We finally 
made eye contact with her and I could see the serious 
expression on her face. I could read her lips and she was 
saying ‘Help me.’” Mr. Arrias added, “And then, all of the 
sudden, you know, the guy is turned back, looking at us.” In 
their vehicle, Mr. Arias and Mr. Harris followed the 
kidnapper and the woman until police, who responded 
quickly, rescued the woman. Mr. Arias told the dispatcher, 
“Thank God. You guys are awesome. Oh, my God. Oh, my 
God. Get him! Oh, my God.” The police arrested the driver 
of the car in which the woman was sitting. Afterward, the 
two civilian heroes met the woman. Mr. Arias said, “She 
hugs us. I would describe it as the best hug I have ever 
gotten.” When he was asked if he considered himself a hero, 
Mr. Arias said, “She says we saved her life. I guess you could 
say we did. But I don’t want to be that person who says 
they’re a hero.”83 

 
e-good-samaritan-stops-possible-abduction/article_61df1740-42b9-
5244-8ad6-dfc380348f5b.html>. 
83 Source: Scott Gordon: “Two Teens Help Rescue Kidnapping Victim.” 
NBC (Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas). 5 September 2013 
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84. “I will Always Do the Right Thing” 

In October 2013 while on his lunch break in a Walmart 
parking lot in Hartland, Michigan, Walmart employee 
Kristopher Oswald, age 30, heard a woman screaming. He 
then looked and saw a man on the hood of the woman’s car. 
Mr. Oswald said that when he went over to investigate the 
situation, the man punched him in the head and yelled, “I’m 
going to kill you.” Mr. Oswald then said that he managed to 
get on top of the man but that two other men pulled him off 
the first man. Livingston County Sheriff deputies quickly 
arrived and took over. They arrested Dillon Tierney, age 17, 
and charged him with assault and drunk driving, according 
to Fox News. They questioned the two males with Mr. 
Tierney and released them. Walmart fired Mr. Oswald. The 
termination papers stated that “after a violation of company 
policy on his lunch break, it was determined to end his 
temporary assignment.” Mr. Oswald said, “I don’t even 
know what to put on an application about all of this. How do 
I say this ended?” When WXYZ (Detroit, Michigan) asked 
if he would still assist the woman if he knew that he would 
be fired, he said, “I will always do the right thing.” Mr. 
Oswald went to the media to explain what had happened, and 
Walmart offered him his job back. He also received job 
offers from other businesses.84 

 
<http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/Two-Teens-Help-Rescue-
Kidnapping-Victim-222446121.html>. Also: LangamNews, “911 call: 
Tenns save kidnapped woman.” YouTube. 5 September 2013 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3o8mHPWOoGo>. 
84 Source: Kimberly Craig, “Walmart employee fired after trying to 
help assault victim in store parking lot.” WXYZ (Detroit, Michigan). 
17 October 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/mwoccvv>. Also: Kimberly Craig, 
“Walmart employee offered job back after being fired for helping 
assault victim in store parking lot.” WXYZ (Detroit, Michigan). 18 
October 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/o2n89es>. 



 90 

85. “What’s Your Best ‘20 Seconds Of Courage’ 
Story?” 

On 28 January 2014, Redditor dhireshan asked, “What’s 
your best ’20 seconds of courage’ story?” Here are some 
good answers: 

1) zackhankins74 wrote, “One night I was walking down this 
street in Boston and saw this girl around the corner and there 
was a homeless guy was way too close to her and he was 
saying some creepy sh[*]t. I made eye contact with the girl 
then went up to her pretending to be her boyfriend, told the 
guy off, and walked her to where she was going.” 

2) Tom_Bombadilll wrote, “I had a limousine waiting 
around the corner to take me to a fancy party and first pick 
up my girlfriend so I was nicely dressed. (Wore a black 
tuxedo.) 

“Anyway, as I got around the corner where the limo was 
parked I saw a guy trying to kiss a girl against the wall, it 
looked a bit fishy so I looked at them while I was walking 
up to the limo. When he tried to kiss her, she pushed him 
away and said something in Swedish (something like ‘stop 
it’). As she pushed him he snapped and hit her with a closed 
fist right in the face. I am not a fighter, I almost always avoid 
fights if I can but this time I just got so mad, thinking ‘What 
if that were my girlfriend, or my sister’. So I walked up to 
him, and punched him in the side of the head. I didn’t punch 
very hard or well and he didn’t go down so I punched him 
again once and once when he was on the ground. Then I 
asked if she was okay and at that time her friends came over. 
I am not exactly sure if this is how it went down as I ‘saw 
red’ as it is called. 

“After that I went to the limousine and jumped in and we 
drove away.” 
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3) sutlive wrote, “This actually happened last weekend. So I 
was visiting my friend at college and we went out to the bars. 
Well, late into the night when the booze has done its toll on 
me. We come across a black guy fighting with his girlfriend. 
She was pretty upset. Well, me being pretty gone, and not to 
mention with a couple pretty girls, courageous me walks up 
to the guy, pushes him with all [my] strength, and says ‘Hey 
buddy, don’t be a p[*]ssy and pick on girls, how bout you 
face a man, you piece of sh[*]t’ Before I could finish my 
sentence I have a black eye and am on my [*]ss. Well, he 
just walks away leaving his girlfriend there. Luckily, 
because [of] the alcohol, I laugh it off and someone buys me 
a ‘hero’ shot. And everyone talks about how nice of me that 
was to stick up for her. I regret nothing.” 

4) sunny4857 wrote, “Last year, on the hills and bogs of 
Dartmoor, I was out with a group, and we saw a sheep stuck 
up to its shoulders in the mud, thrashing away [and] trying 
to get out. Of course, I couldn’t just leave it there, so a friend 
and I waded through 100 metres of bog and reached the poor 
animal. It clocked us as we got close, and started trying even 
harder to get out (thinking we were predators, I guess). 
Anyway, I ended up bear hugging the sheep, and forcing it 
out while being kept from getting stuck myself. A few 
minutes later, we had a free sheep, and two very wet and 
muddy boys!” 

5) barnz3000 wrote, “Confronted some kid who was 
slapping some junior about the head during recess. Grabbed 
him by the collar and asked him how it felt. Got the adrenalin 
shakes bad after. Closest I have been to a fight in 20 years.”85 

 
85 Source: dhireshan, “What’s your best ’20 seconds of courage’ 
story?” Reddit. 28 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/mcf36ms>. 
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86. Best Police Work Ever 

In Ana Samways’ always entertaining New Zealand Herald 
column Sideswipe, a woman named Emma wrote about the 
“Best Police Work Ever”: “I was heading up north with my 
two young sons and got talking to two police officers on a 
break at a cafe in Kawakawa. I explained how my three-
year-old son was afraid of bears, pumas, big bad wolves and 
rats and we haven’t had a full night’s sleep in a year. The 
female officer asked for my email address and a few days 
later I got this email: ‘Dear Cooper, I went to your house 
today and arrested all the big bad wolves, pumas, bears, and 
rats. They were angry at being arrested but I told them off 
for scaring you and they felt bad. They are in jail and I have 
locked the door with a big key. There is no way they can get 
out and we searched the house to make sure we didn’t leave 
any behind … I hope you can now sleep easy ….’”86 

87. Good Deeds: Police and Drunks 

On 15 January 2014, Redditor ViktorVaughan posted on 
Imgur a photograph of a note dated 12 January 2014 that 
United Kingdom police left for a drunk person whom they 
had helped to get home: “David — We found you staggering 
in the road on your way home from Watford. You were so 
drunk we were worried you wouldn’t get home in one piece! 
So we gave you a lift home. Please don’t get that drunk 
again! Love from Cagney and Lacey.” Of course, with the 
names Cagney and Lacey, you have to wonder if the note is 
legitimate, but it was written on what appears to be official 
Hertford Constabulary stationery that listed 
<www.herts.police.uk>. Some people on Reddit made 

 
86 Source: Ana Samways, “February 3: Wrap It Up!” Sideswipe. New 
Zealand Herald. 3 February 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/lwe7ume>. 
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interesting comments (of course, there is no easy way of 
verifying whether the comments are fact or fiction): 

1) watashi_wa_fanboy responded to a few comments about 
police behavior — and arrests — on the West Coast: “Must 
be a west coast thing, over here on the superior coast I’ve 
actually had several cops help me home and startle my 
roommates each time. Oops I’m on reddit so I mean yeah 
F[**]K THE POLICE, burn this racist system down!” 

2) cold_dead_hands commented, “I’ve been taken home by 
the police, walked up the steps and they waited to make sure 
I actually laid in bed before leaving. East Texas.” 

3) Aleutienne commented, “This happened to me as a dumb, 
drunk girl wandering home from town blackout and alone. I 
have no memory of the night, but around Christmas I ‘met’ 
a hallmate in my university accommodation who already 
knew me. ‘Oh yeah, the police brought you home back in 
October and I let you in because you couldn’t get your keys 
straight!’ 

“I am American and I was immediately sure I’d blown off a 
ticket or was supposed to show up for court or something. 
Nope. She laughed at me — ‘No, one of them tried to get 
your number but you couldn’t remember it.’” 

4) sweetanddandy commented, “Heaven Is Where The 
Police Are British, The Cooks Are French, The Mechanics 
German, The Lovers Italian And It’s All Organised By The 
Swiss.”87 

 
87 Source: ViktorVaughan, “How Police deal with drunks here in the 
UK.” Imgur. 15 January 2014 <http://imgur.com/gallery/aeECytw>. 
Also: ViktorVaughan, “How Police deal with drunks here in the UK.” 
Reddit. 15 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/lorcz33http://tinyurl.com/lorcz33>. 
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88. “I Didn’t Want Him Walking Another Eight Hours”  

On 7 January 2014, a man who wanted to be identified only 
as James walked approximately 29 miles in freezing weather 
to make a court appearance in Lilburn Municipal Court in 
Lilburn, Georgia. His starting point was a shelter in Atlanta, 
Georgia. He had been in a traffic accident that totaled his car, 
and he ended up paying a $50 fine. After paying the fine, the 
man was ready to walk another 29 miles in the cold weather, 
but Lilburn police officers paid $80 for a taxi to take the man 
back home. Lilburn Police Officer Andy Blimline had asked 
the man, who was huffing and puffing, “What’d you do, run 
here?” The man replied, “No, I walked.” When Officer 
Blimline offered to pay for a taxi for him, the man reluctantly 
accepted. Officer Cody Belcher, Officer A.J. Ajonovic, and 
Lieutenant Chris Dusik chipped in to help pay for the taxi. 
Officer Blimline said about James, “I didn’t want him 
walking another eight hours.” Lilburn Police Chief Bruce 
Hedley said, “Yes, police officers have this shell that people 
see, this hard shell, but underneath that blue shell is 
somebody that is kind and caring and has a big heart. I think 
this shows that we’re just people, too.” James walked so far, 
beginning at 1 a.m., because he was afraid that if he did not 
show up a warrant would be issued for his arrest. He said, 
“No way to get up there, so I walked.” He added, “As soon 
as the air hit my lungs, it took my breath away because of 
the wind. That was the major thing, the wind.” The 
temperature was 6 degrees, but the wind chill made it feel 
like 10 degrees below zero. Lieutenant Chris Dusik said, 
“You could see in the man’s eyes that he was genuinely 
touched, as I was. I’m truly proud of how Officer Blimline 
represented the city.” Tony Thomas, a reporter for WSB-TV 
(Atlanta, Georgia), reported that James’ public defender did 
not show up for the court appearance.88 

 
88 Source: “Cops buy cab for man who walked 30 miles to court.” 
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89. “These are Beautiful” 

In November 2013, a police officer — no one caught his 
name — noticed that a little first-grade girl in Croton 
Elementary School in Melbourne, Florida, needed a new pair 
of shoes. School bookkeeper Renee Carr stated, “He said he 
saw her walking by and the front of her shoes were flapping 
in the breeze; they were just split open in the front.” The little 
girl was wearing her brother’s socks, which had holes in the 
toes. The police officer said, “I think you need a new pair of 
shoes. What size are you?” Staff members at the school 
looked for shoes in that size, but they were unable to find 
any. Ms. Carr said, “A lot of times we’ll get donations of 
shoes, but we didn’t have any in that size.” Meanwhile, the 
police officer left the school, then returned, carrying a 
Walmart bag, inside of which were two pairs of shoes: one 
fuchsia (purplish red) and the other bright orange. The bag 
also contained socks to match. Ms. Carr said about the little 
girl, “She was just in heaven.” The little girl hugged the 
police officer and said about the gifts, “These are 
beautiful.”89 

90. Police Donate Money to Elderly Burglary Victim 

On 5 November 2013, the son of an elderly man telephoned 
the police in Croyden (south London, England, UK) to tell 
them that his father’s home had been burgled and the 
burglars had taken his father’s life savings: almost £3,000. 

 
WSB-TV (Atlanta, Georgia). 9 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/ljatttb>. Also: Tyler Estep, “Lilburn cops buy taxi 
for man who walked to court from Fulton County.” Gwinnet Daily Post 
(Gwinnet County, Georgia). 8 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/kpsasod>. 
89 Source: Stacey Barchenger, “Melbourne police officer delivers 
‘beautiful’ surprise for young student.” Florida Today. 25 November 
2013 <http://tinyurl.com/leht9xq>. 
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Detective Sergeant Andy Pike appealed to his colleagues to 
collect money to give to the elderly man so that some of his 
money could be replaced. They raised about £750, which 
Detective Sergeant Pike delivered to the elderly man. 
Because the elderly man’s birthday was November 11, 
Police Constable Helen Espinosa baked a birthday cake for 
him. She, Police Constable Zoe Garrod, and Police 
Community Support Officer Tracey Isaac visited the elderly 
man and gave him the cake. Detective Sergeant Pike said, 
“When we heard about this crime and the fact the victim had 
lost what amounted to what was his life savings, we felt we 
had to do something. The victim and his son have been great 
and were visibly touched when we went round with the 
money today, but it will hopefully make a big difference to 
their quality of life over the winter and help them to enjoy 
Christmas as well.”90 

91. Feel Safe Yet? Feel Served? Feel Protected?  

An important good deed is to investigate abuses of power by 
police and physicians. KOB (Albuquerque, New Mexico) 
has done this in the case of police treatment of David Eckert, 
who on 2 January 2013 was accused of not bringing his 
vehicle to a full stop at a stop sign in Deming, New Mexico. 
Law enforcement thought that Mr. Eckert was clenching his 
buttocks when he exited his vehicle, and so law enforcement 
thought that he was hiding illegal drugs in his anal cavity. 
Law enforcement got a search warrant from a judge so that 
they could search Mr. Eckert’s anal cavity. According to a 
federal lawsuit filed by Mr. Eckert’s attorney, Shannon 
Kennedy, a doctor in an emergency room in Deming, 
declined to perform the search because, in the doctor’s 
opinion, it was unethical. However, physicians at the Gila 

 
90 Source: Andrew Bloss, “Police dip into pockets for elderly man who 
had life savings stolen.” The Croyden Guardian (South London, 
England, UK). 22 November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/ou3v8z2>. 
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Regional Medical Center in Silver City agreed to search Mr. 
Eckert’s anal cavity. Chris Ramirez, in his article “4 On 
Your Side investigates traffic stop nightmare,” details what 
happened to Mr. Eckert, who did not give permission for any 
of these procedures:  

“1. Eckert’s abdominal area was x-rayed; no narcotics were 
found.  

“2. Doctors then performed an exam of Eckert’s anus with 
their fingers; no narcotics were found. 

“3. Doctors performed a second exam of Eckert’s anus with 
their fingers; no narcotics were found.  

“4. Doctors penetrated Eckert’s anus to insert an enema. 
Eckert was forced to defecate in front of doctors and police 
officers. Eckert watched as doctors searched his stool. No 
narcotics were found. 

“5. Doctors penetrated Eckert’s anus to insert an enema a 
second time. Eckert was forced to defecate in front of 
doctors and police officers. Eckert watched as doctors 
searched his stool. No narcotics were found. 

“6. Doctors penetrated Eckert’s anus to insert an enema a 
third time. Eckert was forced to defecate in front of doctors 
and police officers. Eckert watched as doctors searched his 
stool. No narcotics were found. 

“7. Doctors then x-rayed Eckert again; no narcotics were 
found.  

“8. Doctors prepared Eckert for surgery, sedated him, and 
then performed a colonoscopy where a scope with a camera 
was inserted into Eckert’s anus, rectum, colon, and large 
intestines. No narcotics were found.” 

Shannon Kennedy said, “If the officers in Hidalgo County 
and the City of Deming are seeking warrants for anal cavity 
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searches based on how they’re standing and the warrant 
allows doctors at the Gila Hospital of Horrors to go in and 
do enemas and colonoscopies without consent, then anyone 
can be seized and that’s why the public needs to know about 
this.” 

Mr. Eckert’s rights were violated in a major way. Mr. 
Ramirez wrote, “There are major concerns about the way the 
search warrant was carried out. Kennedy argues that the 
search warrant was overly broad and lacked probable cause. 
But beyond that, the warrant was only valid in Luna County, 
where Deming is located. The Gila Regional Medical Center 
is in Grant County. That means all of the medical procedures 
were performed illegally and the doctors who performed the 
procedures did so with no legal basis and no consent from 
the patient.  

“In addition, even if the search warrant was executed in the 
correct New Mexico county, the warrant expired at 10 p.m. 
Medical records show the prepping for the colonoscopy 
started at 1 a.m. the following day, three hours after the 
warrant expired.” 

Shannon Kennedy said, “This is like something out of a 
science fiction film, anal probing by government officials 
and public employees.” 

Mr. Eckert is suing The City of Deming and Deming Police 
Officers Bobby Orosco, Robert Chavez, and Officer 
Hernandez. He is also suing Hidalgo County Deputies David 
Arredondo, Robert Rodriguez, and Patrick Green. He is also 
suing Deputy District Attorney Daniel Dougherty and the 
Gila Regional Medical Center including Robert Wilcox, 
M.D, and Okay Odocha, M.D.  

To see a copy of the lawsuit, go here: 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/181879421/David-Eckert-
Lawsuit-pdf 
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or 

http://tinyurl.com/n5mbm6j 

By the way, a man might clench his buttocks if he were 
holding drugs between his buttocks. But if the drugs are in 
his anal cavity, he has no reason to clench his buttocks 
except to do an exercise. 

In another article (“NM woman comes forward with illegal 
probing claims”), Mr. Ramirez also wrote about a woman 
who believes herself to be a victim of sexual assault because 
of the way in which she was searched. The woman crossed 
the border at a Port of Entry from Juarez, Mexico into El 
Paso. A dog made an alert, and the woman was strip-
searched at the Port of Entry and then was taken to 
University Medical Center of El Paso. Laura Schaur Ives, 
Legal Director for the New Mexico Chapter of the American 
Civil Liberties Union, who is representing the woman, said, 
“First, medical staff observed her making a bow[e]l 
movement and no drugs were found at that point. They then 
took an X-ray, but it did not reveal any contraband. They 
then did a cavity search and they probed her vagina and her 
anus, they described in the medical records as bi-manual — 
two handed. Finally, they did a cat scan. Again, they found 
nothing.” 

In my book (the one you are reading now), David Eckert, 
Shannon Kennedy, the unidentified woman, Laura Schaur 
Ives, and Chris Ramirez are heroes. (And, of course, most 
police officers are good people and many police officers are 
heroes.) Let’s get rid of bad police officers and unethical 
physicians.91 

 
91 Source: Chris Ramirez, “4 On Your Side investigates traffic stop 
nightmare.” KOB (Albuquerque, New Mexico). 4 November 2013; 
updated 5 November 2013 
<http://www.kob.com/article/stories/S3209305.shtml?cat=500#.Unzuj
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92. “It Says to Me that There’s Faith in Humanity. He 
Did Something Wrong, But He Fixed It. He Made It 
Right” 

In the fall of 2011, the Animal Rescue League received an 
envelope postmarked from Israel. Inside were a letter and a 
donation of $35. The letter, which had no return address, 
stated, “About one year ago, I stood on Murray Avenue [in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania] collecting money. I was broke and 
needed to eat, so I collected money under the name of the 
Animal Rescue League of Western Pa. Really, it was charity 
fraud. I collected a total of $35. I included $35 with this letter 
to make right. Thank you for accepting the rightful 
donations.” Levi Hahn with the Animal Rescue League said, 
“It says to me that there’s faith in humanity. He did 
something wrong, but he fixed it. He made it right.” The 
person who opened the letter is Meadow Fallon, who kept it 
on her desk for inspiration. She said, “I would just want to 
tell him, thank you for doing the right thing and I hope you’re 
doing better.” The letter, which is posted on Animal Rescue 
League’s Facebook page, went viral in June 2012. Mr. Hahn 
said, “It’s been one of our top posts of all-time, as far as likes 
and shares.”92 

 
KV19bX>. Source: Chris Ramirez, “NM woman comes forward with 
illegal probing claims.” KOB (Albuquerque, New Mexico). 7 
November 2013 
<http://www.kob.com/article/stories/S3212603.shtml#.UnzyKaV19bU
>. 
92 Source: Heather Abraham, “Mysterious Donation Generating Buzz 
At Animal Rescue League.” CBS (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania). 26 June 
2012 <http://tinyurl.com/l985cfe>. 
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93. “Dear Whoever Stole My Snowboard (from This 
Exact Spot), 1) Not Cool! 2) I Forgive You (Really)” 

On 18 December 2013, Redditor herewegeaux posted on 
Imgur a photograph with this caption: “My buddy posted this 
note to his snowboard thief, can’t say I would have handled 
it the same way.” The photograph showed a handwritten note 
written after a snowboard theft and posted in a place where 
the thief could possibly read it. This is the note: “Dear 
whoever stole my snowboard (from this exact spot), 1) Not 
cool! 2) I forgive you (really) 3) I love snowboarding, so if 
you stole my board because you couldn’t afford one, please 
call me at [redacted] and I’ll give it to you. And if you need 
boots we’ll figure out a way to get you a pair. Then we can 
board together and neither of us will feel bad about this 
situation! It would just be a fun story of how we became 
friends. 4) If you just stole my board because you are mean, 
that sucks, and you have my # so you can give it back and 
not feel guilty (as you should). No hard feelings. It’s an okay 
board/bindings and I’m sentimentally attached. 5) Hope to 
hear from you! Cheers! [name redacted].”93 

94. “He Stuck His Hand Straight Into the Tip Jar and 
Took Out as Much as He Could Get and Walked Out 
like Nothing Happened”  

During the holiday season of 2013, a bald man was caught 
on surveillance video stealing money from a tip jar at the 
Nervous Dog Coffee Bar in Stow, Ohio. Manager Scott 
Moses said, “He stuck his hand straight into the tip jar and 
took out as much as he could get and walked out like nothing 
happened.” Instead of pressing charges against the man, the 

 
93 Source: herewegeaux, “My buddy posted this note to his snowboard 
thief, can’t say I would have handled it the same way.” Imgur. 18 
December 2013 <http://imgur.com/gallery/8iAjoHB>. 
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coffee shop decided to collect food for him. This appeared 
on the coffee shop’s Facebook page:  

“Folks — we figured anyone desperate enough to steal a few 
bucks from a kid working her way through college, is likely 
pretty hungry. So we thought we would initiate a canned 
food drive for him; we’ll begin with a can or two from each 
employee, and make a box available in each of our shops for 
your kind contributions. 

“If anyone is able to help us find this unfortunate man, we 
will make the donations available to him Christmas week 
(the week of 12/23). We will also provide him with free 
brewed coffee for the remainder of this year. If he is unable 
to get to the shop again in order to pick up the food, we are 
happy to drop it off if anyone can help us locate the hungry 
fellow.  

“In the event that we are unable to find him to pass along this 
small gesture, we will instead donate the cans we collect to 
the Akron Food Bank, where it will make its way to others 
in need. 

“Thanks in advance for your generosity. Happy Holidays!” 

Mr. Moses said, “In the holiday spirit, we decided to help 
this guy out.” He added, “We assume that if he was desperate 
enough to steal tips, he’s probably in desperate times.” 
Nervous Dog Coffee Bar has two locations: one in Stow and 
one in Akron. Both are holding food drives. The first person 
to donate food was the barista whose tips the bald man 
stole.94 

 
94 Source: “Bald Dude Steals Tips.” Dropcam. Accessed 6 December 
2013 <http://tinyurl.com/m63awdu>. Also: Nervous Dog Coffee Bar & 
Roaster. Facebook. Accessed 6 December 2013 
<https://www.facebook.com/Nervousdogcoffee>. Also: Erin Kennedy, 
“Coffee shop holds food drive for man who stole from tip jar.” WKYC 
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95. “To the Piece of S*** That Stole My Bike from This 
Bike Rack”  

In October 2013, when someone stole the $700 bicycle that 
she had worked hard to buy, Olgi Freyre vented her anger by 
writing this scathing note and posting it near the bike rack in 
Chicago, Illinois, from which her bicycle had been stolen: 

“To the piece of s*** that stole my bike from this bike rack.  

“Do you know how hard I worked to buy that bike? Actually, 
you stole it WHILE I was at work. I’m 19 and payed [sic] 
for it completely out of my own pocket. I work 40 hours a 
week. I go to school part-time. And that bike was my only 
form of transportation, you [redacted]. I don’t even have a 
phone with a camera on it! So, I don’t care who you are or 
where you’re from but you just stole something from a 
person who dedicates her time to making her life better 
rather than going around stealing s**t. So f*** you. And if I 
ever figure out who you are all 100 lbs of me is going to kick 
your stupid *ss.” 

Fortunately, a Good Samaritan named Bob Curry, a 59-year-
old senior vice president at Morgan Stanley who did not 
know Ms. Freyre, saw the note and decided to buy her a new 
bicycle to replace the one that had been stolen. He said, “I 
was watching television and eating a sandwich when I saw a 
news segment about a girl whose bike was stolen. My heart 
immediately went out to her because when I was in college, 
my roommate left the window in our apartment open and a 
thief stole $80 and my bike. I knew exactly how she felt and 
I wanted to help.” He and his daughter (Jessica, a digital 
sales rep at Glam Media) went to Kozy’s Cyclery with Ms. 
Freyre and one of her female friends, and Mr. Curry paid for 
the bike. He then treated everyone to lunch at Union Sushi + 

 
(Cleveland, Ohio). 5 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/pra46sg>. 
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Barbeque Bar. Ms. Freyre said, “They were both super 
amazing people that sort of restored my hope in society.” 
She added, “I didn’t write the letter [note] to get sympathy 
or anything, or for even someone to see the note and feel bad. 
That’s not why I wrote it. I just wrote it because I was really 
upset. I felt like it was the only thing that I could really do, 
you know, just to get my anger out.” Other people have 
offered to do good deeds for her. She said, “People have been 
offering me money, and bikes, and just like a lot of crazy 
stuff.” She added, “I’m super-excited and stoked. It’s pretty 
awesome. I’m just really happy, and excited. It’s been like 
an awesome, weird story.”95 

96. “I Know How It Feels. That’s Why I’m Nice to 
Other People” 

In October 2013, Atticus Seng, age nine, received a special 
gift from the student body of Fresno High School in Fresno, 
California. The high school students had learned that 
Atticus’ bicycle had been stolen — it was actually the second 
bicycle of his that had been stolen. As a good deed, the high 
school students went from classroom to classroom collecting 
money to buy a new bicycle to replace the one that had been 
stolen. They surprised Atticus with the gift at his school: 
Dailey Elementary Charter School. Atticus said, “I almost 
cried — I really did. I was like my bike is here and I just 
didn’t know what to do, I was very excited.” The new bike 
is a $360 mountain bike. Atticus’ father, Jeremy, said, “It 
was very touching. I think it’s something that will last with 

 
95 Source: “Angry Note To Thief Prompts Good Samaritan To Buy 
Woman A New Bike.” CBS (Chicago, Illinois). 30 October 2013 
<http://chicago.cbslocal.com/2013/10/30/angry-note-to-thief-prompts-
good-samaritan-to-buy-woman-a-new-bike/>. Also: Vera, “GOOD 
SAMARITAN REPLACES STOLEN BIKE AFTER STUDENT’S 
NOTE OF DESPAIR GOES VIRAL.” Beautyexists.net. 3 November 
2013 <http://www.beautyexists.net/humanity/good-samaritan-replaces-
stolen-bike-after-students-note-of-despair-goes-viral/>. 
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him for a long time and hopefully inspire him to help out 
other people’s lives as well.” Atticus said, “They saved their 
money just for me. I’m just really happy and excited.” The 
Sengs matched the price of the bike and donated it to Off the 
Front, a charity that gives bicycles to underprivileged 
children in Fresno. Atticus, who has experienced both bad 
deeds and good deeds, said, “I know how it feels. That’s why 
I’m nice to other people.”96 

97. “In 1996 I Broke into the School Just Before the End 
of the School Year” 

In October 2013, James Berardi, the principal of Grizzly 
Hill Elementary School in Nevada City, California, 
received this note: 

“Dear Grizzly Hill School, 

“In 1996 I broke into the school just before the end of the 
school year. I stole some money out of a few classrooms 
(they had been saving it for a ‘end of the year trip or party’), 
some confiscated items from the pricipals desk, and in doing 
this broke the latches and/or frames of a few windows. I am 
not exactly sure how much the damage cost to repair or how 
much money I stole. My best guess is about $300. I have 
enclosed this money in restitution of what I have done in an 
attempt to make this matter right, amends for my wrong. 

“If there is anyone still working at the school who 
remembers this event and feels $300 does not cover the theft 
or the damage please contact me. 

“My deepest apologies for what I have done and my 
commitment to never do this again.” 

 
96 Source: Anthony Pura, “Fresno High students replace boy’s bike that 
was stolen twice.” KFSN (Fresno, California). 25 October 2013 
<http://abclocal.go.com/kfsn/story?id=9301992>. 
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The envelope also contained $300 in $1 bills.  

Principal Berardi said, “I hope that it gives him what he 
wanted, was seeking. I don’t know if that was to lift a burden 
off himself, or a guilt.”  

Willow DeFranco, a teacher at Grizzly Hill Elementary 
School, said, “They did something wrong, and it was 
probably hurting their heart probably so bad and was making 
them feel so poor about what choices they made and they 
tried to make it right.” 

The writer of the letter also left a phone number. Principal 
Berardi called him and told him that $300 was enough to 
cover what he had stolen and damaged.97 

98. “I’ll Forgive You Right Now, and I’ll Even Take 
You to the Front and Pay for Your Groceries” 

In October 2013, a man stole the wallet of Jessica Eaves, the 
leader of the Christian outreach team at First Christian 
Church in Guthrie, Oklahoma, while she was shopping. She 
said, “I saw this gentleman down the aisle from me. He 
walked behind me, and when I got a couple of aisles over, I 
realized my wallet was gone.” She then searched for the 
man: “I spotted him in a crowded aisle and approached him. 
I said to him, ‘I think you have something of mine. I’m 
gonna give you a choice. You can either give me my wallet 
and I’ll forgive you right now, and I’ll even take you to the 
front and pay for your groceries.’” She told the man that if 
he did not give her back her wallet, she would call the police. 
She said, “He reached into his hoodie pocket and gave me 
my wallet.” The man showed remorse: “He started crying 
when we walked up to the front. He said he was sorry about 

 
97 Source: Ian Schwartz, “17 Years Later, Man Repays Nevada City 
School $300 He Stole As A Student.” CBS (Sacrament, California). 23 
October 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/md4bq4s>. 
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20 times by the time we went from the pickle aisle to the 
front. He told me he was desperate.” Ms. Eaves spent $27 
buying groceries such as bologna, bread, cheese, crackers, 
milk, and soup. The man told her, “I’ll never forget tonight. 
I’m broke, I have kids, I’m embarrassed, and I’m sorry.” Ms. 
Eaves and her family have been hurt by bad economic times: 
“My husband recently took a position for a company making 
half of what he was making before. I am a full-time college 
student. We got married young. We have four children under 
the age of eight. For the last two weeks the check engine 
light has been on in my car. And this morning my husband 
went out to get in his pick-up and it didn’t start.” She added, 
“Regardless of how much money we have we should always 
be willing to help someone in need because there is always 
someone who is in greater need than we are.” Ms. Eaves 
believes that God wanted her to help the man: “I never carry 
cash. When I got to the check-out counter that day his [the 
thief’s] total was just a little over $27 and I had $28 in cash 
in my wallet. And so I knew in that moment it wasn’t me. It 
was Christ that played in that moment.”98 

99. “The Look in His Eyes was How I Felt When We 
were Able to Get Emma to the Hospital and Get [Her] 
on the Road to Get Better” 

A man who was down on his luck walked into a restaurant 
in Rapid City, South Dakota, hoping to get a meal. 
Restaurant staff asked the man to leave, but the Lent family 
bought the man a meal. It was their way of paying forward 
the kindness that they had received in 2013. In 2012, Barb 
Lent was pregnant. She was diagnosed with 
cytomegalovirus, or CMV, and her daughter, Emma, was 
born with the virus. When Emma was two months old, she 

 
98 Source: Leonardo Blair, “You Won’t Believe What This Christian 
Woman Did After a Man Stole Her Wallet and Why?” Christian Post. 
24 October 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/l2aaca3>. 
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could not see, and she dragged a leg behind her when she 
crawled. These symptoms have since disappeared. At 10 
months old, Emma began having seizures; she needed to go 
to Sioux Falls, South Dakota, for treatment. Barb Lent said, 
“We had no money to go there.” Because she needed to take 
care of Emma, she had quit her job at the Rushmore Mall. 
The good people there started to raise money for Emma by 
putting out collection jars. With the help of family, friends, 
strangers, the Ronald McDonald house, and the Children’s 
Miracle Network, the Lent family was able to take Emma to 
Sioux Falls for the much-needed treatment. Virginia Leet, an 
employee at the Rushmore Mall, said, “I believe in pay it 
forward. People helped me, so I will help others.” As of 
January 2014, Emma had not suffered a major seizure for 
months. Barb Lent said, “I was touched then and 
overwhelmed by everybody’s generosity. Getting [Emma] 
where she’s at was other people’s generosity.” To start 
paying that kindness forward, the Lent family bought a 
down-on-his-luck stranger a meal. Barb Lent said, “The look 
in his eyes was how I felt when we were able to get Emma 
to the hospital and get [her] on the road to get better. It’s 
something we want to teach Emma. We want her to know 
this virus doesn’t define her, and she can still be a good 
person.”99 

100. Go, Modern Medicine! 

On 19 January 2014, Redditor DestinationTravel posted a 
before and after photograph of “My baby, before and after 
Cleft Lip & Palate surgery.” In the Before photo, the facial 
deformity is massive; in the After photo, only a slight mark 
can be seen. Score major positive karma points for modern 

 
99 Source: Claudia Laws, “OUR GOOD DEEDS: Family begins paying 
kindness forward with a meal for one man.” Rapid City Journal (South 
Dakota). 19 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/k5ycfj4>. 
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medicine. On Reddit, DestinationTravel posted some 
additional information: 

“I will try to answer a few of the commonly asked questions. 
No, we didn’t know about the cleft before delivery, despite 
excellent prenatal care and numerous ultrasounds. The cause 
of it is unknown, as cleft often is. 

“My son is a perfectly healthy 2 year old now, and other than 
dental professionals and other families who have dealt with 
cleft, most people are shocked [to learn] that he had anything 
wrong with him to begin with. 

“His hands are both perfectly normal. He had his right hand 
in a fist [in the photo], which is common for newborns. 

“His nose is actually amazing for a cleft baby. It looks very 
much like his older siblings, just a small bit wider. Cleft 
babies often have lopsided/asymmetrical noses that end up 
looking a little flattened. We actually utilized a new 
technique with him called the NAM (nasal avelicular 
molding) device. It is a presurgical treatment involving a 
specially made retainer, that is worn from approx. 1-2 weeks 
old until the first surgery at around 4 months old. It is only 
available through a handful of specially trained pediatric 
orthodontists, one of whom we happened to live near. It was 
a true labor of love, involving around the clock taping and 
securing of the device, as well as weekly 2-3 hour long 
orthadontial appointments. It was worth it though! 

“My son has had two major surgeries so far. He had his 
lip/nose repaired at 4 months, and had his palate closed 
around 8 months. He also had pneumonia twice his first year. 
We have spent a lot of time in the hospital. He will have 
another major surgery around age 6.” 

Redditors had some interesting comments: 
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1) vansdude51091 commented, “As someone born with cleft 
lip and going through several surgeries, it still takes my 
breath away seeing how far science and surgeons have come 
in just the past two decades. Your baby looks amazing. I’m 
so happy for him […].” 

2) skankalicious wrote, “I have a bifacial cleft which is like 
a cleft lip that kept going into my eye, blinding that eye and 
took a chunk out of my cheek bone. When I was born the 
options were significantly less. I’m 28 now and next week 
I’m finally getting surgery to have an implant put in my face. 
They 3d scanned my skull and sculpted an implant on the 
computer to perfectly fit the hole. I was floored when a 
surgeon told me this was possible. Waited a long time to get 
this fixed but this could have never been done 30 years ago. 
Not a bad day [and] age to be born with a cleft lip.” 

By the way, Smile Train is a charity that helps with cleft 
surgeries. On 20 January 2014, Wikipedia had this 
information: 

“Smile Train is a 501(c)(3) organization based in New York 
City, USA. The organization was founded in 1999 and has 
grown into the world’s largest cleft charity with a mission of 
empowering local medical teams to provide free, safe 
surgery for poor patients with cleft lip and/or palate. Smile 
Train has carried out free, corrective cleft surgery for 
children in 87 developing countries. Smile Train 
differentiates itself with a focus on providing financial 
support to local medical personnel who are trained in cleft 
surgery and helping to support the costs so that local doctors 
can provide 100% free cleft care to patients. Smile Train also 
focuses on building sustainable cleft programs within each 
of their more than 1,100 partner hospitals with a strong focus 
on education and training opportunities. The organization 
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reports that it has assisted with over 930,000 surgeries to 
date.”100 

  

 
100 Source: DestinationTravel, “My baby, before and after Cleft Lip & 
Palate surgery.” Imgur. 19 January 2014 
<http://imgur.com/gallery/bfeEKgT>. Also: DestinationTravel, “A 
Couple of More Photos.” Imgur. Accessed 20 January 2014 
<http://i.imgur.com/UpTEIgC.jpg>. Also: DestinationTravel, “My 
baby, before and after Cleft Lip & Palate surgery.” Imgur. 19 January 
2014 <http://tinyurl.com/ml9z8ux>. Also: “Smile Train.” Smile Train. 
Accessed 20 January 2014 <http://www.smiletrain.org>. Also: “Smile 
Train.” Wikipedia. Accessed 20 January 2014 
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smile_Train>. 
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Chapter 3: 101-150 

101. “I Think Healing is Really the Formation of 
Community, a Community that Sees Each Person as 
Having Value. We’re All in This Together” 

In 1992, Dr. Jim Withers, who became known as the “street 
doctor,” began carrying a backpack filled with medicine and 
started treating the homeless in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; 
Mike Sallows, who used to be homeless, accompanied him. 
Dr. Withers said, “Literally, I started dressing like a 
homeless person and sneaking out at night with a guy who 
used to be homeless. As far as why, that had a lot more to do 
with my concern for the way we treated other people.” He 
added, “The first thing that hit me was the number of people 
squirreled away under bridges and campsites. The level of 
fear and bitterness towards the medical community and 
general community hit me full blast. As I began to look at 
the medical issues, I began to realize there were people with 
bad wounds, unhealed ulcers, cancers, and all kinds of things 
that weren’t being addressed.” The good deed grew into a 
nonprofit with many doctors and medical students serving as 
volunteers: Operation Safety Net. Its website states, 
“Operation Safety Net, part of the Pittsburgh Mercy Health 
System and Catholic Health East, sponsored by the Sisters 
of Mercy, touches the lives of hundreds of men and women 
living on the streets in Pittsburgh annually by providing 
them with access to health care, hope, and dignity.” Dr. 
Withers stated, “When possible, we try to get people 
insurance. We started from 20 percent of them having 
insurance to now 75 percent that have insurance.” He added, 
“The power of health care goes way beyond medicine. It 
changes all the people involved: the homeless become more 
empowered and they get the courage to get off the streets. I 
think healing is really the formation of community, a 
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community that sees each person as having value. We’re all 
in this together.”101 

102. Mr. O’Connor Holds Babies 

Jim O’Connor, age 70, teaches math part-time at St. Francis 
High School in La Cañada Flintridge, California, where he 
is known as a tough teacher. Michael Tinglof, who had Mr. 
O’Connor for math in his freshman year, said, “If you look 
at the clock, you’re on his bad list for the rest of the class.” 
According to Mr. O’Connor, “You want to teach a class with 
30 boys, you’ve got to be strict.” But Mr. O’Connor has a 
soft side. He is well known at Children’s Hospital Los 
Angeles, as students Michael Tinglof and Pat McGoldrick, 
who recruited donors for a school blood drive in 2013, found 
out when they went there to see who would get the donated 
blood. Pat said about Mr. O’Connor, “He was like a celebrity 
there. Everybody knew his name.” The hospital’s Blood 
Donor Center has a plaque listing the top donors. Mr. 
O’Connor’s name is listed first with a total of 50 gallons 
donated. From 1989 to the end of 2013, Mr. O’Connor 
donated more than 72 gallons of blood and platelets. His 
blood is O negative, making him a universal donor whose 
blood can be donated to people of any blood type. Mr. 
O’Connor also holds babies at the hospital. The parents of 
some babies are at work or are at home taking care of other 
children. Some babies are dying, and their parents are too 
traumatized to be with them. Many of the babies he holds 

 
101 Source: “Making House Calls, To People Without Homes.” 
YouTube. 9 January 2014 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MFjcKxx-h7Y>. Also: “Operation 
Safety Net.” Pittsburgh Mercy: A Heritage of Hope. Accessed 13 
January 2014 <http://www.pmhs.org/operation-safety-net/>. Also: 
Emily Thomas, “Operation Safety Net, Free Medical Service For The 
Homeless, Is What We Wish American Health Care Really Looked 
Like.” Huffington Post. 12 January 2014; updated 13 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/oqc5ev4>. 
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have tubes coming out of their bodies. Jeri Fonacier, a nurse 
in a general medical surgery unit on the fifth floor, said, “No 
matter how sick they are, no matter how devastated, he’s just 
so caring, he brings such a warmth and peace.” Michael said, 
“We heard rumors: ‘Mr. O’Connor holds babies.’ I’m like, 
‘What? I don’t see that. No, I don’t think so.’” Pat said, “I 
mean, if you really think about it, his whole life is service. 
Half the week he’s teaching, giving knowledge to his 
students, and the other half, he’s donating blood and giving 
his time to children who need it most. It’s pretty amazing.”102 

103. Nurses Rule! 

Nurse Kiwi is an ontology nurse in pediatrics — she helps 
children who have cancer. This is a thank-you note that she 
received that made her really happy: 

“Nurse Kiki, 

“Thank you for making me feel pretty even though my hair 
fell out. You are one of my favorite nurses. You give good 
shots and never take too much blod. I barely have enough 
blod to give so that’s good for me. Thank you for being a 
nurse. 

“Meghan” 

Redditors had some good comments, as usual:  

1) Minizero commented, “Only two kinds of nurses ever 
scared me back when I was in med school: NICU [Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit] nurses (because they basically run the 
NICU), and peds onc nurses. I was on my peds rotation in 
the winter and had the sniffles and some muscle aches. I 
went into the hospital and the charge RN [Registered Nurse] 

 
102 Source: Nita Lelyveld, “Students only know a fraction of math 
teacher’s good deeds.” Los Angeles Times (California). 23 December 
2013 <http://tinyurl.com/nrx82ea>. 
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of the onc ward saw me as I walked in. We exchanged 
greetings, and as I was putting on my white coat she came 
by and asked, ‘Feeling under the weather?’ I said something 
like ‘a bit, but no big deal’. 5 minutes later she brought me a 
big cup of hot chocolate. It was so nice; I took a sip and 
thanked her. She said, ‘You’re very welcome … Now get the 
f[**]k out of my unit before you infect one of my babies.’ 
Keep on being an excellent RN. Your work is incredibly 
hard and always appreciated.”  

2) CharlieChuu commented, “My baby was NICU and then 
moved to peds CVICU [Cardiovascular Intensive Care Unit] 
for heart surgery at 5 days old. I know it isn’t your digs but 
I appreciate what you do immensely. One of the nurses even 
decorated his incubator with his name and pretty stickers. 
It’s showed me how much they loved what they did and 
cared about my baby. He was a wee person and not a 
number. The feels.”  

3) michelleisatwin commented, “My boyfriend was 
diagnosed with leukemia yesterday, he’s 20 years old. So far 
his nurses have been amazing. Nurses are some of the 
greatest, most caring people in the world.” NurseGeek 
responded, “Face masks are going to be your best friend. The 
nurses will seem like hard cases but we’re easy to crack. 
Make sure you stay healthy to be around him. If you are sick, 
you can’t be around him further into treatment [because] if 
you get him sick, it’s serious, very serious. His nurses will 
go over all of this with you. Good vibes and peace to you 
and your pookie bear.”103 

 
103 Source: NurseGeek, “I am a pediatric oncology nurse and this made 
my day.” Imgur. 21 December 2013 
<http://imgur.com/gallery/EYlMPKC>. Also: NurseGeek, “I am a 
pediatric oncology nurse and this made my day.” Reddit. 21 December 
2013 <http://tinyurl.com/m6og8cs>. 
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104. Your Friendly Children’s Hospital Window 
Washers 

In February 2013, window washers needed to clean the 
outsides of the windows of the multi-story Children’s 
Hospital of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Knowing that ill 
children would be able to see them, they dressed up as 
Spiderman, Batman, Captain America, and Superman. The 
organizer of the event was Edward Matuizek, the president 
of Allegheny Window Cleaning, whose company motto is 
‘The sky is the limit.’” Mr. Matuizek said, “All the guys had 
tears of joy in their eyes behind the costumes — it was very 
touching and overwhelming how excited the children were.” 
The experienced high-rise window washers wore safety 
harnesses as they cleaned windows on the 12th floor and 
lower. Allegheny’s office manager Michelle Matuizek, 
Edward Matuizek’s wife, had learned about a similar event 
in the United Kingdom, and she suggested that Allegheny 
Window Cleaning do the same thing. For the two-hour job, 
the company spent $800 on ‘Broadway-quality’ costumes.104 

105. “He Didn’t Have Any Fear of My Illness. He 
Embraced Me Without Speaking … I Quivered. I Felt a 
Great Warmth” 

In early November 2013, a photograph of Pope Francis 
hugging a man named Vinicio Riva who suffers from a 
severe case of the non-infectious genetic disease called 
neurofibromatosis type 1 went viral. The disease causes 
growths and swellings and itchy sores all over his body. 
Because of his disease, Mr. Riva, age 53 in 2013, has 
suffered prejudice. A few years ago, when he boarded a 

 
104 Source: Becky Evans, “Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No, it's a window 
cleaner! Grime fighters dress up as superheroes to cheer up patients at a 
children's hospital.” Daily Mail (UK). 11 February 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/d4ra8fq>. 
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public bus in Vicenza, a city in northern Italy, a man told 
him, “Go away! Don’t sit next to me!” In 2013, Mr. Riva 
said, “I wanted to answer back, but I controlled myself. I felt 
my blood pressure rise.” He stood while he was on the bus. 
He added, “There were lots of people on the bus, and they 
heard it all, but no one said a word.” In early November 
2013, Mr. Vinicio travelled to Vatican City. He was in a 
wheelchair because it is difficult for him to stand for long. 
His aunt, Caterina Lotto, said, “We didn’t think we would be 
so close to the Pope, but the Swiss Guard kept ushering us 
forward until we were in a corner in the front row.” She 
added, “When he came close to us, I thought he would give 
me his hand. Instead, he went straight to Vinicio and 
embraced him tightly. I thought he wouldn’t give him back 
to me he held him so tightly. We didn’t speak. We said 
nothing, but he looked at me as if he was digging deep inside, 
a beautiful look that I would never have expected.” Mr. 
Vinicio said about Pope Francis, “He didn’t have any fear of 
my illness. He embraced me without speaking … I quivered. 
I felt a great warmth.” The encounter lasted just over a 
minute, but Mr. Vinicio said, “I felt I was returning home ten 
years younger, as if a load had been lifted.” Ms. Lotto said, 
“Now that people have seen him [in the viral photograph], 
they will be less detached.” Mr. Vinicio said, “I feel stronger 
and happier. I feel I can move ahead because the Lord is 
protecting me.”105 

106. “I Just Can’t be Standing by and Doing Nothing. I 
Have to Try Something Because It’s Not Right” 

In Montgomery, Texas, Brittany Mathis, a waitress at the 
German restaurant Kaiserhof, discovered that she had a rash 
on her leg. She said, “I went to the hospital and found out it 

 
105 Source: Ben Wedeman, “Meet the disfigured man whose embrace 
with Pope Francis warmed hearts.” CNN. 27 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/ojadb9u>. 
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was my blood clotting. So, they wanted to keep me and do 
CAT scans and MRIs and the next day they came in and told 
me I had a [brain] tumor.” She did not have health insurance 
and as of early January 2014 had not yet signed up for 
Obamacare. The restaurant owner, Michael De Beyer, 
decided to help her: “I just can’t be standing by and doing 
nothing. I have to try something because it’s not right.” He 
intends to sell his restaurant so that he can help pay 
Brittany’s medical bills. He said, “Here’s a family, they 
really work hard. They have a lot of stuff against them in the 
past and they are not holding their hand open. They didn’t 
even ask anybody for help.” In 2000, Brittany’s father, John 
Mathis, died from an undiagnosed brain tumor. Barbara 
Mathis, Brittany’s mother, said, “I guess sort of the same 
thing Brittany is going through. I just want her to get help.” 
Brittany said about Mr. De Beyer, “I really think it’s an 
amazing blessing and can’t thank him enough and his family. 
Never thought that anybody would do that, and he did and it 
makes me feel really good.”106 

107. “The Cape, I Guess” 

On 15 November 2013, San Francisco, California, took on a 
new name: Gotham City. On that day, Batkid saved a woman 
who had been tied to railroad tracks, captured the Riddler as 
he was robbing a bank, and saved San Francisco Giants 
mascot Lou Seal from the Penguin. Batkid was five-year-old 
Miles Scott, who was diagnosed with leukemia when he was 
18 months old, and who is now in remission, having ended 
treatment for the disease in June 2013. Miles became Batkid 
for a day as a gift from the Make-a-Wish Foundation, the 
city of San Francisco, and many volunteers and well-
wishers. Make-a-Wish grants the wishes of critically ill 

 
106 Source: Tiffany Craig, “Boss selling restaurant to save employee 
with brain tumor.” KHOU (Houston, Texas). 6 January 2014; updated 7 
January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/orwrguo>. 
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children. Lots of good things happened to Miles on his 
special day. An adult Batman accompanied Miles, and they 
rode in a black Lamborghini with a Batman decal. Police 
officers on motorcycles accompanied the Batmobile. At the 
end of the day of heroism, President Barack Obama in a 
video congratulated Miles for saving Gotham City: “Way to 
go, Miles! Way to save Gotham!” Thousands of people 
watched as Miles saved the city from crimes. Spectators 
even climbed trees and lampposts to get a good view. Miles’ 
father is Nick Scott, who when asked what Miles liked best 
about Batman replied, “The cape, I guess.” Mr. Scott was 
appreciative of everyone who helped make Miles’ wish 
come true. He said, “This is closure for us. It has been a hard 
three years.”  The special day was a surprise for Miles, who 
thought that he was in San Francisco only to get a Batboy 
costume. The San Francisco Chronicle distributed hundreds 
of copies of special-edition newspapers bearing the headline 
“Batkid Saves City.”107 

108. Medicinal Jelly Beans and Other Good Deeds 

In November 2013, Redditor thesunfoundme asked, “What 
is the best thing anyone has done for you on a worst day?” 
theperfectcupoftea responded with a good story about a time 
when she was depressed because of medical issues and was 
unable to see a therapist for a month because of “crazy long 
waits.” Her friend, who is now her best friend but at the time 
was a new friend AND lived 900 miles away, decided to 
cheer her up. She wrote, “So one Saturday, he went out and 
picked out four different flavors of jelly beans and made 
little bottles for them (cute little glass bottles with silly little 
labels with made-up and ridiculous drug names). He counted 
out 30 in each bottle. Then he typed up a ‘drug fact sheet’ 
for each one, complete with its uses, side effects, interactions 

 
107 Source: “Batkid, five, dazzles San Francisco.” Belfast Telegraph 
(Northern Ireland). 16 November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/ncc4aon>. 
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with other nonsensical candy-based medications, etc. It was 
hilarious. He included instructions to take one of each every 
day for 30 days, then spent a ridiculous amount of money to 
mail them to me.” She added, “I have to say, they really did 
help me get through that month, because every day I’d have 
something to smile about and a reminder that someone out 
there cared enough to do something silly like send me 
medicinal jelly beans just to make me smile.” This is 
thesunfoundme’s own story: “My freshman year in college 
held, of course, my first birthday away from home. No big 
deal, really. But my sister’s boyfriend decided that was the 
best day to give me a call and tell me, not my sister, that he 
was leaving her and their kids because he ‘couldn’t handle it 
anymore.’ My sister and those boys mean the world to me 
and I had a major mental breakdown. I went over to a 
friend’s dorm and tried to take my mind off of it for a while. 
When I got back to my dorm, my roommate was gone but on 
my bunk there was a giant stack of presents from her and a 
few of my neighbors. As it turned out, my roommate, who I 
thought had been sort of cold, had seen I was having a 
horrible day and decided to turn it around for me. I cried. 
Straight up.” And helianto commented, “I had two 
housemates, and anytime one of us had a really hard time — 
like a break up — we made a cake. It would usually be a 
crying-on-your-shoulder moment, and then one of us would 
say ‘It’s time for cake’ and we’d go to the kitchen and 
continue the conversation while one person made a cake. It 
always cheered us up and helped put things into 
perspective.”108 

 
108 Source: thesunfoundme, “What is the best thing anyone has done for 
you on a worst day?” Reddit. 3 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/plfqk9g>. 
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109. “Do You Know This Guy Chris Tuttle? If You Do, 
I Need You to Give Him a Shout Out! 

On Saturday, 9 November 2013, Chris Tuttle, a 28-year-old 
Wegmans Food Market employee in Clay, New York, who 
has Asperger’s Syndrome, which can cause trouble with 
coordination and communication, was yelled at by a woman 
who thought that he was ringing up her purchases too slowly. 
This upset him, and his older sister, Jamie Tuttle-Virkler, age 
43, posted this account of the incident on 10 November 2013 
on the Turtle Landing Facebook page and asked people to 
say nice things to him in person or write encouraging 
comments to him on Facebook: 

“Do you know this guy Chris Tuttle? If you do, I need you 
to give him a shout out! He is my little brother and yesterday 
[9 November 2013] at Wegmans, a customer yelled at him 
and then in the middle of her transaction, left to complain 
loudly to a manager, came back to his line and he was so 
shaken, dropped a candle she bought on the ground and it 
shattered. Luckily the manager took him off register 
immediately because clearly he was upset. The customer’s 
problem? Chris was checking her out … TOO SLOW and 
she was furious. She yelled at him, the manager and anyone 
else who would listen. 

“Do you know Chris? He has Asperger’s syndrome. He is 
the happiest guy you will ever meet — I say that because if 
you know him, if you have seen him at Wegmans, if he has 
helped you load your car with groceries, if he has helped you 
find popcorn on aisle 13, if he has checked you out on aisle 
12, if he has taken your trash from the café or if he has 
mopped the floor after you’ve spilt a jar of pickles — then 
you already know that and I need you to let him know. Is he 
slow? Yes, probably. But as the manager explained to the 
woman yesterday, cashier isn’t his primary job. He gets 
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called to cashier when Wegmans is busy, so they put him on 
cashier to HELP out. 

“What this woman doesn’t know is that 10 hours later, Chris 
told me the story as if it just happened, he was just as stressed 
and just as upset. She has no idea how damaging her actions 
were … to one person. Part of Asperger’s is the inability to 
move on, to not be able to wrap his mind around the fact that 
this woman isn’t worth it. To hear him tell the story, your 
heart will break. He doesn’t understand why someone would 
be so nasty to him and for him, he takes it personal.   

“After much discussion with the whole family last night, he 
doesn’t get that some people are just like that. Some people 
are just unaware of how their actions [a]ffect others and how 
their rudeness needs to be ignored and that it has nothing to 
do with him. I tell him all the time, some people will ‘get 
you’ and some won’t. The people that ‘get you,’ those people 
are your friends, focus your energy there.   

“Hugs and kisses to Wegmans for employing him for 7 
years, for giving him a chance, for giving him a life, a job to 
look forward to everyday and understanding managers, 
despite his disabilities. xoxo   

“Chris deserves better and if he’s ever put a smile on your 
heart, could you let him know? Could you leave a comment 
or the next time you go to Wegmans, could you tell him? I 
want him to have a better day.” 

On the following Monday, customers at Wegmans kept 
complimenting Mr. Tuttle. One woman even gave him a 
thank-you note. 

By the following Tuesday, over 15,000 people — worldwide 
— had responded to Ms. Tuttle-Virkler’s request on 
Facebook. By Wednesday morning, over 22,000 people had 
posted comments. Julian Sanchez posted this comment: 
“Shout out from LA! Great job Chris!!! You Rock!” 
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On 12 November 2013, on the Turtle Landing Facebook 
page, Ms. Tuttle-Virkler wrote, “Amazing to have such a 
wonderful story make the news! Thank you to everyone for 
helping spread good cheer yesterday … even internationally, 
thank you for all the love and support you’ve given to Chris 
Tuttle and thank you Catie O’Toole [a reporter at The Post-
Standard in Syracuse, New York] for keeping the story 
positive. Spread the love and as Chris says, ‘kill them with 
kindness’ xoxox.” 

Mr. Tuttle said, “I love my job. I’m overwhelmed by all the 
support and the love by the people I don’t know and I know. 
I just want to say thank you.” He added, “I’m letting it go 
and moving on.” 

Ms. Tuttle-Virkler said, “There is hope. A lot of times 
something happens and you’re like, oh my gosh, what’s this 
world coming to. But to see that kind of response for 
something good, there’s hope.”109 

110. “I Think He Does It Because He Loves the Kids. 
He’s Donated Over a Third of His Lifetime Salary to 
The Children’s Hospital Free Care Fund” 

Albert Lexie, who was 71 years old in June 2013, is a 
shoeshine man who has donated more than $200,600 to 
Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The money 
he donates is his tip money — an idea that he got from a 
telethon. For 36 years, he has donated his tip money to help 

 
109 Source: Ron Dicker, “Facebook Stands Up For Humiliated Grocery 
Worker With Asperger’s.” Huffington Post. 12 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/ls9u8ln>. Also: Catie O’Toole, “Wegmans 
employee with Asperger’s lifted by community support.” The Post-
Standard (Syracuse, New York). 11 November 2013; updated 12 
November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/olnhb4x>. Also: Turtle Landing 
Retreat. Facebook. Accessed 13 November 2013. 
<https://www.facebook.com/pages/Turtle-Landing-
Retreat/146019412110264>. 
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parents who cannot afford to pay the health care expenses of 
their ill children. Dr. Joseph Carcillo said, “I think he does it 
because he loves the kids. He’s donated over a third of his 
lifetime salary to the Children’s Hospital Free Care Fund.” 
Mr. Lexie said, “It’s good to be a hero.”110 

111. “IF YOU WANTED TO PAY FOR SEX / YOU 
SHOULD HAVE HIRED A PROSTITUTE” 

If you buy a woman a drink in a bar, it is a reasonable 
expectation that if she accepts the drink, she will talk to you. 
It is an unreasonable expectation if she accepts the drink, that 
she will sleep with you. On 21 January 2014, Redditor 
neptunewasp posted an AdviceAnimal meme on Imgur with 
this caption: “To the guy who said ‘But I bought you a drink’ 
when I didn’t want to have sex with him.” The meme stated, 
“IF YOU WANTED TO PAY FOR SEX / YOU SHOULD 
HAVE HIRED A PROSTITUTE.”  

On Reddit, CheerioIsMyPassword responded with a nice 
story: “I was at a bar yesterday with a buddy. It was snowy 
and a Monday so it was pretty much just us guys and two 
older gents, one of which was very drunk. 

“He joked around with us a good bit, exchanged joking 
insults and whatnot. After a bit he asked if it would be weird 
if he bought us drinks for being good company. 

 
110 Source: Byron Pitts, “Reporter’s Notebook: Shoeshiner Donates 
$200K in Tips to Kids’ Hospital.” ABC News. 13 June 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/n4uutby>. Also: “Shoe Shiner At Children’s 
Hospital of Pittsburgh Donates $200,000 In Tips.” Huffington Post. 21 
February 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/pg59b2g>. Also: “Shoe shiner 
donates $200K in tips to children in need.” WTAE (Pittsburgh, 
Pebnnsylvania). 21 February 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/ae92jt8>. Also: 
“Albert Lexie.” Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh.” Accessed 12 
January 2014 <http://www.chp.edu/CHP/albert>. 
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“I told him, ‘As long as you don’t expect me to be the bottom 
tonight!’ The four of us went back and forth joking around 
for a bit, laughs were had by all. 

“On their way out, the non-drunk friend stopped behind a bit 
and thanked us for humoring the other guy. Apparently he’s 
been drinking a lot lately because his wife had just died after 
a bout with cancer and being able to joke with us probably 
meant a lot. 

“Only tangentially related but I just wanted to share the 
story.” 

CheerioIsMyPassword added, “If it means anything, he left 
happy and spent the majority of the time laughing his ass off. 
That and how much you could tell his buddy cared for him 
made me feel like he’ll be fine.”111 

112. Good Samaritans and Seizures 

On 9 January 2014, Redditor trog12 posted a Good Guy 
Greg meme about having a grand mal seizure while walking 
his dog in Baltimore, Maryland, the first week of November 
2013. The meme stated, “SEES ME HAVING A SEIZURE 
WHILE I’M OUT WALKING MY DOG / ADMINISTERS 
FIRST AID TIL THE PARAMEDICS ARRIVE THEN 
FOLLOWS ME TO THE HOSPITAL WITH MY DOG 
AND WAITS FOR 3 HOURS TO GIVE ME AND MY 
DOG A RIDE HOME.” On Reddit, NEVT commented, “It’s 
impressive he knew what to do while you were having a 
seizure. A lot of people choke under pressure and can do 
more harm than good when it comes to something like that.” 

 
111 Source: neptunewasp, “To the guy who said ‘But I bought you a 
drink’ when I didn't want to have sex with him.” Imgur. 21 January 
2014 <http://imgur.com/0NWrtOb>. Also: neptunewasp, “To the guy 
who said ‘But I bought you a drink’ when I didn’t want to have sex 
with him.” Reddit. 21 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/lt5r6wk>. 
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Trog12 replied, “I know! I was in a shady part of Baltimore 
too so it’s not like there are a lot of doctors living in the area 
that could happen across me. It was actually the best I have 
been taken care of throughout all my seizures in public 
places.” How did the dog react to the seizure? Trog12 wrote 
on Reddit that his dog “barked and pawed at my back. Crazy 
scratches when I woke up haha.” Unfortunately, because of 
his medication, trog12 was unable to remember the Good 
Samaritan’s name. By the way, LittleIrishGirl recounted a 
good deed that her mother had done: “My mom and I came 
across a gal having a seizure in a Target once. She had a 
mom/sister/friend person with her that was tending to her, 
but her purse items were scattered everywhere, so my mom 
just stopped her shopping, scooped everything back into the 
purse and stood between racks blocking view of the gal from 
other shoppers. Just calm, didn’t say anything, no big deal. I 
was about 12 and I was so confused.”112 

113. Father Loses 40 Pounds to Save Daughter’s Life 

Eduardo Camargo’s youngest daughter, Jazlyn, needed a 
liver transplant because she was born with biliary atresia. 
Eduardo had himself tested to see if he could be a donor for 
five-month-old Jazlyn, but doctors told him that his liver was 
fatty and he would have to lose weight before he could be a 
donor. Dr. Talia Baker said, “There was fat or steatosis in 
the liver. So we counseled him that to be a donor safely, he 
would have to lose weight.” Mr. Camargo said, “That’s 
when it hit me, and I knew I had to do something because I 
didn’t want my daughter to be on the waiting list” for a liver. 

 
112 Source: trog12, “This happened the first week of November and I 
only made this now. Thank you stranger I owe you everything.” Imgur. 
9 January 2014 <http://imgur.com/ncHCBDQ>. Also: trog12, “This 
happened the first week of November and I only made this now. Thank 
you stranger I owe you everything.” Reddit. 9 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/phmqbgv>. 
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Mr. Camargo, age 35, started running 20 miles a week. He 
said, “When I would be nauseous, I would just think of my 
daughter, my eyes would get wider, and I knew I had to keep 
going. My thing in my head all the time was, ‘Please, God, 
help me help my daughter.’” He lost 40 pounds and reduced 
his weight to 168 pounds, and when his daughter became 
worse he was ready to give her one-third of his liver. In 
December 2013 she was home again in Chicago, Illinois.113 

114. Crossed “Cure Cancer” Off the Bucket List 

Lots of people make up a bucket list — a list of things that 
they want to have done before they kick the bucket. Redditor 
FreeDirt’s bucket list included this item: “Cure Cancer.” 
Impossible? No! FreeDirt, aka Jillian from Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, joined a registry of bone marrow donors. After 
being on the registry for four years, FreeDirt donated some 
of her bone marrow to a woman who sent FreeDirt this 
thank-you letter that she wrote on 9/22/13:  

“Dear Donor,  

“Thank you! Thank you! 

“These words are completely inadequate for what you have 
done for me. 

“Your selfless act humbles me. I can’t believe that a 
complete stranger would take the time and go through the 
discomfort of donating their stem cells to me. 

“You have made a huge difference in my life. My transplant 
went well. Your strong cells have done their job. You have 
given my body a chance to start working correctly again. So 
far, so good! 

 
113 Source: “Father loses 40 pounds to save baby’s life.” WLS-TV 
(Chicago, Illinois). 29 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/mvkjpfg>. 
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“All of my family and friends would like to say Thank You 
as well. You have given me more time to be with all of them. 
That is the best gift you have given me. 

“Thank You So Much Again.” 

On 5 November 2013, FreeDirt posted this on Reddit: 

“I promised myself that when I received 100 upvotes, I 
would write my story. I figure I won’t get any further than 
these 100 votes, may as well write it now! There’s not much 
to say, as the letter explains most of what happened 
afterward, but I’ll try to answer the most frequently asked 
questions I have received over the months, and go back 
through my e-mails too, in order to form a more coherent 
story. :) 

“I did the donation back in July [2013], and received the first 
e-mails starting in April. What I liked most about the process 
was the fact that you said ‘Yes’, and had the chance to say 
No, to each step in the process. First, they told me I was one 
in five people who were asked for additional blood. 

“Sure, why not. My blood was sent off. The people said I 
had less than a 10% chance since that day, to be matched 
with this particular person. 

“Most of it was a waiting game. Then, they ask you to do 
some preliminary checkups. I did an echocardiogram, 
various other scans (I forgot what they were all called, 
sorry), about one a week for several weeks. 

“Sure, why not. 

“Then things started getting serious. I passed my physical, 
and they asked if it was ok to go on Filgrastim, a growth 
hormone to produce a bunch of extra marrow in your bones. 

“Now there is no turning back. Sure, why not. 
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“I received injections for four days in a row, and on the end 
of the fourth day, they flew me out to the collection center, 
where I received one final injection and they withdrew the 
bone marrow from my blood. I did work for all of those days, 
and since I work on a computer all day with a nice comfy 
office chair, it wasn’t hard. I just pitched my chair into a 
more comfortable position and worked lying almost-flat for 
a few days. 

“Many people asked how it felt to get the filgrastim, even 
my doctor. I can’t really describe it. It’s like your bones are 
being stretched inside of you, but they have nowhere to go, 
so they just ache all the time. My lower back and my chest 
bone (errr … what’s that called? I’m terrible at remembering 
doctor stuff, sorry) hurt the most. I remember being 
REALLY uncomfortable on the plane on that next-to-last 
day. I hadn’t been sleeping well and there just wasn’t a 
comfortable position to [lie] in on a plane with very poorly 
reclining seats. 

“After they withdrew the excess bone marrow, I remember 
instantly feeling better, but still tired. I went back to my hotel 
and slept for quite a few hours (my poor friend who came 
with me spent that time being extremely bored). When I 
woke up, I felt great, with zero discomfort. 

“The only updates I heard after I flew back was about a 
month later, they had given her my bone marrow and she 
was doing ‘ok’. I didn’t hear anything until about two weeks 
ago, my sponsor told me she received something from my 
recipient’s side, and was going to forward it to me. I don’t 
know why it took over a month to get to me (you can see the 
recipient dated the letter 9/22/13, over a month ago), but I 
assume it takes time to screen everything and ensure it’s ok 
to forward on. 

“Would I do it again? I get this a lot. In short, I think I would 
do the PBSC [Peripheral Blood Stem Cell] donation again, 
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but I would have to seriously consider if I wanted to do the 
Bone Marrow surgery for anyone. I’m still not sure. Since I 
just did a donation, your name is automatically ‘hidden’ 
from the registry for a year. They also send you a form in 
which you check every box that you are willing to give to 
your recipient, if needed again. Regular blood donation, 
bone marrow, or PBSC (again) are all potential, if she needs 
them. 

“EDIT 11:48PM Time for bed, Reddit. Thanks for checking 
out my story. The point of this post is to hopefully educate, 
and help those who are maybe on the fence about joining the 
registry, to go ahead and do it. Please, PLEASE take joining 
the registry very seriously. VERY seriously. Think about it, 
then join. It’s painless to join (they do a cheek-swab, that’s 
it), and you have the chance to help someone in the future.” 

By the way, FreeDirt watched a lot of YouTube videos about 
donating bone marrow before making her decision to donate 
bone marrow. 

Also by the way, Redditor Aspy343 wrote, “Thought you 
should know that the letter you posted just made me sign 
up. I never even knew it was a thing until now. I want to 
know what it feels like to save a person's life. I bet it’s a 
good feeling.”114 

 
114 Source: FreeDirt, “Bucket List: Cured cancer. I just received this 
from my Bone Marrow recipient.” Imgur. 5 November 2013 
<http://imgur.com/hrMOoLX>. Also: FreeDirt, “Bucket List: Cured 
cancer. I just received this from my Bone Marrow recipient.” Reddit. 5 
November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/levddcs>. Also: Megan Griffo, 
“Bone Marrow Recipient Pens Beautiful Thank You Letter To Donor 
(PHOTO).” Huffington Post. 6 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/lobwy29>. 
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115. “Nothing was as Scary as Sitting There on the 
Floor Next to that Girl Knowing if I Didn’t Do 
Something She was Going to Die” 

In August 2013, fig-figgins asked, “Cops of reddit, what is 
the scariest situation you’ve ever been in?” bonjelea wrote 
about his scariest situation, which involved a three-year-old 
girl who was in cardiac arrest. He was first responder 
certified because his job as a police officer meant that he was 
often responding to an emergency before the EMTs could 
get there. However, he had not performed CPR since he was 
a student in the police academy. The three-year-old girl was 
having a seizure, but by the time he got there she had gone 
into cardiac arrest. He ran to her family’s room, which was 
in a large hotel/resort at a beach where he worked. The little 
girl was turning blue, and her family members were 
hysterical. The little girl’s mother screamed at him to save 
her daughter’s life. He quickly made the family members 
leave so that they could guide the EMTs to the room and then 
he began giving the little girl CPR. He wrote on Reddit, 
“Amazingly, with the first compression, she suddenly let out 
a giant cough and started breathing again.” EMTs arrived 
and took the little girl to the hospital. bonjelea added, “I’ve 
been a police officer for five years now, responded to 
countless fatal wrecks, shootings, stabbings, murder scenes, 
etc., but nothing was as scary as sitting there on the floor 
next to that girl knowing if I didn’t do something she was 
going to die.”115 

 
115 Source: fig-figgins, “Cops of Reddit, what is the scariest situation 
you’ve ever been in?” Reddit. 25 August 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/lostujl>. 
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116. “He Called Me Over, I Called 9-1-1, and [I] Started 
Doing Chest Compressions. At the Moment, It Just 
Kind of Clicked and I Went Into Action” 

In January 2014, Rick Hendrickson, age 66, suffered a heart 
attack after going outside his home in Oslo, Minnesota, to 
check on a relative who was shoveling the sidewalk. The 
relative, described in news reports as either a son or a 
grandson, then flagged down Jake Craik, a 29-year-old 
substitute mail carrier who is certified in CPR. Mr. Craik 
said, “He called me over, I called 9-1-1, and [I] started doing 
chest compressions. At the moment, it just kind of clicked 
and I went into action.” He performed chest compressions 
until the arrival of emergency responders. He said that his 
wife had talked him into taking a CPR class, and he added, 
“I guess it never hurts for somebody to know CPR because 
you never know when you’ll need to use it.” Mr. 
Hendrickson said, “He did it properly, too. I could have been 
a vegetable.” Mr. Hendrickson did suffer broken ribs, which 
is common in CPR. According to the American Heart 
Association, “Effective bystander CPR provided 
immediately after sudden cardiac arrest can double or triple 
a victim’s chance of survival, but only 32 percent of cardiac 
arrest victims get CPR from a bystander.”116  

117. “In Bravely and Selflessly Giving His Own Life, He 
was Able to Save the Lives of Six Others — and He 
Truly is a Hero” 

Around 4:45 a.m. on 20 January 2014 in Penfield, New 
York, fire broke out in a single-wide trailer. Three people 
died in the fire. One of them was eight-year-old Tyler 

 
116 Source: Cynthia Johnson, “Postal worker saves an Oslo man’s life 
by performing CPR.” WDAZ. 21 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/m354uvd>. Also: Sydney Lupkin, “Minn. Mail 
Carrier Delivered CPR: ‘It Just Kind of Clicked and I Went Into 
Action.’” ABC News. 23 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/loqev2m>. 
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Doohan, who discovered the fire and alerted other family 
members, six of whom — two of them children aged four 
and six — got out safely. Penfield Fire Chief Chris Ebmeyer 
said that Tyler went back into the trailer in an attempt to help 
his disabled grandfather. Tyler’s mother, Crystal Vrooman, 
said, “My sister had his hand and I guess he let go of her and 
tried to get to my dad.” Ms. Vrooman added, “He just ran to 
the back steps and my sister followed him and tried to stop 
him.” Fire Chief Ebmeyer said, “By that time, the fire had 
traveled to the back of the trailer. Unfortunately they both 
succumbed to heat and smoke.” Tyler was overcome by 
smoke as he attempted to lift his grandfather out of bed. Ms. 
Vrooman said, “It makes me really proud, it really does, but 
I just want him back.” She added, “I’m just so grateful that 
he went with people that he loved. He didn’t go alone.” 
Richard Stutzman Jr., interim superintendent of the East 
Rochester School District, in which Tyler went to school, 
said, “To go running back in there, it’s quite something. It’s 
probably not what you teach in fire school; however, he did 
it and that’s how we’re going to remember him.” He added, 
“In bravely and selflessly giving his own life, he was able to 
save the lives of six others — and he truly is a hero.” His 
mother said, “You never know when it’s going to happen. 
Just hold your babies close and don’t let them go.”117 

 
117 Source: ProphetOfPhil, “I don’t care if this is a repost, Tyler Doohan 
deserves to be known for what he did for his family.” Imgur. 22 January 
2014 <http://imgur.com/gallery/OkQGGJy>. Also: Nadine DeNinno, 
“Tyler Doohan, 8, Dies In Fire Trying To Save 6 Family Members In 
Mobile Home.” International Business Times. 22 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/nvkpsnm>. Also: “8-year-old saves 6 from fire, dies 
going for two more.” Associated Press. 22 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/kops6s9>. Also: Jane Flasch, “Mother of 9 year old 
hero: I just want him back.” Updated 21 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/mgjodew>. 



 134 

118. A Daring Maneuver 

In March 2013, a Good Samaritan saw a 2008 Gull Wing 
Ford Mustang GT on fire in a neighbor’s driveway in 
Copperfield, Calgary, Alberta, Canada. The vehicle was near 
the neighbor’s house, so the Good Samaritan got in the 
burning vehicle and moved it so that the fire would not 
spread to the house. Calgary Fire Department officials called 
this a “daring maneuver.” No one was injured.118 

119. “I Think Anybody Would Have Done the Same 
Thing, Really” 

On 5 November 2013 in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, Ron 
Nobert saw flames. A mobile home was on fire on the street 
where he lived. He and his sons, Alex and Shawn, went 
through the front door and found Elly Craciun, an 81-year-
old who uses a wheelchair, lying on the floor, unconscious. 
Ron picked her up and carried her outside. Some of her skin 
was peeling from the fire. Soon after he got her outside and 
a neighbor helped him carry her away from the fire, some 
oxygen tanks in the home exploded. Ron said, “I didn’t 
really think about it.” He added, “I think anybody would 
have done the same thing, really.” Ms. Craciun suffered 
burns to her arms and back; she also suffered from smoke 
inhalation. Unfortunately, she later died from her injuries.119 

 
118 Source: “Neighbour moves burning sports car away from 
Copperfield house.” Calgary Herald (Alberta, Canada). 9 March 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/mqooqdd>. 
119 Source: Bryce Forbes, “Good Samaritan rescues senior from fire.” 
Calgary Herald (Alberta, Canada). 6 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/ng798g5>. Also: Dave Dormer, “Turner Valley 
senior dies from injuries suffered in house fire.” Calgary Sun (Alberta, 
Canada). 18 November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/p3aod27>. 
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120. “Bringing a Five-Year-Old Back [from the Dead], 
It’s an Amazing Feeling” 

On 27 November 2013, the day before Thanksgiving, 
cardiologist Amir Siadatan revived a five-year-old boy who 
was pulled unconscious from the deep end of a swimming 
pool at the Ritz Carlton in Key Biscayne, Florida. He said, 
“Bringing a five-year-old back, it’s an amazing feeling.” He 
told the people present, “This is what I do for a living,” and 
then he performed CPR on the boy. Dr. Siadatan said, 
“Thank God he turned around within two minutes.” He 
added, “I don’t want to take anything for this, I did what I 
had to do. Thank God I was there, I mean this is just pure 
luck that I was there.” The boy, who was alert when 
paramedics arrived, was taken to Miami Children’s Hospital. 
Marcos Osorio, deputy chief with the Key Biscayne Fire 
Department, said, “If it wasn’t for his quick action and 
responsibility to take action, we probably would’ve been 
standing here with a different circumstance.” Dr. Siadatan 
said, “It is a feeling that nothing can replace. It’s just like, 
you know, I did something right today, for this week, or this 
month — nothing replaces this.”120 

121. Neerja Bhanot: Hero of Pan Am Flight 73 

On 5 September 1986, four heavily armed Arabic-speaking 
terrorists hijacked Pan Am Flight 73 in Karachi, Pakistan. 
Neerja Bhanot, who was born in Chandigarh, India, was one 
of the flight attendants. A terrorist grabbed her by her 
ponytail, but she was able to shout the code name for a 
hijacking, and another flight attendant relayed it to the 
cockpit crew: the pilot, co-pilot, and flight engineer. They 
were able to escape, thus grounding the airplane. Ms. Bhanot 

 
120 Source: Steve Litz, “Doctor Saves Boy From Drowning in Key 
Biscayne Ritz Carlton Pool.” NBCMiami (Florida). 28 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/kmrv484>. 
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served coffee and sandwiches and kept the passengers calm. 
Her continual smile angered the hijackers. Sekhar Mitra, a 
surviving passenger of the hijacking, said, “She was 
fantastic, the only real hero in the incident.” The terrorists 
were targeting USAmericans on the flight, and she and the 
other flight attendants hid the USAmericans’ passports so 
that the terrorists could not tell who was and was not 
USAmerican. Mr. Mitra said, “I still can’t believe she did 
that. If they had found that out, they would have killed her 
immediately, I’m sure.” After 17 hours, the terrorists began 
to set off explosives and to shoot the passengers. Ms. Bhanot 
helped Mr. Mitra escape; he said, “I was going to jump out, 
but she said it was a wing exit and it would be too long a fall 
for me. She directed me to the rear exit, and I got out.” Ms. 
Bhanot opened an emergency door and helped people exit 
the plane to safety. She died after being shot as she used her 
body to shield three children from the gunfire. She died two 
days before her 23rd birthday. Twenty passengers were 
killed during the hijacking; all of the terrorists were captured 
and convicted. This is the citation that Pan Am issued in her 
honor: 

“In memory of Neerja. 

“Her time with us was all too short. Her fond memory will 
fly with us forever — Pan Am  

“Neerja joined the Pan Am family on Jan. 16, 1986. Her 
employment with Pan Am was a great source of joy for her 
and her beloved family. Her special leadership qualities were 
quickly recognized and she was elevated to the position of 
‘Purser’ on April, 1986. 

“Neerja was the Senior Purser aboard Pan Am Clipper 73, 
which was hijacked by armed terrorists at Karachi airport. 
Her gallant actions were nothing less than heroic as she, 
along with nearly 400 other passengers and crew members, 
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was held at gunpoint, constantly under the threat of death, 
for over 16 hours.  

“Setting aside all concern for her personal safety and well-
being, Neerja identified herself to the terrorists as the crew 
member in charge of Clipper 73. Her decision to take 
responsibility for the situation at hand was in the highest 
traditions of excellence and service to her fellow man.  

Neerja stood as a symbol of leadership. Her fellow flight 
attendants looked to her for strength, which they found in 
Neerja’s calm and professional manner, which helped to 
heighten the spirits and hopes of everyone. She provided 
assistance to passengers at every juncture, giving special 
attention to small children and elderly passengers, who 
found comfort where otherwise, there was none.  

“In the final hour, she gave her own life, while shielding 
three small children from gunfire.  

“Neerja was called upon under the most difficult conditions, 
at the most difficult time, to step forward in a position of 
leadership. And her heroic actions were responsible for 
saving of hundreds of lives.  

“She is deeply mourned and sadly missed and will always be 
remembered in thoughts and prayers by members of her 
large Pan Am family. Her actions will live on as a testament 
to the highest ideals.  

“We were honoured to call Neerja sister and one of our 
own.”121 

122. “My Son Made His Mother Cry, But Saved 
Hundreds of Mothers from Crying for Their Children” 

On 6 January 2014 at Government High School Ibrahimzai, 
a school in Ibrahimzai, Hangu, in northwestern Pakistan, 15-

 
121 Source: “Neerja Bhanot.” Wikipedia. Accessed 5 January 2014 
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year-old student Aitzaz Hassan stopped a suicide bomber, 
who detonated his explosives, killing himself and Aitzaz. 
The young hero’s father, Mujahid Ali Bangash, said, “Aitzaz 
has made us proud by valiantly intercepting the bomber and 
saving the lives of hundreds of his fellow students. I am 
happy that my son has become a martyr by sacrificing his 
life for a noble cause.” Mr. Bangash, who works in the 
United Arab Emirates, added, “Many people are coming to 
see me but if they try to express sympathy, I tell them to 
congratulate me instead on becoming the father of a martyr. 
I will be even more than happy if my second son also 
sacrifices his life for the country.” Mudassar Hassan 
Bangish, Aitzaz’ cousin, said, “My cousin sacrificed his life 
saving his school and hundreds of students and school 
fellows. The suicide bomber wanted to destroy the school 
and school students. It was my cousin who stopped him from 
this … destruction.” Mr. Bangish heard from witnesses at the 
school what had happened. He said that Aitzaz noticed the 
suicide bomber, who was wearing a school uniform and a 
suicide vest, and that Aitzaz’ friends did not want him to 
confront the suicide bomber: “So he told them, ‘I’m going to 
stop him. He is going to school to kill my friends’. He 
wanted to capture this suicide bomber. He wanted to stop 
[him]. Meanwhile the suicide bomber blasted himself which 
resulted in the death of my cousin.” Aitzaz stopped the 
suicide bomber at the gates to the school, and the suicide 
bomber detonated the explosives. Aitzaz died in a hospital 

 
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neerja_Bhanot >. Also: Neerja Bjanot. 
2010. Accessed 5 January 2014. <http://neerjabhanot.org/wwv.htm> 
and <http://neerjabhanot.org/father.htm> and 
<http://neerjabhanot.org/pac.htm>. Also: “Pan Am Flight 73.” 
Wikipedia. Accessed 5 January 2014 
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pan_Am_Flight_73>. Also: 
“http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neerja_Bhanot An awesome, selfless, 
human being.” Imgur. Accessed 5 January 2014 
<http://imgur.com/gallery/a0dHmwA>. 
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following the explosion. Most of the students at the school 
are Shiite. Writer and journalist Omer Aziz tweeted, “Aitzaz 
Hasan, 15 years old, gave his life to stop a suicide bomber in 
Pakistan. A reminder to us all what real courage is. RIP, 
brave soul.” Mr. Bangash said, “My son made his mother 
cry, but saved hundreds of mothers from crying for their 
children.” According to District Police Officer (DPO) 
Iftikhar Ahmad, student Aitzaz Hasan “laid down his life to 
protect the lives of around 2,000 students present in the 
school at the time of the explosion.”122 

123. “The Students are Safe. I’m Safe, and It Turned 
Out to be a Good Day at Indian River. It Could Have 
Been a Bad Day” 

On 15 January 2014, Bob Kuba prevented a school shooting 
at Indian River High School in Philadelphia, New York. He 
said, “I just reacted to the situation. I didn’t have the time to 
think. I just reacted to it.” At the beginning of Mr. Kuba’s 
earth science class, a 15-year-old student told him that he 
wanted to share an experiment on “conduction” with the 
class. Mr. Kuba gave him permission to do so, but said that 
it would have to be at the end of the class. Later, the student 
took a blanket off the “experiment.” Mr. Kuba said, “Once 
he took the blanket off, I saw it was a gun case. I thought it 
was odd that there was a science experiment in a gun case. 
Once he opened the gun case, I saw that there was a rifle 
there. I grabbed the rifle with one hand. I warded him off 
with the other hand.” From a hunter safety course, Mr. Kuba 

 
122 Source: “Pakistan father hails teenage son Aitzaz Hassan who died 
while tackling suicide bomber.” AFP. 10 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/kqfj3fz>. Also: “Aitzaz Hasan: Tributes to Pakistan 
teenager killed when he stopped a bomber.” BBC 9 January 2014 
<http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-25663992>. Also: “Hangu 
suicide blast.” The Express Tribune. 7 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/m7bttvj>. 
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had learned to always treat a gun as if it were loaded. He 
said, “I just basically reacted to the situation, made sure I 
kept the barrel away from the students, and I kept him away 
from the weapon.” Police were called, and the school was 
put on lockdown for an hour. This is the internet’s Free 
Dictionary definition of “lockdown”: “(Law) US a security 
measure in which those inside a building such as a prison, 
school, or hospital are required to remain confined in it for a 
time: many schools remained under lockdown yesterday.” 
Mr. Kuba said, “You never think that a kid would bring a 
rifle to your classroom. I’m just very thankful that 
everybody’s okay. The students are safe. I’m safe, and it 
turned out to be a good day at Indian River. It could have 
been a bad day.” Jefferson County Undersheriff Paul 
Trudeau said that the gun was loaded.123 

124. Two-Year-Old Girl Saved from Drowning in a 
Septic Tank 

In January 2014, a two-year-old girl near the city of 
Maricopa in Pinal County, Arizona, nearly drowned in a 
septic tank. She had stepped on the plastic septic tank cover, 
which flipped over, causing her to fall into about 50 inches 
of raw sewage. The girl’s mother screamed, and Henry 
Ricketts, age 27, of Maricopa, and Audencio Rios, age 29, 
of Standfield, went into the septic tank after the little girl. 
She spent approximately four minutes in the septic tank 
before Mr. Rios finally pulled her out. Chelsea Cunningham, 
a 28-year-old nurse, of Alberta, gave CPR to the little girl, 
who was then taken to Cardon Children’s Hospital in Mesa. 

 
123 Source: “Indian River Teacher: ‘It Could Have Been A Bad Day.” 
WNYF (New York). 16 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/lrbannp>. 
Also: “Undersheriff: Rifle At Indian River HS Was Loaded.” WNYF 
(New York). 16 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/mqsoxmz>. Also: 
“Lockdown.” The Free Dictionary. Accessed 19 January 2014 
<http://www.thefreedictionary.com/lockdown>. 
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Mr. Ricketts, who was newly released from prison, said, “I 
inhaled some of the nasty water, so I had to come back up. 
Eyewitness Barbara Fowler said, “They pulled him back up, 
but they couldn’t find her. Immediately after that, another 
gentleman went in head-first, and they had a guy on either 
side holding each of his feet and dropped him down in there 
and he dug around and came up with that baby, by its arm.” 
At first, the girl appeared to be lifeless, but she revived after 
Ms. Cunningham gave her CPR. Ms. Fowler said, “And then 
this angel, this young woman who came and took control, 
started CPR and gave her mouth to mouth, and that little 
child started showing some signs of life.” She added about 
the rescuers, “I’m proud to be in their presence, to know 
people come together like that. They were astounding.” Mr. 
Ricketts said, “I would have done it for anybody. I have a 
son.” Ms. Fowler said, “And those two men not hesitating, 
they were heroes. Amazing.”124 

125. “They Dropped the Babies Down and I Catch 
Them” 

On 18 December 2013, an apartment in the Bronx of New 
York City caught on fire; inside were two young twin boys: 
11-month-old Isreal and Ishmeal. Jermaine Shirley, a 30-
year-old postal worker who lived on the third floor of the 
apartment building, smelled the smoke from a fire on the 
second floor and warned everybody to get out. He got his 
wife and child to safety, and then he climbed to the roof of 
an attached room at the rear of the building so he could catch 
the twin boys. The boys’ father, Everdean Codner, age 32, 

 
124 Source: Jonathan Lowe, Phil Benson, and Steve Stout, “Ex-inmate, 
2 others to be honored for saving life of 2-year-old.” KPHO (Phoenix, 
Arizona). 11 January 2014; updated 13 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/k89qvca>. Also: Lauren Vargas, “Young girl 
rescued after fall into septic tank near Maricopa.” ABC15. 11 January 
2014 <http://tinyurl.com/lw5v6wl>. 
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dropped them from a third-floor fire escape into Mr. 
Shirley’s hands. Mr. Shirley said, “I was ready to catch. One 
of them, he kind of flipped a little because he was in a full 
‘onesie’ suit, but I catch him.” He added, “They dropped the 
babies down and I catch them. I just thank God that everyone 
is safe — my wife and kid — everyone is safe. I would want 
everyone to do the same for me.” Mr. Codner said, “I thank 
Jermaine for saving my babies. Now I have a second chance 
to be a father to my sons.” He added, “The smoke was heavy; 
it pushed us back inside. I wanted to get my babies out and I 
ran to the fire escape. I just dropped them. Thank God they 
are okay.” Three people suffered minor injuries, but no lives 
were lost.125  

126. “Fate Made Me Pass by the Road at that Time” 

On 9 December 2013, Luigi Barbanera, who works as a 
guard at an Italian penitentiary, saw a commotion at a 
building in Cantù, Italy. People were looking at a 23-month-
old boy named Ryan, who was leaning out of a window on 
the second floor of the building. He seemed to be about to 
fall out of a window. Mr. Barbanera, a former goalkeeper in 
soccer, positioned himself under the boy and caught him 
when he fell. Both were knocked to the ground, but neither 
was hurt. Mr. Barbanera said, “To tell you the truth, in the 
moment I felt completely powerless. I didn’t even know 
what I would do. Five minutes passed before I saw the baby 
move its leg forward wearily and fall.” Ryan’s mother had 
left him alone while she hung laundry up to dry. When she 
discovered that he was missing, she ran down to the street. 

 
125 Source: Daniel Prendergast and Lorena Mongelli, “Hero postman 
catches babies from burning apartment.” New York Post. 18 December 
2013 <http://tinyurl.com/onwsstg>. 
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Mr. Barbanera, who had already caught the boy when she 
arrived, said, “Fate made me pass by the road at that time.”126 

127. “Please, Mom. This is What They Teach Us in 
School. When You Hear the Siren, You Need to Go 
Somewhere Safe” 

On 17 November 2013 in Washington, Illinois, Brevin 
Hunter, age six, heard the emergency siren as he was playing 
the game Minecraft on his Xbox. He begged, “Please, Mom. 
Let’s go down in the basement.” His mother, Lisa Hunter, 
heard the emergency siren, but the sky looked clear, and so 
she thought that it must be an emergency drill. But her son 
kept begging her, “Please, Mom. This is what they teach us 
in school. When you hear the siren, you need to go 
somewhere safe.” She listened to him. She, Brevin, and her 
oldest son, 11-year-old Brody, went into the basement. A 
few minutes later, a tornado hit their home. Later, Lisa 
Hunter said, “There’s no way I would have gone if he hadn’t 
kept nagging me.” Lucinda Gresham, a nurse volunteering 
at Crossroads Methodist Church, where survivors of the 
tornado gathered, said about these members of the Hunter 
family, “They are alive today because of that boy.” The 
tornado destroyed several homes. Brevin acted quickly in the 
emergency and he did not take time to save his progress in 
his Minecraft game; he said, “Now I have to start over.” 
According to Wikipedia, many tornados swept across 
Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, Missouri, Ohio, and 
Tennessee on 17 November 2013, causing at least eight 

 
126 Source: “Ha preso al volo il bimbo «Dio mi ha dato la freddezza».” 
La Provincia. 10 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/qc75kdy>. Also: 
“Passing Officer Catches Toddler Falling From 2nd-Floor Window.” 
Huffington Post. 11 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/n3cafj2>. 
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deaths. Because of Brevin, the number of deaths was not 
higher.127 

128. “There is a Five-Year-Old Girl. I’m 90 Years Old. I 
Have had a Life. She Hasn’t had a Life. You Got to Save 
that Life” 

In March 2011, John Shear, an age-90 paddock guard at 
Santa Anita Race Track in Arcadia, California, saved the life 
of a five-year-old girl who was in the path of a runaway 
horse. Witness Aaron Hesz said, “The horse came full speed 
and the horse’s shoulder hit John’s head.” Mr. Shear, a 
former jockey, suffered multiple fractures. He had been 
working as a paddock guard at Santa Anita Race Track for 
almost 50 years. His son, Mike Shear, said after the accident, 
“My dad does about 35 pushups a day, and he eats well and 
stays fit. I think that’s the biggest reason he’s recovering so 
quickly.” In 2013, John Shear remembered the most 
important 10 seconds of his career as a paddock guard: “I 
heard someone shout out there was a loose horse.” John 
Shear shouted to people to clear out of the path of the horse. 
He said, “I went to one side and when I looked down, there 
was a little girl standing there.” The little girl was five-year-
old Roxy Key, the daughter of Michael Key, who said, 
“Before I could even think to even move, here comes Mr. 
Shear.” John Shear said, “I knew I was going to get hit. I 
thought there was a possibility I was going to die, but you 
cannot stop and think should I or shouldn’t I. There is a five-
year-old girl. I’m 90 years old. I have had a life. She hasn’t 
had a life. You got to save that life.” He shielded Roxy from 
the horse by getting in between them. The horse knocked 

 
127 Source: Bonnie Miller Rubin, “Boy, 6, urged family to head to 
safety.” Chicago Tribune (Illinois). 18 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/ndn2x7w>. Also: “November 17, 2013 tornado 
outbreak.” Wikipedia. Accessed 20 November 2013. 
<http://tinyurl.com/pymnxsy>. 
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both of them down. Michael Key said, “She got up and I was 
shaking. I was in shock. And she’s like, ‘I’m fine, papa, I’m 
fine,’ and then she looked over and saw Mr. Shear on the 
ground and there was blood hemorrhaging and she lost it, 
she just lost it.” John Shear said, “I heard her say when her 
dad asked her if she was fine she said, ‘Yes dad, I’m all 
right.’ I felt better that she was safe.” Michael Key said that 
if not for John Shear, “She [his daughter] would have been 
dead. It would have crushed her, and I would have had, I 
would have been holding my dead baby in my arms.” John 
Shear spent seven weeks in a hospital. Two years later, in 
2013, John Shear met Roxy again. He said, “I have always 
wanted to meet her, and I was so sad that I never got the 
chance to meet her when I got better.” He met her at a ballet 
school where she was taking a class: “I kept saying to 
myself, Is that Roxy? Where is she? I was on pins and 
needles waiting to see her. And when I finally see her come 
out and dance, it felt so exhilarating I can hardly explain. I 
felt so emotional in my heart.” He added, “When her mother 
came over and hugged me and said, ‘You’re my daughter’s 
guardian angel,’ I felt wonderful. There was just something 
emotional about that.” Michael Key said, “He didn’t save a 
daughter, he saved a family.”128 

129. “I Woke Him Up and Said, ‘You’re Going to Kill 
Somebody.’ He was Out of It” 

On 28 June 2013, a boat made donuts at Arcadia Lake in 
Edmond, Oklahoma. The driver of the boat was 

 
128 Source: “90-Year-Old John Shear Saves 9-Year-Old From Runaway 
Racehorse.” Huffington Post. 15 March 2011 
<http://tinyurl.com/48cmn6h>. Also: Jay Privman, “Santa Anita 
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<http://tinyurl.com/4u3d7sn>. Also: Chris Connelly, “Man Meets 5-
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unconscious. Other boaters tried to wake up and 
communicate with the man, but they were unsuccessful. 
Witness Paige Jenkins said, “A lot of people were 
screaming, ‘Wake up.’ He’s knocked out.” Ernie and Paige 
Jenkins positioned their pontoon boat for a closer look. Ernie 
Paige said, “I see him heading toward the beach with kids. I 
said, ‘Paige, you need to drive. I’m jumping in this boat. We 
are stopping this boat.’” Ernie had a sore back, and Paige had 
never before driven the pontoon boat. Ernie said, “I jumped 
from right here. The leap of faith spot we call it.” He stopped 
the boat, which was then heading toward a swimming area 
in which were families. He said about the unconscious man, 
“I woke him up and said, ‘You’re going to kill somebody.’ 
He was out of it.” Edmond Lake Patrol Officer Bervis Littles 
said, “I obviously see there was alcohol on the boat, and I 
asked the driver, ‘How much have you had to drink today?’ 
His reply was ‘I’ve had quite a bit, but I wasn’t driving.’ And 
he pointed to the guy who jumped on the boat and shut it 
down.” The man who had been unconscious was arrested for 
boating under the influence. Paige Jenkins said, “Fortunately 
for us, God was with us that day and we made it.”129 

130. Keshia Thomas: “Someone had to Step Out of the 
Pack and Say, ‘This Isn’t Right’” 

In June 1996, the Ku Klux Khan held a rally in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. Many people also rallied there in opposition to the 
Klan. A small group of Klansmen was on one side of a fence, 
protected by police, and a much larger group of anti-Klan 
ralliers were on the other side of the fence. One of the anti-
Klan ralliers yelled into a megaphone, “There’s a Klansman 
in the crowd!” Indeed, a white, middle-aged man wearing a 
Confederate flag T-shirt and an SS tattoo — the SS is a 

 
129 Source: Lance West, “Good samaritan takes ‘leap of faith’ to stop 
out-of-control boat.” KFOR (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). 3 July 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/o98ovby>. 
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symbol used by the Nazis — was in the crowd. The man 
started to walk away. Mob mentality took over many people, 
and they began to attack the man, who now tried to run away. 
Some people cried, “Kill the Nazi.” Anti-Klan ralliers 
knocked the man down and began to kick and hit him. 
Keshia Thomas, then age 18, said, “It became barbaric. 
When people are in a crowd, they are more likely to do things 
they would never do as an individual. Someone had to step 
out of the pack and say, ‘This isn’t right.’” Ms. Thomas, who 
was still in high school, threw herself on top of the man to 
protect him from the attackers. She said, “When they 
dropped him to the ground, it felt like two angels had lifted 
my body up and laid me down.” Mark Brunner, a student 
photographer who took photos of her heroism, said, “She put 
herself at physical risk to protect someone who, in my 
opinion, would not have done the same for her. Who does 
that in this world?” Ms. Thomas said, “I knew what it was 
like to be hurt. The many times that that happened, I wish 
someone would have stood up for me.” She added that 
“violence is violence — nobody deserves to be hurt, 
especially not for an idea.” She never again saw the man 
whose life she had saved, but months later a young man saw 
her in a coffee shop and said, “Thanks.” She asked, “What 
for?” The young man replied, “That was my dad.” Ms. 
Thomas said, “For the most part, people who hurt … they 
come from hurt. It is a cycle. Let’s say they had killed him 
or hurt him really bad. How does the son feel? Does he carry 
on the violence?” Teri Gunderson, who has two adopted 
mixed-race daughters, kept a copy of Ms. Thomas’ 
photograph. Ms. Gunderson said, “The voice in my head 
says something like this, ‘If she could protect a man [like 
that], I can show kindness to this person.’ And with that 
encouragement, I do act with more kindness. I don’t know 
her, but since then I am more kind.” Ms. Thomas, now in her 
30s, lives in Houston, Texas. In 2013, she said about her 
1996 heroism, “I don’t want to think that this is the best I 
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could ever be. In life you are always striving to do better.” 
She believes in small acts of kindness: “The biggest thing 
you can do is just be kind to another human being. It can 
come down to eye contact, or a smile. It doesn’t have to be a 
huge monumental act.” Mr. Brunner said, “We would all like 
to be a bit like Keshia, wouldn’t we? She didn’t think about 
herself. She just did the right thing.”130 

131. “Most Kids Would have Sat There Until Their 
Parent Woke Up. She Took the Initiative to Run Out 
Even Though It was Dark” 

On 22 October 2013, former volunteer firefighter Chris 
Lucas hit his head and knocked himself out while unloading 
scrap metal from his truck in the Hamilton Lakes area of Iron 
Mountain, Michigan. Fortunately, he had a hero with him: 
his four-year-old daughter, Cadence Lucas. He said, “I got 
out of the truck to take the stuff out, and I think I dropped 
something underneath the tailgate. After that, I don’t really 
remember what happened.” Cadence ran a quarter-mile to a 
neighbor’s house to get help for him. The neighbor aided Mr. 
Lucas and called an ambulance. Mr. Lucas said about his 
daughter, “Most kids would have sat there until their parent 
woke up. She took the initiative to run out even though it was 
dark.” He added, “She knows the property, and she told me 
she had seen headlights in the neighbor’s yard. That’s 
probably why she went over there.” Mr. Evans suffered a 
concussion, and he spent the night in a hospital. He 
encourages parents to talk to their children about what to do 
in emergencies. He said, “We work with her on 911, and she 

 
130 Source: Catherine Wynne, “The teenager who saved a man with an 
SS tattoo.” BBC News. 28 October 2013 
<http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-24653643>. 
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knows our names and phone numbers. I thought it was kind 
of cool she remembered that.”131 

132. “When He Gets Back, I’m Getting Him His 
[Chicken] Nuggets” 

In October 2013, mail carrier Michael “Mickey” Wheeley 
noticed several small packages of medicine still in the cluster 
box of a resident in Graham, North Carolina. Mr. Wheeley 
took the man’s medicine and mail to the man’s apartment 
and checked up on him. Mr. Wheeley may have saved the 
man’s life. For three days, the man had been without 
medicine, food, and water. Previously, the man, who was 
unable to walk, had had a stroke, and he needed a caretaker. 
However, his caretaker had recently quit. Mr. Wheeley gave 
the man water and asked if he wanted something to eat. The 
man requested chicken nuggets. Mr. Wheeley said, “I told 
him I would get them and he sort of became teary eyed. He 
wanted something to eat and I’m sure anything would have 
been all right.” Mr. Wheeley called his supervisor, Carole 
Eckstrom. She called 911; Emergency Services took the man 
to the hospital. Ms. Eckstrom, a customer service supervisor 
at Graham, said, “It was an absolutely wonderful thing for 
Mickey to do. We learned that the man was in pretty bad 
shape and is still in the hospital, but that Mickey very well 
could have saved his life just by getting there when he did. I 
told our carriers, ‘This is what we do. We are the contact for 
most people we serve.’ Mickey just demonstrated that, and 
we’re thrilled he was able to help.” Mr. Wheeley said, “He 
needed some help; we got him some help. I don’t feel like I 
did anything anyone else wouldn’t do.” Mr. Wheeley did not 

 
131 Source: Nikki Younk, “Four-year-old Iron Mountain girl helps save 
unconscious dad.” Daily News (Iron Mountain, Michigan). 23 October 
2013 <http://tinyurl.com/ke7otqc>. 
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get the man the chicken nuggets — not yet. Mr. Wheeley 
said, “When he gets back, I’m getting him his nuggets.”132 

133. Americans, You No Longer Have to Pay 
$14,734,569.87 of Personal Debt 

Occupy Wall Street activists did a good deed by freeing 
Americans of $14,734,569.87 of personal debt during the 
12-month period that ended 15 November 2013. The Occupy 
Wall Street campaign known as Rolling Jubilee (which was 
started by Occupy’s Strike Debt group) started its campaign 
on 15 November 2012. In one year, it paid $400,000 to buy 
$14,734,569.87 of personal debt, most of it medical debt, 
meaning that it purchased the right to try to collect the money 
needed to pay that debt from the debtors. Many debt 
collectors do this. However, instead of trying to collect that 
money, Occupy Wall Street abolished the debt and sent 
letters telling the Americans whose debt they had bought that 
the Americans no longer owed that debt. Here is how Adam 
Gabbatt of the British newspaper The Guardian explains this 
secondary debt market: “If individuals consistently fail to 
pay bills from credit cards, loans, or medical insurance the 
bank or lender that issued the funds will eventually cut its 
losses by selling that debt to a third party. These sales occur 
for a fraction of the debt’s true values — typically for five 
cents on the dollar — and debt-buying companies then 
attempt to recoup the debt from the individual debtor and 
thus make a profit.” Andrew Ross, a member of Strike Debt 
and professor of social and cultural analysis at New York 
University, said, “Our purpose in doing this, aside from 
helping some people along the way — there’s certainly 
many, many people who are very thankful that their debts 
are abolished — our primary purpose was to spread 

 
132 Source: Chad Tucker, “Graham carrier saves man who went three 
days without food, medication.” WGHP (High Point, North Carolina). 
16 October 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/mo3bdbo>. 
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information about the workings of this secondary debt 
market.” He added, “Very few people know how cheaply 
their debts have been bought by collectors. It changes the 
psychology of the debtor, knowing this. So when you get 
called up by the debt collector, and you’re being asked to 
pay the full amount of your debt, you now know that the debt 
collector has bought your debt very, very cheaply. As 
cheaply as we bought it. And that gives you moral 
ammunition to have a different conversation with the debt 
collector.” Laura Hanna, an organizer with Occupy Wall 
Street, said, “No one should have to go into debt or 
bankruptcy because they get sick.”133 

134. “This Happens When I Talk Too Long” 

On 21 October 2013 while in the White House Rose Garden 
and on live television, United States President Barack 
Obama stopped his speech about the Affordable Care Act in 
order to briefly steady a woozy pregnant woman named 
Karmel Allison until she could be led away to be helped. 
Other people also helped steady her. President Obama said, 
“I got you, you’re OK.” He joked, “This happens when I talk 
too long.” Ms. Allison benefitted from the Affordable Care 
Act: Now she can shop for a cheaper health insurance policy 
because the Affordable Care Act does not allow insurance 
companies to deny coverage because of a pre-existing 
condition such as diabetes, with which Ms. Allison was 
diagnosed at age nine. Later, Ms. Allison tweeted, “I’m ok, 

 
133 Source: Adam Gabbatt, “Occupy Wall Street activists buy $15m of 
Americans’ personal debt.” Guardian (UK). 12 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/pwzxjdp>. 
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world — just got a little light-headed. Thanks, 
@BarackObama for catching me!”134 

135. “Thanks for the Good Deed by a Very Good 
Person!” 

On 29 November 2013, The Union (Western Nevada 
County, California) published this letter to the editor by 
Sherm Hanley of Nevada City, California: “My small rat 
terrier was found cowering in the shrubbery alongside 
Banner Lava Cap Road by a young lady named Kristi, who 
took the time to stop, put the vehicle’s hazard lights on, coax 
my dog to her and then drive to three homes before finding 
mine. All of this on her way to work, no small feat 
considering the volume of morning traffic on this busy road. 
Thanks for the good deed by a very good person!”135 

136. “Dear God, Will You Please Take Special Care of 
Our Dog, Abbey?” 

In August 2006, Abbey, the 14-year-old pet dog of the 
Scrivener family in San Antonio, Texas, died. Four-year-old 
Meredith was especially upset and wanted to write a letter to 
God to make sure that God would recognize Abbey when 
Abbey got to Heaven. Her mother, Joy, thought that a letter 
would be a good idea, so she wrote down the words that 
Meredith dictated:  

“Dear God, 

 
134 Source: S.A. Miller and Geoff Earle, “Fainting woman stops 
Obama’s speech.” New York Post. 21 October 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/knctbw5>. 
135 Source: Sherm Hanley, “Good deed by good person.” Letter to the 
Editor. The Union (Western Nevada County, California). 29 November 
2013 <http://tinyurl.com/nm76tys>. 
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“Will you please take special care of our dog, Abbey? She 
died yesterday and is in heaven. We miss her very much. We 
are happy that you let us have her as our dog even though 
she got sick. I hope that you will play with her. She liked to 
play with balls and swim before she got sick. I am sending 
some pictures of her so that when you see her in heaven you 
will know she is our special dog. But I really do miss her. 

“Love, Meredith Claire 

“PS: Mommy wrote the words after Mer told them to her.” 

The letter was addressed “God/Heaven,” and Meredith put 
several stamps on the envelope because Heaven is far away. 
The letter also included the Scriveners’ return address. In 
September, a package wrapped in gold paper appeared on 
the Scriveners’ front porch; it was addressed “To Meredith.” 
Inside was a copy of Mister Rogers’ book When a Pet Dies. 
Also inside were Meredith’s letter, the two photographs of 
Abbey, and this note: 

“Dear Meredith, 

“I know that you will be happy to know that Abbey arrived 
safely and soundly in Heaven! Having the pictures you sent 
to me was such a big help. I recognized Abbey right away. 

“You know, Meredith, she isn’t sick anymore. Her spirit is 
here with me — just like she stays in your heart — young 
and running and playing. Abbey loved being your dog, you 
know. 

“Since we don’t need our bodies in heaven, I don’t have any 
pockets! — So I can’t keep your beautiful letter. I am 
sending it to you with the pictures so that you will have this 
book to keep and remember Abbey. 

“One of my angels is taking care of this for me. I hope the 
little book helps. Thank you for the beautiful letter. Thank 
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your mother for sending it. What a wonderful mother you 
have! I picked her especially for you. 

“I send my blessings every day and remember that I love you 
very much. By the way, I am in heaven but wherever there 
is love, I am there also.  

“Love,  God, and the special angel who wrote this after God 
told her the words.”  

The urban legends website Snopes investigated this story, 
which is popular on the Internet, and discovered it to be 
TRUE. However, the emails containing this story sometimes 
contain a photograph of a little girl and a dog. The girl is not 
Meredith, and the dog is not Abbey. Also, the wording of the 
letters varies slightly from email to email. The person who 
wrote the original column is Cary Clack of the San Antonio 
Express-News. According to Snopes, the column was titled 
“Angel Mails Solace, Affirms a Girl’s Faith” and appeared 
in print on 22 October 2006. Mr. Clack wrote an update on 
the column on 21 March 2010 and told the readers to go to 
the Snopes website to read the letters. He has met the “angel” 
who wrote the letter from “Heaven” and sent the book, but 
he did not identify her in a column he wrote about her. Some 
of Mr. Clack’s columns, including “Angel Mails Solace, 
Affirms a Girl’s Faith,” have been collected in his book 
Clowns and Rats Scare Me.136 

137. “Thank You, Vodafone. A Wonderful Gesture” 

In early November 2013, Typhoon Haiyan, known as 
Typhoon Yolanda in the Philippines, killed over 6,100 

 
136 Source: Laura, “Top 10 Kindness Stories of 2012, Story #4 – 
Meredith’s Letter From the Post Office.” Kingspring.org. 29 December 
2013 <http://tinyurl.com/m7jt4w3>. Also: Cary Clack, “Angel tale 
blessings soar on,” San Antonio Express-News. 21 March 2010 
<http://tinyurl.com/m59rrag>. Also: Barbara Mikkelson, “Abbey 
Lain.” Snopes. 5 June 2012 <www.snopes.com/glurge/abbey.asp>. 
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people in the Philippines alone. Lots of people telephoned 
the Philippines to find out if relatives and friends were still 
alive, and some telephone companies made those calls free. 
This testimony appeared on Christmas Eve 2013 in Ana 
Samways’ column Sideswipe in the New Zealand Herald: 
“We all seem to thrive on stories of poor service and the 
negative aspects of companies. Especially at this time of the 
year it’s heartening to hear of the positive stories. We had 
family members holidaying in a beach-front hotel when the 
recent typhoon struck in the Philippines. I made many calls 
to Foreign Affairs here in New Zealand and tried in vain to 
make contact with the NZ Embassy in Manila as I hadn’t 
heard anything from them for nearly 24 hours. Not having 
access to a land-line at the time, I had to use my cellphone. 
Imagine my delight when I received a text from Vodafone 
saying that they had deducted from my account the cost of 
the calls to the Philippines and hoped that my loved ones 
were safe (they were). Thank you, Vodafone. A wonderful 
gesture.”137 

138. Good Guy UPS Delivery Man 

Occasionally, a UPS-delivered package gets stolen. During 
the holiday season of 2013, a UPS delivery person in 
Minnesota delivered a package when no one was home to 
get it. The UPS delivery person left the package carefully 
hidden behind a snow shovel that was left outside the door. 
Redditor SpokeyDokey_ posted a photograph of the snow 
shovel and package on Imgur with the caption “Good Guy 
UPS Delivery Man.” Redditor DylanAnderson commented, 
“Fun fact: if you notice on the package there is the word 
‘snow’ on the sticker on the lower left. This is actually the 
name of the truck; every UPS truck is named something 

 
137 Source: Ana Samways, “Sideswipe: December 24: Don't worry 
Christmas is almost over.” New Zealand Herald. 24 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/nvmf4xl>. 
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random. I also notice that the package is being received in 
MN. I’m going to show the driver of this truck this picture 
and maybe get him a pat on the back from management. 
They work d[*]mn hard during the holidays. Sincerely, A 
UPS truck loader in your area.”138 

139. “A Day at the Office Doesn’t Get Any Better than 
That!” 

In November 2013, KOTV (Tulsa, Oklahoma) TV content 
director Ed Trauschke posted on Facebook a photograph of 
five $100 bills and this note: “Today our company, Griffin 
Communications, decided to give every employee $500. 
Why? Because they own two of the top rated CBS stations 
in the country and business is very good. So this afternoon I 
am giving out $37,000 in cash to deserving employees. A 
day at the office doesn’t get any better than that!”139 

140. A Letter from the M&M’s® Spokescandies 

In 2013, Redditor texacer sent Mars Corporation a 
Halloween card that his grandparents had given him in 1988 
— it contained an unexpired coupon for M&Ms. Mars 
Corporation did a good deed by sending texacer the card 
back — and enclosing in the package some coupons for 
M&Ms and a letter by their spokescandies. This is the letter: 

“November 5, 2013 

 
138 Source: SpokeyDokey_, “Good Guy UPS Delivery Man.” Imgur. 26 
December 2013 <http://i.imgur.com/hZDzn3y.jpg> and 
<http://i.imgur.com/rpLB6Uy.jpg>. Also: SpokeyDokey_, “Good Guy 
UPS Delivery Man.” Reddit. 26 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/k8om2go>. 
139 Source: Andrew Beaujon, “TV station owner gives $500 to every 
employee.” Poynter. 14 November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/kz8mf89>. 
Also: Ed Trauschke’ Photos. Facebook. Accessed 15 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/knnbjhj>. 
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“Hi [name redacted because of Reddit’s privacy rules] 

We are Red, Yellow, Blue, Orange and Miss Green: the 
M&M’s® Spokescandies. We always love hearing from our 
loyal customers. 

“Thank you for sending us the Halloween card your 
grandparents sent you back in 1988. We have been having 
fun passing it around in the office! 

“It must have brought back lots of fun memories from when 
you were a kid. 

“We’re returning the card so that one day you can share it 
with your children, [name redacted] and [name redacted]. 
We are sure they will enjoy hearing stories of your youth and 
their great-grandparents. 

“We do not want you to have to cut out the coupon and ruin 
the card. So, we are enclosing some coupons for you and 
your family compliments of Mars Chocolate North America. 

“When you talk to ‘Grandma’ please say hello from all of us. 
Again, [name redacted], it was great hearing from you!  

“Friends Forever,” 

[Signed Blue, Red!, Orange, Yellow, Green] 

On Reddit, texacer wrote, “I’m so happy they responded! I 
was hoping they wouldn’t just throw it away or ignore my 
letter. Cheers!”140 

 
140 Source: texacer, “M&M’s response! OP delivers.” Imgur. 12 
November 2013 <http://imgur.com/a/En26C#ZWGxaFA>. Also: 
texacer, “M&M’s response! OP delivers.” Reddit. 12 November 2013 
<http://www.reddit.com/r/pics/comments/1qhbsm/mms_response_op_d
elivers/>. 
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141. Jim Shukys and Peter Veldman and Mekatron: 
Providers of Excellent Customer Service 

In 2011, Redditor roviuser received auto service at Jim 
Shukys’ business Jimyz Automotive in Streetsboro, Ohio. 
He was impressed with the service and posted a photograph 
on Imgur of a handwritten thank-you note that he received 
from Jim. The note stated, “Xander, Thank you for giving us 
the chance to work on your car. I truly appreciate your 
business and I hope you were satisfied with the level of 
service we provided. Please don’t hesitate to call on us again. 
Jim Shukys.” Redditor spookymoon commented, “I used to 
live in Streetsboro and I know exactly who that is. He’s a 
good man, stay with him!” Redditor gobbluth25 commented, 
“It’s little things like this that earn business. If I got this card 
I would never use another mechanic in my life.” Other 
Redditors wrote about other great customer-service stories. 
Here’s one story: funderbunk wrote, “Years ago, I was living 
in Indiana and my roommate and I needed some tires — two 
sets of racing tires, plus he needed new tires on his truck — 
a total of 12 tires to be mounted/balanced. We shopped 
around, and decided that Tire Rack would be the best deal, 
and taking a road trip to their South Bend warehouse would 
save us more on shipping than it would cost us — plus, it 
was an excuse for a roadtrip. So, we loaded the wheels in the 
back of his truck, headed north, and got there shortly before 
they closed on a Saturday night — we had forgotten to take 
into account the time zone difference. They had us pull into 
the garage area, fetched the tires, and began mounting and 
balancing like crazy — without the slightest hint of attitude 
that we were probably going to be keeping them there late 
on a Saturday. While we were waiting, we strolled over and 
were checking out an E-type Jaguar that was off to one side 
of the garage area. Rather nice, great shape, but not a trailer 
queen — you could tell that this car was driven and enjoyed. 
Meanwhile, there was an older guy there — probably in his 
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late 60’s, early 70’s — who was jacking up the truck, 
yanking off the wheels, and lugging them over to the dude 
doing the mounting/balancing. The older guy notices us 
looking at the Jag, and walks over to us and we start talking 
cars. What we raced, how we liked the tires we were buying, 
etc. — and it becomes evident that the Jag is his. Eventually 
he pulls out his wallet and gives us a business card — it was 
Peter Veldman, the president of Tire Rack. He tells us that if 
we need anything, give him a call. Mind you, this is late on 
a Saturday, and the president of the company is lugging tires 
around in a warehouse at 70-some years old. We decided he 
was either a genuine car guy, or a businessman who wanted 
to make d[*]mn sure things were going right. Either way, the 
day he changed our tires was the day he won our repeat 
business.” Here is one more story that emphasizes the 
importance of knowledge and competence — two things 
definitely shown by the mechanics in Mekatron in Concord, 
California. Zomgondo wrote, “My garage doesn’t send out 
thank-you notes, but every time I talk to them I am amazed 
about how much they know about my particular car … like 
‘Subarus manufactured from 199x on have the right front 
CV boot located too close to the engine manifold, so it fails 
every 80,000 miles or so and spews axle grease all over the 
manifold, which smells horrible and makes smoke come out 
from under the hood and makes the owner think their car has 
something horribly wrong with it. Every time we go to their 
show we talk to their reps about this issue, they always say 
they’re working on it, and then the next year’s model comes 
out and they haven’t done a thing about it. So plan on 
changing it every 80,000 miles — don’t worry, we have it in 
the computer and it will send you out a notice that we think 
it should be looked at. On the other hand, the rest of the car 
won’t die until at least 300,000 miles.’ It’s one of those 
things that I’d say they were pulling out of their [*]ss if they 
hadn’t diagnosed my problem (horrible smell, black sh[*]t 
all over the manifold, smoke pouring out of the hood every 
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time I stopped) OVER THE PHONE … and sure enough 
when I looked closely at the right front CV boot [I] saw a 
huge crack in it. All the other mechanics I’d called, included 
the dealer, had quoted me a ‘diagnostic fee’ and left it at 
that.”141 

142. Good Person Fast-Food Worker 

A blog post (that has been reblogged so many times that I 
don’t where it originally came from) that went viral in 
January 2014 contained some writing about raising the 
minimum wage by championcoolbreeze, “One woman I 
work with has 2 jobs and her husband has a job but they still 
struggle to feed their kids. I had to sneak money into another 
coworker’s purse because she wasn’t sure how she was 
going to get to work the rest of the week because she 
couldn’t afford gas. I work with some people that when they 
go on break it’s the only meal they get during the day 
because we get our food half off and they can’t afford 
anything else.” If the United States Government is a Good 
Guy Government, it ought to raise the minimum wage.142 

143. “Just Treat This as My Repayment for Your 
Kindness the Other Day” 

Lee Chee Ho and a friend were drinking coffee and talking 
in a kopitiam (traditional southeast Asian coffee shop) in 
Malaysia when an old Indian man came over to them and 

 
141 Source: roviuser, “I have never in my life seen this level of service.” 
Imgur. 2011. <http://i.imgur.com/S80gc.jpg>. Also: roviuser, “I have 
never in my life seen this level of service.” Reddit. 2011. 
<http://tinyurl.com/2wmg2dc>. Also: Jayne O’Donnell, “Family rolling 
to success on Tire rack.” USA Today. 7 December 2013 
<http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/money/smallbusiness/2003-12-07-
veldman_x.htm>. 
142 Source: Post. Humainquivolepas. Tumblr. Accessed 25 January 
2014 <http://tinyurl.com/m6264me>. 
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stretched out his hand — he was asking for alms. They did 
not give him any money. The elderly Indian smiled and then 
moved on to another table. The Indian man returned, 
however, annoying Mr. Ho, who shouted at him, “Go away. 
I’m not going to….” But the Indian man pointed to the back 
of Mr. Ho’s pants. Mr. Ho’s wallet was about to fall out of 
his pocket. Mr. Ho then offered to give the Indian man 10 
Malaysian ringgit (approximately $3 US); however, the 
Indian man would accept only five Malaysian ringgit. The 
Indian man went to a 24-hour convenience store and bought 
a loaf of bread, a cup of kaya (coconut jam), and some fresh 
milk. A week later, Mr. Ho saw the Indian man again. His 
name is Vishnu, and he collects cardboard and does odd jobs 
to make a living. He begs only when he is really broke and 
really hungry. It was raining, and Mr. Vishnu offered Mr. Ho 
a piece of cardboard to help keep off the rain. Mr. Ho was 
going to decline the offer because Mr. Vishnu could sell the 
cardboard to make money, but Mr. Ho said, “Just treat this 
as my repayment for your kindness the other day.”143 

144. Free Lunches 

On 13 January 2014, Redditor flydream21 posted a 
photograph on Imgur of a boy with a tub filled with snacks 
such as goldfish crackers and veggies and what appeared to 
be cheese sticks. The caption of the photograph stated, “My 
son said there’s some kids in his class that don’t eat their 
lunch. ‘How come?’ ‘Cuz they don’t have one, mommy. Can 
I bring them some of mine?’ Totally his idea, and he helped 
pack it, too!” Some people, apparently from the United 
States, asked why the school did not provide free lunches to 
impoverished children, but flydream21 is not from the 
United States. On Reddit, flydream21 explained, “This 
school doesn’t have a lunch program or a kitchen. I’ve never 

 
143 Source: Lee Chee Ho, “One good deed deserves another.” The Star 
(Malaysia). 19 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/ltb5j5z>. 
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heard of an elementary school in this province that does. 
Everybody brown-bags it here.” Flydream21 also wrote, 
“We’ve only done it the one time so far. My kid got two 
thank-you notes and a bunch of hugs. The way I see it, it’s 
no different than a kid bringing cupcakes to share with the 
class on their birthday.” Other Redditors shared similar 
experiences: 

1) zeshtorm wrote, “My mom used to do this, and I hated it. 
Only later did I appreciate the opportunity I had to do 
something so special. There was a family that moved to 
town, and they were very poor. They had 3 kids in school. 
My mother would make them each a lunch every day, write 
their name on it, and have me and my brother sneak it into 
their lockers. I hated sneaking around, and also — being a 
10 year-old kid — kinda wanted some recognition. My 
family wasn’t rich; in fact, we were struggling ourselves, but 
my mom made sure those kids never went hungry. She’s a 
special woman.” 

2) FleetwoodMacNCheese wrote, “My dad grew up 
incredibly poor in Bed Stuy [Bedford-Stuyvesant] Brooklyn 
[New York] in the 60s/70s in a household with 5 brothers 
and sisters. He told me my grandmother would pack him 
lunches but supersize everything. Imagine being sent in with 
a sandwich, juice, snacks, etc, except instead of regular 
white bread or a roll your mom packs you a long french 
bread and various wrapped cold cuts from the deli. Your 
drink is a 2 liter bottle of juice with a supply of cups and your 
snack was a party size bag of chips or whatever she happened 
to buy for that day. Often she’d send him in with a giant 
tupperware of rice, chicken, veggies and an assortment of 
fruit. 

“She included even more on days they had school trips. 

“The majority of the other kids were also very poor and he 
never understood why his mom sacrificed her time and 



 163 

money when they were in need of every single penny. He 
said after many years he asked his mother why she would 
give him enough to share everyday and she said that she 
noticed the other parents thought themselves too busy or too 
poor to bother even trying to put something together. So she 
made the best out of a bad situation. This was all in the years 
after losing what little they had in a fire and having the baby 
of the family die after a dresser collapsed on him. My 
grandmother never really [learned] English and to this day 
she uses food as the great equalizer. It doesn’t matter if you 
don’t speak the same language but if you sit down for a meal 
with someone you can begin to truly understand each other.” 

He added in a later comment, “I mentioned it to my dad again 
after posting this and he told me that on one of his school 
trips in the 4th or 5th grade my grandmother accompanied 
his class and thought nothing of whipping out a giant carving 
knife in city hall or the museum — he can’t remember which 
it was — that she had brought along in order to carve pieces 
of a pork shoulder she had made for everyone. The situation 
was diffused when my father showed the officer the food. 
He took his lunch right then and there and ate with my dad’s 
class.” 

3) StarVixen wrote, “I’ve been packing an extra lunch for 
each of my boys for about 3 years now. We can’t exactly 
‘afford’ it — but I’ll be damned if I know a classmate goes 
hungry every day. It started when I chaperoned a field trip 
and realized a classmate had a Capri-sun, a handful of 
cheese-its and a small pack of fruit snacks for the day. The 
kids have a snack period and lunch. My kids ate that 
practically for a snack (minus the Capri-sun. They had water 
at snack time). 

“Broke my heart.” 

4) Marsha_Brady, from Oklahoma, wrote, “As a lunch lady, 
I wouldn’t have let you go hungry. I work in a 9th-10th grade 
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school, I see a lot of kids not eating. I discreetly hand them 
a free/reduced lunch form and tell them to have their folks 
fill it out. Our district has a strict policy of no meal denied, 
meaning if a kid comes through our line with no way to pay, 
we put them on a list and after so many times the parent is 
notified by child nutrition. They either fill out the form or 
get some money on their books, our state sees it as neglect. 

“Some kids are just too embarrassed to try to eat if they know 
they haven’t had any money in their account for a while. 
Those are the kids I pull aside and tell them to go get 
something to eat and not worry about it. 

“Kids shouldn’t suffer because their parents are d-bags. 
They know if I’m there they are getting a hot lunch.”144 

145. “Customers like These Ones Make My Job 
Bearable!” 

A 2013 post by an employee at an ice cream shop in Perth, 
Western Australia, Australia, tells about two customers 
walking into the shop about 10 minutes before the shop 
closes for the night. One of the customers said, “Sorry for 
coming in so late. You guys are about to close, right?” The 
employee replied, “In a few minutes, yeah. But it’s fine. We 
don’t mind.” The customer asked, “Have you guys had 
dinner?” The employee replied, “Not yet, our shift started at 
5 and we don’t get a break.” The two customers looked at 
each other, and then one customer gave the employee a pizza 

 
144 Source: flydream21, “My son said there’s some kids in his class that 
don’t eat their lunch. ‘How come?’ ‘Cuz they don’t have one, mommy. 
Can I bring them some of mine?’ Totally his idea, and he helped pack 
it, too!” Imgur. 13 January 2014 <http://imgur.com/gallery/d4vqscu>. 
Also: flydream21, “My son said there’s some kids in his class that don’t 
eat their lunch. ‘How come?’ ‘Cuz they don’t have one, mommy. Can I 
bring them some of mine?’ Totally his idea, and he helped pack it, too!” 
Reddit. 13 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/lfdqowh>. 
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in a take-out box, saying, “Here, have this.” The employee 
said, “No, it’s fine. We really can’t,” but the customer said, 
“No, take it. We won’t be able to eat it all anyway. You guys 
should get dinner.” In the post, the employee wrote, “They 
all pay and go, leaving my coworker and me with a free 
dinner! Customers like these ones make my job bearable!”145 

146. One Dinner at a Time 

On 4 December 2013, Redditor Misterxalan posted a 
photograph of a group of children eating. This is the caption 
for the photograph: “My friend saw these kids in Vietnam 
eating food out of a trash bin. He decided to buy them 
dinner.” Redditor akamustacharides commented, “Humanity 
wins another battle, but we still have a war,” and Redditor 
Kilgore_troutdale commented, “One dinner at a time.”146 

147. “Are … Are You a Recording?” 

In 2013, at a fast-food restaurant in Cupertino, California, an 
employee is working at the drive-thru. As usual, the 
employee says, “Hi. Welcome to [restaurant]; what can I get 
for you today?” The customer asks, “Are … are you a 
recording?” The employee replied, “Yup. I’m absolutely a 
prerecorded message to take your order and make your day 
just a little brighter!” The customer ordered and then drove 
to the payment window, where the employee asked, “Am I a 
recording?” The customer laughed and said, “Sorry. You 

 
145 Source: “A Decent Slice Of Nice.” Notalwaysright.com. Accessed 9 
December 2013 <http://notalwaysright.com/category/awesome-
customers>. 
146 Source: Misterxalan, “My friend saw these kids in Vietnam eating 
food out of a trash bin. He decided to buy them dinner.” Imgur. 4 
December 2013 <http://i.imgur.com/abkO47x.jpg>. Also: Misterxalan, 
“My friend saw these kids in Vietnam eating food out of a trash bin. He 
decided to buy them dinner.” Reddit. 4 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/msbswo3>. 
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were just so chipper that we thought you were a recording!” 
The employee replied, “It’s no problem. I’ve been up for 
three hours already, and I’m loaded up on caffeine! Anyway, 
your order comes out to [total].” The customer then asked, 
“Okay. So, if I drive off right now, do you get to keep the 
change?” The employee said, “Umm … That hasn’t 
happened before, so … maybe?” The customer then said, 
“Okay. Well, have a great day, then!” and drove away, 
leaving the employee a $15 tip.147 

148. “God Sent Me Here to Help You” 

On 1 February 2014 at Boone County Family Restaurant at 
the intersection of Routes 173 and 76 in Caledonia, Illinois, 
a blonde-haired woman listened as waitresses Amy Sabani, 
age 25; Sarah Seckinger, age 23; and Amber Kariolich, age 
28, discussed financial problems. She then gave each 
waitress a check for $5,000. They objected, but the woman 
said, “I want you girls to take these to help with school and 
everything else in life. Yes, you can take it. You put that in 
your pocket. God sent me here to help you.” Ms. Seckinger 
has one semester left to earn her associate degree in criminal 
justice, but she had to leave school because it was too 
expensive. She plans to use the money to go back to school 
and get her degree. She said, “I wasn’t even waiting on her. 
I was just rolling silverware. We were talking about school 
and braces and loans and everything we can’t afford and she 
just took it upon herself.” Ms. Kariolich said, “It means a lot. 
Well, we all want to go back to school. Everybody has bills 
and what not, so it means a lot.” Ms. Sabani said, “I work 
two jobs and I have a little boy at home so maybe [I will] 
spend more time with him and do more things with him and 
just get ahead of myself. I hope that one day I have the 
amount to do the same thing to somebody else.” Boone 

 
147 Source: “Some Customers Are Just Worth Recording.” Not Always 
Right. Accessed 29 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/o2qayd8>. 
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County Family Restaurant is a family-owned restaurant 
operated by Matt Nebiu, who said, “I’ve never seen anything 
like this in 30-something years here. I’ve heard of it in other 
places, but not in this town or this area.”148 

149. “Jesus Blessed Us and We were Led to Give It to 
You. God Bless!”  

On 22 January 2014, Khadijah Muhammad, a waitress at 
Cheddar’s in Knoxville, Tennessee, received a $1,075 tip. 
She is a good person who bakes muffins and pies and makes 
soup to deliver to the homeless. She said, “I’ll stop and say, 
‘Hey, do you want some soup? You want a cup of hot soup?’ 
People are so thankful. I like pleasing people.” She has run 
into some hard times recently: Her mother in Ohio suffered 
a heart attack, and Ms. Muhammad took time off work to see 
her. She said, “All I wanted was to see my mother one more 
time. With God’s help, I managed to make it up there driving 
in the middle of the big snowstorm that hit earlier this month. 
I was able to see her and she pulled through, thankfully. 
When I got back home in Knoxville, it started to sink in how 
much work I missed and that I was not going to be able to 
pay all of my bills. I’ve been trying to pick up any extra shifts 
that I can.” When she went to work on January 22, she had 
received a doorknob notice from Kentucky Utilities Board 
(KUB) that her electricity would be shut off unless her bill 
was paid by January 23. She said this about the notice: “It 
said, ‘This is your second and final notice of past due bill to 
prevent service disconnection.’ I was thinking I’m really 
going to need a miracle to pay my bills this month.” She 
waited on a table at which were a husband, wife, and small 

 
148 Source: Jeff Kolkey, “Tip of a lifetime: Three lucky waitresses get 
$5,000 checks.” Rockford Register Star (Illinois). 2 February 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/le5xphq>. Also: “Woman Leaves Waitresses 
$15,000 Tip.” WIFR (Rockford, Illinois). 1 February 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/mx2n5yn>. 
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child. She said, “They really did not stand out. They were 
just nice folks. I remember talking to them and having a 
friendly conversation like you would with a neighbor. The 
father ordered a country steak. The mother and son split a 
fish taco. They split it. They were really humble people.” 
The family’s bill after tax was $29.30. They left the receipt 
upside down. Ms. Muhammad said, “Normally as a server, 
when a receipt is turned upside down it means you did not 
get a good tip or any tip. Or people will leave a nasty note 
about how you messed something up with their service. I 
remember thinking, ‘I wonder what I did wrong.’ Then I 
picked it up and I just was in shock.” She added, “I just 
remember seeing a comma after the one and knew it wasn’t 
$10. And I was like, ‘Oh, my God!’ And I just lost my 
balance and I was like, ‘Does this say a thousand dollars?’ I 
could not believe it.” The tip was $1,075; on the signed 
receipt was written this note: “Jesus Blessed us and we were 
led to give it to you. God Bless!” Ms. Muhammad said, “I 
just want to thank them. Thank them so much, because I’m 
humbled. I’m grateful. I do believe that God led you to me 
at this time in my life.” She added, “I hope and pray that 
someday I’m able to do this for somebody. And at the first 
opportunity I will do it.”149 

150. “I Can Tell You Every Person that Gave Me a 
Nickel or a $20 Bill. I Can Tell [You] What They 
Looked Like and What They Said” 

In January 2014, Scott Murray, who is battling non-
Hodgkins lymphoma and has been for 10 years — it’s gone 
into remission and come back twice — was short on food 
money. He is on medical disability, but the $1,000 a month 
he receives goes to pay his rent in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. 

 
149 Source: Jim Matheny, “Knoxville waitress gets $1,075 tip when 
needed most.” WBIR (Knoxville, Tennessee). 23 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/nuzbknf>. 
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He also has a government check for $500 monthly, but much 
of that goes to the pharmacy to pay his copayment on 
medicine. In January, he paid the pharmacy $300, which left 
him short of food money. He called the local food bank on a 
Thursday, but it was open only on Wednesdays. Therefore, 
he made a sign that stated, “Cancer patient, just need some 
food & milk, please and thank you,” and used his walker to 
get to the Elmvale Acres Shopping Centre. Mr. Murray said, 
“I can tell you every person that gave me a nickel or a $20 
bill. I can tell [you] what they looked like and what they said. 
It wasn’t just that they mindlessly dropped money in a cup 
then walked away. That’s what compelled me to write a 
letter. I just had to. I had to. It weighed on my mind that I 
got home and had some food and I had some milk.” This is 
the letter that he wrote to thank some generous people: 

“This is an open letter to the people of Ottawa. Recently I 
have fallen on hard times and ran out of food, so when I 
checked with my local food bank to find they are only open 
on Weds. from 1-3. Well, this was Thursday, so for the first 
time in my life I swallowed my pride and made up a sign that 
stated ‘Cancer patient just need some food & milk, please 
and thank you.’ 

“Then I sat on my walker in the front of the Elmvale Mall 
entrance with a Tim Hortons cup. The outpouring from 
people was too much to bear. One young lady gave me $20 
and then another lady with a disabled daughter got out and 
gave me another $20. That was it. I cried for almost an hour. 
For complete strangers to show concern for a person they 
didn’t even know was too much. I had all my medical 
records with me in case someone thought I might be pulling 
a fast one. Not one person doubted me. So if anyone says the 
people of Ottawa are cold or uncaring, I will be the first to 
correct them. Once again, thank you to anyone who gave me 
a dime or a twenty dollar bill. You have hearts as big as our 
snowbanks in the city.” 
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“Yours humbly, 

“Scott Murray” 

(Mr. Murray did not know that he can call the Ottawa Food 
Bank at 613-745-7001 if a local agency is closed.)150 

  

 
150 Source: Blair Crawford, “A reluctant panhandler says thanks.” 
Ottawa Citizen (Ontario, Canada). 16 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/o88hu6f>. 
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Chapter 4: 151-200 

151. No Excuse to Steal Food 

A sign in a Canadian store stated, “ATTENTION, 
SHOFTLIFTERS. YOU ARE IN CANADA. THERE IS 
NO EXCUSE TO STEAL FOOD HERE. READ 
INFORMATION BELOW FOR ACCESS TO FREE 
FOOD PROGRAMS.”151 

152. “She Asked, ‘Do You Even Have Food at the 
House?’ And I Looked at Her in Her Face, and I Told 
Her, ‘Not At All’” 

In late September 2013, Jessica Robles had no food for her 
three children: 12-year-old Anais and two sons aged two and 
six. She also had no money. Anais said, “Not fun, to see my 
brother in the dirt hungry, asking for food, and we have to 
tell him, ‘There is nothing here.’” To get food, Ms. Robles 
went to a Publix supermarket, filled a shopping cart with 
$300 worth of food, and — according to police — pushed 
the cart out the door without paying. Miami-Dade (Florida) 
Police Officer Vicki Thomas stopped Ms. Robles. Ms. 
Thomas said, “I asked her, ‘Why would you do that? What 
would make you do that?’ And she said, ‘My children are 
hungry.’” Ms. Thomas searched Ms. Robles’ criminal 
history and discovered that she was not a habitual shoplifter, 
and so Ms. Thomas charged her with a misdemeanor. Then 
Ms. Thomas used her own money to buy Ms. Robles $100 
worth of groceries. Ms. Thomas said, “I made the decision 
to buy her some groceries because arresting her wasn’t going 
to solve the problem with her children being hungry.” Ms. 
Robles said, “She asked, ‘Do you even have food at the 
house?’ And I looked at her in her face, and I told her, ‘Not 

 
151 Source: Ohokra, “Oh, Canada ….” Imgur. 4 November 2013 
<http://i.imgur.com/a9TPh6q.jpg>. 
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at all.’” Ms. Thomas said, “So I went in and bought her some 
groceries.” Ms. Robles’ sons were happy to get the food. Ms. 
Thomas said, “To see them go through the bags when we 
brought them in, it was like Christmas. That $100 to me was 
worth it.” Ms. Robles’ boyfriend had recently lost his job. 
He had been getting federal assistance for food, but that 
stopped because of a problem with paperwork. Ms. Robles 
is looking for a job and is getting food from a food bank. She 
said about Ms. Thomas, “All I wanted to tell her is thank you 
from the bottom of my heart.” Crying, Anais said, “Thank 
you so very much for doing it for us, and we’re very 
thankful.” Ms. Thomas said, “The only thing I asked of her 
is, when she gets on her feet, that she help someone else out, 
and she said she would.”152 

153. “She was Holding a Sign — She Needed Shoes. So I 
Looked Down at Her Feet and I Could See She had 
Some Really Flimsy-Looking Slippers On” 

In December 2013 in Union Square, San Francisco, 
California, police officer Jackie Selinger saw a homeless 
woman outside a Skechers shoe store holding a sign. Officer 
Selinger said, “She was holding a sign — she needed shoes. 
So I looked down at her feet and I could see she had some 
really flimsy-looking slippers on.” The homeless woman 
told her that she had size 12 feet, and that homeless shelters 
that give shoes to the homeless don’t have women’s shoes in 
that size. Officer Selinger said, “I just thought about my 
family and the fact that we have so much.” And so she 
bought the homeless woman a new pair of shoes. Officer 
Selinger said, “She says to me, ‘You know, I’ll take 
anything.’ She felt like it was a little expensive at Skechers, 

 
152 Source: “Cop helps admitted shoplifter with groceries.” WSVN 
(Miami/Fort Lauderdale, Florida). 22 October 2013 
<http://www.wsvn.com/news/articles/local/21012009392020/cop-
helps-admitted-shoplifter-with-groceries/>. 
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so she says, ‘We can walk down to the Payless store.’ You 
could see she was a real humble lady.” Officer Selinger 
bought the woman all-weather boots at Skechers. Store 
manager Jerome Jackson said, “I offered my own employee 
discount for the officer to purchase the shoes.” Why? He 
explained, “It’s the holiday season. You know, I did feel bad 
for the lady that was in front of the store.” Officer Selinger 
said, “I didn’t really get her name. I didn’t want to embarrass 
her.” She added, “It was just in her mannerisms that I could 
tell she was really grateful. That was better than a thank you 
in my eyes.”153 

154. Surprise Pizza Delivery to the Homeless 

On 9 June 2013, Jared Guynes posted a video on YouTube 
of him and a man named Chris Wiman giving away free 
pizzas to the homeless of Dallas, Texas. Mr. Guynes had 
been at a monthly event at AutoSource Dallas when a 
mistake resulted in 80 Papa John’s pizzas being delivered to 
the group. That was way too much pizza for them to eat. Mr. 
Guynes wrote that “I asked the owner Al Villanueva if Chris 
Wiman and myself could take a car out into the streets of 
Dallas to try and put a smile on the face of the homeless. Al 
agreed, and we selected a Fisker Karma from the inventory 
because it has huge back seats and could fit all of the pizzas 
in. We found no shortage of people willing to take the hot 
pizzas from us, every one of them thankful and 
appreciative.” He added, “Something as normal as a pizza 
may seem small to some, but to these people it made their 
day.”154 

 
153 Source: Cornell Barnard, “San Francisco police officer buys shoes 
for barefoot homeless woman.” KGO (San Francisco, California). 29 
December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/l4htlj5>. 
154 Source: Jared Guynes, “Surprise Pizza Delivery to the Homeless.” 
YouTube. 9 June 2013 
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155. Instant Karma 

On 19 December 2013 on a street corner in downtown 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, Yogi Omar had little 
money because of his purchase of plane tickets to 
Guangzhou, China, so he could see his dying father, but he 
decided to offer food and clothing to a scruffy panhandler 
who asked him for change. Mr. Omar, age 30 and co-owner 
of InspirationALL Talent and Modelling Group, said, “I 
wanted to give him food more than anything else, really.” 
The panhandler turned down his offer of help and instead 
asked Mr. Omar what he could do for him. The “panhandler” 
was a wealthy man who for three hours a day for seven days 
during the holiday season pretends to be down and out to see 
who is willing to help those who need help. Mr. Omar stated, 
“He said, ‘I do this with my family every year.’” Mr. Omar 
added, “They just want to see who cares about the homeless. 
I was like, ‘Wow, that’s crazy.’” The wealthy man offered 
to help with the expensive airplane tickers to Guangzhou, 
China, but Mr. Omar declined the offer. The wealthy man 
then asked what he paid for rent. Mr. Omar stated, “I said 
$469. I was joking, but that’s what I pay. He just whipped 
out this fanny pack and gave me $469 in cash. I was like, ‘Is 
this serious?’ I was really stunned at that point.” The man, a 
Caucasian in his 50s, stayed anonymous: “He said, ‘That’s 
part of the deal: I have to remain anonymous. Just keep doing 
good things.’ I guess that’s what karma is — you don’t 
expect anything back.” Mr. Omar, who did use the money to 
pay his rent as the wealthy man had wanted, said, “I was 
very, very stunned. I was thinking about this the whole time. 
I was like, ‘I don’t know what to say. What do I do?’ I 
thought, I’m going to tell people … it’s weird but 
wonderful.” Mr. Omar has helped the homeless before — he 
said that once a teenager wrote a poem for him because he 

 
>.s#t=78-https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z8tbBZgaM<  
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stopped and listened to him. Mr. Omar said, “I just feel a lot 
of times people don’t have the time or opportunity to be 
heard.” Does he want to know the wealthy man’s name? “I 
do and I don’t. I want to thank him properly but I don’t 
because that is what he wants … Inspiration comes from 
anywhere.”155 

156. Packages for the Homeless 

On 11 December 2013, a nice person with a Reddit name 
that I am censoring (many Reddit pseudonyms are R- or X-
rated) published a photograph of some sample packages that 
he or she made to give to the homeless. The packages were 
see-through zip-lock baggies, and the contents included 
deodorant, gloves, granola bars and other snacks, hat, 
thermal boot socks, and toothbrush. Redditor 
nomnomswedishfish commented, “As a community nurse 
and as a volunteer at homeless shelters, I think [hospital] 
masks and little individual hand sanitizer bottles are very 
helpful donation items. Homeless shelters are rather 
crowded and virus[es] can spread quickly. New underwear 
is another useful item because we can’t/won’t give homeless 
shelters used underwear. The thought of donating underwear 
never occurred to me until I started volunteering. There’s a 
severe shortage of new underwear because people 
(understandably) just don’t think of that. It is very nice of 
you to make these awesome packages!” Other Redditors 
suggested that such items as Chapstick, feminine sanitary 
products, Bandaids, gloves, wet wipes, and chemical hand 
warmers would be appreciated.156 

 
155 Source: Kelly Sinoski, “Scruffy Vancouver panhandler's random 
acts of kindness.” Vancouver Sun (British Columbia, Canada). 21 
December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/lhw2dr4>. 
156 Source: [NameCensored], “Made a few packages for the homeless. I 
wish I could do more but I hope this helps a few people out.” Imgur. 11 
December 2013 <http://i.imgur.com/EhCdg11.jpg>. Also: 
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157. Pizza for the Homeless 

In October 2013, Redditor Molten_icecream snapped a 
photograph of someone in the car ahead of him giving a 
homeless man a slice of pizza while his or her car was 
stopped at a stoplight. Other Redditors made good 
comments: 

1) DOABYTE commented, “I did an AMA [Ask Me 
Anything] about this time a homeless man asked if he could 
shower at my apartment. I agreed, purchased some beer and 
watched the Simpsons with him. Got him out of the Texas 
heat (over 100 degrees that day) for 3 hours and actually had 
some fun. People were a little critical about me getting him 
beer but I drink and was going to anyway. It was a pretty 
unique experience.” 

2) PTgoBoom1 commented that “one of our favorite 
restaurants always had homeless guys hanging around. We 
always asked for our leftovers to be wrapped up, and we 
always handed them over to the guys in the parking lot. We 
weren’t jerks who’d spit in the food or anything. Just people 
with loved ones who were in the same situation.” 

3) meandyouandx commented, “Back when I lived 
downtown, I had Tim Horton’s gift certs [certificates] 
(coffee shops a block or two away from anywhere) and 
would give them to the homeless. Despite knowing that they 
might trade them for cash outside the door or with drug 
dealers … I’d like to think that I helped with more coffee 
and sandwiches on cold nights.” 

4) myrtg3 commented, “I do this with my daughter 
sometimes. We go for walks everyday and sometimes when 

 
[NameCensored], “Made a few packages for the homeless. I wish I 
could do more but I hope this helps a few people out.” Reddit. 11 
December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/n6x5pfa>. 
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we see a homeless person we stop and get hot coffee and 
pizza or other food from 7-11, then drop it off on our way 
back home. She is 1, she has no clue what is going on, and I 
just want them to have warm coffee as the nights get cold, 
so nobody knows we do this, except anonymously on Reddit 
now.”157 

158. Anonymous Helps a Homeless Man 

On 23 February 2013, members of Anonymous Nottingham 
took to the streets of Nottingham, England, to protest 
businesses that don’t pay their taxes. They took time off 
from their protest after seeing a homeless man named 
Stephen who was holding a sign that said, “PLIS I’AM 
HUNGRI PLIS HELP MI ONE SMAL DONATION 
THENK YU VERI MACH GOD BLIS YU.” They gave 
Stephen money and hugs. This is the text accompanying a 
video on YouTube: 

“They consider us Terrorists, but We care much more than 
They care! A beautiful thing happend in nottingham on the 
23ed of February as anonymous protesters took to the streets. 
On this day thier aim was to shutdown all the tax avoiding 
shops, this is in response to the tax dodging corporations on 
the high streets who have evaded in excess of £70billion in 
corporation. stephen a homeless man in nottingham cached 
the eye of anonymous members who stopped and gave him 
money, overwhelmed with love steven starts to cry as 
anonymous member give him hugs and change. under code 
name oprobbinhood they truly made this homeless mans 

 
157 Source: Molten_icecream, “Guy in front of me at the stop light gave 
this homeless guy a piece of pizza.” Imgur. 29 October 2013 
<http://i.imgur.com/A91uPXt.jpg>. Also: Molten_icecream, “Guy in 
front of me at the stop light gave this homeless guy a piece of pizza.” 
Reddit. 29 October 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/k8tqt6e>. 
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day.  We are Anonymous. We are Legion. We do not forgive. 
We do not forget. Expect Us.” 

The members of Anonymous are intelligent, but perhaps to 
protect their secret identities their written communications 
tend to have lots of errors with capitalization, spelling, etc.158 

159. “Lots of Money. Quarters, One Dollar” 

On 8 January 2014, Lalo Nunez-al-Faisal, age 5, of Ames, 
donated his “Give” money to the Ames (Iowa) Public 
Library to replace lost children’s books. How much money? 
Lalo said, “Lots of money. Quarters, one dollar.” He had 
saved the money in a “Give” jar, and he donated all of the 
money he had saved: $18.59. On Facebook, the library 
wrote, “For the last year he has been saving part of his chore 
money and decided to give it to the library to replace lost 
children’s books. What a kind thing to do! Thanks, Lalo, for 
being a super star.” Lalo’s mother, Jehan Faisal, said, “I 
think that maybe we had a book fall in the snow or 
something, and he was worried about books.” Lalo earned a 
quarter a chore; chores were such things as picking up his 
toys. Lalo said this about books: “They’re fun to read.” 
Lalo’s sister also had a “Give” jar. She donated her money 
to the Ames Animal Shelter. To donate to the public library, 
use this address: Ames Public Library, Attn: Lynne Carey, 
515 Douglas Ave., Ames IA 50010. Put “Lalo Match” in the 

 
158 Source: AnonLegionOps, “Anonymous makes homeless man cry.” 
YouTube. 26 February 2013 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AVesrPoGjqc>. Also: 
“‘Anonymous’ Protesters Make Homeless Man Cry With Amazing Act 
(VIDEO).” Huffington Post. 21 November 2013 
<http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/11/21/anonymous-homeless-
man-cry-video_n_4317431.html?utm_hp_ref=good-news>. 
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memo field if you wish your donation to be used to replace 
lost children’s materials.159 

160. “Dear Grandma and Granpa, Thanks for Wat You 
Got Me” 

It’s good to teach children to write thank-you notes; in 
addition, sometimes the notes are cute. For example: “Dear 
grandma and granpa, Thanks for wat you got me. Love 
Dillon. P.S. I frgot what you got me.”160 

161. Good Karma 

In the comments on Reddit on a story about a police officer 
in Arizona buying a bicycle for a teenager who walked nine 
miles to work, police officer Haliday wrote, “Is this how we 
get karma? Buying stuff for people? Looks like it’s my time 
to shine: I bought a new queen-sized mattress for this lesser-
than-fortunate 12-year-old boy. I greeted his single mother 
and 3-year-old sister (who has leg braces) when they were 
moving into our city’s government housing. The 12-year-old 
boy was all excited and wanted to show me his first own 
room. So I obliged and as soon as I turned the corner my 
heart sank — nothing but a blanket and couch pillow on hard 
tile floor. I asked where his bed was, which he didn’t have 
one. He wasn’t sad or mad at all, but did say, “The floor does 
get hard to sleep on sometimes.” For the remainder of my 
shift I had this pit in my stomach. I couldn’t take it anymore, 
so after I got off (well, the next morning) I went and 
purchased a new mattress then delivered it to the apartment. 
Every time he sees me he tells me how much he loves his 

 
159 Source: Vanessa Peng, “Boy donates chore money to help replace 
lost books.” KCCI (Des Moines, Iowa). 10 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/loqrnm5>. 
160 Source: JaiDubs, “Dear Grandpa and Grandma, thanks for what you 
got me.......” Imgur. 3 January 2014 
<http://imgur.com/gallery/5Fjw3UE>. 
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comfy bed and now he wants to be a cop.” In an additional 
comment, Haliday wrote that he also bought box springs. By 
the way, someone asked, Why buy a queen-sized mattress 
for a 12-year-old boy? Haliday replied, “Good question! I 
was actually debating this myself. The size I picked was on 
sale, and I figured go big or go home. My hopes is that it’ll 
last him for a long, long time.”  

Other Redditors wrote about good deeds:  

1) JMFargo wrote, “On the way out of my apartment 
complex, I noticed a lady on the side of the road, tears 
streaming down her face trying to push a broken stroller (any 
time the wheels hit a small bump the wheels turned sideways 
and stopped the stroller cold) with one child in it while 
carrying her daughter. I stopped, got her where she and her 
kids needed to go, held the bus up for her so she could grab 
her bus pass from inside her house, and left. I picked her up 
a stroller that would fit her kids and left it for her the next 
morning on her front porch with a small note saying that I 
hope it worked better and made her trips easier. I haven’t 
seen her using it, but I also haven’t seen her on the side of 
the road, crying as she struggles to get her kids home. I 
figured if we’re getting karma for buying stuff I’ll tell my 
story too. It’s not something you can really brag about 
without sounding like a d[*]ck, right? ‘Hey guys, here’s this 
totally awesome thing I did for someone because it was the 
right thing to do. Now tell me how awesome I am!’”  

2) nixpuss commented, “3 months ago my little girl and I 
lost everything in a fire. I wish I could find the words to 
express my gratitude to the people at Red Cross. It was such 
an incredibly lonely and overwhelming time. There was an 
old guy at Red Cross and he phoned me EVERYDAY for a 
month. He asked how we were doing, arranged counseling 
for my daughter (she was home by herself at the time of the 
fire), he gave her a Red Cross teddy bear which she still 
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sleeps with, he helped find us clothes, he helped us find our 
new home. […] I’m tearing up. I had no idea the support that 
Red Cross provides, until I needed it. The compassion is 
incredible and 100% helped us move on from the crappiest 
summer, ever. I love Red Cross.”161 

162. “Because We’re Friends” 

In October 2013, yasi was standing in the check-out line at 
Trader’s Joe’s when a heavily accented, older woman behind 
her asked her to watch her basket for a moment — she had 
forgotten to get something and wanted to go and get it. yasi 
looked in the basket and saw several boxes of mocha ice 
cream. When the older woman came back, yasi said that she 
liked mocha ice cream, too. The older woman explained that 
she had tried it for her first time with a friend that day and 
had really liked it, so she bought a lot of it. After yasi had 
paid for her frozen lasagna, the older woman asked her to 
wait outside for her. yasi did, and the older woman gave her 
a box of mocha ice cream, saying, “This is for you, for being 
my friend! Thank you for being so kind.” yasi tried to 
decline, but the woman insisted that she take the ice cream 
“because we’re friends.” yasi wrote on Reddit, “I feel guilty, 
but her kindness meant the world to me. I’ve been having an 
incredibly hard week and I wasn’t planning to leave the 
house at all, but I’m so happy I did. I can’t describe how 
incredibly thankful I am for her friendship — even if it was 
only a few, fleeting moments.”162 

163. “Keep Up the Good Work and When It Starts to 
Get Tough Do Not Forget that Others may be Watching 

 
161 Source: “/u/Haliday bought a bed for the child of a poor family and 
changed that kid’s life forever.” Reddit. 4 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/mbemmpg>. 
162 Source: yasi, “Because we’re friends.” Reddit. October 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/m8l6wwb>. 
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and Will Need the Encouragement of Seeing a Good 
Family Being Raised” 

On Friday, 25 October 2013, a single mother (no name 
given) took her family to a Pizza Hut off Sherron Road in 
Durham, North Carolina. Times have been hard for her and 
her family. She has a four-year-old daughter, and her six-
year-old son has Asperger’s and ADHD. Her son’s 
medication had worn off, so she apologized to a young man 
seated nearby at the Pizza Hut about the loudness of her 
children. The young man replied that he had three children 
of his own and knew what she was going through. After the 
young man left, a waitress and the Pizza Hut manager talked 
to the single mother and told her that the young man had paid 
the bill for her family’s meal and had gifted them with a 
Pizza Hut gift card. The young man also left this note: 

“I do not know your back story, but I have had the privilege 
of watching you parent your children for the past 30 minutes. 
I have to say thank you for parenting your children in such a 
loving manner. 

“I have watched you teach your children about the 
importance of respect, education, proper manners, 
communication, self control, and kindness all while being 
very patient. I will never cross your path again but am 
positive that you and your children have amazing futures. 

“Keep up the good work and when it starts to get tough do 
not forget that others may be watching and will need the 
encouragement of seeing a good family being raised. God 
bless! — Jake”163 

 
163 Source: “Mom stunned by act of kindness at Pizza Hut.” WTVD-TV 
(Raleigh, Durham, North Carolina). 28 October 2013 
<http://abclocal.go.com/wtvd/story?section=news/local&id=9302645>. 
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164. A Cabbie, a Scumbag, and a Good Samaritan 

In January 2014, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada, taxi 
driver BJ Roberts, age 75, got stiffed out of a $220 fare by a 
man in his 20s. The man had asked how much it would cost 
to go from Victoria General Hospital to Nanaimo Regional 
General Hospital, and he told Mr. Roberts that his mother 
would pay the cab fare. The man even called — or pretended 
to — the hospital and talked to “Cindy,” whom he said 
worked in the lab. Once at Nanaimo Regional General 
Hospital, the man said that he would go inside and get his 
mother, but he did not come back. Mr. Roberts said, “After 
about five minutes, I started getting a bad feeling. I really 
never saw it coming.” Mr. Roberts went inside and 
discovered that no Cindy worked in the lab: “I said, ‘Oh, my 
gosh, I just got scammed out of $225.’” Fortunately, a man 
in his 50s gave Mr. Roberts money to cover the fare: “And 
this guy said, ‘Excuse me, sir. Here, please take this, there’s 
$225 here, I want you to have it.’ I said, ‘Are you kidding 
me?’ He said, ‘Listen, I’ve driven cabs for some years when 
I was younger, I got shafted a few times, and I didn’t like it. 
It’s not fair to you. I can afford it, please take it.’” Mr. 
Roberts thanked the Good Samaritan, who wanted to remain 
anonymous. Mr. Roberts said, “It leaves me feeling very 
good.” He added, “I will never make that mistake again.”164 

165. “As Much as It was a Nightmare, It Became One of 
the Best Things that Have Ever Happened to Me” 

On 2 January 2014, Kit Thomas paid his annual visit to 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from Hawaii. Unfortunately, he 
lost his wallet, which contained $600 in cash and almost all 
his ID cards and credit cards. He retraced his steps but was 

 
164 Source: Katie DeRosa, “Good Samaritan gives driver $225 after 
Victoria man ditches cab fare.” Times Colonist (Victoria, British 
Columbia, Canada). 20 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/m44a8vt>. 



 184 

not able to find it. Fortunately, he still had his passport, so 
he was able to fly home. Also fortunately, when the snow 
melted, an anonymous woman found his wallet and turned it 
in to South Eastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority 
(SEPTA) passenger-services representative Joanne Ashley 
at 30th Street Station, who found an AAA membership card. 
AAA left Mr. Thomas a voice mail saying that his wallet had 
been found. When Mr. Thomas got his wallet back, it was 
still wet — and all the money, ID cards, and credit cards 
were still inside. Maureen Daly, a SEPTA passenger-
services representative, said, “It’s just a great Philadelphia 
story. It really is. In my job, I have this great opportunity to 
meet so many people from out of town and a lot of times 
people are surprised at how wonderful we are here. So to 
have someone who lives in Hawaii lose his wallet and then 
through a series of all these good people have it turn up with 
all his cash, with everything, it’s amazing.” Mr. Thomas 
said, “I can’t tell you what a complete miracle it was. As 
much as it was a nightmare, it became one of the best things 
that have ever happened to me. I was the very, very lucky 
beneficiary of good Samaritans who resisted the ‘finders 
keepers’ temptation.”165 

166. “This Column is Not an Advertisement for 
Chipotle. but Heck, if You’re Hungry After Reading It, 
Go Get Yourself a Big Ol’ Burrito” 

In early January 2014, Derrick Knutson lost his wallet at a 
Chipotle restaurant in Blaine, Minnesota — something he 
discovered after driving away with “a burrito the size of a 
newborn polar bear.” He returned to the restaurant’s parking 
lot, looked under approximately a dozen cars and then 
checked inside to see if a wallet had been turned in. None 

 
165 Source: Helen Ubinas, “Found wallet restores faith in humanity.” 
Philadelphia Daily News (Pennsylvania). 31 January 2004 
<http://tinyurl.com/lq73r3l>. 
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had. In a column for The EMC Post Review (Cambridge, 
Minnesota), Mr. Knutson wrote, “I had thoughts of some 
uncouth charlatan — I’ve always wanted to use ‘charlatan’ 
in a news story or column — going on a spending spree with 
my plastic, buying such extravagant items as a Ginsu knife 
set from the nearby Gander Mountain or cleaning out an area 
grocery store of its supply of Teddy Grams.” Fortunately, a 
woman approached him in the parking lot and asked, 
“Derrick?” She had found his wallet outside the restaurant, 
searched for ID, and left a voice mail for him saying that she 
had found his wallet. She had also waited in the parking lot 
in case he returned. Mr. Knutson wrote, “I offered her some 
cash for her good deed, but she told me to keep my money. 
There are quite a few bad people out there who would have 
just taken my wallet, spent the cash, and racked up a bunch 
of charges on my cards, but this woman was not of that ilk. 
She said, ‘Bless you’ to me, and I returned her blessing in 
kind.” By the way, this is an editor’s note that accompanied 
the column, in which Mr. Knutson wrote, “After paying for 
the hefty meal, I excitedly scampered to my car with it in a 
takeout bag and set off for home, thinking of how good it 
would taste when I finally sunk my teeth into the tortilla-
wrapped concoction of rice, spiced chicken, salsa, cheese, 
sour cream and guacamole”: “This column is not an 
advertisement for Chipotle. But heck, if you’re hungry after 
reading it, go get yourself a big ol’ burrito.”166 

167. “Did You Lose a Wallet?” 

Captain Mike Muia, a 15-year veteran of New York 
Waterway, often does the good deed of returning items left 
behind on his ferryboat. He said, “Sometimes people don’t 
even know where they lost it, and so wouldn’t know to check 

 
166 Source: Derrick Knutson, “A burrito, a lost wallet and a Good 
Samaritan.” The EMC Post Review (Cambridge, Minnesota). 15 
January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/kvd23bs>. 
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lost and found.” Sometimes, he returns the lost item even 
before the owner is aware that it has been lost. On 17 
December 2013, CBS Evening News Director Eric Shapiro 
and his wife Anne, a retired stockbroker, took Captain 
Muia’s ferry and then walked to their home in Weehawken, 
New Jersey. Mr. Shapiro said, “I was watching the news 
when there was a knock at my door. It must have been 12:30. 
The ferry captain asked, ‘Did you lose a wallet?’ It was my 
wife’s wallet. We didn’t even realize it was missing.” Mr. 
Muria said, “I’ve done this a few times when I find a wallet 
or a cell phone. Deckhand Nestor Martinez found the wallet. 
I looked at her driver’s license and saw the address and 
figured it was worth a shot. It’s more convenient than the 
customer coming in to lost and found.” Fortunately, he was 
able to deliver the wallet. He said, “I noticed they lived close. 
So I stopped there on my way home.” He added, “If it’s a 
wallet, then I look for an address. If I can’t deliver it, I mail 
it.” New York Waterway President & Founder Arthur E. 
Imperatore said, “Captain Mike Muia performed once again 
in the highest traditions of customer service which we 
emphasize at NY Waterway.” Mr. Muia said, “Mr. 
Imperatore taught us well.”167 

168. “You’re Gonna Need a Bigger Bag” 

On 29 January 2014, Tyler Gedelian, the 29-year-old 
manager of the Goodwill store in Monroe, Michigan, and 
Laura Pietscher, a job coach at Goodwill, were going 
through some donated clothing when they found money — 
a lot of money. They found a wallet and several envelopes 
containing $100. The total amount of money they found was 
$43,100. Mr. Gedelion said, “We might find a quarter in 
somebody’s jeans. But that blows my mind.” The wallet 

 
167 Source: Al Sullivan, “More than lost and found Ferry boat captain 
returns lost items personally.” Hudson Reporter.com (Hudson County, 
New Jersey). 2 February 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/q9kpjw9>. 
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contained an old identification card, and Monroe police 
officers were able to able to find the rightful owners. Mr. 
Gedelion said, “My biggest concern was getting the money 
back to the rightful owner. I certainly can’t imagine losing 
that kind of money. I was so nervous having so much of 
someone else’s money.” A man, who did not want to be 
identified, had been cleaning out an elderly relative’s closet, 
and he donated the clothing to Goodwill. The man said, “I 
am really proud of those people at Goodwill. It makes me 
feel good there are people out there like that, especially in 
this day and age.” Ms. Pietscher was the first person to find 
money; she told Mr. Gedelian about it and they searched to 
make sure that they found all the money that was in the 
clothing. Monroe Police Officer Kris Joswiak brought a 
small zippered bag to Goodwill to carry the cash in and take 
it to the police station. Mr. Gedelian said that when he saw 
the small zippered bag, he thought, “You’re gonna need a 
bigger bag.” Sergeant Chris Miller said, “It would have been 
extremely easy to take the money and walk away. It’s 
reassuring to know there are people in this world who are 
willing to do the right thing.” The money’s rightful owner 
said, “There aren’t many people like that today. I want to 
thank them from the bottom of my heart. In this world we 
live in, we need more people with morals like that.” Mr. 
Gedelian said, “There was never a question [about keeping 
the money]. I don’t even think I did anything special. I did 
what any person should do. If it was my money and I lost it, 
I hope somebody would try to find me.”168 

 
168 Source: Ray Kisonas, “Worker Returns $43,000 Discovered In 
Donated Clothing.” Monroe News (Michigan). 31 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/mp6ko65>. 
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169. “I was So Stunned and So Stressed, I Swear I was 
Going to Have a Heart Attack or a Stroke” 

On 10 January 2014, Sharon Davis, age 71, lost an envelope 
in the parking lot of a Safeway in Clackamas, Oregon. The 
envelope contained $2,000 in cash and a $38,000 cashier’s 
check. She said, “I was so stunned and so stressed, I swear I 
was going to have a heart attack or a stroke.” Fortunately, a 
Good Samaritan found it. Brian DiCarlo, a 23-year-old 
student at Portland State University, said, “It wasn’t dirty, it 
wasn’t all wet. She must have just dropped it. I must have 
been moments behind her.” At first, he thought that the 
envelope was trash, but then he looked inside it and saw the 
money. He said, “My first thought is that this person is a 
wreck, whoever it is; they are losing their mind trying to 
figure out where they left it, retracing their steps.” He added, 
“I never really had the ‘I could keep this’ thought. I think I 
do believe that at the time I was the exact person who needed 
to be there at that exact time to pick it up, because maybe 
someone else wouldn’t have done the same thing that I did.” 
He telephoned the sheriff’s office hotline, and he gave the 
sheriff’s office the envelope and its contents. He said, “This 
is all for her stuff. This is her work and so if she loses it I 
mean, she can’t do what she was hoping to do and so I would 
have hoped that someone would have done it for me.” 
Paperwork inside the envelope identified Ms. Davis as the 
owner. The sheriff’s office returned her property to her, and 
she gave Mr. DiCarlo a thank-you note and a $300 reward. 
She also talked to him. Mr. DiCarlo said, “She called me that 
night. Was very appreciative of me returning it and was very 
emotional because of it.” He added, “Just to hear what it 
meant to her was enough reward for me to do it.”169 

 
169 Source: Carlene Sadoka, “Envelope with $40,000, lost in parking 
lot, returned by Good Samaritan.” Yahoo! News. 16 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/m2udq4b>. Also: Paul Craig, “$40,000 lost & 
found: Man returns cash-packed envelope dropped in parking lot.” 
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170. Sela Fetsko, Grace Goodwin, and Piper Scarry: 
Good Samaritans 

In 2013, Sela Fetsko, Grace Goodwin, and Piper Scarry 
walked out of Geibel Catholic High School in Connellsville, 
Pennsylvania, when they saw a moneybag filled with 
hundreds of dollars. They took it to the school office. The 
money came from the Geibel Cafeteria; an employee had 
accidentally dropped it. Sela said, “I figured that if it was 
mine, I would want someone to return it.” Grace said, “I 
knew that no one would want to have the burden on them 
that they lost that money and they didn’t know where it was.” 
School principal Don Favero praised the three girls, who 
received a free lunch at the cafeteria — and some bonus 
points in algebra. In addition, they appeared on KDKA-
TV.170 

171. “Someone is Having a Really Bad Day” 

Two days before Christmas of 2013, Chris Gagnon, age 50, 
withdrew money from Citibank in downtown Morristown, 
New Jersey. He put the envelope filled with $3,500 in cash 
in an inside jacket pocket, but the envelope fell through a 
hole in the pocket. Mr. Gagnon said, “I’m in a panic. I’m 
calling the bank. I’m calling everyone.” The money had not 
then been returned to the bank. Mr. Gagnon said, “I thought 
it was gone forever.” Fortunately, Chanti Carter-Rene, a 29-
year-old Morris County probation officer who lives in East 
Orange, New Jersey, found the envelope filled with $100 

 
KPTV (Portland, Oregon). 15 January 2014; updated 16 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/mz2owmk>. Also: Christian Henry, “Man finds lost 
envelope containing $40,000, returns it to owner.” KATU (Portland, 
Oregon). 16 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/k3ebpjg>. 
170 Source: Trina Orlando, “High School Students Praised For 
Good Deed.” KDKA (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania). 1 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/m5ptqjm>. 
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bills. She could have used the money as a deposit for an 
apartment, but she said, “The guilt would kill me.” She said 
that she also thought, “Someone is having a really bad day.” 
She returned the money to Citibank and left her business 
card. In the meantime, Mr. Gagnon was still searching for 
his money and was retracing his steps. Checking again at the 
bank, he discovered that his money had been found and 
turned in. He said, “I was just so grateful — what a 
wonderful thing. I think most people are more honest than 
we give them credit for.” Mr. Gagnon called Ms. Carter-
Rene to thank you: “I said, ‘This is the fellow whose life you 
saved. I just wanted to thank you so much.’”171 

172. $300,000 Lost, Found, and Returned 

On 23 December 2013 in Las Vegas, Nevada, Yellow 
Checker Star Cab Company taxi driver Gerardo Gamboa 
found a brown paper bag containing $300,000 that a gambler 
had left behind. He turned the money in to the cab company; 
police located the gambler and returned the money to him. 
The gambler then rewarded Mr. Gamboa with $10,000. 
Yellow Checker Star Cab Company awarded Mr. Gamboa 
an additional $1,000, gave him a gift certificate to a Las 
Vegas steakhouse, and named him Employee of the Year.172 

173. “I Wish I Could Just Grab Her Right Now and 
Hug Her Because She Really Went Out of Her Way” 

In December 2013, Kalen Stimpson, a senior at Cedar Hill 
High School in Cedar Hill, Texas, lost her pink wallet. It 
contained a paycheck debit card with over $300 on it and 

 
171 Source: Naomi Nix, “East Orange woman returns lost $3,500 two 
days before Christmas.” The Star-Ledger (Newark, New Jersey). 1 
January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/md4c9xo>. 
172 Source: “Gambler rewards man who returned $300K left in cab.” 
KSNV-TV (Las Vegas, Nevada). 27 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/ogxf9nt>. 
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such sentimental items as a $2 bill, a gift about which Ms. 
Stimpson said, “I got it on my 14th birthday and I haven’t 
spent it. I just keep it.” When she realized that she had lost 
her wallet, she worried about Christmas: “I was like, ‘Oh! I 
can’t get anybody Christmas gifts. I can’t because all my 
money was in there. I don’t know how I’m going to get my 
parents, or friends or anybody anything.’ I was just really 
upset about it.” Kewpie Steward, a senior at Ferris High 
School in Ferris, Texas, found the wallet. She said, “I was 
just going with my boyfriend to get his hair cut and I dropped 
him off and parked the car. It [the wallet] was just lying right 
by my door.” Ms. Stewart spent $6 of her own money to 
return the wallet, mailing it — and a note — to an address 
she found inside the wallet. She said, “I looked at her 
birthday and said, ‘Hey, she’s a month younger than me! 
Man, I know how she’s feeling.” Ms. Stimpson said, “I wish 
I could just grab her right now and hug her because she really 
went out of her way.” Ms. Stimpson’s mother wrote about 
the good deed on Facebook.173 

174. “You Serve as Models of Honesty and Integrity” 

When three boys — Jason Burgess, age 10; Malachi Shelton, 
age 10; and LaMont Kirkesy, age seven — found a box 
containing $100 while they were playing in a park in 
Warren, Michigan, they made sure to give the money and 
box to a responsible adult: Carol Fame, Jason’s 
grandmother. She found a $10 check that was made out to 
the nearby First Church of Jesus Christ and returned the 
money, check, and donation box to the church, which will 
use the money for its Christmas service. In December 2013, 
Warren Mayor Jim Fouts gave the three boys mayoral 
resolutions at city hall to celebrate their honesty. Mayor 

 
173 Source: Dionne Anglin, “Teen’s act of kindness saves Christmas for 
another.” KDFW (Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas). 19 December 2013 
<http://www.myfoxdfw.com/story/24267006/christmas-deed>. 
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Fouts said, “What a wonderful Christmas gift you have given 
to all of the young people in the metro area. And that is you 
serve as models of honesty and integrity.” Ms. Fame said, 
“It’s amazing. All the attention these three are getting shows 
that doing good things, you know, they get rewarded for it. 
So that’s pretty awesome.”174 

175. “This will Never, Ever Happen Again in Our 
Lifetime” 

During the holiday season of 2013, Greg and Stacye Terry 
went to a McDonald’s drive-thru to order breakfast, but they 
were given the wrong order. Instead of a bag containing their 
breakfasts, they were given a bag containing thousands of 
dollars that were supposed to be deposited in the bank. 
Stacye said, “My husband opened the bag and discovered the 
money inside. He said, ‘You are not going to believe 
this.’ Sure enough, it was their [McDonald’s] bank deposit 
money.” She added, “The second that he said it was their 
deposit, my first thing was let’s get in the truck and take it 
back. There is no other way to have it. I couldn’t live with 
myself.” A McDonald’s employee discovered the mistake 
and went to the Terrys’ home, which was nearby. The Terrys 
immediately handed over the money to the visibly shaking 
and upset employee. The Terrys said that they don’t want 
any employee to lose her job because of the mishap. Greg 
said, “We’ll be back. We’ll be back. But, next time I’m sure 
we’ll leave with our normal breakfast order.” He added, 
“This will never, ever happen again in our lifetime.” 
McDonald’s owner Phil Gray issued this statement in 
response to the Terrys’ actions: “We are grateful for this 
customer and the action they took upon realizing our error. 
We are looking in to why this mistake happened, but what is 

 
174 Source: Robin Murdoch, “3 Warren boys honored for finding, 
returning cash.” WJBK (Metro Detroit, Michigan). 19 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/lhrs6f2>. 
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most important to us is knowing that we are part [of] a 
community with the values that were evidenced by this 
person’s actions.” Greg said that giving the money back was 
“the right thing to do.”175 

176. “I am Glad I was Able to Find the Rightful Owner 
of the Money. He Gave Me a $50 Reward and Wrote 
Me a Very Nice Thank-You Letter” 

In November 2013, Kulwinder Kumar became The Taxi 
Council of Western Australia’s taxi driver of the year. He 
had been filling his taxi with gasoline at a car wash in 
Inglewood, a suburb of Perth, Western Australia, when he 
saw a bag containing $420. For two days, he searched for the 
owner. He succeeded in finding him and returning the bag of 
money to him. Mr. Kumar said, “I am glad I was able to find 
the rightful owner of the money. He gave me a $50 reward 
and wrote me a very nice thank-you letter.” Mr. Kumar 
became a taxi driver in 2012. He said, “I love Perth, and I 
love being a taxi driver. You get to meet new people every 
day and go to different places.”176 

177. $223,600 in Cash Lost, Found, and Returned 

In November 2013, probation officer Jessica Luebke found 
a plastic bag containing bundles of $20 and $100 bills — a 
total of $223,600 in cash — near the curb on Scotsdale Drive 
in Harvey, Louisiana. Ms. Luebke and supervisor Kewana 
Ceasor secured the money until deputies from the Jefferson 
Parish Sheriff’s Office arrived. An armored car also arrived; 

 
175 Source: Emily Luxen, “Hermitage Couple Cashes In At McDonald’s 
Drive Thru.” Newschannel5 (Hermitage, Tennessee). 3 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/lrnz8zy>. 
176 Source: Kent Acott, “Good deed recognised in cabbie award.” The 
West Australian (Australia). 22 November 2013 
<http://au.news.yahoo.com/thewest/a/-/breaking/19964173/good-deed-
recognised-in-cabbie-award/>. 
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the guards were looking for a missing bag of money that it 
had been transporting from the Boomtown Casino in 
Harvey. The police returned the money to its rightful owner. 
Louisiana Department of Corrections District Administrator 
Jon Reeves is happy that Ms. Luebke found the bag of 
money: “It would have caused a lot of trouble if somebody 
else had found it.”177 

178. “I Saw My Money Flying Away, But There are 
Good People in This World and You’re One of Them” 

On 13 November 2013, Felipe Perez, a veteran busboy of 
Keno’s Restaurant on La Palma Avenue in Anaheim Hills, 
Orange County, California, found a white envelope 
containing $5,000 on the floor of a bathroom stall he was 
cleaning while at work. Mr. Perez said, “It was not my 
money. How am I gonna keep it?” The money belonged to 
Warren Bloom, age 90, who said to Mr. Perez, “I saw my 
money flying away, but there are good people in this world 
and you’re one of them.” Deputy Chief Raul Quezada of the 
Anaheim Police Department told Mr. Perez, a father of four, 
“It’s refreshing that we have people such as yourself who are 
willing find the money and return the money.”178 

179. Matthew Phillips of Hayward, California: One of 
the Good People Out There 

On 7 November 2013, Matthew Phillips of Hayward, 
California, found a wallet containing nearly $800 in cash, 
credit cards, and blank checks at a Castro Valley gas station. 

 
177 Source: Michelle Hunter, “$223,600 from Boomtown Casino 
dropped by armored car in Harvey is returned by probation officer.” 
The Times-Picayune (New Orleans). NOLA.com. 20 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/q6qyrom>. 
178 Source: “OC Busboy Credited With Returning $5,000 Lost By 90-
Year-Old.” CBS (Los Angeles, California). 15 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/nervlgx>. 
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He attempted to trace the owner through the credit cards, but 
the credit card companies cited privacy issues and would not 
give him the contact information he needed to return the 
wallet, so Mr. Phillips turned in the wallet and its contents to 
Hayward police, who found the rightful owner: Ghulam 
Nabi of Modesto, California. Mr. Nabi expressed his 
gratitude for Mr. Phillips’ good deed. Police Lieutenant 
Darin Nishimoto said, “We [police] sometimes get so 
involved in dealing with the victims and suspects. We know 
there are good people out there, but a majority of the time 
we deal with the bad people. People like Matt should be 
recognized … especially as the holiday season 
approaches.”179 

180. “It’s Certainly Refreshing to KNOW There are 
Sweet, Honest People like You Out There in the World” 

Redditor sprkleyes420, who lives in Colorado, found a 
woman’s wallet in the parking lot of a DSW (Designer Shoe 
Warehouse) where she was buying shoes for her sister’s 
wedding. She called a telephone number in the wallet and 
the woman’s husband answered. She told the husband that 
she would leave the wallet at the DSW. The husband 
requested her cell phone number, which she gave to him. 
After the woman who had lost the wallet picked it up at the 
DSW, she immediately called sprkleyes420 to thank her. She 
also requested an address so she could send her a thank-you 
note. A couple of weeks later, a thank-you card — and a gift 
card for DSW — arrived in the mail. The card was dated 12 
November 2013. This was written on the thank-you card: 

“Sorry this is late in coming to you but wanted to say … 

 
179 Source: Natalie Neysa Alund, “Hayward police recognize good 
Samaritan who returned nearly $800 in cash.” Bay Area News Group. 
San Jose Mercury News (California). 14 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/p7rymc6>. 
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“Thank You So Much! 

“You must be my guardian angel — picking up my wallet in 
the parking lot, turning it over to DSW, + then phoning us. 

“It would have been a real mess if it would have been taken. 
It’s certainly refreshing to KNOW there are sweet, honest 
people like you out there in the world. (I’ll pay it forward.) 

“Hope you’ll find something fun w/ the enclosed DSW card 
& again THANK YOU!!” 

In her comments on Reddit, sprkleyes420provided some 
information about herself: “Doing the right thing is 
completely natural to me because that was how I was raised. 
Sadly, some people do not have those same beliefs, I wanted 
to show that there are still good people out there and also, 
doing the right thing is still appreciated.” She also wrote, “I 
am very grateful for their generosity because I was saving 
for a new pair of winter boots for myself. I am a single mom, 
this was such a wonderful and unexpected reward.” 

To a Redditor who asked, “Can you make me dinner?”, 
sprkleyes420provided replied, “Honestly, I would be happy 
to, next time you are in Littleton, Co [Colorado], I have a hot 
meal with your name on it.” The Redditor replied, “Haha 
thanks. I don’t see me being there in the forseeable future, 
but hey maybe someday. I’m not particularly in need of help, 
but I recently moved out on my own for the first time. As 
expected, my mom (don’t know my dad) and I have stopped 
talking as much. The thing I miss most is probably the 
comfort of a home-cooked meal waiting for me when I get 
home on late nights. I guess it makes me a little sad 
sometimes. But I’ll be OK :). I’m honestly not really sure 
why I told you that; but it made me feel better regardless. 
Thanks.” sprkleyes420then wrote, “If you have a good 
relationship with your mom, call her :-), it will mean tons to 
her. Those home-cooked meals were her way of showing 
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you how much she cared. My daughter is almost 9 and I have 
been raising her by myself since she was 6 months old. I have 
worked my butt off to make sure she has everything she 
needs and pinched every penny to make sure she will have 
money to pursue a college education (yay, smart 
investments!!) but no matter where she ends up I will love 
her and there will always be a room in my house just for her 
:-)”180 

181. “I Do Like to Believe that There are Still Good 
People Left in This Crazy World We Live In. You 
Certainly are One of Them” 

In late 2013, Rabbi Noah Muroff of New Haven, 
Connecticut, bought a desk for $150 that he found on 
Craigslist. He said, “It fit perfectly into my van but when we 
got home, it was about a quarter of an inch too big to fit into 
my office. It was crazy that it didn’t fit by such a small 
amount. We tried taking the hinges off the door, but it didn’t 
work.” He unscrewed the top of the desk and made a 
discovery: A white plastic shopping bag was behind one of 
the filing cabinets on the side of the desk. Rabbi Muroff said, 
“We brought it to the table and counted it out and there was 
$98,000” in $100 bills. He said, “My wife and I both knew 
immediately that we would return it. When I was picking up 
the desk, the lady, who wasn’t Jewish, told me that she had 
bought the desk at Staples and put it together herself. We 
knew the money was hers, and she was speechless when we 
called her to tell her we had found it.” A middle-aged woman 
named Patty was the original owner of the desk; she had 
hidden her inheritance in it. The money had fallen behind the 

 
180 Source: sprkleyes420, “Returned a wallet I found in a parking lot a 
couple of weeks ago, got this in the mail today.” Imgur. 14 November 
2013 <http://imgur.com/Ou6UQHQ>. Also: sprkleyes420, “Returned a 
wallet I found in a parking lot a couple of weeks ago, got this in the 
mail today.” Reddit. 14 November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/lb6fean>. 
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filing cabinet, and she had thought that the money must be 
elsewhere in her home. Rabbi Muroff said, “If we hadn’t had 
to take the desk apart, we never would have found it.” He, 
his wife, and their four small children went to Patty’s home 
the next day — he and his wife thought that it was a good 
opportunity to teach their children about ethical behavior. 
Patty refunded the purchase price of the desk and gave the 
good rabbi a cash reward. Rabbi Muroff said, “Originally, 
she thought I only had two kids because that was how many 
car seats she had seen in my van the day before. When she 
saw that I had four children, she went back into the house 
and added more money to the gift bag she gave me.” Rabbi 
Shmuel Kaminetzky advised him to go public with the good 
deed. Rabbi Muroff said, “He told me that by coming 
forward it would be an opportunity to make a Kiddush 
HaShem and it was the right way to go.” (According to 
Wikipedia, “Kiddush HaShem is a precept of Judaism. It 
includes sanctification of the name of God by being holy.”) 
Patty wrote a thank-you note for the good rabbi: “I cannot 
thank you enough for your honesty and integrity. I do not 
think there are too many people in this world who would 
have done what you did by calling me. I do like to believe 
that there are still good people left in this crazy world we live 
in. You certainly are one of them. I work in the non-profit 
sector and I see people with hardships and struggles 
everyday. So I truly believe that no good deed goes 
unnoticed. Please accept this gift for you + your family along 
with my thanks. I will be forever grateful. Patty.”181 

 
181 Source: “New Haven man finds $98K in desk he bought on 
Craigslist,” WTNH (New Havren, Connecticut). 10 November 2013; 
updated 11 November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/kdvxugm>. Also: 
“Kiddush Hashem: Rabbi Returns $98K He Found In Desk He Bought 
On Craigslist.” The Yeshiva World. 11 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/khkpy4l>. Also: “Jewish Man Finds $98K In Desk 
He Bought On Craigslist.” YouTube. 11 November 2013 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OghL84kBrPk>. Also: “Kiddush 
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182. Lost, Found, and Returned: $13,000 

In late 2013, a tourist from Maryland visited Daytona Beach, 
Florida, and lost a bank bag containing $13,000. Darlene 
Curley, age 44, found the bank bag and a purse and other 
items on a beach. She said, “We were worried someone 
might have drowned or something could have happened to 
them on the beach.” She turned in the money to the police, 
who were able to return it to its rightful owner. Ms. Curley 
said, “We also wanted to make sure they got their money 
back because you know that could have been all the money 
that they had. I’m glad she got her money back and her 
belongings and that she was safe, that was more our worry 
than anything that she was OK.” Captain Mike Berard of 
Daytona Beach Safety Ocean Rescue said, “There are good 
people out there and we’re happy about that and she’s 
fortunate that somebody found it and returned it.”182 

183. “It’s Nice to Have a Feel-Good Story. Especially 
When It’s a Kid Doing the Right Thing” 

On Halloween 2013 in Sandwich, Massachusetts, 13-year-
old Jack Sheehan found a bag containing nearly $1,300 in 
cash while he was walking his dog. He did the right thing 
and turned it in to police, who located the owners and 
returned the money to them. Jack said, “I felt like it was the 
right thing to do. I’m happy they got the money they lost. A 
lot of people I know would have been on the fence of what 
to do.” The bag contained bank deposit slips on which the 
letters “MCS” appeared. The money had come from 

 
HaShem.” Wikipedia. Accessed 11 November 2013 
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kiddush_Hashem>. 
182 Source: “Good Samaritan turns in 13K in lost money.” CBS 
(Atlanta, Georgia). 7 November 2013 
<http://www.cbsatlanta.com/story/23911801/good-samaritan-turns-in-
13k-in-lost-money>. 
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Mashpee Country Store, a convenience store in nearby 
Mashpee, Massachusetts. Mohammad Ahmad had intended 
to deposit the money in a bank, but he had placed the bag on 
the roof of his car, left it there, and as he drove to the bank, 
it fell off. His brother, Mohammad Rafiq, said, “It fell on the 
way somewhere. We were looking for it here and there.” 
Rafiq added, “The kid was really good. It is not usual that 
this kind of thing happens.” They rewarded Jack with $100 
and candy. Christa Cabral, the Sandwich school resource 
officer, said, “It’s nice to have a feel-good story. Especially 
when it’s a kid doing the right thing.”183 

184. $20 Bills Swirling in the Air 

In late October 2013, money flew in the air on a rural road 
east of Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada. A $20 bill hit the 
windshield of a motorist, who fortunately was a Good 
Samaritan. The motorist pulled over, saw Canadian and 
USAmerican money swirling around in a ditch and began 
collecting the money. The Good Samaritan also found a 
wallet. The man who had lost the wallet and money had been 
on a shopping trip in the United States. He had pulled into a 
gas bar [gas station] in Emerald Park, which is east of 
Regina, and left his wallet on the edge of a trailer that he was 
hauling. The Good Samaritan took the wallet and money to 
a nearby detachment of the Royal Canadian Royal Mounted 
Police, who returned the items to the man who had lost 
them.184  

 
183 Source: Melissa Hanson,”Sandwich boy turns bag with $1,300 in 
cash over to police; rewarded with $100 and bags of candy.” Boston 
Globe (Massachusetts). 6 November 2013 
<http://www.boston.com/metrodesk/2013/11/06/sandwich-boy-turns-
bag-with-checks-over-
police/KFoshBN53aju7bwFpdeXwK/story.html>. 
184 Source: “Shower of $20 bills gathered up by passing motorist.” 
CBC News (Canada). 31 October 2013 
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185. “I Showed the Lady at the Dry Cleaner. I like, ‘Oh, 
My God, Look at This!’ and She like ‘Ooooh!’” 

On 26 October 2013, Shawn Freeman rented a tuxedo from 
Masquerade Costumes and Tuxedo Rental in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, so he could go as a Day of the Dead guy to 
a friend’s Halloween party. After he returned the tuxedo, 
however, he discovered that he had lost or misplaced some 
money. Realizing that it was probably in a pocket of the 
tuxedo, he called Masquerade Costumes. Christina Nguyen, 
the owner of Masquerade Costumes, had just dropped off the 
dry cleaning. She ran to Master Cleaners (just down the 
street) and searched the tuxedo pants that Mr. Freeman had 
been wearing. Ms. Nguyen said, “When I reach in the back 
and I feel it, I take it out and I was like, I showed the lady at 
the dry cleaner. I like, ‘Oh, my God, look at this!’ and she 
like ‘Ooooh!’” Ms. Nguyen had found over $1,200. (Mr. 
Freeman owns a military surplus business and likes to pay 
for things in cash.) Mr. Freeman said, “I didn’t fully expect 
it all to be there, but it was there.” Ms. Nguyen said, “He’s 
my customer and I think that might belong to him so I think 
I’m responsible to find it for him.” Mr. Freeman said, “You 
would never think that somebody would be kind enough to 
return it and be that honest. Ms. Nguyen said that she and 
her husband work hard to ensure that they have a good 
reputation. She said, “I feel good, yeah, because we found it 
and he happy, so we happy.”185 

 
<http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/shower-of-20-bills-
gathered-up-by-passing-motorist-1.2304559>. 
185 Source: Sarah Stewart, “Good Samaritan returns cash left in 
costume pocket.” KFOR (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). 28 October 2013 
<http://kfor.com/2013/10/28/good-samaritan-returns-cash-left-in-
costume-pocket/>. 
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186. “I was Totally Perplexed and Surprised that People 
Could Carry Around So Much Cash and Then Forget 
It” 

On 27 October 2013, Thomas Güntner, a taxi driver in 
Würzburg, Germany, found a cloth bag in his taxi after he 
had driven an elderly couple from a bank to their home. 
Inside the bag was €250,000 ($342,325 USAmerican) in 
€500 notes. He said, “I was totally perplexed and surprised 
that people could carry around so much cash and then forget 
it.” He said that losing so much money “would probably be 
the downfall of the old couple.” Thirty minutes after finding 
the money, he was at the old couple’s house. The old woman 
said about the return of the money, “I’m still shocked.” Mr. 
Güntner said, “She was as white as a sheet and told me that 
I saved her life.” Mr. Güntner declined a reward, but he did 
accept €12.30, which was the price of the fare to the old 
couple’s house.186 

187. Lost and Found: A Nickel 

A little girl found a nickel on a bookshelf at a public library 
in Plymouth, Michigan. Being an honest person, she turned 
in the nickel to a librarian named Heather Pacheco, who left 
this note at the Children’s Service Desk: “This nickel was 
found in the shelves by a very honest + concerned preschool 
patron. I assured her we would keep it here for owner to 
claim.” Librarian Stacy Lorence posted a photograph of the 
note and nickel on Reddit. Redditor sanctum commented, 
“This is so good. So cute. And the interaction I imagine 
taking place is so so so good for developing the child’s 
empathy and moral compass. Please, wherever you work, 
recognize a child like he’s made of gold whenever he or she 

 
186 Source: “Taxi driver returns €250,000 to passengers.” The Local 
(Germany). 30 October 2013 <http://www.thelocal.de/20131030/taxi-
driver-returns-to-forgetful-old-couple>. 
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does something this honest and thoughtful.” Redditor srr128 
commented, “I remember being five or six years old and 
finding a nickel on the playground. I took it to the teacher on 
recess duty, and she let me keep it! It was pretty much the 
most exciting thing ever.”187 

188. “Not a Dollar Missing!” 

In October 2013, Redditor kupcake23, aka Christian, posted 
on Imgur a photograph that he captioned, “Lost my wallet 
last week at a bar. Got this in the mail today. Not a dollar 
missing! Thanks, Sarah.” The photograph showed 
Christian’s wallet (with debit cards and money) and a letter 
dated 21 October 2013 that was written by Sarah F. of 
California. The body of the letter stated, “Hey, I found your 
wallet in the parking lot on Friday night in downtown 
Fullerton. Just felt like doing the right thing by returning it. 
I hope it reaches you safely.” Redditor SirBigMan 
commented, “I don’t want to get you excited or anything but 
this happened to me and I ended up dating the girl for 3 
years. Just saying, maybe thank her with a cup of coffee.”188 

 
187 Source: lastfantastic, “I work at a public library, and came in to this 
note displayed carefully at the Children’s Services Desk.” Imgur. 23 
October 2013 <http://imgur.com/WhY3Vhe>. Also: lastfantastic, “I 
work at a public library, and came in to this note displayed carefully at 
the Children’s Services Desk.” Reddit. 23 October 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/kdzmftf>. Also: Megan Griffo, “Very Concerned, 
Very Honest Preschooler Returns Lost Nickel To Plymouth District 
Library (PHOTO)” Huffington Post. 24 October 2013 
<http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/10/24/plymouth-district-library-
nickel_n_4151823.html?utm_hp_ref=good-news>. 
188 Source: kuopcake23, “Lost my wallet last week at a bar. Got this in 
the mail today. Not a dollar missing! Thanks, Sarah.” Imgur. 23 
October 2013 <http://i.imgur.com/CmV9Xz6.jpg>. Also: kuopcake23, 
“Lost my wallet last week at a bar. Got this in the mail today. Not a 
dollar missing! Thanks, Sarah.” Reddit. 23 October 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/knhqx2c>. 



 204 

189. “Maybe He’ll Think I’m Just Some Crazy Lady!” 

In September 2013, Laura Diers found along the westbound 
entrance ramp to U.S. Highway 30 in Ames, Iowa, a wallet 
that had been lost by Wes Monroe, a first-year student at the 
Des Moines Area Community College campus in Boone, 
Iowa. He stays in a room in the Iowa State University dorms 
in Ames. Mr. Monroe had placed his wallet on top of his car 
while in a hurry to pay for his gas with a debit card at a gas 
station, forgotten about it, and driven away. Inside the wallet 
were Mr. Monroe’s driver’s license and college ID, along 
with such things as the high school senior photo of his 
girlfriend, Shelby Spencer, and a receipt for expensive 
college textbooks. Notably, the wallet contained no cash — 
nothing unusual for many college students. Ms. Diers mailed 
the wallet to the address shown on the driver’s license, along 
with $10 and a note of encouragement. She wrote him, “I 
know it’s not much, but it’s always nice to have a little extra 
cash. Enjoy a drink with a friend or put a drop of gas in your 
car.” Ms. Diers, age 41, has four children. She said, “I’ve 
been in those positions where it would’ve been really nice to 
get some encouragement from somebody.” However, she 
worried, “Maybe he’ll think I’m just some crazy lady!” Mr. 
Monroe was pleased to get his wallet back. He said, “It takes 
a special individual to go out and do something like that.” 
Mr. Monroe spent the $10 on gas. He said, “That’s pretty 
much what I do with all my money — gas or food.” He wrote 
Ms. Diers a thank-you letter. She promised to have the 
worshippers at Cornerstone Church in Ames pray for him.189 

 
189 Source: Kyle Munson, “College student’s lost wallet returned — 
with a motivational message and an extra $10.” Des Moines Register 
(Iowa). 16 October 2013 
<http://blogs.desmoinesregister.com/dmr/index.php/2013/10/16/college
-students-lost-wallet-returned-with-a-motivational-message-and-an-
extra-10/article>. 
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190. Good People Live In and Around Chattanooga, 
Tennessee.  

Here is some evidence: 

1) On 26 January 2014, the editor of the Chattanooga Times 
Free Press (Tennessee) published this letter by Joann 
Whitlow: 

“On a recent Friday afternoon my granddaughter stopped for 
gas and put her wallet on top of her car. Not thinking, she 
drove off, and the wallet fell off somewhere on Highway 58. 
Two hours later, she missed her wallet and phoned her 
parents who immediately went searching for it, but to no 
avail. 

“Saturday afternoon, there was a knock on the door, and 
there stood a man holding the wallet. He found it on the busy 
highway Friday afternoon. It was in pretty bad shape, but 
inside, it was intact, even the money. 

“I hope this man reads this because it was a good deed this 
family will never forget!” 

2) On 6 October 2013, the editor of the Chattanooga Times 
Free Press (Tennessee) published this letter by Nancy Eden: 

“My husband surprised me with reservations to Ruth’s Chris 
Steak House! Upon arriving home later that night, my purse 
opened and I spilled all of the contents out on the street. I 
retrieved my lipstick, comb and camera. The next morning I 
found the key to our house and a dime. 

“Later, that morning my husband got a call from my phone. 
The caller told him he had found a cellphone on the street 
and this was the last number that was called. My husband 
was surprised and delighted. 

“The person told my husband that he would leave the 
cellphone in our mailbox. I left a card with a small reward in 
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the mailbox. Later that day we checked the mailbox and 
there was my cellphone, but he did not take the reward! 

“Truly, a Good Samaritan saved the day. Bless him!”190 

191. Good Guy Gregs: Lost and Found 

On 30 January 2014, Redditor rbmcmurt posted a Good Guy 
Greg meme with this caption: “Kentucky GGG just saved 
me from the most miserable 4 days imaginable.” The meme 
stated, “ALREADY DEPRESSED MOTHER-IN-LAW 
LEAVES IPAD AT GAS STATION IN MIDDLE OF 10 
HOUR DRIVE TO VISIT MY WIFE AND ME / FINDS IT, 
LOGS INTO FACEBOOK TO CONTACT HER FAMILY, 
WAITS TWO HOURS TO RETURN IT TO HER.” As 
usual, Redditors made good comments: 

1) bravestghost wrote, “Aren’t some people awesome? Last 
week my bag, along with my cell [phone], were stolen from 
a restaurant I was in. I gave up hope looking for it when last 
night a manager at a bar posted on my Facebook (accessible 
from phone) that they found my bag and phone at their bar. 
Turns out the thief forgot my stuff at said bar. The staff found 
a charger for my dead phone so they could let me know they 
had it. I’m ecstatic!” 

2) SgtPuppy wrote, “Hopped on a bus once looking for 
empty seats as you do. Saw one with a plastic carrier bag 
with what looked like the maroon color of a passport inside 
it. After seconds of deciding I went to sit in that seat in hope 
to find out who this person was to return it to them. That 
horrible feeling of people watching you thinking ‘I know 

 
190 Source: Joann Whitlow, “Good Deed: Kind stranger returns wallet.” 
Letter to the Editor. Chattanooga Times Free Press (Tennessee). 26 
January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/oa5nqvl>. Also: Nancy Eden, “”Good 
Deed: Stranger Returns Cellphone.” Letter to the Editor. Chattanooga 
Times Free Press (Tennessee). 6 October 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/m7hhwgt>. 
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why you sat there. To steal that bag!’ Looked through the 
bag and there were all sorts of personal documents. As the 
police station was literally outside the stop I got on from, I 
got off the next stop and walked back. Obviously anyone 
watching me would have been mortified at me getting on the 
bus, grabbing a random bag, and getting off straight away, 
but I had to just think f[**]k it I gotta do the right thing. 
When I got to the police station there was a man sitting in 
the corner with his face buried into his hands. As I hand the 
bag over at the front desk, the lady looks at it and says to the 
man ‘Hey, this gentleman has found your things, you might 
want to thank him’. The guy looks up at me, those eyes, man, 
tears, as if a moment ago his life was over, he thanks me. 
Can’t remember exactly what he said, it was broken English, 
but I wasn’t expecting anywhere near that kind of 
appreciation.” 

3) sgdre wrote, “When I was in Kyoto, Japan, one of my 
travel buddies left an iPad in a public bathroom. He didn’t 
realize [it] until 3 or 4 hours later. We went back and it was 
right where he left it. Turns out no one steals anything in 
Japan. Awesome place.” 

4) Ameerante wrote, “Ya, I found a phone once and just kept 
it around until someone called. I answered, said I had it, and 
they asked me to bring it to them. Uh, no. Told them that I 
had to be to work in 30 minutes, at a certain Subway, and 
they could stop by. They argued with me. 

“Anyways, when they finally came by they looked like 
hardcore drugs addicts, grabbed the phone, sneered at me, 
and left, without so much as a thank you. 

“On the other hand, I lost my … wallet thing once. Only it 
was not really a wallet, just those little flippy things that hold 
cash and maybe two cards. I had the phone number of a 
coworker shoved in it, from months earlier (a coworker I 
barely spoke to). The woman who found it called the 
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coworker, who somehow figured out who the hell I was 
(cause my CC [credit card] had my real name, and I went by 
an unrelated nickname at work.) The coworker, being a 
mildly unhelpful person, just told the GGG to call my place 
of work (WinCo) so that they could give me the message, 
rather than taking the GGG’s number and passing it on 
herself. Anyways, the GGG just brought it to WinCo. I 
literally walked in the door and was stopped at Cust 
[Customer] Service so they could give it back. The kicker? I 
lost the wallet while biking to work. So this all happened in 
the space of about 20 mins. I was stunned.”191 

192. “There are [a] Bunch of Nice Kids Out There Who 
Deserve Our Appreciation!” 

On 7 December 2013, this appreciative letter to the editor by 
James Cotta of Lodi, California, appeared in the Lodi News-
Sentinel: “At the Parade of Lights, I had to jump out of my 
truck in order [to] switch to a back-up generator. In the rush, 
I jumped out with my phone in my lap, and didn’t realize I 
left it behind on Church Street. A 16-year-old girl (that’s all 
we know) picked it up and contacted my son. He met her in 
Lodi, and my boy was waiting with my phone [when] I got 
home from the parade. I would like to express my heartfelt 
thanks to her. And, to let everyone know we usually only 
hear about the bad things, and there are [a] bunch of nice 
kids out there who deserve our appreciation!”192 

 
191 Source: rbmcmurt, “Kentucky GGG just saved me from the most 
miserable 4 days imaginable.” Live Meme. 30 January 2014 
<http://i.imgur.com/RsNPJZI.jpg>. Also: rbmcmurt, “Kentucky GGG 
just saved me from the most miserable 4 days imaginable.” Reddit. 30 
January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/jvslnnr>. 
192 Source: James Cotta, “Letter: Teen did a good deed at the 
Downtown Lodi Parade of Lights.” Letter to the Editor. Lodi News-
Sentinel (Lodi, California). 7 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/lsko7uz>. 



 209 

193. Accidentally Sold: A $23,000 Wedding Ring 

On 31 May 2013, Racquel Cloutier, who lives in Laguna 
Niguel, California, gave birth to her fifth child. Before she 
left to go to the hospital, she took off her $23,000 wedding 
ring and put it in a jewelry and watch box in a closet. She 
said, “Whenever you’re pregnant, your fingers start to swell 
so I thought it’d be a good idea to take it off.” Unfortunately, 
she did not tell her husband, Eric, and on June 1 he sold the 
jewelry and watch box at an annual neighborhood garage 
sale for $10. Ms. Cloutier said, “Honestly, this has so much 
sentimental value to me, you know — it’s my wedding ring. 
So I’m really upset about it.” She went to local media, 
including KABC (Los Angeles, California), to plead for the 
return of her ring. She believed that the buyer of the jewelry 
box probably did not know about the ring because she had 
placed it under a cushion for protection. Fortunately, the 
buyer gave the box to her daughter and son-in-law, and they 
found the ring inside and returned it to Ms. Cloutier, who 
said, “I don’t think I’ll be taking it off anytime soon.”193 

194. “He Restored My Faith in Humanity. If You 
Believe in Karma, Keith [Medley] has a Lot of Good 
Coming His Way” 

In late 2006, Evergreen Hospital emergency-room nurse 
Dena Baker-Davis lost her $11,000 platinum wedding ring 
with three diamonds in Woodinville, Washington. She said, 
“I lost weight recently, and the ring was loose. I thought it 
might be in gloves I’d used.” She and co-workers searched 
through trashcans, dirty linen, rooms, and hallways, but they 
did not find the ring. Fortunately, Keith Medley found the 

 
193 Source: “Wedding ring accidentally sold at garage sale returned.” 
KABC (Los Angeles, California). 14 June 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/lqfn94z>. Also: “Wedding ring accidentally sold at 
garage sale, reward offered for return.” KABC (Los Angeles, 
California). 10 June 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/khv73jj>. 
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ring in the parking lot of Top Foods supermarket in 
Woodinville, where Ms. Baker-Davis had stopped before 
work. She called Top Foods but at that time no one had 
contacted managers about a lost ring. Mr. Medley, who had 
taken the ring to a jeweler and discovered that it was 
valuable, went to Top Foods to report finding it. Ms. Baker-
Davis got her ring back and gave Mr. Medley a reward. She 
said, “He restored my faith in humanity. If you believe in 
karma, Keith has a lot of good coming his way.”194 

195. “What was the Nicest Thing a Complete Stranger 
has Ever Done for You?” 

On 4 February 2014, _ThaRedditor asked, “What was the 
nicest thing a complete stranger has ever done for you?” As 
usual, Redditors had good comments: 

1) MedicGirl wrote, “I was at a grocery store when my car 
died. I opened the hood and there was liquid oozing out of 
the battery. I called for a tow truck and they said it would be 
a few hours. I went into the store, tears streaming down my 
face, so I could sit somewhere warm. A guy and his wife 
walked up and asked what was wrong. I told them my car 
died and I was waiting on a tow truck. The guy asked to see 
my car and he confirmed my suspicions that the battery had 
ruptured. The wife sat inside with me and I saw the guy drive 
off. Not even fifteen minutes later, he came back with a 
brand-new car battery, hooked it up for me, and when I tried 
to offer him money, he just said to ‘Pay it forward’.” 

2) VoraciousVegan wrote, “When I was young, my mom 
locked her keys in the car when we were in a very bad 
neighborhood. A teenager, walking by, asked if we needed 
help. She, naively, told him what she’d done and he walked 

 
194 Source: Sherry Grindeland, “Good deed shines like ring found in a 
lot.” Seattle Times (Washington). 4 November 2006 
<http://seattletimes.com/html/localnews/2003344794_grin04e.html>. 
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towards us. He pulled out a set of nippers [scissors for metal] 
from his pocket and picked up a strip of sheet metal from the 
ground and broke into our car for us … within seconds. He 
could have easily driven off and left us, but he didn’t even 
wait around long enough for my mom to give him payment.” 

3) SgtWiggles wrote, “These 2 extremely nice girls in high 
school saw that I was looking depressed and lonely during 
my first few weeks as a freshman during lunch and asked me 
to sit at their table. I thought it was just a prank or something 
since they were both juniors and popular/attractive, but they 
just wanted to make sure I was not lonely. We ended up 
sitting together for the rest of the semester and ended up 
being friends and just chatting about various things.” 

4) JustAddMilk wrote, “My then-boyfriend and I were 
hiking on Purple Mountain in Nanjing [China]. Now while I 
speak Mandarin, I’m certainly nowhere near perfect, and it 
turns out Purple Mountain is more like Purple Mountains. So 
we get dropped off near the peak, and are expecting to take 
a cable car to a bunch of tourist-y stuff that are placed down 
the mountain. 

“We get dropped off to find that the cable car is down for 
New Year. Not afraid of a little hike, we just set off, 
expecting to just have to peak and walk down. Long story 
short, we get really, really, really lost. Like ‘accidentally 
breaking into a military base’ lost, and hours have passed. 

“We’re just starting to worry about reaching what we 
thought would be the base when a little old lady walks up to 
us with her hands clasped behind her back. I tell the woman, 
who only went as Grandma Wang, about being lost, and out 
of nowhere she grabs me by the arm and we set off. As we’re 
walking, she takes us on these detours to see these hidden 
gems, including a tomb in a cave, all while waiting for us to 
gawk before we continue. We continue like this for hours, 
during which time we talked about her family, my family, 
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etc. Turns out she was actually finishing her morning walk 
when she came upon us, and that she was leading us the 
complete opposite direction from her house. We beg her to 
just point us the way and we’d do the rest on our own, but 
she insisted, saying ‘I have a daughter. Moms have a duty to 
keep kids safe.’ 

“She finally brings us to the peak we thought we were at in 
the beginning, and even smuggles us past the guards asking 
for tickets, before FINALLY turning around back for home. 
We made it to the base right about sundown, ignore the 
tourist sites and grab a taxi home. 

“I had her cell phone number on my Chinese phone, but I 
wish I still had some way of contacting her and thanking her 
for everything.”195 

196. Free Coffee on the Porch 

In January 2014, snow fell in Birmingham, Alabama, 
surprising everyone. Lots of vehicles ended up in ditches. 
One kind person realized that people would be cold while 
walking home, and so that person put this sign in his or her 
yard: “WALKING HOME? FREE COFFEE ON THE 
PORCH. HELP YOURSELF.”196 

197. Good Guy Dad 

On 4 February 2014, Redditor Nikolai_Blak posted a Good 
Guy Greg meme with this caption: “My dad after I finished 
shoveling the driveway. It’s things like this that make my 
day.” The meme stated, “HAS HOT DRINK AND WARM 

 
195 Source: _ThaRedditor, “What was the nicest thing a complete 
stranger has ever done for you?” Reddit. 4 February 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/llx45ur>. 
196 Source: bat2c, “What snow does to Birmingham, Alabama.” Imgur. 
28 January 2014 <http://imgur.com/a/woBtl>. 
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SNACK READY / AS SOON AS I CAME INSIDE.” On 
Reddit, he explained that his father is paralyzed from the 
waist down and unable to shovel the driveway.197 

198. Good Guy Gym Manager 

On 16 January 2014, Redditor IntravenousCoffi used the 
Good Guy Greg meme to tell about a good deed that his gym 
manager did for him. The text on the meme stated, “SEES 
THREE YOUNG, FIT GUYS LAUGHING AND MAKING 
FUN OF ME WHILE I’M WORKING MY ARSE OFF / 
SUSPENDS THEM FROM THE GYM FOR THREE 
WEEKS WITH A WARNING THAT IF THEY EVER DO 
IT AGAIN THEY WILL BE BANNED FOR LIFE.” 
IntravenousCoffi added more information on Reddit: “He 
also apologised to me and congratulated me on working so 
hard. I’ve lost 40kg so far but I’m still fat, hence the little 
f[**]kstains laughing at me.” And: “I wasn’t fazed by them 
at all and said as much to Jackson (gym manager). He said it 
wasn’t the point, that behaviour like that had no place in his 
establishment, a place of positivity. He also said that if he let 
it go maybe next time they would do it to someone who 
would let it get to them and stop training. 40kg to go btw :D 
I was a huge -_- And yes, I do use stuff like that as fuel. 
Every time I get put down, laughed at, told it won’t last or 
that I’ll give up I just go harder. F[**]k them. I’m awesome 
and am getting more so every day.”198 

 
197 Source: Nikolai_Blak, “My dad after I finished shoveling the 
driveway. It’s things like this that make my day.” Imgur. 4 February 
2014 <http://i.imgur.com/EWPFQFL.jpg>. Also: Nikolai_Blak, “My 
dad after I finished shoveling the driveway. It’s things like this that 
make my day.” Reddit. 4 February 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/lzkk98c>. 
198 Source: IntravenousCoffi, “My gym manager is GGG [Good Guy 
Greg].” Live Meme. 16 January 2014 
<http://www.livememe.com/6q430dd>. Also: IntravenousCoffi, “My 
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199. Classic Canadian Doing a Nice Thing 

On 20 January 2014, Redditor justfnpeachy posted on Imgur 
a photograph of a statue wearing a scarf. The caption of the 
photograph stated, “Temps are supposed to drop tonight so 
someone in Ottawa, Ontario is placing these around the 
city.” A second photograph showed a tag that was attached 
to the scarf. The tag stated, “I AM NOT LOST! If you’re 
stuck out in the cold, take this scarf to keep warm!” Imgurian 
jackthepumpkinking commented, “classic Canadians doing 
nice things.”199 

200. Good Guy Roommate 
A good deed can be done in as little as ten minutes. For 
example, Redditor mcd23 used the Good Guy Greg meme to 
give credit to a roommate (whom he owes a few beers for his 
good deed). The meme stated, “UNEXPECTEDLY, DATE 
WANTS TO SEE MY APARTMENT / AFTER FRANTIC 
PHONE CALL, HE SUPER CLEANS IT IN TEN 
MINUTES WHILE I DRIVE HER THERE.”200 

  

 
gym manager is GGG [Good Guy Greg].” Reddit. 16 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/mbeuxxv>. 
199 Source: justfnpeachy, “Temps are supposed to drop tonight so 
someone in Ottawa, Ontario is placing these around the city.” Imgur. 20 
January 2014 <http://imgur.com/gallery/uUyjRnq>. 
200 Source: mcd23, “Good Guy Roommate (I owe him a few beers for 
this one).” LiveMeme. 13 January 2013 
<http://www.livememe.com/bb85up>. 
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Chapter 5: 201-250 

201. “It will Put A Smile on Carol’s Face and Make Me 
Happy … for Now” 

In January 2014, recently widowed Lee Ballantyne, age 65, 
of Barrie, Ontario, Canada, was eating alone in local 
restaurant Cicco’s when he saw a couple and was reminded 
of his late wife. He paid for their meal and left behind this 
note:  

“Hi! You don’t know me, but my beautiful wife of 43 years 
died last week. 

“Tonight I dined alone for the first time.  

“You remind me of us many years ago.  

“Please allow me to buy your dinner. Enjoy! 

“It will put a smile on Carol’s face and make me happy … 
for now. 

“Happy New Year! 

“Lee B. 

“Pay it forward.” 

He gave the note to the waitress and asked her to put the 
couple’s meal on his credit card. The waitress asked Cicco’s 
owner Lindsay Weiss to be with her and help inform the 
couple of the random act of kindness. 

Ms. Weiss said, “They [the couple] were beyond touched 
and grateful. I cried. The waitress and chef cried. It was one 
of the kindest gestures I’ve ever witnessed.” 

A photograph of the note was posted on Reddit, and it 
quickly went viral.  
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Mr. Ballantyne said, “It was just a simple gesture and it 
seemed like an ideal time to do that. I guess I had a selfish 
motive, I wanted to make myself feel good. And it did for a 
while. It still does.” 

His wife, Carol, was age 62 when she died. She had been ill 
in her last years.  

Mr. Ballantyne said, “My wife’s strength and joy of life is 
now known to millions of people just because of that gesture 
so I accomplished something there. I’m glad people got to 
know a little about Carol.”201 

202. “I Couldn’t Believe It. I Tried to Thank Them, and 
They Said, ‘Thank God’” 

On 2 January 2014, at a Cracker Barrel restaurant in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, two men asked the hostess to give them the 
restaurant’s grumpiest server so that they could make him or 
her smile. The hostess said that no servers there were 
grumpy, and she gave them the restaurant’s happiest server. 
That server was Abigail Sailors, age 18, and the two 
customers asked why she was so happy. She had had a hard 
life for much of her life. She was seven months old when her 
parents were in an automobile accident in St. Joseph, 
Missouri. Her mother suffered brain damage, and her father 
was unable to take care of their five children. She and her 
four siblings ended up in three foster homes, then were 
reunited in a foster home where they endured abuse — that 
foster father is still in prison, according to a Journal Star 
article by Peter Salter. Abigail’s older sister, Sydnie 
Murphy, said, “All the horror stories you hear about foster 

 
201 Source: Brooke Lefferts, “Widower surprises couple by picking up 
their tab.” Today News. 14 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/n2jwlzp>. 
Also: Turboturtle08, “A friend had a customer leave this to the couple 
next to him tonight, and pay for their meal.” Imgur. 9 January 2014 
<http://i.imgur.com/eMUHHs0.jpg>. 
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care, we lived through it.” They kept being moved around, 
sometimes suffering abuse, until John and Susi Sailors took 
them in. They were and are great foster parents. Abigail said, 
“It’s a great home, great people, amazing. I don’t know how 
I would have turned out if I didn’t have them. They shaped 
the person I am today.” Abigail has been studying youth 
ministry and psychology at Trinity Bible College in North 
Dakota, but because she was unable to pay the tuition for 
spring semester, she was working at Cracker Barrel and 
saving her money so she could go back to school. John 
Sailors, her good foster father, said, “She’s always been a 
good worker and paid her own bills and saved her money. 
She’s a great girl. It’s amazing [considering] where she is 
from, what she’s been through.” Abigail said, “I’m just 
thankful. Everything we went through, my attitude is: God 
blessed me with a lot of things. I’m doing good. That’s all 
that matters to me.” One customer, who had attended Trinity 
Bible College, wrote out some checks before leaving: one 
check to Trinity Bible College for $5,000, for her tuition; 
and one check to her for $1,000, to spend on whatever she 
needed. They also left a $100 tip, which she split with 
another server. Abigail said, “I couldn’t believe it. I tried to 
thank them, and they said, ‘thank God.’” By the way, Abigail 
and Sydnie still see their birth mother, who lives in a 
rehabilitation home.202 

203. “What’s the Single Most Heroic Act You’ve Ever 
Witnessed?” 

In December 2013, jadedjester asked on Reddit, “What’s the 
single most heroic act you’ve ever witnessed?” Here are 
some replies: 

 
202 Source: Peter Salter, “Lincoln waitress receives the tip of a 
lifetime.” Journal Star (Lincoln, Nebraska). 4 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/ljnphpz>. 
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1) jamholes wrote, “There was a crowd outside my high 
school surrounding a very one-sided fight. A teacher came 
to break it up after what seemed like an extremely long 
minute. I found out later that this well-known bully had been 
shoving one of the smallest kids in my grade trying to get 
him to fight back to no avail. This kid was doing his best to 
get away, but the bully would just grab him and throw him 
to the ground. 

“Eventually this kid steps in between them and says, ‘F[**]k 
you, that’s enough.’ He was probably average sized, which 
was still smaller than the bully. The bully swings, the kid 
dodges and tackles him to the ground, starting the fight. The 
kid got the sh[*]t beat out of him, but he was at least able to 
break the bully’s nose. 

“It takes major balls to willingly get into a fight you know 
you don’t have a chance of winning. That kid became a hero 
in the school and d[*]mn did he deserve it.” 

2) Gumshooo wrote, “There was once a kid at high school 
who was constantly picked on. We’ll call him Jacob. It was 
an almost all-black school, and this kid was a scrawny, white 
little nerd, who was often targeted by freshmen (even though 
he was a junior at the time, I think) so that they could prove 
that they were tough. This was totally unfair to Jacob, who 
kept his head down, and I don’t think I ever heard him speak, 
even though I had many classes with him over the years. 

“One day, some young kids are shoving him in the hallway, 
and are quickly stopped by an AP [Assistant Principal]. Then 
they start saying things like ‘we know [which] bus you take’ 
and ‘we’re gonna get you tomorrow.’ Well, tomorrow 
comes, and word has gotten around that some kids were 
going to beat up some other kid after school (fights happened 
every day there, but it was rare that people knew the time 
and place, plus if it was after school, there was more of a 
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chance for a spectacle), and people started to make plans to 
watch it happen. I had heard about it in first period. 

“So, after school, I’m walking down to go to basketball 
practice, and I see Jacob (who had no doubt heard about his 
impending fate) booking it down [the] hall, just trying to get 
out of school and to the bus stop before anyone saw him. 
There were maybe 30 kids following him (not the bullies, 
just spectators). I also followed, curiously, with a few of my 
basketball teammates. 

“Jacob got outside, and was almost immediately shoved 
down a grassy slope right outside of the door by one of the 
bullies who had been waiting for him. The other bullies were 
waiting at the bottom. Then, suddenly, one of the forwards 
from the basketball team (a very popular, hulking Adonis 
named Marcus) is running down the hill, just as Jacob 
reaches the bullies. Some of the other athletes follow, and 
proceed to shove and intimidate the bullies, while a couple 
others pick up and dust off Jacob. 

“Marcus, as far as I knew, had never met Jacob, but after 
scaring the bullies away, offered Jacob a ride home. Marcus 
was late coming back to school to practice, but by then [the] 
coaches had found out what had happened and didn’t say a 
word about it. I saw the whole thing go down, and regret that 
I didn’t get involved myself. This was an act of pure 
goodness on Marcus’ part, and it inspired several others to 
do the right thing and help that poor kid. As far as I knew, 
nobody else ever f[**]ked with Jacob.” 

3) Tom_Bombadilll wrote, “There was a small, weak, and 
very [effeminate] (really nice as well) kid in my class who 
was bullied for being gay. One time when the bullies really 
went at him, a friend of mine, who was a ‘cool’ kid, muscular 
and good looking, stood up against them and said that he too 
was gay. After that they never bullied that kid again, maybe 
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they were scared of my friend or they didn’t want to bully 
someone for being gay when a ‘cool’ guy was as well. 

“That was really amazing to see; both of them are still good 
friends of mine now and have boyfriends and are happy. I 
still blame myself for not doing anything about it, I should 
have stepped up or something, but I was scared, I guess.”203 

204. Thanks to a Good Citizen for a Good Deed 

On 16 December 2013, The Windsor Star (Ontario, Canada) 
published this letter to the editor by Moe LaMarre of 
Windsor: “We have often had the pleasure of dining at The 
City Grill. During Saturday night’s snowfall, I experienced 
another treat at the hands of Matt Komsa, the owner. After 
letting my wife out of the car at the curb, my car got stuck in 
deep snow. With no hesitation, a young man shovelling 
snow came over and pushed me out. I learned that he was the 
owner of City Grill. That is service well beyond the expected 
and a tribute to his parents who clearly raised a thoughtful 
son. Thank you, Matt. Downtown Windsor has two gems, 
your restaurant and you!”204 

205. A Good Deed Gone Wrong 

Grace Tazewell, a certified mediator and life coach in Ghent, 
Norfolk, Virginia, once lived in a red-shingled house that she 
called the Frat House. On a cold day, the brick walk to the 
house was icy, and so she decided to do a good deed. She did 
not have any salt, but she did have kitty litter, and she knew 
that gritty kitty litter was good to walk on when placed on 
top of ice. She had even bought a bag especially to use on 

 
203 Source: jadedjester, “What’s the single most heroic act you’ve ever 
witnessed?” Reddit. 17 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/knjrv4o>. 
204 Source: Moe MaMarre, “Thanks to a good citizen for a good deed.” 
The Windsor Star (Ontario, Canada). 16 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/m8gjjxw>. 
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ice. Unfortunately, after she had scattered kitty litter along 
the 15 feet of walkway, she discovered that the kitty litter 
was not gritty. Instead, it was made of clay. She also 
discovered that the clay-and-ice mixture made a very 
dangerous and slippery surface to try to walk on. 
Furthermore, she discovered that when she walked on it, her 
shoes froze to the clay-and-ice mixture. She worked hard for 
two hours cleaning up the clay-and-ice mixture and making 
the walkway safe to walk on. She ruined two shoes, broke a 
plastic dustpan, and ended up with a trashcan that was too 
heavy for her to lift — clay absorbs water. However, the 
walkway was safe to walk on, and she did an additional good 
deed: She gave the remaining kitty litter away.205 

206. Do Something Loving, Caring, and Unexpected for 
Someone Else, and Let Them Know that They Matter 

In early November 2013, Andrea Martin, age 22, was 
working as a cashier in Elgin, South Carolina, when a 
woman with a small boy went to her checkout lane carrying 
a pair of children’s shoes and some women’s socks. 
Unfortunately, the woman did not have enough money to 
pay for all the items and so she asked that the women’s socks 
be put back. Ms. Martin had noticed the two earlier when 
they entered the store: “When she came in, she put her son 
in the buggy because he didn’t have shoes on.” Ms. Martin 
did not put the women’s socks back. She said, “I paid the 
rest of it for her, and she was about to cry.” Ms. Martin is a 
member of Columbia, South Carolina’s Radiate Church, 
which Pastor Brandon Goff founded in 2011. Radiate 
Church encourages random acts of kindness by its members 
as part of an outreach called “You Matter.” The church’s 
website (www.radiatechurch.net) describes the purpose of 

 
205 Source: Grace Tazewell, “A Good Deed Spirals Into Hilarious 
Absurdity.” HamptonRoads.com (Virginia). 19 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/m4l69vf>. 
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the outreach in this way: “As followers of Jesus we want to 
make a difference. Not by disagreeing, arguing, or forcing 
our beliefs … by loving people! So we’ve started the YOU 
MATTER movement! Join the movement by simply doing 
something loving, caring, and unexpected for someone else, 
and letting them know that they matter!”206 

207. “Have You Ever Met a Stranger, Who You Never 
Saw Again, that You Still Think About on Occasion?” 

In November 2013, Redditor HirschyKiss asked, “Have you 
ever met a stranger, who you never saw again, that you still 
think about on occasion?” Here are a few replies (lightly 
edited): 

1) SUPERKAMIGURU wrote, “I walked into a 7-11 once 
for Magic cards when I was like, maybe ten. When I’m 
leaving, I have a smile and am giddy about opening them.  

“I’m headed to my parents’ car when some guy notices me 
smiling and says I must be pretty happy. I excitedly say that 
I was.  

“The guy gives me five bucks, so I could get another pack. 
Day successfully made, and remembered like, 12 years 
later.” 

2) TuckerTheCat wrote, “One night a couple years ago I 
went to my local pub by myself. I was feeling pretty sh[*]tty 
about everything: my relationships, my chosen career path, 
my finances, and just a bunch of little things that were a huge 
burden on me. I sipped my beer and stared blankly at the taps 

 
206 Source: Carolyn Click, “From ‘Random Acts of Kindness’ to year-
long altruism.” The State (South Carolina). 1 December 2013 
<http://www.thestate.com/2013/12/01/3133589/from-random-acts-of-
kindness-to.html#storylink=cpy>. Also: Radiant Church. “You 
Matter.” Accessed 4 December 2013 
<http://www.radiatechurch.net/#!you-matter/c15k2>. 
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against the wall, seriously contemplating the purpose of my 
existence. 

“An older gentleman sat down next to me and sparked up a 
conversation with me. He was a really interesting dude. He 
majored in something like theatre arts in college, didn’t 
know what he wanted to do, and ended up becoming a self-
trained computer engineer. He now works for some big 
microchip company, and he was probably pushing his 70s. I 
ended up talking to him for a few hours over a number of 
pints. I don’t wear my heart on my sleeve, but I think this 
dude could tell something was up with me. When I opened 
up a bit about what I was going through, he said something 
like ‘I was your age once. Relax, kid, you’ve got time. The 
world needs people like you. You’ll find your way.’ 

“We finished our beers and parted ways. Never saw him 
again. That night was the first time in years that I went to 
bed without thinking about killing myself.” 

3) [Name censored] wrote, “I was on a subway in Paris once 
with a few friends of mine, and there was a homeless man 
who was on the train and he was absolutely screaming at 
almost everyone on the train at that time. I have no idea what 
he was saying, but I just know it was most likely some vulgar 
sh[*]t, because people on the train were just giggling at the 
loud disruptive crazy man shouting at strangers. 

“Anyway at one point he notices a young attractive-looking 
girl who is sitting on the other side of the train across from 
him, and starts to turn his attention to her. He has his whole 
body turned towards her and keeps saying God knows what 
to this poor girl. She kept staring straight forward, trying her 
best to ignore the shouting old man who everyone else on the 
train, except for me and my friends, can understand the 
embarrassing things that are being said to her. But even to 
me, a non-native French speaker, I could see how 
embarrassed […] this woman was becoming. I caught her 
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eyes as she looked at me with this look that just said ‘please, 
make this man stop.’ So I did the first thing I thought of. 

“I just stood between the two of them. 

“I didn’t do anything else. I didn’t look at either one of them. 
I just took a few steps over and made sure I was right in 
between the man and her, then went back to playing on my 
phone and making small talk with my friends. And the crazy 
thing about this was that it actually worked! I think he tried 
to shout something at me, then just … stopped. 

“I stood there between the two of them until we got to our 
stop and got off. As the doors were closing she smiled at me 
and mouthed something which I couldn’t make out, then 
they were off. This was about two years ago and I still 
wonder what she tried to say to me.” 

4) yessica0o0 wrote, “When I was 16 I went to Washington 
DC by myself. It was my first time flying, and I had a layover 
in Atlanta. I must have looked scared and lost, not to mention 
the fact that I’m [a] short girl and have always looked much 
younger than I actually am. A feisty middle-aged black 
woman saw how helpless I looked and asked to see my 
ticket; she took my hand and led me to my terminal. It was 
like the scene in Amelie where she is leading the blind man. 
What a cool lady =)” 

5) [Name censored] wrote, “I was about 10 and in Target. It 
was nighttime, and my mom told me I could go get a hot 
chocolate from Starbucks. I went over there and when I got 
in line, a man wearing a hat got in line behind me. He started 
chatting with me, but I was a little creeped out and knew the 
whole ‘DON’T TALK TO STRANGERS’ Rule so I stopped 
answering his questions, which were getting kind of 
aggressive (asking what school I went to, if my parents were 
here, where were they). He paid for my hot chocolate and as 
I walked down the counter to go get it, I heard him tell the 
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cashier that ‘Jeez, my daughter’s being moody today! 
Kids…’ 

“Now I was officially creeped. I walked quickly out of the 
coffee area and tried to find my mom, except the guy was 
following me now. I started walking faster, and then I started 
running. I couldn’t find my mom anywhere and here I was, 
stuck in this store where the cashiers would undoubtedly 
think I was his daughter. I ran out into the parking lot, 
thinking my mom had perhaps gone back to the car with my 
baby brother, maybe he started crying or something. About 
20 feet in front of the store is when I was caught. He grabbed 
me from behind and clamped a hand over my mouth. I was 
struggling quite a bit, and I think that helped. A man, a man 
with a beard whose name I have never learned and likely will 
never learn, ran up and punched the guy holding me in the 
jaw. I was released and the man ran, fearing capture I 
suppose. The bearded guy never said anything; he just 
walked me to my car. I was hysterical, though. Target had 
the entire encounter on video. The police were called, but 
neither man was ever discovered. I’m trying to forget the 
creepy man, but I remember and would like to always 
remember my savior.”207 

208. Flash Love 

In early November, a group of people gathered on West 23rd 
Street in Vancouver, Washington. It was a flash mob of 
sorts: one devoted to doing good deeds. What the mob — 
better known as Flash Love — did was to clean up the 
neighborhood. In a letter to the editor of The Columbian 
(Vancouver, Washington), a female senior citizen named 
Ruby wrote, “It was all very well-organized, efficient and 

 
207 Source: HirschyKiss, “Have you ever met a stranger, who you never 
saw again, that you still think about on occasion?” Reddit. Askreddit. 
18 November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/mcd2bkk>. 
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they seemed to have fun doing the job. Thank you for a job 
well done.” The people behind Flash Love are 29-year-old 
Andrey Ivanov, his seven brothers, and their friends and 
acquaintances. Mr. Ivanov was born in Ukraine and 
emigrated to the United States when he was a child. Many of 
the people in Flash Love, he said, are immigrants from 
Eastern Europe and their first-generation American children. 
They used to feed people at the Lord’s Gym, a food pantry, 
and after it shut down, they decided to continue to do good 
deeds. Mr. Ivanov said that he thought, “Why don’t we do 
something completely spontaneous and crazy with a flash-
mob mentality, but let’s put a positive spin on it. Let’s not 
flash a mob, let’s flash love.” The group has done many good 
deeds, including serving coffee and sandwiches to homeless 
people, providing companionship for senior citizens in a 
nursing home, baby-sitting at a family homeless shelter, and 
going shopping for foster children. Mr. Ivanov said, “We 
have all this awesome energy. It feels good, but it’s more 
than that — it’s truly showing humanity.” He added, “We’ve 
been making connections in the most awkward, odd places. 
I want to involve everybody and make it fun.”208 

209. Instant Karma 

On 10 June 2012, Redditor JeffreyGlen asked, “Reddit, what 
is your best instant karma story?” This is his instant karma 
story: “Today, my son and I went to Wal-Mart to get a new 
game for his DS. We got to the cash register. I noticed the 
woman in front of me was upset. Her card had been declined 
and she was purchasing formula. My son is fascinated with 
babies, so he was talking to the woman about her little girl. 
He put the game down and handed her his money and said, 

 
208 Source: Scott Hewitt, “Bits ‘n’ Pieces: Flash Love a blitz of good 
deeds.” The Columbian (Vancouver, Washington). 20 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/o6gkkux>. Also: Flash Love. Facebook. Accessed 7 
January 2014 <www.facebook.com/WeAreFlashLove>. 
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‘Your baby needs food more than I need Plants Vs. 
Zombies.’ My heart swelled at this, so I got the game 
anyway. Well, as we were walking out, a lady approached 
us and said she saw what he did and gave him an envelope 
and said open it when you get home. When we got home, 
there was a $100 bill and a note that said, ‘You deserve this 
young man!’” 

As always, Redditors had good stories to tell: 

1) mappberg wrote, “I go through periods of insomnia, and 
I have stayed up through countless nights over the years. One 
such night … I went to 7-11 at like 6:30 a.m. … On the way 
out I see this [homeless man]. … I go back in and buy him 
two microwave 7-11 hamburgers, and heat them up. I give 
him the burgers and proceed to Tropical Smoothie which 
opens at 7 a.m. 

“I park the car and open the door, look down and what do I 
see? A fresh $20 on the white line of the parking spot. … So 
that’s cool but then this is the really crazy part: I come back 
out of Tropical Smoothie and as I approach my car, what do 
I find? Another $20. In the exact same spot. I checked my 
pocket, the first one was still there. A glitch in the matrix?” 

2) basketfullofkittens wrote about learning a lesson:” I used 
to be such a d[*]ck of a 6-year old. 

“One time I was on a bus with my older brother coming 
home from soccer practice. We were seated at the back right 
next to the big rear window. For some odd reason I thought 
it’d be funny to show traffic behind us all the angles of my 
middle finger while staring at them with the most obnoxious 
facial expressions. I would wait until the bus got to a stop 
and proceed to do my thing when the bus shut its door and 
accelerated away. 

“I was getting bored as most people would just ignore it and 
the reactions weren’t as amusing. I decided my game needed 
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more thrill. Instead of flipping off incoming traffic my main 
target changed to pedestrians. 

“Here’s where it goes wrong. The bus got to a stop, picked 
up the waiting people and I had found my new target: a very 
buff black man. As I hear my ‘cue,’ which was the noise of 
the doors closing, I proceeded to up my game by showing 
him both of my [middle] fingers and sticking out my tongue. 
This guy, however, built like an athlete, looking mad as 
f[**]k, didn’t think it was all that funny. He sprinted 
alongside the bus matching its speed for at least a block until 
the bus arrived at the next stop. The bus was not that packed, 
but the people who were in it witnessed this big chunk of 
rage giving chase and getting on to the bus. I cowered behind 
my brother’s back in tears who had until now been oblivious 
to my shenanigans. 

“Turned out the black guy was pretty cool about it and just 
told me not to do it again. He even gave me a piece of 
bubblegum afterwards.” 

3) sekmaht wrote, “I found a purse left in a cart outside a 
store I used to work at; against policy I opened the purse and 
found a name and then contacted the lady, and it was her 
purse and she was frantic looking for it. So I waited at the 
store after hours for her to come by and get the purse, and 
she gave me an envelope, also to open when I got home, 
which turned out to be almost exactly how much I was short 
on rent. $120.”209 

 
209 Source: JeffreyGlen, “Reddit, what is your best instant karma 
story?” Reddit. 10 June 2012 <http://tinyurl.com/kthc64k>. 
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210. Good Guy Neighbor 

On 18 November 2013, Redditor enapes7 posted a photo on 
Imgur of a container of Apology Rice and Apology Curry 
and an apology letter. This is the letter: 

“Hi, there, 

“I’m really sorry I was keeping you up last night. I didn’t 
realize that our kitchen was adjacent to your bedroom 
(although I probably should have figured that out since I 
used to live in one of the 3-bedroom units in this complex). 

“Being a vet-in-training, no doubt you have a Monday exam, 
or a morning rotation, or some other ultra-important thing 
that you have been preparing for. I, on the other hand, am 
just an idiot playing Arcade Fire out loud while cooking. 

“As an addendum to this apology, if you like, you can have 
some of the curry I was cooking whilst keeping you awake. 
You’ll rest easier with a decent dinner, and I’ll rest easier 
knowing that I in some way contributed to you resting easier 
— it’s a win-win!! 

“Feel free to knock and I’ll have some set aside in the fridge 
so that either me or my roomie can hand it off. 

“Apologies again, 

“—Ken, the sorry guy 

“P.S. I’m really hoping you aren’t vegetarian because there 
is definitely some chicken in the curry and that would be 
awkward L” 

By the way, Xsnulz commented, “Awesome neighbor AND 
listens to Arcade Fire? You’ve got a keeper there.”210 

 
210 Source: enapes7, “Good guy neighbor!” Imgur. 18 November 2013 
<http://i.imgur.com/hrjGhtJ.jpg>. Also: enapes7, “Good guy 
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211. “I Picked Her Up and Carried Her Step-By-Step 
Another Twenty-Seven Floors to Her Suite at the Top of 
the Towers” 

In the mid-1970s, New York City occasionally suffered 
electricity blackouts. Vernon R. Alden was in NYC for a 
Colgate-Palmolive Board Meeting when one such blackout 
occurred. He attended a play, and in the middle of it the 
lights went out and an usher announced, “New York is 
completely blacked out. I suggest that you leave the theater 
and make your way back to your hotel or wherever. 
Navigating by the headlights of vehicles, Mr. Alden walked 
back to his hotel: the Waldorf Towers. His room was on the 
30th floor, and with the elevators not working, he decided to 
walk up the stairs to get to his room instead of staying in the 
hotel lobby. He met an old, fragile lady around the 15th 
floor. She was crying, and he asked, “May I help you?” She 
replied, “Yes. Could you assist me to my room?” In his book 
Presidents, Kings, Astronauts, and Ball Players: 
Fascinating People I Have Known, Mr. Alden wrote, “I 
picked her up and carried her step-by-step another twenty-
seven floors to her suite at the top of the Towers. Arriving 
there, she thanked me profusely and identified herself as 
Mrs. Douglas MacArthur.”211 

212. “Others Supporting People with Deficiencies Just 
Brings Me Pure Joy!” 

Reddit has lots of very nice stories. For example, on 14 
November 2013 LiteShadows put this story on Reddit: “As 
of ~25 minutes ago, I was in the Taco Bell drive-through, 
and the person takes my order, as usual. Now I get to the 
window, and it’s an 18-year-old young lady in the window 

 
neighbor!” Reddit. 18 November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/molsfwm>. 
211 Source: Vernon R. Alden, Presidents, Kings, Astronauts, and Ball 
Players: Fascinating People I Have Known, p. 86. 
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(you could tell that she’s had a rough life. Tattoos, extremely 
crooked teeth, and just an odd appearance in general [not 
judging]). It seemed she was stuttering when she said my 
total, but [I] didn’t think much of it. But then, when she 
handed me my card back, she had the receipt and was 
mustering out that I could win an iPad 2 yada-yada. I simply 
smiled and replied ‘thank you!’. She stu[tt]ers out what I 
ordered as she hands it to me and said ‘H-h-have a-a g-g-g-
good n-night!’ I smiled and said ‘you too!’ Now the part [at 
which] my heart just melted. As I’m rolling up my window 
and pulling off, I hear one of her coworkers exclaim in pride 
‘great job!’ and hear a high five. I just could not stop smiling, 
and I hope this brightened your day as much as it did me :)” 
This is LiteShadows’ TL;DR (Too Long; Didn’t Read) 
summary: “Others supporting people with deficiencies just 
brings me pure joy!”212 

213. “It Made Me Feel Better that Somebody Cared. 
You Always Feel like You’re on Your Own in Those 
Situations” 

In September 2009, Alice Mullowney, a 20-year-old with a 
broken arm, rode the T subway in Boston, Massachusetts. 
Also riding the T was Deija Kirkland, a 13-year-old eighth-
grader at Community Charter School of Cambridge. Ms. 
Mullowney was going to the theater; Deija was going home 
following a 4-1 loss in her soccer game. Their subway car 
came to a stop in a dark tunnel. Ms. Mullowney said, “We 
were stuck between Charles and Park Street. The usual 
messages came along. Then the power shut off.” They stayed 
in the dark car for an hour. Ms. Mullowney said, “They 
asked me to move up front and I sat next to this just adorable 
girl. She was cute, a very bubbly personality.” Mullowney 

 
212 Source: LiteShadows, “I hope that text is allowed here. Please allow 
me to share my story.” Reddit. Made Me Smile. 14 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/kk6gorj>. 
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was sitting next to Deija, who said later that her grandmother 
“always taught me that if someone needs help or assistance, 
always to help them. So I introduced myself.” Eventually, 
they exited the train. Deija said, “I waited for her to walk 
down the [train] stairs, and then I grabbed her arm and we 
walked [on the train tracks] to Charles/MGH.” Ms. 
Mullowney said, “She just hung on to me and took me out 
and she was just going to stay with me until we got to the 
station. It made me feel better that somebody cared. You 
always feel like you’re on your own in those situations.” 
Deija held on to Ms. Mullowney’s good arm during the five- 
to 10-minute walk together, and then they parted and went 
their separate ways. Deija told her mother about the power 
going out in the subway, but she did not tell her about the 
good deed. Her mother, Kenya Burns, said about the good 
deed, “We talked about all the traffic, and how she walked 
on the tracks, but she didn’t even mention it. Kids, huh?” 
Deija said, “I didn’t really think it was a big deal. I just 
thought it was the right thing to do.”213 

214. “What a Wonderful Reminder that Every Moment 
is a Chance to Do Something Good for Another Person. 
And Not Only That, But Inspire the Others Around Us 
With Our Small but Powerful Actions” 

In late 2013, a young African-American man in a hooded 
sweatshirt fell asleep on the Q train in New York City. His 
head leaned against the shoulder of a Jewish man wearing a 
yarmulke. The Jewish man let the black man sleep. Redditor 
Braffination snapped a photograph of the good deed and 
shared it along with these words: 

 
213 Source: Jack Nicas, “On a crummy subway ride, a good deed stands 
out.” Boston Globe (Massachusetts). 17 September 2009 
<http://tinyurl.com/mp44vb3>. 



 233 

“Heading home on the Q train yesterday when this young 
African American guy nods off on the shoulder of a Jewish 
man. The man doesn’t move a muscle, just lets him stay 
there. After a minute, I asked the man if he wanted me to 
wake the kid up, but he shook his head and responded, ‘He 
must have had a long day, let him sleep. We’ve all been 
there, right?’ 

“He was still sleeping soundly when I got off the train 20 
minutes later. 

“It was a small gesture, but a kind one. I love New Yorkers! 

“What a wonderful reminder that every moment is a chance 
to do something good for another person. And not only that, 
but inspire the others around us with our small but powerful 
actions.” 

Charidy posted the photograph and the words on Facebook, 
and after they went viral, more information became available 
about the two people in the photograph. The Jewish man is 
Isaac Theil, who let the black man stay asleep because “I 
simply remembered the times my own head would bop on 
someone’s shoulder because I was so tired after a long day.”  

He added, “Maybe the photo wouldn’t have become so 
popular if people weren’t seeing a Jewish man with a 
yarmulke and a black man in a hood, and because they might 
not necessarily correlate the two. But there is only one 
reason that I didn’t move, and let him continue sleeping, and 
that has nothing to do with race. He was simply a human 
being who was exhausted, and I knew it and happened to be 
there and have a big shoulder to offer him.” 

On 2 November 2013, the black man, Garvey Dutes, 
commented on Facebook, “This is me, I was not on drugs. I 
came from a long day of college, very tired and I nodded off 
on this random guy. I actually remember falling asleep, haha 
thank you and god bless to that man who let me sleep.”  
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On 3 November 2013, Mr. Dutes added, “We as new yorkers 
have a bad reputation. This would be a great way to shatter, 
that stereotype in a positive manner and bring people closer 
together. The only way is for it to be seen and heard. If I can 
reunite with this man, I would love for it to be public for the 
whole world. Or at least for new york to see. We need this 
light in a time of social despair.” 

Rabbi Bradley Hirschfield, president of The National Jewish 
Center for Learning and Leadership, said, “To be able to 
draw on past hardship to soften our hearts towards others is 
one of the most repeated commandments to the Jewish 
people, and is the core of many spiritual traditions.” 

(Although this good deed worked out well, Ellen Wiener did, 
however, make a good comment on tabletmag.com, “But 
what if the sleeping person missed his stop? I would have 
appreciated being woken up!”)214 

215. “What is One of the Nicest Things Anyone has ever 
Done for You?”  

On Christmas Day of 2013, kbo729 asked on AskReddit, 
“What is one of the nicest things anyone has ever done for 
you?” Here are some answers:  

1) takibi wrote, “When I was in middle school, I had three 
friends who all came from families who were slightly better 
off than mine. During the summer, they liked to go to a 
particular amusement park a lot, but [it was] pretty expensive 

 
214 Source: Yasmine Hafiz, “Sleeping Stranger Subway Picture On Q 
Train Defines Empathy And Is A Lesson In Being Good.” Huffington 
Post. 6 November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/k3teks2>. Also: Charidy, 
“Timeline Photos.” Facebook. Accessed 7 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/pqcv4yy>. Also: Tova Ross, “A Kiddush Hashem 
Goes Viral: The subway rider who let a stranger nap on his shoulder 
and unwittingly became an Internet sensation.” Tablet. 6 November 
2013 <http://tinyurl.com/mkvcldd>. 
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and I couldn’t really go with them much. So one year for my 
birthday, they all chipped in their allowances and bought me 
a summer pass so I could go with them every time. One day, 
they came with one of their moms to pick me up and said we 
were going to some new shopping mall in another city about 
an hour away, but we ended up driving to that amusement 
park and they presented me with my pass there. I cried, and 
I still think that it’s probably one of the sweetest things ever, 
especially since we were like … 13 and they thought it up on 
their own. I’m still best friends with two of them.”  

2) [Name redacted] wrote, “Got into a lot of fights in the 
sh[*]tty high school I went to, so I wasn’t very social. A girl 
sat next to me at lunch once and asked me for a dollar, and 
because I’m a giant p[*]ssy for the ladies I gave it to her. She 
folded it into a heart and gave it back to me. Became 
besties.”  

3) hemenway_90 wrote, “You know those small town 
rednecks? Like, loud trucks, blow every dollar at the bar, 
etc.? One of those types of guys cleaned up his act and 
married my mother and rai[s]ed me as if I were his own 
son.”215 

216. How We Do a Drive-By in America  

On 31 October 2013, bakerXderek uploaded a video titled 
“How We Do A Drive-By In America” on YouTube. The 
video shows a man on his motorcycle stopping to help push 
a man in a wheelchair who was having trouble crossing the 
street. After helping the man in the wheelchair cross the 
street, the man on the motorcycle goes on his way. In a 
comment below the video, bakerXderek wrote, “Never 

 
215 Source: kbo729, “What is one of the nicest things anyone has ever 
done for you?” Reddit. 25 December 2013 
<http://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/1to5jo/what_is_one_of
_the_nicest_things_anyone_has_ever/>. 
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hesitate to lend a helping hand to someone in need. You just 
might make their day.”216 

217. “What is Your Best Experience with a Stranger 
Who You Never Saw Again in Your Life?” 

On 24 November 2013, Redditor vpatel11 asked, “What is 
your best experience with a stranger who you never saw 
again in your life?” As usual, Redditors had some good 
answers (lightly edited): 

1) MattDemp wrote, “Last year, on my birthday I decided to 
treat myself and stop and grab some coffee before school. I 
ordered my coffee, but before they could get the next 
customer’s order they told me [that my card was declined]. 
F[**]k. I try again but to no avail. Now my drink is ready 
and I can’t pay, and a line is forming. I didn’t know what to 
do. Then the guy behind me paid for my drink. I tried to 
decline, but he insisted. It didn’t seem like much of a big deal 
to him, but it really made my birthday.” 

2) ohthesarcasm wrote, “When I first moved to Boston, I 
wasn’t familiar with the transportation system or the fact that 
it closed down at 12:30. I was hanging out with a coworker 
I barely knew and some people I had met that night when I 
realized I had missed the last bus back to my house. I tried 
to get a cab but they told me they wouldn’t go to my 
neighborhood at that time of night. My 
coworker/acquaintances decided to get on a bus and, not 
wanting to be alone, I got on too even though it was going 
nowhere near my house. The people I was with offered to let 
me crash with them, but I didn’t really know them so I wasn’t 
totally comfortable doing that. At this point the bus driver 
had overheard and asked where I live. After I tell him, he let 

 
216 Source: bakerXderek, “How We Do A Drive-By In America.” 
YouTube. 31 October 2013 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YxNMUBwhkyE>. 
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me know that the depot for the bus is one stop up from my 
house and that he could drop me off there if I want (a 25ish 
minute walk). I thanked him profusely and he drove me 
there. But by then it’s pouring rain. And it’s 2am. And I have 
to walk down a really sh[*]tty street. So the bus driver drives 
me home in his own car. In a completely opposite direction 
from his own house. I’ll never forget how amazing it was 
that someone would be so kind to a complete stranger.” 

3) BarrogaPoga wrote, “The best: while waiting for a bus in 
the winter, it was bitterly cold that day. The wind chill was 
about zero. I was bundled up, but freezing and the bus was 
late. I was going to be late for class. An old man pulls up in 
his car and asks me if I’m going to the university. I said yes 
and he asked if I wanted a ride. I should have said no, but I 
was freezing. I got in and he drove me to class. Turns out he 
was a professor and lived down the street from me. He was 
terribly sweet, and I appreciated the warm car ride.” 

4) Hotmexicanez wrote, “I was waiting in a train station in 
South Auckland (a bad place in my country of New Zealand) 
at around 10 at night and our train’s system force us to pre-
purchase tickets at vendors. So me being a skinny white 16-
year-old pulls out his wallet full of change to buy my ticket 
with a train station full of homeless and druggies. I grab my 
ticket and sit down as far away from everyone as possible to 
avoid trouble … but as I’m reading a book these two fairly 
large Maori guys walk up to me demanding my cash THEN 
from out of nowhere this man runs up to us, gets between me 
and the guys and shouts, ‘NO, NOT TODAY, WALK 
AWAY’. This man then sits with me and makes sure nothing 
else happens and as my train comes, he sees me off my way.” 

5) Username1930 wrote, “I’m a female, I was sitting at a 
train station next to a girl who looked rather sporty, I noticed 
she was writing something but didn’t pay any more attention. 
Fast forward half an hour she gets up, hands me a note and 
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walks off. Of course, I wait until she’d left to read it being 
wary of the content, but she had written ‘You’re really 
beautiful, don’t know if you’re interested but here’s my 
number’ followed by her phone number and several naughts 
and crosses. I never messaged her because I’m shy, but I 
carried her note in my wallet for several years. It was a 
brilliant pick me up when I felt like sh[*]t.”217 

218. “Would It be Possible if You Can Make a Dragon 
for Me. I Would Like It if You Could But if You Can’t 
Thats Fine” 

Sophie Lester, a seven-year-old girl from Queensland, 
Australia, wanted a baby dragon for Christmas of 2013. Her 
mother, Melissah Lester, said, “Her dad sat her down and 
said we couldn’t get her one. But he suggested why don’t we 
write and see if someone can get you one? And she said, 
‘What about a scientist?’” She wrote this letter to the 
Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 
Organisation (CSIRO), Australia’s national science agency: 

“Hello Lovely Scientist 

“My name is Sophie and I am 7 years old. My dad told me 
about the scientists at the CSIRO. Would it be possible if you 
can make a dragon for me. I would like it if you could but if 
you can’t thats fine.  

“I would call it toothless if it was a girl and if it is a boy I 
would name it Stuart.  

“I would keep it in my special green grass area where there 
are lots of space. I would feed it raw fish and I would put a 

 
217 Source: vpatel11, “What is your best experience with a stranger who 
you never saw again in your life?” Reddit. 24 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/qeqonkf>. 
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collar on it. If it got hurt I would bandage it if it hurt himself. 
I would play with it every weekend when there is no school.  

“Love from Sophie.”  

Sophie’s parents were hoping that the CSIRO would write 
back and say that getting Sophie a dragon was impossible, 
but instead on 6 January 2014 Vanessa Hill of the CSIRO 
wrote a tongue-in-cheek apology for its lack of dragon 
research: 

“We’ve been doing science since 1926 and we’re quite 
proud of what we have achieved. We’ve put polymer 
banknotes in your wallet, insect repellent on your limbs and 
Wi-Fi in your devices. But we’ve missed something. 

“There are no dragons. 

“Over the past 87 odd years we have not been able to create 
a dragon or dragon eggs. We have sighted an eastern bearded 
dragon at one of our telescopes, observed dragonflies and 
even measured body temperatures of the mallee dragon. But 
our work has never ventured into dragons of the mythical, 
fire breathing variety. 

“And for this, Australia, we are sorry.” 

Ms. Hill added, “Last week the Scientific American 
hypothesised whether dragon fire would be produced by 
flint, gas, or rocket fuel. We already do some research in 
alternative fuels, so perhaps dragon fuel is a good area for us 
to start accelerating our dragon R&D program. Hobbit fans 
would have observed the amount of fire in Smaug’s belly. 
But how much energy could it produce? Would dragon fuel 
be a low emissions option? 

“Thanks for the fuel for thought, Sophie. We’re looking into 
it. In the meantime, you can always admire the brood 
of Daenerys Targaryen.” 
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Ms. Lester said that Sophie liked the response by the CSIRO: 
“All her friends are now saying they want to be a scientist 
and Sophie says she now wants to work in the CSIRO. She’s 
saying Australian scientists can do anything.” 

UPDATE 

CSIRO decided to make Sophie a dragon. In January 2014, 
they created Toothless, 3D printed out of the material 
titanium, at Lab 22, CSIRO’s additive manufacturing facility 
in Melbourne, Australia.218 

219. Good Guy Employee of the Month 

On 4 November 2013, Tyusa posted a Good Guy Greg meme 
about a coworker who had won the Employee of the Month 
award. One of the perks of the award was a good parking 
spot close to work. Tyusa wrote that the Good Guy Greg 
gave the use of the parking spot to a pregnant coworker and 
that he had done this on more than one occasion.219 

220. “D[*]pe-[*]ss Strangers Show Up Out of Nowhere 
with Exactly the Tools to Get Me Situated” 

Redditor alc6379 is one lucky person. On 31 October 2013, 
he went to his Tae Kwon Do school, but made a mistake and 
locked the car door with the keys inside and the car running. 
Time for Problem Solving 101. He went to a store and 
borrowed a metal clothes hanger to use to try to unlock the 
car door. While working on the car door, he saw a man get 

 
218 Source: Ben Westcott, “CSIRO ‘apologises’ for lack of research on 
dragons.” The Age (Melbourne, Australia). 8 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/lqoudjf>. Also: Vanessa Hill, “Accelerating our 
dragon R&D program.” CSIRO. 6 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/lsnux86>. Also: Vanessa Hill, “Here be 3D printed 
dragons.” CSIRO. 10 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/qyfmhnc>. 
219 Source: Tyusa, “He has done this on more than 1 occasion.” Imgur. 
4 November 2013 <http://imgur.com/gallery/f8qjsCN>. 
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out of a van and walk over. The man handed him a book and 
said, “Here, look up your car model and read to me what it 
says.” alc6379 did that and said, “Use tool 80a.” The man 
said, “Word,” took tool 80a out of a bag and unlocked the 
car door, then said, “B[*]tches and money, man. B[*]tches 
and money.” alc6379 wrote on Reddit, “I don’t get how this 
kind of stuff happens to me. Normally, seems like anybody 
else would be stuck jerking around with a clothes hanger, 
calling AAA, or having a friend bring a key. Me? Nope. 
D[*]pe-[*]ss strangers show up out of nowhere with exactly 
the tools to get me situated.”220 

221. “What was a Kind Act You Did for Someone, 
Knowing They Would Never Know You Did It for 
Them?” 

On 26 January 2014, NYGiants1532 asked, “What was a 
kind act you did for someone, knowing they would never 
know you did it for them?” Here are some good replies: 

1) duckspunk wrote, “When my husband goes to bed before 
me, he’ll warm up my side of the bed first and move over 
when he hears me coming up the stairs. I caught him at it 
once and realized he’s probably been doing it every winter 
we’ve been married.” 

2) hairlessknee wrote, “In fifth grade I was playing at a chess 
tournament. The way it would work was that there would be 
about four schools that played with maybe 20 kids from each 
school. Each student would play four games of chess. I won 
my first three and for the fourth game I played an autistic 
student. I had seen him earlier, and he had lost every game 
up to that point. He looked pretty disappointed, so I wanted 
to take it easy on him. In the end I let him win and he was 

 
220 Source: alc6379, “I got locked out of my car last night.” Reddit. 31 
October 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/mm4yqpw>. 



 242 

just ecstatic. He got up saying, ‘I won! I’ve never won!’ and 
he went to report his score. After […] we had heard the 
results of the tournament and they […] announced the 
winner. My school had lost by one win. There are always 
those times in sports (or activities or whatever you want to 
call chess) where you think you may have screwed up and 
lost it for your team. This is the only time I could say I 
literally lost it for my team. Everyone was really upset we 
lost the tournament, and I just kind of kept my mouth shut.” 

GuyMumbles commented, “Most of your team has probably 
forgotten about the loss, but I bet that kid still remembers it. 
Who knows, it might have been a highlight of his life at the 
time. You did a great thing.” 

3) red321red321 wrote, “I was walking back to class from 
lunch during my senior year of high school and saw this 
mentally and physically disabled girl in her wheelchair. I had 
seen her around before during high school but didn’t know 
her name and knew little about her because she was in 
special education classes and we never ran into each other. 
She was in the middle of this ramp that everyone walks up 
when leaving the cafeteria and it didn’t look like she was 
going anywhere. It became apparent that her arms weren’t 
strong enough to wheel herself up the ramp, and I wondered 
why she didn’t have a special education teacher or aide with 
her to help her get around. Everyone was walking past her 
and going back to class as if she wasn’t even there even 
though she was right smack in the middle of the ramp. I’m 
not sure why no one helped her until I did. I walked up 
behind her wheelchair and asked her in a hushed voice if she 
needed to be pushed up the ramp and to her classroom. She 
didn’t turn around to answer me or look at me because she 
had limited physical mobility and had trouble moving her 
neck but she did nod up and down for me. I pushed her up 
the ramp through the sea of other students and wheeled her 
to her classroom. She probably could have wheeled herself 
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to her class after I got her through the trouble of getting up 
the ramp, but it wasn’t a big deal for me so I wheeled her 
there anyway. I left her at the door of her classroom, waved 
to her special education teacher that I didn’t really know, and 
then went to my class and never saw the girl again.” 

Sophira commented, “Thank you for asking first!” 

4) Agaust wrote, “When I was a really young boy in 
elementary school, there was this girl in my class I had a 
crush on. One time she lost something. I forgot what it was 
but I remember it was something very valuable or important 
to her. I think it was her favourite book or toy (memory is 
getting mixed up). She was very upset she lost it. 
Nonetheless, it was something valuable for a child. So 
during recess, when all my classmates were outside, I 
searched for it and found it. I left it on her desk and she saw 
it when she came back from recess. She smiled and she was 
so happy. Being the shy kid, I never mentioned that it was 
me who found it but the eight-year-old me felt like a hero 
that day.”221 

222. “Thank You, John!” 

On 25 January 2014, Redditor MrCows thanked a friend 
named John with a Good Guy Greg memo post on Imgur. 
The post title was “Thank you John!” The text of the meme 
stated, “KNOWS YOU ARE SUFFERING FROM AN 
INJURY THAT IMMOBILIZES YOU / COMES OVER 
EVERY DAY MAKING SURE YOU ARE OK, HELPS 

 
221 Source: NYGiants1532, “What was a kind act you did for someone, 
knowing they would never know you did it for them?” Reddit. 26 
January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/p97dzlf>. 
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WITH CHORES AROUND THE HOUSE, AND KEEPS 
YOU COMPANY.”222 

223. “She’s a Wonderful Lady. I Think She’s a 
Christian” 

In 2013, Chuck Norris (not the famous actor), age 83, left his 
wallet at a self-service checkout counter at a Home Depot in 
Melbourne, Florida. No one turned it in, and he lost his credit 
cards and ATM cards and all of the money for the trip he was 
taking. He said, “I didn’t know what to do. I was just very 
upset.” A female Good Samaritan handed him money. Mr. 
Norris said, “I told her that I couldn’t take it, because I 
couldn’t borrow money. And she insisted that I take it and 
then turned and walked away.” Once he was back in his 
home in Brevard County, Mr. Norris wanted to repay the 
money, but he did not know the name of the Good 
Samaritan. In a newspaper, he published his name and 
telephone number, and the Good Samaritan contacted him 
and so he was able to repay the money she had given to him. 
Mr. Norris said, “She’s a wonderful lady. I think she’s a 
Christian. I’m a Christian, and I would’ve done the same 
thing.” The Good Samaritan did not want to be identified.223 

224. Good Rich People 

In October 2013, Redditor firebreathingraptor asked, 
“Workers of high-end stores (Gucci, Breitling, Versace, etc,) 
what are some of your best stories about customers?” 

Here are two replies:  

 
222 Source: MrCows, “Thank you John!” Imgur. 25 January 2014 
<http://imgur.com/x0noRn0>. 
223 Source: Dan Billow, “Man tracks down Good Samaritan with 
newspaper ad to repay debt.” WESH (Orlando, Florida). 7 November 
2013 <http://tinyurl.com/lt7djlu>. 
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1) Raewynrh wrote, “I managed a health food store in a 
super-wealthy neighborhood outside of DC and I saw AmEx 
black cards at least once a day. It was insane the money these 
people had but they were all super nice. A lot of them had 
houses that cost 5-10 million dollars. I spent all my time 
acting as a personal shopper, placing special orders or 
making deliveries (even though that’s not a service we 
officially offered.) It seemed like a lot of people had tons of 
time to kill because they had nannies and housekeepers and 
cooks. Several people brought me BAGS of baby clothes 
when my daughter was born. It’s all REALLY high end and 
things I never would have been able to afford for myself let 
alone a baby that will outgrow it in a month. One client gave 
me two huge bags of designer baby clothes, little Ugg boots 
in every size through toddler and threw in her unwanted 
Louis Vuitton, D&B and Michael Kors bags with a note that 
said ‘you can probably sell these for a couple hundred bucks. 
I haven’t had time but hopefully they will help.’ I sold them 
on eBay for $3000.” 

2) savethematers wrote, “Worked in a high-end men’s store. 
Man walks in: Older, rotund, jovial, wearing suspenders. 
Seriously he looked like a farmhand. I was trained to show 
everyone the best and work down from that to where they 
felt comfortable, etc. He needed a suit for a speech the 
following week. I showed him a beautiful E. Zegna suit 
($2500). I thought FOR SURE he was going to balk and back 
away … didn’t even bat an eye. Turns out he was Fritz 
Maytag, widely considered the father of American Micro-
brews (heir to the Maytag fortune). He was an ABSOLUTE 
gentleman, refined despite his farming looks, and full of 
great stories. In my 14 years working in luxury … I learned 
one thing: People with REAL money, not just a few million 
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… but SUBSTANTIAL wealth … are often some of the 
most gracious people I’ve met.”224 

225. Saleem Khan: Good Samaritan 

On 24 October 2013, Yourlocalguardian.com published this 
letter to the editor by Mrs. J.A. Stevens: “I took an elderly 
couple to Bourne Hall medical centre Ewell [in Surrey, 
England] on October 22. While waiting for them, my near 
side tyre went flat. I wish to thank Saleem Khan for the help 
he gave in changing the wheel on my car. He was so kind 
and helpful and would not take anything for what he did. He 
called it his duty to help. I would rather think of it as his very 
good deed. Also thank you to Age Concern Epsom and 
Ewell for sending a lady at short notice to take my elderly 
couple home for me. Thank you again, Saleem.”225 

226. The Pizza Guy’s Deepest, Darkest Secret 

When Redditor _GO_AWAY ordered a pizza and requested 
that the pizza delivery guy tell his deepest, darkest secret, the 
pizza guy wrote this under the pizza: “Secret: My favorite 
album of all time is The Immaculate Collection by Madonna. 
I know all the words. I am straight; my girlfriend doesn’t 
know this yet….” (Redditor ScaredHitless commented, “I 
bet his girlfriend will be relieved when she finds out he’s 
straight.”) The pizza delivery guy is also a Redditor and was 
pleased to find a photograph of his note about his deepest, 
darkest secret on Reddit and Imgur. On Reddit, brandoninge 
wrote, “WOW. I am the pizza guy who wrote this on the 

 
224 Source: firebreathingraptor, “Workers of high end stores (Gucci, 
Breitling, Versace, etc,) what are some of your best stories about 
customers?” AskReddit. 25 October 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/lnrjkg6>. 
225 Source: Mrs. J.A. Stevens, “Letter to the Editor: Thank you for a 
very good deed indeed.” Yourlocalguardian.com. 24 October 2013 
<http://www.yourlocalguardian.co.uk/yoursay/letters/epsomletters/107
60822.Thank_you_for_a_very_good_deed_indeed/>. 
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box!!! You should all know there was a pizza saver (a plastic 
circular grease shield) between the pizza and the bottom of 
the box. This has made my week. And I will be telling my 
g/f when she wakes up in the morning! Edit: Yes I made the 
pizza as well, there were several other requests. The bottom 
of the box contains my drawing of Tommy Wiseau (it’s 
awful) and the inside top my 5 favorite bands.” Redditor 
Earthling1980 understandably asked, “Ok, as a pizza person, 
tell me … do you not just get enraged when people make 
these kinds of requests? It would seem not depending on the 
fact that you did it, but if it were me in your situation and I 
had five hundred pizzas to make and deliver I would 
absolutely seethe at this nonsense. It’s like the people saying 
‘dance, monkey, dance.’ No. Just no. There is nothing 
acceptable about making such a request, let alone 
MULTIPLE!” Fortunately, brandoninge replied, “Honestly 
it doesn’t bother me. We are a small chain, only four stores, 
and don’t get these requests very often. The delivery driver 
will usually get a good tip out of it so I’m happy to do it. The 
only time I was ever disappointed was when someone 
requested a drawing of my favorite pokemon and they had 
no idea what missingno was...”226 

227. Richard King: Gentleman and Good Samaritan 

On 12 November 2013, The Leaf-Chronicle (Clarksville, 
Tennessee) published this letter to the editor by Marjorie J. 
Stevens:  

“I am writing this thank you as public acknowledgment to 
the gentleman, Richard King, who came to my rescue on the 

 
226 Source: _GO_AWAY, “We had the pizza delivery guy tell us his 
deepest, darkest secret. He wrote this under the pizza.” Imgur. 20 
October 2013 <http://i.imgur.com/4UJhJAZ.jpg>. Also: _GO_AWAY, 
“We had the pizza delivery guy tell us his deepest, darkest secret. He 
wrote this under the pizza.” Reddit. 20 October 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/qhlq5bq>. 
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evening of Nov. 3. On a return trip from Virginia, as I 
stopped at the end of the Exit 11 ramp, my gear shift 
positively would not shift. 

“A young man came to my window and asked if he could 
help. He also tried to shift gears with no success. He 
physically pushed my car around the corner and off to the 
side of the road. 

“Much to my relief, he completely took charge, called a tow 
truck and got information from them about the cost and if 
they would tow my vehicle where I indicated. He then 
waited the 30 minutes for the tow truck to arrive, transferred 
all my travel bags to his vehicle, and helped with the tow 
truck driver. 

“He then drove me home, unloaded my bags and carried 
them to my door. I could not believe my good fortune in 
being rescued by such a good Samaritan (unlike the rude 
driver who drove past and honked his horn). 

“Mr. King did several other helpful things while we waited. 
I am so thankful that such courteous young men still exist 
and I am so grateful for his assistance.”227 

228. Remi Mustafa: Good Samaritan 

In September 2013, Margaret Thimbleby, age 80, tripped 
near a favorite bakery. Fortunately, Remi Mustafa, owner of 
Queen’s Village Bakery in Orpington, Bromley, London, 
England, helped her. Mrs. Thimbleby said, “I had been to 
Hair and Beauty to get my hair done and as I walked past the 
bakery I tripped on something uneven like a paving stone. 
I’m normally quite good on my feet. I fell down on my face 

 
227 Source: Marjorie J. Stevens, “TIP OF THE HAT: Good deeds 
inspiring gratitude.” Letter to the Editor. The Leaf-Chronicle 
(Clarksville, Tennessee). 12 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/mpzgls2>. 
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and jolted my arms trying to break my fall. The owner saw 
me, rushed out and bought a chair and some water. He 
offered to call an ambulance, but I explained my husband 
was in the car park [parking lot] and so he walked me over. 
He really was a Good Samaritan. I often go in there anyway 
because of the delicious cream buns. My husband, 
Derek, and I went to A&E and to Kings in Denmark Hill 
because my cheekbone was so bruised but nothing was 
broken.” Mr. Thimbleby contacted the council and told the 
members about the uneven pavement.228  

229. Good Samaritan Yellow Cab Driver 

Redditor ravia drives a Yellow cab in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, and does good deeds. Many of them involve 
driving drunk people home, including some who are unable 
to pay the taxi fare. In September 2013 he wrote about some 
of his good deeds on Reddit. Here is one example of him 
looking out for a drunk guy: “there’s the drunk guy from Erie 
[Pennsylvania] who had me look for an hour for his car so 
he could get his phone out of it (I wasn’t going to let him 
drive). We never found his car because when I called his 
friends in Erie from my phone, they explained that he didn’t 
drive to Pittsburgh …. We do deal with some sh[*]t from 
drunk people. I could go on and on.” Let me repeat one good 
deed that the author of this book finds especially impressive: 
“I keep a baby seat in my cab and give it to a poor mother if 
she doesn’t have one (I’ve given out about thirty of 
these).”229 

 
228 Source: Heloise Wood, “Woman praises ‘Good Samaritan’ from 
bakery in Petts Wood who rushed to her aid.” Yourlocalguardian.com. 
12 September 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/l3jsgpk>. 
229 Source: ravia, “Classy cab, extra classy tonight.” Reddit. 15 
September 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/omeoye9>. 
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230. Two Good Deeds from Reddit 

Here are a couple of random good deeds as recounted on 
Reddit:  

1) Rmanager wrote, “There is a local seafood restaurant that 
is overpriced and has terrible service. They are one of the 
only places I can get boiled crawfish so I drag my wife there 
in season. We are almost always disappointed. One day we 
happened to catch a terrific server. My beer was never empty 
and she anticipated all of our needs. We watched her handle 
her section so well she changed our opinion of the place. Not 
only did we compensate her, we brought the ticket to the 
manager and let her know why. The waitress started crying.”  

2) sparklex2 wrote this in response to the question “Ladies, 
[have] you ever bled through your clothes during your period 
in public? How do you deal with the embarrassment?”: 
“Okay, so this may be a bit irrelevant, but this reminds me 
of a cute story that happened to my friend in high school: 
She realized halfway through class her period came, and it 
was all over her seat. The bell rang, and everyone rushed out 
(including me!) but her. Our male teacher asked if she 
needed anything, and she admitted what happened. He 
immediately grabbed a few tissues and gave her cleaning 
supplies so she could wipe it up. Luckily for her, it was the 
last class of the day. He then took off his flannel and let her 
wrap it around her waist while she went to the bathroom and 
cleaned herself up. She went to return it to him, but he let her 
take it home so she wouldn’t have to walk around with 
bloody pants. She had the BIGGEST crush on him after that. 
He was pretty cute too :) tl;dr- Friend bled in class. Super 
cute, good guy teacher took off his flannel for her to wrap 
around her waist to avoid embarrassment.”230 

 
230 Source: jdm0212, “Waiters/Waitresses of Reddit, what’s something 
that I, as a customer, might do that’s incredibly irritating, even if I'm 
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231. Two Good Samaritans Help Two Stranded 14-
Year-Old Girls 

Jane and John Farnsworth of Church Road, Quarndon, 
Derbyshire, England, wrote this letter to the editor of the 
Derby Telegraph (Derbyshire, England), which was 
published on 24 January 2011: “We would be grateful if you 
would express our gratitude to two anonymous good 
Samaritans from the Matlock area who helped my daughter 
and her friend get back from Bakewell to Duffield on New 
Year’s Eve. The two 14-year-old girls had boarded the 
wrong bus by mistake, and ended up in Bakewell with only 
19p between them. A kind bus driver from Bakewell 
provided them with a free lift to Matlock where his route 
ended. Then a generous lady passenger overheard the girls 
discussing how to get to Duffield and insisted on them 
accepting £10 so they could catch another bus home. Neither 
the bus driver nor the lady passenger asked for any 
repayment, nor did they let the girls know their names or 
addresses. Please pass on our thanks to these two marvellous 
people.”231 

232. “What’s the Best Thing You’ve Seen Someone Do 
When They Thought No One was Watching?”  

In October 2103, iamwastedbutimready asked on Reddit, 
“What’s the best thing you’ve seen someone do when they 

 
oblivious to it?” Ask Reddit. 18 October 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/peeusab>. Also: walkingbloodstain, “Ladies, how 
you ever bled through your clothes during your period in public? How 
do you deal with the embarrassment?” Askwomen. Reddit. 18 October 
2013 <http://tinyurl.com/lw43jky>. 
231 Source: Jane and John Farnsworth, “So grateful to duo who helped 
stranded girls.” Letter to the Editor. Derby Telegraph (Derbyshire, 
England). 24 January 2011 <http://tinyurl.com/ppxg28x>. 
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thought no one was watching?” As always, Redditors had 
good answers (lightly edited):  

1) Kingbane responded, “This is something I’ll never forget. 
I was at the supermarket in the checkout line waiting my 
turn. The woman in front of me was counting money in her 
purse and she looked kind of distraught. Given that her 
grocery cart wasn’t all that full, it looked like she was 
worried she wouldn’t have enough to pay for the groceries. 
I think the guy in front of her noticed it too. She was too busy 
counting money in her purse to notice, but I saw the guy in 
front talking to the cashier and handing her what looked like 
one or two 20’s then walked off. He only bought like 5 or 6 
things so he left pretty quick. The lady went up to the 
checkout and was telling the cashier to take back a few things 
when the cashier told her that the guy earlier had left money 
to help pay for her groceries. She broke down crying and 
tried to look for him, but he was long gone. That guy was my 
personal hero that day.”  

2) godfetish responded, “Done this twice. A young mom in 
Elkhart, Indiana, was in front of me and she was picking 
through items in the bags to return so she would have enough 
cash for the rest. She had a cute little girl in pigtails in the 
cart begging to not put back granola bars or something I 
considered healthy, and I just swiped my debit card for her 
bill and punched in my pin and confirmed the price before 
the cashier even noticed. The cashier was shocked that the 
receipt spit out, and without thinking handed me the receipt 
… not how I wanted this to go down, but I told the girl I paid 
and gave her the receipt. The toddler grabbed the receipt and 
told me she loves cookies! Cute, and my boy calls them 
cookies too now. Another time at CVS, I paid with cash for 
an elderly lady, who was apparently unable to manipulate 
her fingers well enough to count out her change, for a 
prescription. I stood there forever as she went through dimes 
and nickels to try to pay for her meds. I told her to let me 
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help, and she moved over and in an old scratchy lady voice 
she said thank you. I took the change she had counted out 
and put it back in her bag and asked the cashier how much it 
was. [The cashier] cried.”  

3) When_Ducks_Attack responded, “I work at a relatively 
small college, and was running a bit early for a bi-weekly 
meeting in the President’s Hall. It’s a beautiful place, well 
appointed, comfortable chairs around an old, hand-carved 
table … and one entire wall of this space is floor-to-ceiling 
windows looking out over the Quad from three stories up. It 
was December, a week or two from Finals, there was a 
couple of inches of snow on the ground, but it wasn’t really 
cold yet, just … not warm. Anyway, I stood there looking 
out the windows at the nearly empty Quad … everybody was 
either in class or indoors, where it was warm. Everybody but 
for the two students I saw walking past the building. She was 
bundled up like she was getting ready to go to the North Pole. 
He, on the other hand, had on a light jacket and was 
obviously cold. They weren’t touching, but were walking 
pretty close together … clearly they knew each other fairly 
well. When they came to the intersection of two walkways, 
they stopped and chatted for a few moments, then she 
removed her scarf, slipped it around his neck, gave him a 
quick kiss on the cheek, then briskly walked off. He stood 
there, apparently quite surprised, watching her walk away 
until she was out of sight … then did a triumphant fist pump 
and victory dance. He practically skipped to the library, he 
was so happy. A few days later, I bumped into him at the 
maildesk … and complimented him on his scarf. BIG smile 
from him. Just made my whole week, right there.”  

4) ceilingkat responded, “I once saw a guy completely flail 
around trying to talk to a chick. He just approached a little 
but wussed out and didn’t even try to talk to her. And you 
could see from her body language she was open to talking. 
So this guy down the bar whispers something to the 
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bartender and the bartender hands her a drink and points to 
the guy that wussed out. She got up and went to go talk to 
him. I don’t think he realized I saw, but I really appreciated 
seeing that.”232 

“Almost 6 Years Someone Gave Me $20” 

On 9 January 2014, Redditor Very_legitimate posted this 
account of a good deed: “Figured I’d post this since I was in 
the sub [r/Randomactsofkindness] anyway. Sorta weird 
because it was almost 6 years ago, but I never mentioned it 
to anyone and still wonder about it. 5 1/2 years ago I moved 
to KY to live in a town with my best friend and was working 
at this grocery store. I didn’t really know anyone in town but 
my friend and a few of his friends, but we were all 18 and 
broke as sh[*]t, so I don’t think it was them. Plus most 
people didn’t even know where I worked at this point. I was 
struggling, though. I had moved out at 18 with no planning 
whatsoever. So lunch break was me just chilling out in the 
back room and maybe drinking a soda. But this one day, I go 
to tell my manager I’m clocking out for lunch and she says 
something like ‘alright, but by the way someone dropped this 
off for you earlier’ and she hands me an envelope. All it had 
in it was $20. No note or anything that could give me an idea 
who it was. I still think about it and wonder who the f[**]k 
could’ve possibly knew me well enough or cared enough to 
give me money like that. I spent $5 on a bit of weed, $7.50 
in gas, and spent the rest on lunch that week just because 
that’s what I think the money was meant for (I remember not 
buying cigs because it would’ve felt wrong haha). I probably 
didn’t spend it ‘right’, as far as how whoever gave it to me 
intended, since I got herb with it. But I had a lot of fun with 
that $20. Kinda hate the fact that I’m never going to know 

 
232 Source: iamwastedbutimready, “What’s the best thing you’ve seen 
someone do when they thought no one was watching?” Reddit. 4 
October 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/nmv6aee>. 
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who gave me that money. I’ve ran over it in my head for 
years now and there really isn’t ANYBODY who was in 
town who cared about me that would’ve had the money to 
give away. As far as I know, anyway, but I guess someone 
cared more than I knew, and thanks to whoever that was. 
Doubt they read reddit, let alone read this small sub, or could 
even put the pieces together from my description. But I still 
think about that $20.” By the way, Redditor 
womanhealthyself commented, “My bet is on the 
manager.”233 

234. “What is the Kindest Thing a Complete Stranger 
has Done For You?” 

In October 2013, throwaway_2222 asked on Reddit, “What 
is the kindest thing a complete stranger has done for you?” 
As usual, Redditors had some heartwarming answers:  

1) smpb responded, “I used to work the morning shift at a 
really busy gas station in a small town. I had a back tooth 
that was starting to go bad, and one day I woke up in horrible 
pain. With no insurance and no savings, I took a bunch of 
ibuprofen and went to work, hoping to just tough it out until 
I could figure out what I was going to do about it. It turns out 
that the tooth had decayed and gotten infected and a big 
chunk had broken off in the night. My jaw began to swell, 
and by 7am or so, my face was a swollen mess, and I was 
fighting back tears of pain. At the gas station, we had a group 
of old guys who would come in every morning and b.s. over 
coffee. So one of these guys got his coffee, came over to pay, 
and I waved him off, like I always did with the regulars. It 
wasn’t policy, but the old guys really liked it, and giving 
away free coffee now and then wasn’t a big deal. So he asks 
me what’s wrong, and I tell him about my tooth, and I guess 

 
233 Source: Very_legitimate, “Almost 6 years someone gave me $20.” 
Reddit. 9 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/obz5utv>. 
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a combination of pain and feeling sorry for myself, I started 
crying, and had to go in the back. Well, he followed me back 
there, and put his arm around me and said something along 
the lines of well, sh[*]t, we can fix that up, no problem. 
Turns out he was a dentist. He ended up talking to my boss 
so I could leave work and taking me to his office, where he 
did a pulpectomy and then basically rebuilt my tooth. In the 
end, he ended up charging me 70 dollars for the whole thing, 
and he said that the only reason he was charging me anything 
was because he had to pay his hygienist who helped him with 
the procedure. With no insurance, this kind of thing would 
have cost thousands of dollars. Definitely the most amazing 
thing anyone has ever done for me.”  

2) akambe responded, “Many years ago, when I was first 
married, we had very little money and were living paycheck 
to paycheck. You know how it is — stretching that last few 
bucks for a week or longer, just trying to scrape by until 
payday. My wife was pregnant with our first, and I was 
working a part-time job. I went to the store a few days before 
payday to get only what we absolutely needed. Some bread. 
Some dishwashing soap. I think a jar of mayo. In all, about 
$10 worth of stuff. At checkout, I swiped my debit card, 
hoping it would clear (I didn’t know my balance). The 
cashier deadpanned, ‘Declined. Try again.’ I asked her to put 
an item back, then I swiped with the new total as a line 
formed behind me. The cashier, now perturbed, ‘Declined 
again.’ Please take this other thing out, cashier. Swiped 
again. Declined again. I felt the eyes of the shopper queue 
on me, the pressure of the cashier’s impatience, the shame of 
not being able to afford basic groceries, the shame of 
everyone in line having a pretty good idea of my pathetic 
bank balance. I hung my head when I swiped that last time, 
yet was still ashamed when the card was approved for buying 
that loaf of bread. I took my receipt and slunk out to my car, 
wanting to disappear, feeling absolutely humiliated. Almost 
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to the car, I heard the voice of a little girl behind me, the girl 
who was standing with her mother right behind me in line. 
‘Mister! Mister!’ I turned around, and she reached out to 
hand me a plastic grocery bag. It was full of each item I had 
the cashier put back. ‘It’s okay — we bought this for you.’ 
Surprised — no, shocked — and humbled, I mumbled a 
‘thank you,’ walked to my car, put my head on the steering 
wheel and sobbed my eyes out. With shame, with gratitude, 
with the absurdity of my situation, with disappointment in 
myself as the ‘breadwinner’ yet not being able to take care 
of basic obligations. It’s been about 20 years, but that 
memory is still vivid, and I’m still grateful to that little girl 
and her mom, and I still cry when I think of how such a small 
act can mean so much for a person in need. Since then, I’ve 
helped people whenever we could afford it (yes, even in 
grocery lines), and I remind myself that sometimes angels 
have bodies of flesh and bone.”  

3) pic- responded, “When I was in Vietnam, I was trying to 
cross a street. People are driving like crazy there, don’t stop 
even if it’s a red light. A Vietnamese girl saw this and came 
up to me, grabbed my hand and helped me to cross the street 
safely. Such a small thing, but it was so genuine and sweet. 
I’ll never forget it.”  

4) OverWilliam responded, “Two complete strangers saved 
my life. Donate blood, you guys.”234 

235. Good People Live in and Around Cincinnati, Ohio 

Here is some evidence:  

 
234 Source: throwaway_2222, “What is the kindest thing a complete 
stranger has done for you?” Reddit. 4 October 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/psmeda8>. 
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1) On 20 December 2013, this letter to the editor by Rex and 
Sue Kern of Colerain Township, Ohio, was published on 
Cincinnati.com:  

“Our daughter Sarah was on her way home from her Cross 
Fit morning workout (12-19-13) and was driving down 
Montgomery Road. She saw a young boy, about 13, running 
down the street crying and trying to flag down the bus he had 
just missed. She pulled over to ask the young boy if he would 
like a ride. She told him her name and said that she would 
take him to his destination. He hesitated but saw that Sarah 
was sincere and got into the car. The young boy told her that 
he woke up five minutes late, his parents [had] already gone 
to work and [he] knew he had to hurry to catch the bus. He 
also told her that he had a Latin exam and that he was going 
to celebrate Christmas at his school with his friends at 
Walnut Hills High School. 

“Long story short, Sarah got him to school on time and the 
young boy could not thank her enough. She drove off feeling 
very relieved knowing he would be able to take his exam and 
celebrate with his friends. 

“It’s times like this, with all the negativity around us on a 
daily basis, that someone takes the time to help someone. We 
are so proud of her.” 

2) On 12 December 2013, this letter to the editor by Ila 
Newport of North Bend, Ohio, was published on 
Cincinnati.com:  

“On Friday, Dec. 6, I had a spin-out on Bridgetown Road at 
the beginning of the sleet storm. I was halfway on the road 
and halfway in a ditch. Three separate men came to my 
assistance, one of whom even had a tow in his truck. I hope 
they see this letter of gratitude.” 
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3) On 17 December 2012, this letter to the editor by Linda 
Smith, Parish Secretary of St. Savior Church, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, was published on Cincinnati.com: 

“On Friday, December 14, one of our parishioners on his 
way to visit the Parish Office tripped getting out of his car 
and took a very hard fall onto the sidewalk. A young couple 
driving by witnessed it, stopped the car and helped the 
gentlemen up and escorted him into our office. They made 
sure he was okay before leaving. In all of the commotion, I 
failed to get their names. I’d like to say thank you to these 
two angels who stopped to help a total stranger!”235 

236. “An Example of the Right Thing to Do” 

In October 2013, Redditor BabiesOnQuack posted on Imgur 
a photograph that he or she captioned “An example of the 
right thing to do.” The photograph showed a $5 bill enclosed 
in a letter dated 15 October 2012 and addressed to Tessa, a 
server at Cody’s Original Roadhouse. The body of the letter 
stated, “Dear Tessa, On September 19, you waited on me. I 
signed credit card receipt with a tip for $2.50, then 
accidentally stuffed both the restaurant’s receipt and the 
customer copy into my pocket and walked away. As I was 
reconciling my credit card statement, I discovered that my 
card was charged for my meal, but not for your tip. I 
apologize. Enclosed please find $5.00. Thank you for your 
service. Sincerely, […].”236 

 
235 Source: Rex and Sue Kern, “Tale time to help out others.” Letter to 
the Editor. Cincinnati.com. 20 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/lqbxfet>. Also: Ila Newport, “During sleet storm, 
men helped driver out of ditch.” Letter to the Editor. Cincinnati.com. 
12 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/kj6yw6w>. Also: Linda Smith, 
“Parish thanks good Samaritans.” Letter to the Editor. Cincinnati.com. 
17 December 2012 <http://tinyurl.com/mheb7ol>. 
236 Source: BabiesOnQuack, “An example of the right thing to do.” 
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237. “She Needed Me” 

In October 2013, Redditor asked, “What is the most 
philosophical thing that you have ever heard a child under 
the age of 5 say?”  

Here are two replies: 

1) Kellianne wrote, “I taught Kindergarten and we had a 
pinata for Halloween treats. After breaking it open and 
scrambling for treats, the kids all sat around sorting through 
their candies, stickers, etc. I saw one of the boys sitting with 
one of the shyest children I’ve ever had in class. He was 
comparing their bags. Not to interrupt I casually wandered 
by to find he was making sure she had enough stuff and at 
least one of everything. This meant giving her some of his 
treats too. I said nothing at the time. Later I quietly told 
‘Neil’ that I saw him being kind to ‘Lisa’ and I was proud of 
him. His simple but profound statement: ‘She needed me.’”  

2) Professor Gigs wrote, “During one of my me-times, I was 
taking pictures of the animals in the zoo. I decided to take a 
break and relax on a bench. Another family is seated on the 
bench across from mine, including a young boy and his 2-3 
year old sister. I live in a very bilingual area 
(English/Spanish) and the sister all of a sudden starts crying, 
saying ‘Estoy cansada!’ (I’m tired). The mom gives a look 
of ‘Oh boy, here we go again …’ but then, the brother 
intervenes and says in Spanish, ‘Don’t worry, Lucila, life’s 
all about feeling tired, then feeling happy, then feeling tired, 
then feeling happy, then feeling tired, then feeling happy!’ 
Then he gives the kid his granola bar to cheer her up.”237 

 
Imgur. 23 October 2013 <http://i.imgur.com/kCzSg.jpg>. 
237 Source: keeril, “What is the most philosophical thing that you have 
ever heard a child under the age of 5 say?” AskReddit. 21 October 
2013 
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238. “Awesome Wives are Worth Their Weight in Chili-
Flavored Jerky” 

On 10 January 2014, Redditor Ace_astra posted a couple of 
photographs of the contents of a care package and a notecard 
that his wife dropped off at his office after he had had a hard 
week at work. The note said, “Dear [name redacted], I know 
you haven’t been very happy lately and I wanted to give you 
a reason a smile. I love you, [name redacted] XOX.” The 
care package contained things that Ace_astra likes, such as 
a package of Jim’s chili jerky and a $25 card for the game 
League of Legends. It also contained a smiley face, and the 
notecard was decorated with a drawing of a guitar — 
Ace_astra plays guitar. Ace_astra wrote, “My wife’s pretty 
awesome,” and they celebrated their first anniversary in 
December of 2013. Also, they live in Australia. By the way, 
the kind of work problems that Ace_astra has are going on 
in the United States, too — and no doubt in many other 
countries. He wrote, “I’m kinda the fall back guy for all the 
crap that no one knows how to do or doesn’t want to do. 
There’s a lack of gratitude from the company to employees 
and it’s been rampant for a year or more. I’ve seen my office 
drop by 80% in staff numbers due to cut backs/resignations 
and a lot of [it] is due to upper management’s short 
shortsightedness.” He added, “I relish the thought of just 
handing my notice in and taking my knowledge with me. 
There’s a couple systems and tools that only me and my one 
colleague know anything about which is scary for a large 
national company. The sad part is it used to be a great work 
place under the old-line manager who was a legend. He 
eventually got bullied out by an exec who didn’t like his 
‘cuddly’ management style. Everyone new presumes they 
know everything and make a mess instead. It wouldn’t be so 

 
<http://www.reddit.com/r/AskReddit/comments/1ov84m/what_is_the_
most_philosophical_thing_that_you/>. 
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bad if they acknowledged the crap they put me through and 
the times I’ve bailed them out without compensation. But 
meh, all the stuff I do goes on my resume.” Redditor Vomix 
commented, “My wife’s job situation is similar — they keep 
cutting staff, handing those jobs to her to do, and without 
raising her pay or anything. Her major consolation is that 
when she finally leaves, they’re gonna have a hell of a time 
replacing her with any fewer than 3 people. The ensuring 
chaos will be a fitting revenge. Keep your head up, do what 
you gotta do to stay sane, and give your awesome wife a big 
hug. Awesome wives are worth their weight in chili-flavored 
jerky.”238 

239. “What’s a Good Deed that You Do, or Have Done, 
That You Hope the Recipient Never Finds Out About?” 

On 24 January 2014, Redditor findimpossible asked, 
“What’s a good deed that you do, or have done, that you 
hope the recipient never finds out about?” Here are some 
answers by other Redditors: 

1) Hue–Jakock wrote, “I don’t know if this counts as a good 
deed or not. But, every time I go to the mall or to a store that 
has those little kid rides. Usually it’s a rocket ship or a horse 
or something. Those ones that rock back and forth for like 
30 seconds. I always leave a quarter (or however much it 
costs) on the machines for a little kid to find so they can ride 
it. When I was little, my mom never let me get on them, all 

 
238 Source: Ace_astra, “Had a sh*t and depressing week at work, all I 
want is to quit. My wife visited me briefly to give me this bag of gifts. I 
opened it at my desk and cried.” Imgur. 10 January 2014 
<http://imgur.com/a/QoN8G>. Also: Ace_astra, “Had a sh*t and 
depressing week at work, all I want is to quit. My wife visited me 
briefly to give me this bag of gifts. I opened it at my desk and cried.” 
Reddit. 10 January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/n3v9bu9>. 
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I wanted was to ride them. So I like to give other kids a 
chance.” 

2) ceillingkat wrote, “I said my uncle and his friends 
couldn’t make the game and were giving away their extra 
tickets when really I paid for all my friends when I knew 
they couldn’t afford to go. 

“I knew they wanted to go and it sucks when you know you 
can make it happen but they’d feel like they’re taking 
advantage of you. I didn’t want them to feel like they owed 
me anything. Their company was enough. I damn sure 
wasn’t gonna go by myself.” 

3) Connetik wrote, “One of the seniors that was a good 
friend of mine couldn’t go to our Disneyland trip that I really 
wanted to go with, but didn’t have enough money to go. And 
since I’m in a privileged position, I tell my mom, and she 
gives me the money. I go to the office, before the class we 
were in together (an all senior class), and told them I want to 
pay for my friend anonymously. He then gets told by one of 
the office aides that he is needed in the finance office about 
10 mins later …when he gets back, with pure joy he says, 
‘Guess who’s going to Disneyland?!’ And then everyone 
gets happy and starts cheering because he would have been 
the only senior to not go. I then have one of the best nights 
of my life, a month later, with my friend, and seeing him 
happy was a great feeling.” 

4) ebayofpigs wrote, “I had a friend who had to fill some 
community service hours. She volunteered at an old folks’ 
home, reading to them and helping with letters, etc. 

“She used to play chess with this one old guy — he must’ve 
been 90 and was frail as hell but still sharp as a tack. 

“Anyway, one week my friend couldn’t make it, but asked if 
I would go see the old guy. So I did, and we played some 
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chess but I was terrible at it. Anyway, this guy had some 
great stories and I enjoyed the afternoon. 

“Now, Reddit, you have to take my word on this. Randomly, 
this old guy tells me that I’m a beautiful girl. I say thanks. 
Then he asks to see my boobs. And that his favorite thing is 
playing chess and talking with beautiful girls, but that he 
really just wants to see some boobs. 

“So, I show the guy my boobs. He is delighted. 

“I came back for 2 months, we would chat, play chess, and I 
would show him my boobs. 

“When he died (suddenly, I found out when I showed up to 
play chess, sadly), his family contacted me and invited me 
to the funeral. I actually stayed at his daughters’ house after 
the funeral (his family lived 5 hours away). His family 
members kept thanking me for spending time with him. I 
mean … all I did was be bad at chess and show their father 
my 18-year-old boobs. 

“At the same time, I like to think I made an old guy happy. I 
like to know that I eased the pain of growing old alone.”239 

240. “Today We Got This in the Mail from the Vet” 

On 17 October 2013, Redditor noahdbl posted a photo on 
Imgur with the caption, “This week we had to put our dog 
down. Today we got this in the mail from the vet. It was 
totally unexpected.” The photo showed a sympathy card 
with a handwritten note from the veterinarian and a plaster 
cast of the dog’s paw. The handwritten note stated, “Dear 
[…] and family, Please accept my heartfelt sympathy for 
your family’s recent loss of Abigail. She was a great dog, 

 
239 Source: findimpossible, “What’s a good deed that you do, or have 
done, that you hope the recipient never finds out about?” Reddit. 24 
January 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/lednpa2>. 



 265 

and I certainly enjoyed having her as a patient the last few 
years. I know she is dearly missed in your home, and I hope 
the enclosed paw print is a welcomed memory. Please know 
that we are thinking of your family.” In the comments on 
Reddit, noahdbl wrote, “We know the vets personally and 
they’ve cried alongside us both times we’ve had to put dogs 
down. They’re great people.” And in another comment on 
Reddit, noahdbl wrote that the plaster cast of the dog print 
“has her name and the year on the back. It was really great, 
especially because we had no idea they were going to do 
this.”240 

241. “Remember to Live Each Moment Just like Your 
Dog: with Unconditional Love, Loyalty, and Happiness” 

On 16 December 2013, Redditor jerrrrryyyyy posted a 
photograph on Imgur that showed a tub of tennis balls and a 
sign that included a photograph of a dog and these words: 
“In loving memory of Phoebe. Please help yourself to a 
tennis ball for your dog to enjoy. You may wish to pop it 
back in the box afterwards for another pooch to enjoy. 
Remember to live each moment just like your dog: with 
unconditional love, loyalty, and happiness.” On Imgur, 
MsKatieMarie commented, “LA LA LA LA. I CAN’T 
HEAR YOU. MY DOG IS NEVER DYING. LA LA LA 
LA.” Miyavisdreads commented on Imgur, “I carry my 
dog’s tennis ball in my purse since he passed 5 years ago. 
My feels just exploded.” On Reddit, mossdale commented, 
“At a running trail where I used to live, there was a nice 
metal water bowl by a fountain that was inscribed in memory 

 
240 Source: noahdbl, “This week we had to put our dog down. Today we 
got this in the mail from the vet. It was totally unexpected.” Imgur. 17 
October 2013 <http://i.imgur.com/xya7aPC.jpg>. Also: noahdbl, “This 
week we had to put our dog down. Today we got this in the mail from 
the vet. It was totally unexpected.” Reddit. 17 October 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/lgz7bxr>. 
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to ‘my best running partner.’” Macbrantis replied, “There is 
a nice metal water bowl in my eyes which is welling up to 
its brim.”241 

242. Good Samaritans at Airports 

On 20 December 2013, Redditor Saidnil posted on Imgur a 
Good Guy Greg Meme that stated, “OVERHEARS YOUNG 
LADY AT THE AIRPORT PHONING HER MOM THAT 
SHE MIGHT MISS HER PLANE / ASKS EVERYONE IN 
LINE BEHIND HIM IF IT’S OK IF SHE CUTS [IN 
FRONT OF] HIM IN THE SECURITY LINE, LETS HER 
IN FRONT OF HIM.” The caption for the meme stated, “A 
few people in front of him let her go ahead as well.” Redditor 
Misplaced_Texan commented, “This happened to me once. 
I just found out my dad was in a deadly accident, and was 
rushing home. While [I was] on my way to the airport, my 
girlfriend booked a ticket. When I arrived at the airport, it 
was too close to the flight leaving to check in, but I was able 
to get booked on the next flight after that. The very helpful 
lady at the desk told me to hurry, and if I could make it, I 
might be able to get on standby and make the flight. When I 
asked some people if I could cut, they saw the tears in my 
eyes, and asked what was wrong. After I told them about the 
accident and I was trying to get home to see my Dad for the 
last time, everybody in line moved, and told me to go ahead. 
Because of that, I was able to make the original flight.”242 

 
241 Source: jerrrrryyyyy, “I found this at my local dog parktoday.” 
Imgur. 16 December 2013 <http://imgur.com/gallery/doFUKo7>. Also: 
jerrrrryyyyy, “I found this at my local dog parktoday.” Imgur. 16 
December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/no3vr9v>. 
242 Source: Saidnil, “A few people in front of him let her go ahead as 
well.” Imgur. 20 December 2013 <http://imgur.com/gallery/Eo5e3op>. 
Also: Saidnil, “A few people in front of him let her go ahead as well.” 
Reddit. 20 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/qbhoxv7>. 
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243. My Love for You is Eternal 

Sue Johnston, age 68, of Houston, Texas, wrote this short 
note titled “Special Delivery: Love never ends”: “My sweet 
husband, John, and I were married for 46 years. Each 
Valentine’s Day, he’d send me the most beautiful flowers 
containing a note with five simple words: ‘My love for you 
grows.’ Four children, 46 bouquets and a lifetime of love 
were his legacy to me when he passed away two years ago. 

“On my first Valentine’s Day alone, 10 months after I lost 
him, I was shocked to receive a gorgeous bouquet addressed 
to me … from John. Angry and heartbroken, I called the 
florist to say there had been a mistake. The florist replied, 
‘No, ma’am, it’s not a mistake. Before he passed away, your 
husband prepaid for many years and asked us to guarantee 
that you’d continue getting bouquets every Valentine’s 
Day.’ With my heart in my throat, I hung up the phone and 
read the attached card. It said, ‘My love for you is eternal.’”  

Imgurian DangerZoneh commented, “I’m not crying … 
There’s … Uh … Just a spec of dust in my eye. I must stroke 
my beard to feel manly again!” And Imgurian solkahn 
commented, “This guy has more game dead than I do 
alive.”243 

244. Helping a Confused, Frightened Soul 

As of 2013, Jenn Park-Mustacchio of New Jersey had been 
an embalmer for 14 years and has seen and worked on many 
human corpses. One of her most unsettling experiences came 
when she went into a room at 3 a.m. in order to do an 
embalming and heard a whisper that was coming from a 
covered stretcher on which a person was lying — the person 

 
243 Source: Anonymous, “I’m a grown ass man, and this hit me pretty 
hard ….” Imgur. 15 August 2013 
<http://imgur.com/gallery/OgOKx4z>. 
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she had been preparing to embalm. She tells the story: “I 
approached with caution expecting the person inside could 
be alive. However, upon unzipping the cover, I found a tape 
recorder (that I later found out was playing a Buddhist 
chant). The next day the family explained that, ideally, a 
monk would be at the place of death to chant when the soul 
exits the body. Chanting calms the soul, which the Buddhists 
believe is in a state of confusion and fright after exiting the 
body. The soul of the deceased must be put at ease with food 
and chant throughout the difficult time of transition. This 
particular experience was both enlightening and 
frightening!”244 

245. “No One Knows About the Ones in the Back, And 
They Shouldn’t be Left Out” 

In late 2013, Kaitlyn Curreri, a freshman at Dean College, 
and Nick Battersby, a senior at Foxboro High School, 
decided to do a good deed in a graveyard in Foxboro, 
Massachusetts. They became aware that many graves at the 
former Foxboro State Hospital graveyard were not well 
maintained, so they raked leaves, planted flowers, and 
placed small pumpkins on many graves. Ms. Curreri said 
about the graveyard, “It was sad. And many of the 
headstones are crumbling.” Their good deed, which they 
wrote about on Facebook, apparently inspired someone else 
to go the cemetery and do some more landscaping, including 
making a stone centerpiece. Ms. Curreri said, “It was so 
nice.” The graves near the road were well maintained, but 
the graves the Good Samaritans worked on were out of sight 
of the road — they were about 500 to 600 feet down a narrow 
dirt path that led into the woods. Ms. Curreri said, “No one 

 
244 Source: Jenn Park-Mustacchio, “I’ve been an embalmer for 14 years 
and see my share of bodies. Any questions?” Guardian. 24 October 
2013 <http://tinyurl.com/qd33ot2>. 
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knows about the ones in the back, and they shouldn’t be left 
out.”245 

246. “My Life is Over, Here is Some Help Starting 
Yours” 

In December 2013, Redditor MonsterInTheGarage posted an 
image on Imgur that was titled “My uncle passed away 
recently from cancer. I never expected this incredible gift: 
‘My life is over, here is some help starting yours.’” The 
image showed a communication from SallieMae that began, 
“Congratulations on paying off your student loan(s)!” 
Redditor lillyOfTheValley commented, “That is so 
awesome. Sorry for your loss, but happy that you got a bit 
more financial freedom.”246 

247. “I am Absolutely Overwhelmed by Your Kindness 
and Generosity in Response to My Plea for Someone to 
Visit My Father’s Grave” 

In November 2013, Jessie Kuehl, who lives in Kingston, 
Ontario, Canada, wanted to visit her father’s grave in 
Elmwood Cemetery in Moncton, New Brunswick, Canada, 
but she could not get the money to go. Her father, Frederick 
Kinsilla, had died on 5 November 1973. Therefore, she 
placed an ad on Kijiji, a Canadian classifieds website, and 
requested that people visit her father’s grave. Dozens of 

 
245 Source: Bill Stedman, “Remembering Lost Souls.” The Foxboro 
Reporter (Foxboro, Massachusetts). 7 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/qgww8h9>. 
246 Source: MonsterInTheGarage, “My uncle passed away recently 
from cancer. I never expected this incredible gift: ‘My life is over, here 
is some help starting yours.’” Imgur. 10 December 2013 
<http://imgur.com/FgfkRPd>. Also: MonsterInTheGarage, “My uncle 
passed away recently from cancer. I never expected this incredible gift: 
‘My life is over, here is some help starting yours.’” Reddit. 10 
December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/ozlc9r5>. 
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people responded; some placed flowers on her father’s 
grave. Ms. Kuehl said, “I was only 13 when my dad passed 
away. The anniversary made me feel bad because I’m the 
age now he was when he died. I just felt so awful. It had been 
so long since anybody had been to visit him and I thought, 
‘Maybe I can find one person.’” Jon Fagan, age 18, was one 
of the many people who visited her father’s grave. He said, 
“There’s no reason why I shouldn’t just reply to this person’s 
ad and do this for them.” Ms. Kuehl said, “Oh, it makes me 
feel wonderful. I cried at some of the emails I got. How many 
people were out there? Busy people, like new mommy Amy 
mailed me and she’s a new mom. And here she is taking the 
time to make the trek to a cemetery to visit a complete 
stranger. How wonderful is that?” She added, “Thank you 
again to Moncton. What a wonderful city.” On 13 November 
2013, she took out another ad on Kijiji to say, “I am 
absolutely overwhelmed by your kindness and generosity in 
response to my plea for someone to visit my father’s grave. 
What a wonderful bunch of people you are! Thank you all 
from the bottom of my heart.”247 

248. “You have Come in Numbers Surpassing Anything 
that was Expected. You Come Not Because You Knew 
Him, But Because Each of Us are Part of Each Other. We 
Have a Common Humanity” 

On 25 October 2013, Harold Jellicoe Percival, age 99, died 
in Alistre Lodge Nursing and Care Home in Lytham St. 
Annes, Lancashire, England. He had served in World War II 
in the Royal Air Force, and because he had never married or 
had children and had outlived all the close members of his 
family and so had no one to attend his funeral, Eddie Jacobs, 

 
247 Source: “Moncton answers Ontario woman’s plea to visit dad’s 
grave.” CBC News. 22 November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/opo929n>. 
Also: Jessie Kuehl, Kijiji ad ID 543175618. 13 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/q9q8rlv>. 
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the funeral director, placed a note in the local newspaper to 
ask veterans and service personnel to attend his funeral. 
Retired police officer Martin Cooper saw the public notice 
in his local paper. He said, “I put it on Facebook. The 
following day I realised it had gone viral. Everyone from all 
parts of the world were logging on. It went on message 
boards everywhere. I had to come today because I felt I knew 
Harold even though he was a complete stranger to me. The 
notice about his funeral begging people to come along was 
so sad I thought [if I] put it on the internet [then] people 
might turn up.” On 11 November (Armistice Day in the 
United Kingdom and Veterans Day in the United States), 
hundreds of people attended Mr. Percival’s funeral at a 
crematorium in Lytham St. Annes. During the service, the 
Reverend Alan Clark said, “It seemed Harold Jellicoe 
Percival’s funeral would be sparsely attended, if indeed 
anyone would attend. But you have come in numbers 
surpassing anything that was expected. You come not 
because you knew him, but because each of us are part of 
each other. We have a common humanity.” Mr. Percival was 
a member of the ground team who worked with the 
Dambusters squadron No. 617, which in May 1943 made 
raids that destroyed strategically important German dams. 
Eddie Jacobs, the funeral director, said, “It shows people do 
care. This was a 99-year-old man with only a couple of very 
distant relatives who as a war hero was going to his last 
resting place alone. The British people responded like only 
the British can.” Some American Air Force personnel also 
attended the service, traveling from their base in Oxford to 
do so. A relative, Andre Collyer-Worsell, who attended the 
funeral, said, “It just shows how great the British public are. 
He was not a hero, he was just someone who did his duty in 
World War Two, just as his brother and sister did and his 
father before him in World War One. We were expecting a 
few people, a few local veterans but suddenly it snowballed. 
It’s the sort of send-off you would want to give any loved 
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one. It’s very emotional.” Phil Burton, a veteran who arrived 
by motorbike to attend the funeral, said, “If you’d asked him, 
he'd probably not have wanted this. Nobody wants a fuss 
when they go. But if he's looking down now, seeing all these 
people, he'll be thinking: ‘The family’s come for me.’”248 

249. Scattering CJ 

In 2010, when he was 20 years old, C.J. Twomey committed 
suicide. His mother, Hallie Twomey, who lives in Auburn, 
Maine, suffered and suffers. She posted a plea on Facebook 
for people to scatter her son’s ashes around the world 
because C.J. had loved adventure. She wanted her Facebook 
friends to help C.J. “see the mountains that he never got to 
climb, see the vast oceans that he would have loved, see 
tropical beaches and lands far and away.” Now, many of his 
ashes have been scattered around the world: India, Jamaica, 
the Grand Canyon, the Caribbean, Australia, Morocco, 
Japan, Fenway Park in Boston, Massachusetts (home of the 
Red Sox, his favorite team), and many more. His ashes are a 
part of the world now. Her Facebook page titled “Scattering 
CJ” went up on 11 November 2013 and by 24 December 
2013, she had mailed over 150 packets, each containing a 
small portion of ashes, around the world and spent almost 
$600 on postage. Many more people have asked to help 

 
248 Source: Sara Gates, “Harold Jellicoe Percival, WWII Veteran, Dies 
With No One To Attend Funeral … Until Internet Steps In.” 
Huffington Post. 11 November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/pnaz3ys>. 
Also: Rob Williams, “Harold Percival funeral: Over two hundred 
strangers attend service for veteran after appeal in local newspaper goes 
viral.” Independent (UK). 11 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/k79658d>. Also: Steve White, “Harold Jellicoe 
Percival: Hundreds at ‘forgotten’ World War II hero’s funeral on 
Armistice Day.” The Mirror (UK). 11 November 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/oywsbeu>. Also: Helen Pidd, “War veteran Harold 
Percival mourned by strangers after online appeal.” Guardian. 11 
November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/mlnkjm5>. 
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scatter C.J.’s ashes. She said, “Quite frankly, I spent the first 
two weeks [after starting the Facebook page] doing nothing 
but crying. I just wasn’t prepared for what people were 
sharing and how somebody who has absolutely no 
connection to me could be affected.” Many of the people 
who have scattered C.J.’s ashes have outlived their own 
children. Ms. Twomey also sends a note and a small 
photograph of a smiling C.J. wearing a Boston Red Sox T-
shirt. The note tells about the people C.J. helped through 
donating his organs. C.J.’s corneas, a lung, heart, kidneys, 
and liver have given other people a chance at leading a 
healthy life. The note also asks the recipient to think about 
her son and in their thoughts to remind him that “Mom and 
Dad love him, and that Mom is sorry.” Ms. Twomey said, 
“C.J. and I fought terribly literally two seconds before he put 
a gun to his head and my last words to him were not nice. I 
didn’t tell him I loved him. I didn’t hug him.” He left their 
home, got into his car, and killed himself. She said, “I’m so 
touched [by all the people scattering her son’s ashes]. I’ve 
lost all faith in pretty much anything since C.J. died. I don’t 
pray anymore. I’m just not spiritual. I think this was such an 
effort for me to put my faith — not to be dramatic — in 
mankind. That’s been wonderful.” She added, “My biggest 
fear was that C.J. would be forgotten and every time 
somebody writes a comment [on Facebook] or offers to take 
him on this journey, he’s being thought of. That’s so 
powerful.” She remembers her son’s smile: “He never met a 
mirror he didn’t like.”249 

 
249 Source: Ray Sanchez, “Social media helps Maine mother scatter her 
son’s ashes worldwide.” CNN. 24 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/lug9xnh>. Also: “Scattering CJ.” Facebook. 
Accessed 25 December 2013 
<https://www.facebook.com/scatteringcj>. Also: Daniel Hartill, 
“Auburn mother urges organ donation in wake of son’s death.” 
Lewiston Sun Journal (Maine) and Bangor Daily News (Maine). 16 



 274 

250. “Dearest Bella, Mawmaw is Always With You. Just 
Close Your Eyes and You Will See Her. Love, Your 
Guardian Angel” 

In August 2012, Minnie Sue Watts, the great-grandmother 
of eight-year-old Bella Hosford, of Chapel Hill, Tennessee, 
died. In December 2013, Bella said, “I really do miss her, 
because she was my favoritest grandmother ever.” She 
added, “The last day I got to see her, it was a really special 
day to me, because I knew that she was going to go to 
Heaven. Whenever I hugged her, the last thing she ever said 
to me was, ‘I love you, Bella.’” A year later, Bella wrote a 
note, tied it to a balloon, and released it. The note said, “Tell 
Mawmaw I love her.” Months later, on 16 December 2013, 
Bell received a package in the mail. It contained the gift of a 
locket and Bella’s note, on the back of which was written, 
“Dearest Bella, Mawmaw is always with you. Just close your 
eyes and you will see her. Love, your guardian angel.” 
Bella’s mother, Tricia Hosford, said, “We stood at the end 
of the driveway for probably five, 10 minutes, just crying 
and embracing and just absorbing the moment.” She added, 
“It was a very selfless act, especially at this time of the year, 
that is worth volumes.” Bella said, “If I knew who that 
person was, I would walk up to them and hug them on their 
neck and tell them thank you.”250 

  

 
April 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/l9jkyht>. 
250 Source: Josh DeVine, “Little girl’s note sent to late grandma gets a 
surprise response.” WSMV (Nashville, Tennessee). 19 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/lmuujm4>. 
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BONUS GOOD DEED 

251. “Happy Holidays from Beyoncé” 

On 20 December 2013, singer Beyoncé Knowles, age 32, 
visited a Walmart in Tewksbury, Massachusetts, where she 
gave everyone a $50 Walmart gift card. Beyoncé gave away 
750 cards — that’s $37,500 worth of gift cards! Each gift 
card was enclosed in an envelope marked “Happy Holidays 
from Beyoncé.” At Walmart, she purchased a copy of her 
own latest release, Beyoncé, and some toys for her 23-
month-old daughter: Blue Ivy. Beyoncé is married to Jay-Z. 
Walmart spokeswoman Sarah McKinney said, “It was 
amazing, quite a scene. Everybody was so excited when she 
came in, and it’s so great what she did for our customers right 
before Christmas.” She added, “We were all surprised that 
she stopped by, but it was great. We’re really glad she 
dropped in before her concert in Boston. It was a treat.” 
Phoebe Chase, a customer who received a gift card, took a 
photograph of Beyoncé in Walmart and posted it on Twitter. 
Ms. Chase wrote this caption for the photograph: “So I 
decided to stop at a Walmart in suburban Massachusetts. 
Who knew I’d run into Beyoncé?” At Walmart, Beyoncé 
held a little girl and said to her, “Hi, beautiful.” 

Source: “Beyonce at Tewksbury Walmart.” YouTube. Lowell Sun. 21 
December 2013 < https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5U7crIA2CI >. 

For Further Information: “Beyonce Surprises Fans at Walmart, Buys 
Her Album Inside Store: See the Pictures.” US Weekly. 20 December 
2013 

http://www.usmagazine.com/entertainment/news/beyonce-surprises-
walmart-fans-album-store-see-pictures-20132012 

For Further Information: Rick Sobey, “Beyoncé? In Tewksbury? 
OMG! (VIDEO) .” Lowell Sun (Massachusetts). 21 December 2013 

http://www.lowellsun.com/news/ci_24772168/beyonc-eacute-
tewksbury-omg?source=rss_viewed 
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For Further Information: “Beyonce at Tewksbury Walmart.” YouTube. 
21 December 2013 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5U7crIA2CI 
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APPENDIX A: FAIR USE 

This communication uses information that I have 
downloaded and adapted from the WWW. I will not make a 
dime from it. The use of this information is consistent with 
fair use: 

§ 107. Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use 

Release date: 2004-04-30 

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106A, 
the fair use of a copyrighted work, including such use by 
reproduction in copies or phonorecords or by any other 
means specified by that section, for purposes such as 
criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching (including 
multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, 
is not an infringement of copyright. In determining whether 
the use made of a work in any particular case is a fair use the 
factors to be considered shall include —  

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether 
such use is of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit 
educational purposes;  

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work;  

(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in 
relation to the copyrighted work as a whole; and  

(4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value 
of the copyrighted work.  

The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a 
finding of fair use if such finding is made upon consideration 
of all the above factors. 

Source of Fair Use information:  

<http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html>  
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I assume these things: 

Everyone wants Good Samaritans to get credit for their good 
deeds, and this book about Good Samaritans is a good way 
to do that. 

People who post on Imgur and Reddit or write letters to the 
editors want to share their information with the world. 

Credit must be given where credit is due. I definitely try to 
do this. 

I must not make money from this book.  

Light editing is OK for Imgur posts, Reddit posts, and letters 
to the editor. I see nothing wrong with correcting an obvious 
misspelling. 
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APPENDIX B: ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a Master of Arts degree in English and a Master of 
Arts degree in Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 
10, The Funniest People in Dance, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, 
and William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose. 

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams.  
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APPENDIX C: SOME BOOKS BY DAVID BRUCE 

Retellings of a Classic Work of Literature 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A 
Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-Text 
and of the 1616 B-Text 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  
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Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

George Peele: Five Plays Retold in Modern English 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

George’s Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of Absalom: A 
Retelling 

George’s Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose  

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of Rhodes’ 
Argonautica 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 
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John Ford’s ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

Other Fiction 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

Children’s Biography 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

Personal Finance 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

Anecdote Collections 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

250 Music Anecdotes 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 
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Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 
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The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Discussion Guide Series 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide  

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 
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Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 
Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion 
Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

Other Downloads for Teachers & Students 

Mark Twain Anecdotes 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

How Do I Write a Resume, List of References, and Cover Letter? 

How Can I Write My Own Anecdote Books? 

How Do I Write Humor and Satire? 

Teaching Problem-Solving: A Fun Activity 

How to Teach the Autobiographical Essay Composition Project 

Composition Project: Writing an Argument Paper 

Composition Project: Writing an Autobiographical Essay 
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Composition Project: Writing an Evaluation/Review 

Composition Project: Writing A Manual 

Composition Project: Writing an On-the-Job-Writing Interview Report 

Composition Project: Writing a Famous Plagiarist Report 

Composition Project: Writing a Problem-Solving Letter 

Composition Project: Writing a Progress Report 

Composition Project: Writing a Proposal for a Long Project 

Composition Project: Writing a Resume, List of References, and Job-
Application Letter 

Composition Project: Writing a Set of Instructions 

Free Writing Handouts 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes, Volume 2 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes, Volume 3 

Writing Tips: How to Write Easier and Better 

Academic Writing 

Bruce, David. “Teaching Problem-Solving Through Scenarios.” 
Classroom Notes Plus: A Quarterly of Teaching Ideas. April 2004. 

Bruce, Bruce David, David Stewart, and H. Gene Blocker. Instructor’s 
Manual and Test Bank for Stewart and Blocker’s Fundamentals of 
Philosophy, 5th edition. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice 
Hall, 2001. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 8th edition. Upper Saddle River, New 
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2000. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 7th edition. Upper Saddle River, New 
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1998. 
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Bruce, Bruce David. Study Guide for David Stewart and H. Gene 
Blocker’s Fundamentals of Philosophy, 4th edition. Upper Saddle 
River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1996. 

Humorous Quizzes 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 21. No. 
2. Spring 2005. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Tenors.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
20. No. 4. Autumn 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Sopranos.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
20. No. 3. Summer 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
52:1. No. 252. Spring 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: More Singer Anecdotes.” The Opera 
Quarterly. Vol. 18. No. 1. Winter 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. February 
2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. November 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
51:1/2. Nos. 248-249. Spring/Summer 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. June/July 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Singer Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
16. No. 4. Autumn 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
50:1. No. 244. Spring 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Dancer Quiz.” Attitude: The Dancers’ Magazine. Vol. 
14, No. 3. Fall/Winter 1999. 

 



 

 

 

 


