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Advice 

If you stop on a highway to help someone, be careful. I have 
read many, many newspaper articles about Good Samaritans 
being hit and injured or killed by vehicles when they stop to 
help someone. Sometimes, the best thing to do is simply to 
call 911 or whatever your country’s emergency number is. 

 

I will make NO money from this book. It is royalty free 
and a labor of love. 

 

Educate Yourself 

Read Like A Wolf Eats 

Feel Free to Give This Book to Anyone Free of Charge 

Be Excellent to Each Other 

Books Then, Books Now, Books Forever 

I will make NO money from this book. It is royalty free 
and a labor of love. 
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Chapter 1: 1-50 

1. In a Hurry to be Born 

In January 2012 in New York, Rabita Sarkar, age 31, of Har-
rison, New Jersey, was commuting with her husband, Aditya 
Saurabh, on a PATH commuter train to Manhattan’s Roose-
velt Hospital because she was feeling contractions although 
her baby was not yet due. They did not make it to the hospital 
in time; she gave birth to a boy on the train. Ms. Sarkar said, 
“It’s just that this guy had other plans, and he came out ear-
lier.” On the train, her contractions came more quickly, and 
her husband looked and saw that the baby’s head was already 
coming out. After Ms. Sarkar gave birth, a little girl on the 
train offered her jacket to be used to keep the newborn warm. 
PATH officials directed the train to skip most of its stops, so 
that the couple and baby could get to the hospital quickly. 
Emergency personnel, including police officer Atiba Joseph-
Cumberbatch, met the couple and newborn and took them to 
the hospital. Officer Joseph-Cumberbatch is used to this kind 
of situation. His son did not wait to reach the hospital before 
being born—officer Joseph-Cumberbatch delivered him.1 

2. “Call Room Service and Get Something. But I’ve Got 
to Call Your Parents” 

Comedian George Burns did many good deeds during his 
lifetime. When Benny Fields died, he supported Blossom 
Seeley, Benny’s widow and vaudeville partner. Mr. Burns 
also donated $1 million cash and land to the Motion Picture 
and Television Home and Hospital in Woodland Hills, Cali-
fornia. The land cost $500,000. Another person who did 
good deeds was singer Tony Martin. When George Burns 

 
1 Source: Deepti Hajeli, “Baby on board: Woman gives birth on train to 
NYC.” Associated Press. 17 January 2012 
<http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/46023397/ns/today-
good_news/#.TxgvqphBR4c>. 
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and Gracie Allen’s adopted daughter, Sandy, decided to get 
married, she eloped and got married in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
Sandy and her new husband lacked money, and while driv-
ing around, they saw Mr. Martin’s name on a marquee. 
Sandy knew him because he had sometimes appeared on her 
parents’ radio show. They knocked on his door, and he wel-
comed them. Finding out that Sandy had eloped, he told 
them, “Call room service and get something. But I’ve got to 
call your parents.” After talking to her parents, he gave the 
newlyweds enough money to get themselves back home. (At 
first, George and Gracie were both angry at Sandy, but they 
soon accepted the marriage.)2 

3. Kansas University Spirit Squad Rescues Man 
Trapped Under Cadillac 

On 18 March 2012, the Kansas University spirit squad was 
in Little Rock, Arkansas, waiting to cheer at the women’s 
basketball NCAA Tournament game between Kansas and 
Nebraska. The squad was getting ready to board a bus that 
would take it to the game venue when members of the squad 
heard a man shouting for help. They ran over to a Cadillac 
in the parking lot. The car’s hood was popped open, and un-
derneath the car a man was pinned. He had been working on 
the car when it rolled off a support beam and pinned him 
underneath the car. Nine cheerleaders lifted the car high 
enough that the man, covered with grease and blood, could 
crawl out from underneath. His injuries were not serious. 
(By the way, Kansas defeated Nebraska, 57-49.)3 

 
2 Source: Lawrence J. Epstein, George Burns: An American Life (Jef-
ferson, NC, and London: McFarland & Company, Inc., Publishers, 
2011), p. 171. 
3 Source: “KU Spirit Squad Unlikely Heroes.” WIBW-TV (Topeka, 
Kansas). 19 March 2012 
<http://www.wibw.com/localnews/headlines/KU_Spirit_Squad_Unlike
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4. The Padres are Playing the Padres 

In the summer of 2012, more than 11,000 Little Leaguers 
around San Diego wore authentic Padres uniforms. The uni-
forms were not all the same. Some of the uniforms were 
based on the Padres’ current uniforms, while others were 
based on Padres’ uniforms of the past. Some uniforms were 
white, some were camouflage, some were brown-and-gold 
(like Dave Winfield used to wear), some were blue-and-or-
ange (like Tony Gwynn used to wear), and some were based 
on the 1948 uniforms that the Padres wore in the minor-
league Pacific Coast League. Here’s what happened. The 
San Diego Padres offered all Little League leagues within a 
20-mile radius of Petco Park the chance to get free Padres 
uniforms. The leagues could choose from 20 different Padres 
uniforms of the past and present. The kids—who play T-ball, 
baseball, and softball—keep the uniforms. Padres president 
and Chief Operating Officer Tom Garfinkel, who attended a 
Little League promotion at Petco Park, said, “We had about 
8,000 Little Leaguers doing a parade around the warning 
track before the game, and it occurred to me that almost none 
of them were wearing Padres jerseys. They had jerseys spon-
sored by local businesses, jerseys from other teams. And I 
thought, ‘Wouldn’t it be great if they were all Padres?’” 
ESPN columnist Paul Lukas wrote, “You don’t have to think 
very long to realize that this is a win-win for everyone in-
volved: The kids get sharp-looking new uniforms; their par-
ents get to reconnect with old Padres uniforms they remem-
ber from years past; the leagues can repurpose their uniform 
budgets toward other objectives (many of them have used 
the savings to improve their fields, upgrade their score-
boards, and so on); and last but not least, the Padres generate 
a huge amount of goodwill while forging an early bond with 
their next generation of customers. Even local sponsors, who 

 
ly_Heroes_143390216.html>. 
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are represented on the jerseys by sleeve patches, are pleased. 
They’re getting more exposure than ever, because a kid will 
wear his Padres jersey to school or around town a lot more 
than he’d wear, say, a Chico’s Bail Bonds jersey.” So how 
will the teams be referred to? Bruce Bourdon, a San Diego 
Little League administrator, said, “You can’t just say, ‘The 
Padres are playing the Padres.’ And we didn’t want to name 
the teams after the coaches—Bruce’s Padres against Paul’s 
Padres, or whatever. So instead we’re saying, ‘It’s 1972 
home against 1984 road.’”4 

5. A Big Moment for Dylan Sylvia 

A small gift can mean a lot—especially when your favorite 
major-league baseball player gives it to you. During warm-
ups before a July game in Fenway Park, young fan Dylan 
Sylvia was taking a photograph on his cell phone of his fa-
vorite player: Boston Red Sox pitcher Josh Beckett. Mr. 
Beckett noticed him taking the photo and walked over and 
gave him a souvenir: a baseball. Dylan was very happy, 
jumping up and down with excitement and showing the 
baseball to his father. Dylan said, “It was awesome having 
Josh Beckett come and hand me the ball.” Actually, Dylan 
was so overwhelmed by the gift that he started crying. His 
father, Shannon, said, “I was very surprised. I didn’t think 
he [Dylan] was going to act like that. I thought he would 
jump around and go crazy. I didn’t think he was going to be 
so emotional—that it meant so much to him—but it did. It 
was a good moment.”5 

 
4 Source: Paul Lukas, “Padres outfitting Little Leaguers.” ESPN. 8 
March 2012 <http://espn.go.com/espn/page2/story/_/id/7660579/san-
diego-padres-outfitting-little-leaguers-authentic-uniforms>. 
5 Source: Paul Bentley, “Another baseball good deed: Boy bursts into 
tears after hero hands him ball.” Daily Mail (UK). 29 July 2011 
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6. Mikaela Little Memorial Softball Tournament 

On 29 June 2009 in Clinton County, Ohio, Mikaela Little, 
age 11, died when a motorcycle she was riding on with her 
grandfather was involved in an accident with a car whose 
driver was charged with not stopping at a stop sign and with 
pulling out in front of the motorcycle. To keep Mikaela’s 
memory alive, her family and other people started an annual 
memorial softball tournament at Whitacre Park on Ohio 123 
in Harlan Township. About the first annual tournament, 
Kevin Stouder, Butlerville Athletic Association president, 
said in 2009, “Mikaela was a very special girl who played 
for the Butlerville Athletic Association on the 12-and-under 
softball team. She was a member of the association, the com-
munity, and of our families. While her passing is a great sad-
ness, we are working hard to keep her memory alive. We 
also want to assist her family.” He added, “Many of Mika-
ela’s friends and teammates will be present to celebrate the 
life of the young girl they know so well, who found joy and 
happiness on the softball field. Everything that goes into the 
BAA goes back to the kids of the community to give them a 
place to play, make friends and stay active. Through this an-
nual tournament, we are hoping to help area families in their 
time of loss beginning with Mikaela’s family. The BAA 
hopes to build this fund to also reward our graduating mem-
bers with scholarships in honor of Mikaela.” Many people 
are involved in holding this tournament. One such person is 
Lindsay N. Green. Ms. Green helps in the food booth, helps 
with the activities brought in for kids (a bounce house), and 
helps with the raffles. She also wrote a set of instructions on 
how to hold the annual tournament. Mikaela was 11 years 
old when she lost her life, and Ms. Green had known her 
since she was born. The Green family has a very close bond 

 
<http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2020351/Another-baseball-
good-deed-Boy-bursts-tears-hero-hands-ball.html>. 
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with the Little family. Ms. Green wrote in an email, “Mika-
ela’s death increased my desire to do better and accomplish 
something. Losing her at such a young age showed me that 
this life is special and I need to make of it what I can. It en-
couraged me to do better in my studies so I could one day 
have a rewarding education and career. It really helped to 
teach me to appreciate my life much more.”6 

7. “This Group of Girls has the Biggest Hearts of Any 
Girls I’ve Seen” 

During the 2009 football season at Red Bank Middle School 
in Red Bank, Tennessee, one of the cheerleaders was 12-
year-old Anna Frierson, who has Down syndrome. The other 
cheerleaders, all of whom welcomed Anna, do not have 
Down syndrome. Head team captain Hanna Holmes, age 13, 
said, “When we first heard that she wanted to be a cheer-
leader, we were so excited. She came to our first practice, 
and she was so sweet. We loved her. She was doing all the 
cheers, and then she said, ‘I’m a cheerleader!’” The cheer-
leaders voted on whether to let Anna be a permanent cheer-
leader, and they voted “yes” unanimously. Anna’s parents, 
Jim and Patti Frierson, are pleased that the cheerleaders have 
accepted their daughter. Mrs. Frierson said, “She doesn’t 
know all the cheers, she’s definitely not perfect, but I think 
the fact that they have included her and accept her for the 
abilities that she does have is really what learning with spe-
cial-needs kid[s] is all about.” Mr. Frierson said, “I think 
there are movies that unfairly underscore the notion … that 

 
6 Source: Linda Scott, “Softball tournament a memorial to young girl 
killed.” The Western Star (Lebanon, Ohio). 10 August 2009 
<http://www.western-star.com/news/lebanon-oh-news/softball-
tournament-a-memorial-to-young-girl-killed--242798.html>. Also: 
“Mikaela Little Memorial Softball Tournament Updates.” 
<http://www.butlervilleathletics.com/mikaela-little-memorial-
tournament>. Accessed 30 January 2012. Also: Email from Lindsay N. 
Green to David Bruce. 30 January 2012. 
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cheerleaders are all about perfection and hyper-normalcy. 
This was such a refreshing development, and we certainly 
didn’t push it, but once we felt that tailwind we all went 
along with it, because it is so natural for her.” Mrs. Frierson 
said, “Never did we imagine that she would come here and 
be a cheerleader. That was not something that we ever 
thought about.” Kimberly Elbakidze, the cheerleading 
squad’s coach, said, “This group of girls has the biggest 
hearts of any girls I’ve seen. They embrace everyone. They 
are gentle and kind. They try to coach her to her maximum 
ability, but they don’t push and they don’t get frustrated. It 
works beautifully because they are very understanding and 
embracing of differences.”7 

8. Rick Reilly: “There’s Not an Ounce of Artifice or 
Phoniness or Hollywood in This Kid Tebow, and I’ve 
Looked Everywhere for It” 

Denver Broncos quarterback Tim Tebow is well known for 
praying on the football field before games, and he ought to 
be well known for his good deeds. In January 2012, ESPN 
columnist Rick Reilly wrote about Mr. Tebow’s football sea-
son, “Every week, Tebow picks out someone who is suffer-
ing, or who is dying, or who is injured. He flies these people 
and their families to the Broncos game, rents them a car, puts 
them up in a nice hotel, buys them dinner (usually at a Dave 
& Buster’s), gets them and their families pregame passes, 
visits with them just before kickoff (!), gets them 30-yard-
line tickets down low, visits with them after the game (some-
times for an hour), has them walk him to his car, and sends 
them off with a basket of gifts. Home or road, win or lose, 

 
7 Source: Adam Crisp, “Special spirit for Red Bank Middle cheer-
leader.” Chattanooga Times Free Press (Chattanooga, Tennessee). 28 
September 2009 
<http://www.timesfreepress.com/news/2009/sep/28/special-spirit-red-
bank-middle-cheeleader/>. 
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hero or goat.” What did Mr. Tebow do after throwing a 
game-winning 80-yard overtime touchdown pass to De-
maryius Thomas to defeat the Pittsburgh Steelers in the 
2011-2012 playoffs? He spent an hour talking to 16-year-old 
Bailey Knaub, who has had 73 surgeries—so far—because 
she has Wegener’s granulomatosis, a disease that has left her 
with one lung. Bailey’s mother, Kathy, said, “Here he’d just 
played the game of his life, and the first thing he does after 
his press conference is come find Bailey and ask, ‘Did you 
get anything to eat?’ He acted like what he’d just done 
wasn’t anything, like it was all about Bailey.” In an email to 
Mr. Reilly, Bailey wrote, “It was the best day of my life. It 
was a bright star among very gloomy and difficult days. Tim 
Tebow gave me the greatest gift I could ever imagine. He 
gave me the strength for the future. I know now that I can 
face any obstacle placed in front of me. Tim taught me to 
never give up because at the end of the day, today might 
seem bleak but it can’t rain forever and tomorrow is a new 
day, with new promises.” Mr. Reilly shared that email with 
Mr. Tebow, who responded, “Why me? Why should I inspire 
her? I just don’t feel, I don’t know, adequate. Really, hearing 
her story inspires me.” His guest for a game at Buffalo was 
high school quarterback Jacob Rainey, who had suffered a 
freak accident that resulted in one of his legs being ampu-
tated above the knee. In that game, Mr. Tebow threw three 
interceptions and his Broncos lost, 40-14. Jacob remem-
bered, “He walked in and took a big sigh and said, ‘Well, 
that didn’t go as planned. Where I’m from, people wonder 
how sincere and genuine he is. But I think he’s the most gen-
uine person I’ve ever met.” Such stories can be multiplied. 
Lots of sports columnists can become cynical, but Mr. Reilly 
wrote, “There’s not an ounce of artifice or phoniness or Hol-
lywood in this kid Tebow, and I’ve looked everywhere for 
it.” He added, “I’ve given up giving up on him. I’m a 100 
percent believer. Not in his arm. Not in his skills. I believe 
in his heart, his there-will-definitely-be-a-pony-under-the-



 9 

tree optimism, the way his love pours into people, right up 
to their eyeballs, until they believe they can master the hope-
less comeback, too.”8 

9. Twitter Hate Versus Kind Letter 

In January 2012, San Francisco 49ers wide receiver Kyle 
Williams made a couple of errors that led to his team being 
defeated 20-17 by the New York Giants in the NFC Cham-
pionship game, leading to lots of “fans” to use Twitter to ex-
press their hope that Mr. Williams would die soon. Seven-
year-old Owen Shure is a different kind of fan. Sure, he was 
disappointed by Mr. Williams’ fumble in overtime. Owen 
cried, “But … why … did he … have to … fumble?” Owen’s 
father, Michael, said to him, “If you feel this way, how sad 
do you think Kyle Williams is?” This gave Owen an idea: 
“Can I write him a letter to make him feel better?” The an-
swer, of course, was yes. This is Owen’s letter: “Dear Mr. 
Williams: We just watched the Playoff game. I feel really 
bad for you but I wanted to tell you that you had a great sea-
son. you sould be very proud, so I wanted to say thank you. 
I am your #1 FAN!”9 

10. “Mommy, I Can’t Live Without You! I Don’t Want 
to Die! Please Don’t Let Me Die!” 

When tornadoes raged through the midwestern United States 
on 2 March 2012, Stephanie Decker shielded her young son 
and daughter as their house in Henryville, Indiana, was being 
destroyed. In doing so, she suffered injuries that resulted in 

 
8 Source: Rick Reilly, “I believe in Tim Tebow.” ESPN. 13 January 
2012 <http://espn.go.com/espn/story/_/id/7455943/believing-tim-
tebow>. 
9 Source: Ben Mankiewicz, “Forget the Twitter Hate: Little Boy Writes 
Beautiful Letter to Kyle Williams.” Huffington Post. 26 January 2012 
<http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ben-mankiewicz/forget-the-twitter-
hate-l_b_1232438.html>. 
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the amputation of a foot and a leg. In addition, seven of her 
ribs were broken. She and her children took shelter in the 
basement; her husband was not at home. To protect the chil-
dren from flying debris, Ms. Decker covered them with a 
blanket. She said, “I was reaching around, holding them and 
trying to keep everything away from them so it wouldn’t hit 
’em.” The house collapsed, and steel beams fell on her legs. 
She said, “Everything started hitting my back. Beams, pil-
lars, furniture. Everything was just slamming into my back. 
But I had my children in the blanket, and I was on top of 
them, and I was reaching around holding them. And they are 
screaming, ‘Mommy, I can’t live without you! I don’t want 
to die! Please don’t let me die!’ And I said, ‘You’re not go-
ing to die. We’re going to make it.’” When the storm passed, 
Ms. Decker looked around. Her home was destroyed. She 
said that she “looked at my leg and realized either it was cut 
off or it was barely attached. I took my phone, and I made a 
video to my husband, telling him that I love him.” Her eight-
year-old son ran to get help. Brian Lovins, a Clark County 
sheriff’s officer, and other of the Deckers’ neighbors arrived 
to help. Mr. Lovins used a tourniquet to keep Ms. Decker 
from bleeding to death. Her husband, Joe Decker, said, 
“What I told her was, ‘You’re alive, and you get to see your 
kids grow up.’ If you look in the basement, there’s no way 
anybody should have lived, let alone two kids who don’t 
have a scratch on them.” Despite having a leg and a foot am-
putated, Ms. Decker remained positive. Outside a hospital in 
Louisville, Kentucky, she told reporters, “I feel pretty awe-
some. I didn’t expect to feel this way, but I feel healthy. I 
feel strong.” She added, “I’m ready to tackle rehab. I am 
ready to get that part of this stepping stone over with. I feel 
really, really good.”10 

 
10 Source: “Indiana mom loses legs saving kids from tornado.” CNN. 6 
March 2012. Updated 7 March 2012 
<http://news.blogs.cnn.com/2012/03/06/indiana-mom-loses-legs-
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11. “She Shielded Her Daughter and was Killed by the 
Debris of the Falling House” 

On 1 June 2011, a tornado devastated parts of West Spring-
field, Massachusetts. Fabiola Guerrero, age 18, was not 
home when the tornado touched, but her mother, sister, and 
father were. Her mother, Angelica, saved the life of Fabi-
ola’s 15-year-old sister. Angelica put the 15-year-old in a 
bathtub and covered her with her body. Fabiola’s sister and 
father survived, but her mother died of injuries incurred from 
falling debris. Fabiola said about her mother, “She was just 
an amazing woman.” She added about her sister, “She actu-
ally said she was stuck under there for two hours and she was 
saying ‘Daddy, help me’ and then she was like ‘Mom’s not 
talking.’” The house was destroyed. Fabiola added about her 
mother, “She loved me unconditionally and my sister. She’d 
do anything for us.” Chief Thomas Burke of the West 
Springfield Police Department said, “She shielded her 
daughter and was killed by the debris of the falling house.” 
West Springfield Mayor Edward Gibson said, “I think it 
breaks everyone’s heart. But it also is that piece of humanity 
that everyone thinks is there—someone thinking about other 
people, especially their child at a time like that and not nec-
essarily their own safety or wellbeing.” Fabiola said, “She’s 
really heroic for saving my sister’s life and doing the right 
thing.” The morning of the day she died, Fabiola’s mother 
had visited Fabiola at her job at a Wendy’s restaurant. Fabi-
ola remembered, “She said, ‘I love you and I’ll see you 
later.’”11 

 
saving-kids-from-tornado/?hpt=hp_c3>. Also: “Stephanie Decker, Indi-
ana Mom Who Had Legs Amputated, Leaves Hospital Feeling ‘Awe-
some.’” Huffington Post. 18 March 2012 
<http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/03/18/stephanie-decker-indiana-
_n_1356160.html?ref=topbar>. 
11 Source: “Mother’s heroic last act saves daughter in tornado.” 
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12. An Amazing Good Deed 

In January 2012, a storm hit the home of 75-year-old author 
Peg Kehret: a log house near Mount Rainier National Park 
in Washington. On 21 January 2012, her driveway was cov-
ered with branches and fallen trees, and ice made it impossi-
ble for her to even walk on the driveway. Fortunately, two 
young men of about 21 or 22 stopped at her home. They 
knew who she was because everyone in the small town 
where she lives knows who she is and where she lives. They 
had even read in school her autobiography Small Steps: The 
Year I Got Polio. (She was paralyzed for several months, but 
she recovered. However, she still feels some effects of polio 
in her old age.) Ms. Kehret writes that they drove past her 
driveway and saw the branches and fallen trees, and said, 
“Miss Peg has polio problems. She can’t deal with those 
trees.” So they cleared her driveway for her. One tree was 
very heavy, so they asked a neighbor with a chain saw to cut 
it into pieces, and they moved it. Ms. Kehret wrote in her 
blog, “When they had finished, I could get my car out. They 
asked if I needed anything from town, and then they both 
wrote down their names and cell phone numbers and told me 
to call them if I needed any more help. I’ve always known 
from my mail that I have the best readers in the world, but I 
never expected that the memory of a book they read a decade 
ago would prompt two young men to be so caring.”12 

 
WHDH-TV. 3 June 2011 
<http://www1.whdh.com/news/articles/local/worcester-
area/12004474665445/mother-s-heroic-last-act-saves-daughter-in-tor-
nado/>. Also: Jessica Heslam, “Heroic mom’s kin cling to memories.” 
Boston Herald (Massachusetts). 4 June 2011 
<http://bostonherald.com/news/regional/view/2011_0604heroic_moms
_kin_cling_to_memories>. 
12 Source: Peg Kehret, “An Amazing Good Deed.” Peg Kehret Blog. 26 
January 2012 <http://www.pegkehret.com/wordpress/?p=426>. Also: 
Peg Kehret, “Biographical Information.” 
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13. Free Books and Over $250,000 in Charitable Dona-
tions 

The Concord Free Press publishes paperback books and 
gives them away free. All it asks in return is that the recipient 
make a donation to a charity of his or her choice—on the 
honor system. As of February 2012, over $250,000 had been 
raised for charity. Concord Free Press founder Stona Fitch 
said, “Getting something beautiful in the mail for free makes 
people’s heads spin. Once they get over trying to figure out 
what the catch is, it inspires them to be generous. They really 
get it.” The Concord Free Press is a registered nonprofit. The 
press prints about 3,000 copies of each book, and it numbers 
them. When people go to the press’ website to tell the press 
how much money they donated and to which charity, they 
enter the book number. The press encourages people to read 
the book and then give it to someone else. Some copies of a 
book have generated six or seven charitable donations. Vol-
unteers run the organization, and authors donate their work, 
as do book designers. Gregory Maguire, the author of 
Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West, 
donated his book The Next Queen of Heaven after his regular 
publisher turned it down. (Now it is available from Harper-
Collins.) When Mr. Fitch told his wife about his idea for a 
publishing project, she sighed and said, “I think you’ve come 
up with another way for writers not to get paid.” Then she 
helped him get the project started. Mr. Fitch says, “When we 
first started it, we weren’t sure whether people would take 
the books and never write us back, or maybe they wouldn’t 
even bother to take the books and I’d be sitting here in our 
office on a big stack of them. My agent told me not to do it; 
a lot of my friends told me not to do it. But a couple key 
people said, ‘Why not?’ We took a big step to start it up, and 

 
<http://www.pegkehret.com/bioframe.html>. Accessed 31 January 
2011. 
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three years later, we don’t want to stop. It’s just too much 
fun.”13 

14. “There are Days When I Wish I Could Hug the Uni-
verse. Today is One of Those Days” 

The Society of Design in Pennsylvania (the home state of 
letterer, illustrator, and designer Jessica Hische, who lives in 
San Francisco, California) wanted her to visit them, so they 
created a unique invitation for her with 27 registered Penn-
sylvania vehicle license plates. They were vanity license 
plates, so each plate bore carefully chosen letters. Put to-
gether, the 27 license plates (each license plate is separated 
from another with a slash) spelled out the invitation: “DEAR 
JES / SICA PLE / ASE CONS / IDER VIS / ITING SO / 
CIETY OF / DESIGN I / N PENNSY /LVANIA A / ND 
SHAR / NG CAPTI / VATING A / ND AMAZI / TYPOG 
/RAPHIC W / ORK THAT / WILL AMA / ZE ASTON / ISH 
MOTI / VATE AND / PROVE TO / BE BENEF / ICIAL TO 
/ AN ENORM / OUSLY LA / RGE CROW / D THANKS”—
of course, she said YES to the invitation. Actually, she wrote 
in her blog, “Of course my answer is a resounding ‘YES! I 
will marry come to visit you!’ In fact, not only will I come 
visit you, but I’m bringing each of you a present. Each of the 
35 people listed on the site will receive an original drawing 
as my sincerest and most heart-felt appreciation for making 
me feel like the luckiest girl in the world. Already got started 
on two of them! There are days when I wish I could hug the 
universe. Today is one of those days.”14 

 
13 Source: Carolyn Kellogg, “Concord Free Press gives away books for 
a donation to a charity of readers’ choice.” Los Angeles Times (Califor-
nia). 9 February 2012 <http://www.popmatters.com/pm/article/154369-
concord-free-press-gives-away-books/>. Also: Concord Free Press. 
<http://www.concordfreepress.com/>. Accessed 10 February 2012. 
14 Source: Jessica Hische, “Be still my heart!” 31 January 2012 
<http://www.jessicahische.is/obsessedwiththeinternet/andhasnewsforyo
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15. “Music is the Universal Language” 

In January 2012, Eddie Van Halen reduced the number of 
electric guitars in his personal collection by donating 75 of 
them to public-school music programs in the Los Angeles 
area. In doing so, he teamed up with Mr. Holland’s Opus 
Foundation, which provides much-needed resources to mu-
sic-education programs. Mr. Van Halen said, “Music is the 
universal language. It has the ability to transcend and convey 
every human emotion that exists without saying a word. Mu-
sic kept me off the streets and out of trouble and gave me 
something that was mine that no one could take away from 
me.” He added, “Music education and families are dealing 
with the economic times, and I wanted to help them. If I can 
help a kid discover a liking, or even a passion for music in 
their life, then that’s a wonderful thing. Music has provided 
a good life for me and hopefully it can help make life better 
for others with this donation.”15 

16. OpShop: The Real Guitar Heroes 

On 11 February 2012, the New Zealand musical group Op-
Shop saved a middle-aged man’s life. OpShop had finished 
performing at the Blues, Brews, and BBQs festival in Blen-
heim, New Zealand. OpShop singer Jason Kerrison and his 
bandmates saw the man keel over, and they performed CPR 
on him for 30 minutes as they waited for an ambulance. The 
man was taken to Wairau Hospital and discharged the fol-
lowing day. Witness Sandra Devlin, from Christchurch, said, 
“The lads from OpShop were staying at the same place 
[Cherylea Motel] and they didn’t hesitate to help. They 

 
u/be-still-my-heart>. Also: “Inviting Hische.” http://invit-
inghische.com/. Accessed 18 March 2012. 
15 Source: Erin Carlson, “Eddie Van Halen donates 75 guitars to L.A. 
Schools.” Entertainment on Today. 11 January 2012 
<http://todayentertainment.today.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/11/1
0116035-eddie-van-halen-donates-75-guitars-to-la-schools>. 
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couldn’t find a pulse but just kept on working on him until 
the emergency services arrived. I think the musicians 
thought he’d had a stroke and they certainly seemed to know 
what they were doing. I doubt if he would still be here if it 
wasn’t for what they did.” A spokesman for St John’s Am-
bulance in Blenheim said, “For the band to render the assis-
tance that they did assured there was a positive outcome. 
Any help an ambulance crew receives before getting to the 
scene is brilliant, and it is believed that in this case the gen-
tleman had a pretty weak pulse and a history of heart prob-
lems.”16 

17. Tyler Perry: A Beautiful Man 

After singer Whitney Houston died in February 2012, movie 
director Tyler Perry donated the use of his private jet to fly 
her body from California back to New Jersey for the funeral. 
This did not surprise actress Rebecca Romijn, who stars in 
Mr. Tyler’s movie Good Deeds. Ms. Romijn said, “There are 
no words. He’s maybe the kindest man I’ve ever met.” Good 
Deeds cast member Jamie Kennedy said, “He’s a beautiful 
man … so, it’s beautiful. I’m not surprised at all, and I hope 
her spirit finds peace.” When asked what he would miss 
most about Ms. Houston, Mr. Tyler replied, “Everything.”17 

 
16 Source: Russell Blackstock, “OpShop heart heroes.” New Zealand 
Herald. 12 February 2012 
<http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=107
84987&ref=rss>. 
17 Source: “‘Good Deeds’ Cast Reacts To Tyler Perry Donating His Jet 
To Fly Whitney Houston’s Body Home.” Access Hollywood. 15 Feb-
ruary 2012 <http://www.accesshollywood.com/good-deeds-cast-reacts-
to-tyler-perry-donating-his-jet-to-fly-whitney-houstons-body-home_ar-
ticle_60712>. 
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18. “Isn’t That Beautiful!” 

Science fiction author Ray Bradbury has written and mailed 
many letters in his long life. After seeing the classic movie 
version of Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol that starred 
Alistair Sim as Ebenezer Scrooge, Mr. Bradbury wrote the 
actor a fan letter: “Dear Mr. Sim, thank you for your 
Scrooge. You are the greatest. God bless you.” For a long 
time, Mr. Bradbury did not hear from Mr. Sim, but eventu-
ally this letter arrived: “Dear Mr. Bradbury, Your letter 
reached me in hospital and made me well.” Mr. Bradbury 
says, “Isn’t that beautiful!”18 

19. Flint: “Unicorn Servants will Feed You Doughnuts 
Off Their Horns” 

Writing a thank-you letter is a good deed, and writing a viv-
idly expressed thank-you letter is an awesome good deed. 
Albert Ramon, a weatherman for a station in Austin, Texas, 
gave a presentation about meteorology to a 4th-grade class, 
and he received many thank-you letters from the students. 
One letter from a student named Flint stood out. In the letter, 
Flint wrote that when he became “supreme Ultra-Lord of the 
universe” that he would reward Mr. Ramon. He wrote, “I 
will not make you a slave, you will live in my 200 story cas-
tle where unicorn servants will feed you doughnuts off their 
horns. I will personally make you a throne that is half plati-
num and half solid gold and jewel encrested.” In addition, 
Flint wrote that Mr. Ramon was “more awesome than a mon-
key wearing a tuxedo made out [of] bacon riding a cyborg 
unicorn with a light saber for the horn on the tip of a space 
shuttle closing in on Mars when ingulfed in flames … And 
in case you didn’t know that’s pretty dang sweet.” Mr. 

 
18 Source: Sam Weller, Listen to the Echoes: The Ray Bradbury Inter-
views (Brooklyn, NY: Melville House, 2010), pp. 162-163. 
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Ramon posted the letter to his Facebook account, and the 
letter went viral in March 2012.19 

20. Kate Hilder: “If You’re a Teacher, Looking After 
Your Children is the Very Best Thing You Can Do” 

In February 2012 at St. Stephen’s School in Perth, Western 
Australia, an apparently mentally ill woman with a knife 
walked into a classroom. Kate Hilder, a Year 1 teacher at the 
Early Childhood Learning Centre, said, “She had the knife 
raised, and she was holding the child. My first instinct was 
to be quite loud and assertive, and that was the right thing to 
do because the lady then turned around and dropped the 
child’s arm and looked at me instead. I then went for the 
lady, we wrestled a bit, until I got her into a corridor away 
from the children and then another staff member came to 
help me and together we took the knife from her and locked 
her in a small computer room.” Joondalup police boss Craig 
Wanstall said about the teachers, “They’re to be commended 
… in what could have been a much more serious incident if 
it wasn’t for their brave actions.” Ms. Hilder said that three 
staff members restrained the woman in a locked computer 
room: “We were having a scuffle, and it took three of us as 
a team to help to put the lady on the ground, and because 
we’re not very big, we just took her legs and arms and I sat 
on her which kept her down. If you’re a teacher, looking af-
ter your children is the very best thing you can do.” The stu-
dent who was threatened was not harmed. St. Stephen’s 

 
19 Source: Ileana Llorens, “Flint’s Letter To Weatherman Albert Ra-
mon Features Awesome Unicorn Drawing (PHOTOS).” Huffington 
Post. Posted 15 March 2012; updated 16 March 2012. 
<http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/03/15/flint-child-letter-to-
weatherman-meteorologist-albert-ramon-unicorn-bacon-draw-
ing_n_1348620.html?ref=good-new>. Also: “’More awesome than a 
monkey wearing a tuxedo’: Child’s hilarious ‘thank you’ letter to TV 
weatherman goes viral.” Daily Mail (UK). 15 March 2012 
<http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2115269/More-awesome-
monkey-bacon-tuxedo--childs-letter-goes-viral.html>. 
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principal Tony George said about the student, “She’s a very 
resilient little girl.” The woman with the knife was taken to 
the mental health unit at Joondalup Health Campus.20 

21. Two Heroes of Chardon High School Shooting 

In February 2012, a shooting took place at Chardon High 
School in Chardon, Ohio, which is near Cleveland. The 
shooter killed three students and wounded others. At least a 
couple of heroes emerged from the shooting. Assistant foot-
ball coach Frank Hall, who is also a study hall teacher, 
chased the shooter out of the school. Student Sebastian Diaz-
Rodriguez said, “I hit the ground and heard Mr. Hall yell 
‘hey’ at the shooter. I saw the shooter turn toward Mr. Hall 
and he ran out. Mr. Hall chased him.” Mr. Hall said, “I just 
want to say that I’m sorry to the families … to the victims. I 
wish I could’ve done more.” Others were impressed by Mr. 
Hall’s heroism. One student wrote on Twitter, “@ja-
nineMcKenna33 yeah mr. hall chased the kid out of the 
school … mr hall went up to him and almost got shot.” Stu-
dent Neil Thomas said, “Coach Hall, he always talks about 
how much he cares about us students, his team, and every-
one. And I think today he really went out and he proved how 
much he cared about us. He would take a bullet for us.” 
Stephanie Hoover, an 18-year-old senior, said, “It really has 
changed everything, how I look at teachers. They were so 
heroic and there for us. They are family to me. You see what 
they did for us.” Mr. Hall’s mother said, “God is No. 1 in 
Frank’s life.” Another hero, Joseph Ricci, a math teacher, 
protected his students and took care of a wounded student 
until paramedics arrived. Student Haley Tierney said, “We 
were sitting there, and you could hear everyone running 

 
20 Source: David Gear and Mark Donaldson, “I’m no hero, says 
teacher.” Joondalup Times (Australia), 23 February 2012 
<http://www.inmycommunity.com.au/news-and-views/local-news/Im-
no-hero-says-teacher/7614809/>. 
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down the hallway. Then you could hear the gunshots. They 
started screaming ‘lock down’ and you didn’t know what 
was going on.” She added, “[Mr. Ricci] has lockers in his 
classroom and he was so protective. He grabbed a bullet-
proof vest and a hammer and closed the door and made sure 
we were OK. He brought the [wounded] kid in our room and 
helped him and held him there until the medics got there.”21 

22. Zurana Horton, Five-Months-Pregnant Hero, Dies 
While Saving Lives 

In October 2011 in crime-plagued Brownsville, Brooklyn, 
New York, as children left their elementary school, gunfire 
rang out. A gunman on a roof fired at least 12 shots. An Af-
rican-American woman who was five months pregnant be-
came a hero as she died while shielding several children. 
Zurana Horton, age 34, who had gone to the school to pick 
up one of her children, was hit by gunfire in the face and in 
the chest. New York Police Department spokesman Paul 
Browne said, “She was seen moments before she was shot, 
hovering over several children to protect them as the shots 
were fired.” A 31-year-old woman and an 11-year-old girl 
were injured. John Speller, one of Ms. Horton’s friends, said, 
“She was always talking about her kids; she was always fo-
cused on them.”22 

 
21 Source: “Ohio’s Hero Football Coach Says ‘I Wish I Could’ve Done 
More.’” ABC News. 28 February 2012 
<http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/headlines/2012/02/ohios-hero-football-
coach-says-i-wish-i-couldve-done-more/>. Also: “Coach who yelled 
‘hey’ at school shooter does not feel like hero.” Reuters. 28 February 
2012 <http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/02/29/us-shooting-ohio-
coach-
idUSTRE81S01M20120229?feedType=RSS&feedName=domesticNe
ws>. 
22 Source: Madeleine Morgenstern, “HERO PREGNANT MOM DIES 
SHIELDING CHILDREN FROM GUNFIRE AT NY ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL.” The Blaze/Associated Press. 22 October 2011 
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23. “I am Extremely Thankful that Everybody was Able 
to Get Out Alive, Including Our Little Dog” 

On Thanksgiving night of 2011, fire broke out at a home in 
Northwest Miami-Dade, Florida. Fortunately, neighbors Oz-
zie Osbourn alerted the Escarmant family that their house 
was on fire. Wilton Escarmant said, “We heard just loud 
noise: ‘Fire! Fire! Fire!’” Mr. Osbourn said, “We saw the 
whole back of the house, and when we went you could see 
the orange glow from the back of the house.” Mr. Osbourn 
helped get the Escarmant family and their pet dog out of the 
burning house. Mr. Escarmant said, “I am extremely thank-
ful that everybody was able to get out alive, including our 
little dog, so that right there says a lot, the fact that we still 
have our lives.”23 

24. Awesome Thing #206: When Someone Returns Your 
Lost Wallet 

One of the most annoying things in life is to lose your wallet, 
and one of the most awesome things is to get your wallet 
back without anything missing and without identity theft. 
(According to the Web site 1000 Awesome Things, having 
your lost wallet returned is Awesome Thing #206.) College 

 
<http://www.theblaze.com/stories/hero-pregnant-mom-dies-shielding-
children-from-gunfire-at-ny-elementary-school/>. Also: Teresa Wiltz, 
“Zurana Horton was a hero—she just didn’t look like one.” Guardian. 
26 October 2011 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/cifamerica/2011/oct/26/zur
ana-horton-hero-children-gunfire>. Also: Al Baker, “Woman Trying to 
Shield Children Is Killed by Gunman.” New York Times. 21 October 
2011 <http://www.nytimes.com/2011/10/22/nyregion/rooftop-gunman-
in-brooklyn-kills-woman-trying-to-shield-children.html>. 
23 Source: “Good Samaritan alerts family of house fire.” WSVN-TV 
(Miami and Fort Lauderdale, Florida). 25 November 2011 
<http://www.wsvn.com/news/articles/local/21005988899311/good-
samaritan-alerts-family-of-house-fire/>. 
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student Casey Coleman lost his wallet just before Thanks-
giving. He searched for it but did not find it. He started re-
placing IDs and debit cards, and he was extremely happy 
when, more than a week later, he received an email telling 
him that his wallet had been found. He writes, “I sprinted to 
go get it and the wallet I lost on campus was returned in per-
fect condition. Everything was exactly intact, money and all. 
[…] I still don’t know who returned my wallet but thank you, 
you are awesome!”24 

25. “Have a Great Christmas Because You Have Just 
Made Mine” 

Close to Christmas 2011, Paul Evans McCleod was on the 
dole (getting an unemployment check) and looking for a job 
in New Zealand. He wrote in a letter to the editor that ap-
peared on the New Zealand news Web site Stuff, “I’m not 
complaining, I fill my days not doing much, so if anyone 
needs a hand or a lift, or whatever, I’m happy to help out. 
Mostly I’m glad just to get out of the house and be doing 
something useful. I don’t do it for money; it’s just my nature: 
If I have something that is of use to someone else, I’m happy 
to share—be it my car, my labour, my knowledge, or my lis-
tening ear ….” Someone else who does good deeds did a 
good deed for him. His wife found in their mailbox a brown 
envelope with Paul’s name and address on it. Inside the en-
velope was this note: “Dear Paul, This is a wee thank you to 
you and your wife, although people don’t see the small kind-
nesses you do for others, God does, God bless. Keep safe, 
Have a great Christmas Xxx.” Paul wrote, “No name, no-
body to thank, and inside was a substantial amount of 
money. So I don’t know who you are but know this: You 

 
24 Source: Casey Coleman, “Response to Awesome Thing #206: When 
someone returns your wallet.” 1000 Awesome Things. 7 July 2011 
<http://1000awesomethings.com/2011/07/07/206-when-someone-
returns-your-wallet/>. 
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have humbled me. Thank you so much for this simple act of 
kindness. The spirit of Christmas is still alive. God bless you 
and yours. Have a great Christmas because you have just 
made mine.”25 

26. A Beggar and a Toy 

Philosopher Jacob Needleman tells a story about a family in 
Mexico. On Christmas Eve, a man and his five-year-old 
child were decorating their house when a five-year-old beg-
gar knocked on their door. The man told his son to give the 
beggar a toy, and his son returned with an old toy. However, 
the man told his son to give the beggar a new toy. His son 
protested, but the man insisted, and his son gave the beggar 
a new toy. Beaming, the son then said to his father, “Daddy, 
can I do that again?” Mr. Needleman wrote a book titled 
Money and the Meaning of Life. In an interview with Jurri-
aan Kamp, he gave this advice about money: “Learn to be 
quiet: learn to be still. Live your life just as you’ve been liv-
ing it, for a while. Don’t change anything, except little 
things: study, question. This is the kind of answer Gandhi 
would give: What do you wish to serve? How can your 
money serve something that is not just good for your ego or 
comfort but for others? Reflect, find some friends, and start 
talking about the question: What should we do? What is 
right? And then, act.”26 

 
25 Source: Paul Evans McCleod, “Letter - One good deed....” Waikato 
Times (New Zealand). Posted on Stuff (New Zealand). 16 December 
2011 <http://www.stuff.co.nz/waikato-
times/opinion/letters/6150863/Letter-One-good-deed>. 
26 Source: Jurriaan Kamp, “Interview with Jacob Needleman: ‘Money 
can buy anything, except meaning.’” Ode Wire. 3 October 2011 
<http://odewire.com/134413/money-can-buy-anything-except-
meaning”.html>. 
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27. “Get Out! Get Out! The House is on Fire!” 

In December 2008, a man pounded on the front door of a 
house in Esplen, a neighborhood in Pittsburgh, Pennsylva-
nia. Mary Ann Austin, a 48-year-old woman who lived in 
the house, said, “The man was yelling, ‘Get out! Get out! 
The house is on fire!’ I thought he was joking because we 
didn’t see or smell any smoke. But he just kept telling us to 
get out.” The man was Mark Nazarchuk, an employee of 
Tudi Mechanical Systems in McKees Rocks, who said, “I 
guess I was just in the right place at the right time and did 
what anybody else in that situation would have done.” Eve-
ryone—Ms. Austin, three adult siblings and three adult chil-
dren—got out of the house. Even after Ms. Austin saw 
smoke coming from the second story, she did not think the 
fire was serious—until firefighters broke a window and 
heavy black smoke poured out. She said, “Everything we 
had was in that house. All our furniture, our clothes, the 
Christmas presents we just bought. Everything is gone.” She 
is thankful to the Good Samaritan who saved her life and the 
lives of everyone else in the house. She said, “I gave him a 
hug, but I really can’t thank him enough. He was a Good 
Samaritan. We could have died in there.” The house is unin-
habitable. Ms. Austin said, “My mother died in the house in 
August, and I wanted to live there because it reminded me of 
her. I felt closer to her when I was in there.” The American 
Red Cross gave assistance to Ms. Austin and the others who 
lived in the house.27 

 
27 Source: Tony LaRussa, “Seven saved from Esplen fire by ‘good Sa-
maritan.’” Pittsburgh Tribune-Review (Pennsylvania). 12 December 
2008 
<http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/news/pittsburgh/s_602
636.html>. 
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28. “All I Think About is I’m Glad I Got Them Out of 
There and I’m Glad They’re All OK” 

Just before Christmas 2011 in their home 11 miles outside of 
Duchesne, Utah, Devin Whitehead, age 16, was babysitting 
his two younger siblings when brother Ronnie, age four, cry-
ing, came into his room. Devin said, “I saw that our hallway 
was in smoke, and I went into our living room and I saw it 
was in flames. I was just like, ‘I gotta get these kids out of 
here before something bad happens.’” His sister, three-year-
old Jessica, was standing by the front door. He grabbed her 
and took her safely out of the house, and then he went back 
for Ronnie. Both younger children got out safely; Devin’s 
hands received second-degree burns during the rescue. 
Devin said, “My hands were burning really bad. So I’d have 
to bend down and … put some snow on them.” His sister had 
grabbed her favorite blanket, and Devin wrapped his jacket 
around his brother. The children were barefoot, so Devin 
carried them a half-mile to seek help. Devin said, “I said a 
little prayer with my little brother and my little sister that 
someone would find us when I got to the end of the road.” A 
truck came by, and the two men inside called 911 and gave 
them a ride. The house burned to the ground. Sheila White-
head, the children’s mother, said, “It was a big relief that my 
family was safe and that’s all that mattered. I knew every-
thing else can be replaced.” Devin said, “At the time, I didn’t 
consider myself being a hero. I was just trying to get them 
out of there.” He added, “All I think about is I’m glad I got 
them out of there and I’m glad they’re all OK.”28 

 
28 Source: Sandra Yi, “‘I didn’t consider myself a hero,’ says 16-year-
old who rescued siblings from burning home.” Deseret News (Salt Lake 
City, Utah). 22 December 2011 
<http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705396282/I-didnt-consider-
myself-a-hero-says-16-year-old-who-rescued-siblings-from-burning-
home.html>. 
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29. “Santa Claus” Rescues Man from Burning Car 

On 20 December 2011, former volunteer firefighter Brad 
Luddeke dressed as Santa Claus and got in his car to deliver 
gifts to disadvantaged children. He became a hero after wit-
nessing a two-car collision on Interstate 635 in Dallas 
County, Texas. One car was on fire, and he ran to rescue the 
driver. Mr. Luddeke said, “As soon as I grabbed his jacket 
and pulled him away, I said, ‘Your car’s on fire.’ We turned 
to leave, and I guess the battery exploded. And that’s when 
everything went up.” Witness Margie Culberson saw the 
truck become what she called a “fireball” with “a lot of black 
smoke.” Mr. Luddeke then directed traffic around the crash 
scene.29 

30. Jeremy Frank: The Only Good Samaritan 

Around Christmas 2003, trucker Jeremy Frank of Zanesville, 
Ohio, stopped to assist at a serious accident on Interstate 77 
in Akron, Ohio, when no one else stopped on the busy inter-
state. He saw a two-car accident in which one car was pinned 
between another car and a concrete barrier. Mr. Frank 
stopped his big rig and ran to the accident. A woman was 
getting out of the pinned car. Mr. Frank said, “She com-
plained of neck pain—luckily she had been wearing her seat 
belt—but she seemed OK otherwise. She was very upset; she 
grabbed hold of my hand and hugged me and asked me to 
pray with her.” Mr. Frank called the woman’s husband and 
let him know about the accident. He then went to the other 
car, where the driver, a man, was badly injured. Mr. Frank 
knew that it would be dangerous to move the man, so he 
waited for emergency personnel to arrive. Mr. Frank was the 

 
29 Source: “Hero Santa pulls man from burning car.” 
News.ninemsn.com (Australia). 22 December 2011 
<http://news.ninemsn.com.au/world/8393697/hero-santa-pulls-man-
from-burning-car>. 
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only person to stop to help. He said, “That’s what puzzled us 
because it’s a busy highway. It was right around Christmas 
time, too, and no one else stopped. I felt I had to.” The 
woman he helped contacted the local newspaper about him 
and sent him a thank-you letter and a gift certificate.30  

31. A Christmas Good Deed 

On 14 December 2011, a senior citizen in Paget Parish, Ber-
muda, got out of a car while carrying a bag. Behind the car, 
which soon drove away, was another car whose female 
driver waited patiently. The senior citizen walked across the 
road, but fell because of being thrown off balance while 
walking down a steep driveway. The female driver who had 
waited patiently saw the senior citizen fall. The senior citizen 
wrote in a letter of the editor of the Royal Bermuda Gazette 
that the female driver “immediately pulled off the road and 
ran to help me. She picked up my bag and saw me safely 
indoors. When she was assured I was not injured, just a bit 
shaken, she hurriedly left. I did not adequately thank her for 
her kindness and caring, nor did I get her name or car licence 
number. I hope she reads this letter and knows how much I 
appreciated this act which was in the true spirit of Christmas. 
I trust she will have a blessed 2012.”31 

32. Lou at Rubis Gas Station at Blue Hole Hill, Ber-
muda: A Good Samaritan 

In December 2011, Jonathan Young and his three-year-old 
daughter, both of Hamilton Parish, put air in what he called 

 
30 Source: “Right Time, Right Place.” Truckers News. 10 September 
2004 <http://www.truckersnews.com/right-time-right-place/>. 
31 Source: A Grateful Senior, “Looking for Good Samaritan.” Letter to 
the Editor. The Royal Gazette (Bermuda). 7 January 2012. Published 14 
January 2012 
<http://www.royalgazette.com/article/20120114/COMMENT03/70114
9989>. 
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his “sad-looking tyres” at Rubis gas station at Blue Hole Hill 
in Bermuda. One of the tyres went bang and went flat. For-
tunately, a man named Lou was a Good Samaritan and a 
good tyre-changer. In a letter of the editor of the Royal Ber-
muda Gazette, Mr. Young wrote, “I did my best to help, but 
the man could probably do this blindfolded. When he was 
done, he had some advice on how next to proceed, wished 
us a merry Christmas, and went on his way without a thought 
of reward for his efforts. My daughter has been learning 
about the virtues of kindness and generosity in school, and I 
told her if she wants to know about what those mean, think 
of this man.”32 

33. “There is Still Good Will Toward Men Out There” 

In December 2011, several layaway angels appeared at 
Kmarts and Walmarts across the United States and paid off 
or paid down the layaways of people they did not even know. 
At a Kmart in Lafayette, Indiana, almost $4,000 was donated 
to pay off over 15 layaway accounts. Store manager Vic 
Sutherland said, “It’s pretty awesome. With the economy the 
way it is, you wouldn’t expect it.” Shannelle Armstrong, a 
spokeswoman for Sears Holdings Corporation (owner of 
Kmart’s 1,300 stores) said that people have spent more than 
$412,000 to pay off or pay down more than 1,000 layaway 
accounts. Walmart spokeswoman Dianna Gee said the same 
thing is happening at its stores “from coast to coast.” For ex-
ample, a man donated $11,000 to pay off the accounts of 75 
families at a Haleyville, Alabama, Walmart. A man used 
$9,800 cash to pay off or pay down 63 layaway accounts; he 
then put $200 cash in a Salvation Army kettle. Assistant 

 
32 Source: Jonathan Young, “Looking for Good Samaritan.” Letter to 
the Editor. The Royal Gazette (Bermuda). 23 December 2011. Pub-
lished 24 December 2011 
<http://www.royalgazette.com/article/20111224/COMMENT03/71224
9932>. 
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store manager Darlene Beverly said about the recipients of 
the good deed: “Some scream, some holler—with joy, of 
course. They cry big time.” A Kmart in Omaha, Nebraska, 
telephoned Lori Stearnes with the good news that someone 
had paid off the balance on her Kmart layaway account, 
which included toys and totaled $58. She said, “It was a 
shock, of course, and then it just made me feel warm and 
fuzzy.” Ms. Stearnes had set aside money for gifts, but she 
used it to pay off the layaway accounts of two other people. 
A man gave $500 to a Charles City, Iowa, Kmart to pay off 
or pay down the layaway accounts of other people; store 
manager Katie Cook said, “It was just a give-you-goose-
bumps kind of feeling.” Melissa Atwood learned that some-
one had paid off the $120 balance on her Christmas gifts in 
a layaway at a La Porte, Indiana Kmart; she said, “There is 
still good will toward men out there.”33 

34. Two Christmas Good Deeds 

Sometimes, we get very busy during the Christmas season, 
and we make mistakes. In December 2011, Rick Hillner of 
Goderich, Ontario, Canada, stopped by an ATM to withdraw 
money. Later, he checked his wallet. No money! He checked 
the pockets of a different pair of pants. No money! He looked 
everywhere in his home. No money! Then he received a tel-
ephone call from his bank. A woman had found his money—
he had left it in the ATM machine—and she had turned it in 
to the bank. In a letter to the editor of the Goderich Signal-
Star, Mr. Hillner wrote, “Whoever you are, the wonderful 
woman who found my money and turned it in, I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart. Because of your good deed, I 
too will do a good deed. I’m donating half to a local charity. 

 
33 Source: Judy Keen, “Mystery donors paying off layaway accounts 
for needy.” USA TODAY. 20 December 2011 
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2011-12-20/charity-
layaway-christmas/52129100/1>. 
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Not that that compares to [the] pure honesty you displayed. 
It’s now time to share my newfound money. Thank you so 
much, it will be remembered.”34 

35. “I Wanted to Make Sure that the Purse Got Back to 
Its Owner. I was Never Tempted to Keep the Money” 

In December 2011, 13-year-old Dylan Torres, an 8th-grader, 
found a purse containing $500 in his local Walmart parking 
lot in Pinal County, Arizona. Dylan said, “I wanted to make 
sure that the purse got back to its owner. I was never tempted 
to keep the money.” Eloy resident Micaella “Mica” Lopez, a 
17-year-old senior at Santa Cruz Valley Union High School, 
had left the black Chanel purse in a shopping cart after doing 
Christmas shopping. She had assumed that her boyfriend had 
gotten her purse. Mica said, “He was playing around with 
the cart as I arranged the bags in the car and I thought he 
grabbed the purse from the cart.” But it was dark, and he had 
not gotten her purse. Mica said, “We drove to the next store 
and we were deciding what to buy and I asked him for my 
purse. That’s when we realized that we left it in the shopping 
cart. My stomach dropped and I felt sick. All my money and 
all my boyfriend’s money were in that purse.” They returned 
to the Walmart, but no one had turned in her purse. Mica 
said, “We made our way home. There was nothing else we 
could do. I was crying and so upset.” Fortunately, of course, 
Dylan and his stepfather Adolph “Junior” Aros had gone to 
Walmart, and Dylan had seen the purse. Dylan said, “It was 
sitting there right on top of the cart. I told my dad.” Dylan’s 
mother, Michelle Aros, said, “They didn’t like the idea of 
opening a woman’s purse. So they brought it home to me 
and asked me to open it.” Inside the purse was Mica’s 

 
34 Source: Rick Hillner, “Good deed leads to more Christmas spirit.” 
Letter to the Editor. Goderich Signal-Star (Ontario, Canada). 29 De-
cember 2011 
<http://www.goderichsignalstar.com/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=3418544>. 
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driver’s license. Michelle said, “The address was on the 
driver’s license. But there was no phone number in the 
purse.” Michelle returned the purse to Mica personally. 
Michelle, a Bible teacher at her church, said, “We believe in 
doing the right thing. In life, you gotta look out for people. I 
was concerned because there was a lot of money in there and 
Mica’s boyfriend’s wallet was also in there.” Mica was cry-
ing over the loss of her purse when Michelle knocked on 
Mica’s door. Mica said, “She didn’t know how to pronounce 
my name, but she asked if I had lost a purse. I felt so full of 
joy and truly blessed. I burst into tears.” She added, “They 
were really determined to return the purse to me. I am so 
grateful.” Mica’s mother, Marcy Hernandez, said, “It some-
times seems like it’s hard to find good people. This boy 
could have taken the money and bought an Xbox or anything 
else, but he didn’t. He returned it and he deserves credit and 
recognition for that.” Dylan, a regular church-goer, said, 
“Maybe somebody else would have kept the money, but I 
knew the money wasn’t mine and should be returned.” Mica 
gave Dylan a cash reward and a cake. Mica said, “Everyone 
has been telling me how lucky I am to get the purse and all 
the money back. But I also feel lucky that now I have three 
new friends.”35 

36. Lost Christmas Money Returned 

In December 2011, Glenn Porter, age 66, of Yazoo County, 
Mississippi, went to Toys ‘R’ Us to buy Christmas gifts for 
his grandchildren, and he lost a roll of cash in the parking 
lot. He did not discover the loss until later when he was go-
ing to give his wife some money. He said, “I was going to 
give her some money out of my pocket, and didn’t have but 

 
35 Source: Melissa St. Aude, “Boy returns lost purse.” TriValley Cen-
tral (Pinal County, Arizona). 27 December 2011 
<http://www.trivalleycentral.com/articles/2011/12/27/front/doc4efa007
b12d35584892377.txt>. 
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one roll of money. So I went back over there myself and 
looked around.” Meanwhile, Sharon Morgan, age 48, had 
found the money. She said, “I just reached and picked it up. 
[I] did not know that it was real money or anything. I just put 
it in my pocket and went in the store.” Mr. Porter and Ms. 
Morgan met in the parking lot, but she did not give him the 
money immediately because she wanted to make sure that he 
was the rightful owner. She said, “He says, ‘I lost some 
money. I just want to look under your car,’ and I said let me 
back up, and I didn’t know that it was his. He told me the 
amount, but I was scared.” She had not counted the money 
yet, and she did not want to count it in front of anyone, so 
she counted it later. It matched the amount that Mr. Porter 
said he had lost, and so she knew that it was his. She and her 
daughter let the store know that she had found the money. 
Mr. Porter said, “I called her, and she had it. That’s an angel. 
That’s all that is. She wouldn’t take a penny I offered her.” 
Ms. Morgan said, “God just worked his miracle.” She added 
about the money, “It’s with the rightful owner, and that re-
lieves me. I am so thankful.” Mr. Porter said, “That just 
shows you there are good people. I was just blessed with a 
good one.”36 

37. Pope Pius XII: Friend to the Jews 

Gary L. Krupp, who grew up Jewish in Queens, New York, 
grew up believing that Pope Pius XII was, he wrote in a 2009 
New York Post article, “a Nazi sympathizer and an anti-Se-
mite.” However, after doing research from 2002-2009 on the 
pope’s life, he changed his opinion. Working as part of Pave 
the Way Foundation, which he and his wife, Meredith, 
founded “to identify and eliminate nontheological obstacles 

 
36 Source: Roslyn Anderson, “Lost Christmas shopping money returned 
by honest citizen.” WLBT (Mississippi). Posted: 6 December 2011; up-
dated: 9 December 2011. <http://www.wlox.com/story/16204794/lost-
christmas-shopping-money-returned-by-honest-citizen>. 
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between religions,” he and Meredith did years of research 
into eyewitness testimony and historical documents. He 
wrote that “what we found shocked us. We found nothing 
but praise and positive news articles concerning Pius’ ac-
tions from every Jewish, Israeli and political leader of the era 
who lived through the war.” Authors of a few articles pub-
lished after World War II thought that Pope Pius XII could 
have done more to stop the persecution of the Jews during 
the Holocaust, but Mr. Krupp believes that “it wasn’t until 
1963, in the wake of the fictitious play ‘The Deputy’ (written 
five years after Pius died), that accusations began flowing 
that he had failed to act, that he was a cold-hearted Nazi sym-
pathizer who couldn’t care less about the Jewish people. The 
evidence strongly suggests this was part of a KGB-directed 
and -financed bid to smear Pius, a Soviet disinformation 
campaign meant to discredit the Catholic Church, which at 
that time was profoundly anti-Communist.” What many peo-
ple believe about Pope Pius XII, Mr. Krupp wrote, is at odds 
with the evidence. For example, Mr. Krupp wrote, “It is un-
questionable that Pius XII intervened to save countless Jews 
at a time most nations—even FDR’s America—refused to 
accept these refugees. He issued false baptismal papers and 
obtained visas for them to emigrate as ‘Non Aryan Catholic-
Jews.’ He smuggled Jews into the Americas and Asia. He 
ordered the lifting of cloister for men and women to enter 
monasteries, convents and churches to hide 7,000 Jews of 
Rome in a single day.” Mr. Krupp added, “Pinchas Lapide, 
a Jewish historian, theologian and Israeli ambassador, stated 
that the actions and policies of Pius XII saved as many as 
860,000 Jews. Albert Einstein, Golda Meir, the chief rabbi 
of Palestine, the chief rabbi of Rome and the heads of every 
Jewish organization showered praise upon him during his 
lifetime. Were all these witnesses who lived through the war 
misguided?” Mr. Krupp compiled and edited Pope Pius XII 
and World War II: “The Documented Truth: A Compilation 
of International Evidence Revealing the Wartime Acts of the 
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Vatican.” The Pave the Way Foundation published this book 
in 2010.37 

38. Freedom Isn’t Free: Jessica Ahlquist, age 16, is a 
Hero for Protecting Our Freedom of (and from Other 
People’s) Religion 

Jessica Ahlquist is a 16-year-old hero (in 2012) who de-
fended Americans’ First Amendment rights by suing to have 
a prayer displayed on a wall removed from her public high 
school in Cranston, Rhode Island. With the help of the 
American Civil Rights Union, she sued the high school and 
in January 2012 a judge ruled that the display of the prayer 
in a public school is unconstitutional. The First Amendment 
states this: “Congress shall make no law respecting an estab-
lishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the 
Government for a redress of grievances.” Among other 
things, the First Amendment keeps government out of the 
religious (and non-religious) lives of Americans. The United 
States government is forbidden from favoring one religion 
over another and it is forbidden from setting up an official 
religion. This allows for freedom of religion: You can wor-
ship whatever god you please and no one can force you to 
worship his or her god. It also allows for freedom from other 
people’s religion: No one can force you to worship Satan or 
any other being. The benefits are such that all Americans 
ought to support the First Amendment. For example, let’s 
say that Satan worship becomes popular in the United States. 
The Satan worshippers elect politicians who are also Satan 
worshippers, and these politicians pass a law saying that 

 
37 Source: Gary L. Krupp, “Friend to the Jews.” New York Post. 28 De-
cember 2009 
<http://www.nypost.com/p/news/opinion/opedcolumnists/friend_to_the
_jews_kTTHDaev8FBXEDgMGqd9ON#ixzz0cEEWdKPc>. 
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Satanism is now the official religion of the United States and 
that all children, including your children, will be forced to 
worship Satan in school. As long as the First Amendment is 
healthy because of people such as Jessica Ahlquist and or-
ganizations such as the American Civil Rights Union, par-
ents will be able to say, “NO! My children and I are Chris-
tians [or Jews, or Muslims, or atheists, etc.]! We will NOT 
worship Satan! You can’t force us to! It’s against the First 
Amendment!” One would hope that people would respond 
to Jessica Ahlquist in a loving way, but many did not. Some 
comments posted online about her include these: 1) “May 
that little, evil atheist teenage girl and that judge BURN in 
HELL!” 2) “literally that bitch is insane. And the best part is 
she already transferred schools because she knows someone 
will jump her” 3) “We can make so many jokes about this 
dumb bitch , but who cares #thatbitchisgointohell and Satan 
is gonna rape her.” 4) “wen the atheist dies, they believe will 
become a tree, so we shld chop her down, turn her into paper 
then PRINT THE BIBLE ON HER.” (Do the writers of these 
comments sound like Christians or like Satan worshippers to 
you?) Jessica responded online, “My home address was 
posted in the comments on the projo website. I have little 
siblings and a sick mother. You cannot be serious.” On a talk 
radio show, member of the Rhode Island House of Repre-
sentatives Peter G. Palumbo, a Democrat from Cranston, re-
ferred to Jessica as “an evil little thing.” Jessica told a New 
York Times reporter, “I feel like they might see it as a very 
negative thing right now, but I’m defending their Constitu-
tion, too.” Freedom isn’t free. It takes people such as Jessica 
and organizations such as the ACLU to fight hard so that we 
don’t lose our rights. The organization The Friendly Atheist 
started a fundraiser for Jessica. As of 1 February 2012, it had 
raised over $37,000 in money for Jessica to use to go to 
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college. The fundraising drive was scheduled to stop at the 
end of February.38 

39. Friend Rescues Lloyd Corwin During the Battle of 
the Bulge 

In a speech in 2011, United States President Barack Obama 
told a story about an American private named Lloyd Corwin, 
who nearly died during World War II’s Battle of the Bulge. 
He was serving in a regiment in the 80th Division of George 
Patton’s Third Army, and he fell 40 feet into a ravine. For-
tunately, a friend—a soldier named Andy Lee—scaled down 
the ravine and brought him to safer ground. President Obama 
said, “For the rest of his years, Lloyd credited this soldier, 
this friend, named Andy Lee, with saving his life, knowing 
he would never have made it out alone. It was a full four 
decades after the war, when the two friends reunited in their 
golden years, that Lloyd learned that the man who saved his 
life, his friend Andy, was gay. He had no idea. And he didn’t 
much care. Lloyd knew what mattered. He knew what had 
kept him alive; what made it possible for him to come home 

 
38 Source: “Atheist Girl In Rhode Island Faces Stream Of Death 
Threats.” Disinformation. 31 January 2012 
<http://www.disinfo.com/2012/01/atheist-girl-in-rhode-island-faces-
stream-of-death-threats/>. Also: Abby Goodnough, “Student Faces 
Town’s Wrath in Protest Against a Prayer.” New York Times. 26 Janu-
ary 2012 <http://www.nytimes.com/2012/01/27/us/rhode-island-city-
enraged-over-school-prayer-lawsuit.html>. Also: “If by ‘Christian 
love’ you mean hatred & contempt....” Jesusfetusfajitafishsticks. 
<http://jesusfetusfajitafishsticks.blogspot.com/2012/01/ahlquist-
screenshots-if-by-christian.html>. Accessed 1 February 2012. Also: 
Hemant Mehta, “A Fundraiser for Jessica Ahlquist.” Friendly Atheist. 
13 January 2012 
<http://www.patheos.com/blogs/friendlyatheist/2012/01/13/a-
fundraiser-for-jessica-ahlquist/>. 
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and start a family and live the rest of his life. It was his 
friend.”39 

40. Being Seen and Heard 

A man who posts online as “Marc” tells a story about seeing 
a legless African-American Vietnam veteran begging in San 
Francisco. California. The veteran was yelling, with obscen-
ities, “I fought in Nam! I lost my legs in Nam! Why can’t 
you help me?” Marc at first thought about avoiding eye con-
tact and walking quickly away, but instead put a few dollars 
in the veteran’s begging cup. Marc writes, “I asked if he just 
wanted to be seen and heard after all he had come through. 
His voice dropped and he nodded and whispered, ‘Yes … 
yes.’ With a calm steady gaze he looked me in the eyes as 
tears spilled over his wizened cheeks. He clasped my hands 
in his. Spare change would help, but simply being seen and 
heard can be what some of us long for most of all.”40 

41. United States Veterans Hold an “Eat-in” to Support 
a Restaurant that Serves Middle Eastern Iraqi Food 

In October 2010, the Al-Zubaydi family came to the United 
States from Uzbekistan and opened the Babylon Restaurant 
in downtown Lowell, Massachusetts. However, someone 
threw a 20-pound building stone through the restaurant’s 
front window, frightening the family, who wonder if they are 
victims of a hate crime because the father of the family is 
from Iraq. To show support for the family, 40 to 50 United 
States veterans showed up to eat at the restaurant on 10 Jan-
uary 2012. Vietnam veteran Patrick Scanlon, a local 

 
39 Source: Barack Obama, “We Are Not A Nation That Says, ‘Don’t 
Ask, Don’t Tell.’” Vital Speeches Of The Day 77.2 (2011): 80-82. Aca-
demic Search Complete. Web. 14 Mar. 2012. 
40 Source: Marc, “The Veteran Who Just Wanted To Be Seen—A 
Kindness Story.” Helpothers.org. 15 March 2012 
<http://www.helpothers.org/story.php?sid=30261>. 
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coordinator of Veterans for Peace and a man who works with 
refugees from Iraq, said that after the stone-throwing inci-
dent, “I went over and met with them … and they were 
scared. It had achieved its goal of intimidation and fear.” He 
added, “Something like that happens, it’s almost like a state-
ment from the society, as far as they’re concerned. And, they 
don’t know if there’s other rock throwers out there … that 
are looking to harm them.” A man confessed to throwing the 
rock. Lowell Police Superintendent Kenneth Lavallee said, 
“Unless this gentleman is lying to us—and I don’t believe 
that he is—he didn’t even know this restaurant was affiliated 
with people from Iraq.” Mr. Scanlon is doubtful. He said, 
“Now you’re caught, are you going to admit that, ‘Yeah, it’s 
a hate crime’? Why did he pick this one [building], that says 
‘Middle Eastern Iraqi food’ on it?” Leyla Al-Zubaydi said 
about the veterans’ “eat-in”: “It was so awesome, you cannot 
even imagine. It was an honor for us to have them here and 
to see that support that they gave us.”41 

42. Missing Dog Tag Returned to American Hero 

During World War II, Glen Payne, a platoon leader in the 
80th Infantry Division, fought from Normandy into Ger-
many, going through Belgium. His unit fought its way 
through the Siegfried Line in western Germany, and one of 
the many medals he won was a Bronze Star for valor. The 
citation reads, “While assaulting the Siegfried Line on Feb. 
8, 1945, heavy sniper action harassed the company in which 
Lt. Payne served. Leading a party of six men, Lt. Payne pur-
posefully exposed himself in order to draw fire and thus lo-
cated the snipers.” He did get a shrapnel wound on his right 
hand, but he said, “Just enough to draw blood.” Joseph, his 

 
41 Source: Miranda Leitsinger, “Vets hold ‘eat-in’ to help immigrants’ 
vandalized restaurant.” MSNBC.MSN,com. 13 January 2012 
<http://usnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/13/10149681-vets-
hold-eat-in-to-help-immigrants-vandalized-restaurant>. 
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son, said, “He has never talked about what he did over there. 
He saw his men blown up beside him and senseless killings. 
It wasn’t anything he was proud of. He just did his service 
and came home.” Somewhere during his months of fighting, 
he lost his dog tags. However, over 60 years later, one of the 
dog tags was returned to him. After retiring in 2005, Glen 
Payne contacted the Jackson County Veterans Service Of-
fice in Medford, Oregon, hoping for help in getting some lost 
medals replaced. The Veterans Service Office contacted the 
National Personnel Records Center in St. Louis, Missouri, 
which had his dog tag. The dog tag had been discovered near 
Bitburg on 30 May 1981 when German potato farmer Theo 
Weber plowed his field. The dog tag listed Mr. Payne’s 
name, military ID number, blood type, and religion. The 
German Red Cross sent the dog tag to the American Red 
Cross, and it ended up in The National Personnel Records 
Center, which had been unable to contact Mr. Payne because 
his records had burned after a fire broke out. In February 
2006, the dog tag was returned to Mr. Payne in a ceremony 
in his hometown of Medford, Oregon.42 

43. A Good Deed Follows an Evil Act 

On 22 April 2004, First Class Petty Officer Michael Per-
naselli telephoned from Iraq and spoke to his two daughters: 
three-year-old Nicole and four-year-old Dominique. Two 
days later, he died when a suicide bomber struck. He had 
won custody of his two daughters after his divorce, and now 
his parents, Cathy and John, were going to raise them. Cathy 
said about her son’s daughters, “I told them bad men blew 
up Daddy’s boat and that he was up in heaven.” Cathy and 
John wanted to send the girls to a school in their hometown 
of Brighton, New York: Seton Catholic School. The 

 
42 Source: Associated Press, “Missing dog tag returned after more than 
60 years.” The Army Times. 14 February 2006 
<http://www.armytimes.com/legacy/com/1-comnews-1534166.php>. 



 40 

principal of the school gave Cathy and John good news: An 
anonymous Good Samaritan had paid for the girls’ tuition—
through the 6th grade. Cost: over $50,000. Cathy said, “I was 
dumbfounded.” John said, “This is nothing you’d ever con-
ceive would come about.” He added, “It’s hard to believe 
there are people who do this kind of thing.”43 

44. Showing Respect for One of the Real Heroes 

As a United States Army medic stationed for a year in Ku-
wait, Michael Tackitt, who is from Lubbock, Texas, saved 
many lives. In a 2012 interview, Mr. Tackitt said, “When 
you get to make a difference, it feels really good. There’s 
nothing like it.” However, he remembers most a life that he 
did not save. He said, “I knew her from before the wreck. 
She had helped me with some of my finances.” He and his 
unit were called out on a rollover, and four soldiers were 
trapped inside the vehicle. Mr. Tackitt said, “Normally the 
fire department would use the jaws of life and have all that. 
We had a sledge hammer and a couple of screw drivers, and 
we pretty much pried, smashed and got our way in. Specialist 
Walters was the worst off, and we sent her with the Kuwaiti 
EMTs to a local hospital that was closer.” Mr. Tackitt and 
his unit saved the other three soldiers, and then they began 
looking for Specialist Walters. Finding her took a few hours. 
He said, “We found her in the morgue a couple blocks down 
from where the hospital was. … When we found her they 
had stripped … they had stripped her naked and taken eve-
rything off of her. Her uniform, boots, everything was gone 
and she was just left sitting out alone. When a soldier dies 
over there, you never leave the body alone.” He cried as he 
said, “There’s always someone with them. It’s just a matter 
of respect.” They stayed all night with Specialist Walters’ 

 
43 Source: Thomas Fields-Meyer, “Mystery Gifts.” People. 19 Decem-
ber 2005 
<http://www.people.com/people/archive/article/0,,20145134,00.html>. 
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body until the commanders of her unit arrived. He said, “I 
would rather be shot at and mortared all day than have to 
deal with that again.” After leaving the Army, he worked in 
Lubbock as an Emergency Medical Technician. He said, 
“The main thing I want to come out of this is people not to 
forget soldiers that have passed over there. Specialist Wal-
ters and thousands and thousands of others, they’re the real 
heroes.”44 

45. When You Do Even a Seemingly Small Good Deed, 
Someone May be Watching 

A good deed may seem to be small, but it can be noticed and 
appreciated. Tony Beneri of Dunedin, Florida, provided ev-
idence of this in a letter to the editor of his town’s Patch: 
“One morning at approximately 8:30 a.m., I observed a gen-
tleman park his car on Aberdeen Street and walk across to 
Edgewater Linear Park. He then proceeded to pick up three 
paper fast-food bags discarded by some thoughtless individ-
uals (who could not read the three ‘No Parking’ signs) the 
night before and place them in the litter basket 20 feet away. 
It takes all of the citizenry from its most humble citizen to 
its highest elected official to keep Dunedin a charming and 
clean city. I wish to commend that citizen for what I ob-
served. That citizen was none other than Mayor Dave Eg-
gers. Thank you, Mr. Mayor.”45 

 
44 Source: Tiffany Pelt, “Army medic Michael Tackitt, a Hometown 
Hero.” KCBD. 13 February 2012 
<http://www.KCBD.com/story/16919110/army-medic-michael-tackitt-
a-hometown-hero>. 
45 Source: Tony Beneri, “Letter to the Editor: Random Good Deed De-
serves Praise.” Patch (Dunedin, Florida). 1 March 2012 
<http://dunedin.patch.com/announcements/letter-to-the-editor-good-
deed-deserves-praise>. 
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46. My Village Saved My Life 

Suzanne Digwood, age 34, is a British nurse who lives in 
Loughton, Shropshire, with her husband and three children. 
She discovered that she had breast cancer. After being 
treated for it, she discovered that her chances for survival 
were 50-50 percent, but that a new but expensive drug could 
increase her chances of survival. Unfortunately, the British 
National Health Service would not pay for the drug. Fortu-
nately, her village raised £50,000—£10,000 more than was 
needed for her to get the drug. The extra was donated to a 
health charity. Suzanne said, “My closest friends, Alison 
Vaughan and Sarah Clary, immediately got to work as soon 
as they knew how much they had to raise. When I first 
learned I had cancer, I had told them sitting in Harry’s [her 
son’s] room and we had all cried together. I think they were 
almost relieved to find something they could do to help me, 
and so they threw themselves into fundraising. Suddenly 
everyone knew and was raising money.” She added, “It just 
shows it’s wrong to assume there’s no such thing as commu-
nity spirit any more. This has proved to me there is—partic-
ularly if you live in the countryside, where everyone knows 
each other.” In February 2006, after she had taken the last of 
the medicine, tests showed that she was free of cancer.46 

47. “I Decided to Get Involved Because I Wanted to Do 
Something for the Future of Our Children Here” 

Polio is being eradicated throughout the world as a result of 
immunization programs. For example, a temporary immun-
ization camp was set up in a slum in the northern district of 
Ghaziabad, which is near New Delhi, India. There, people 
such as Madara, a 76-year-old street hawker, help make sure 

 
46 Source: “My village saved my life.” Daily Mail (UK). 14 February 
2006 <http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-377170/My-village-
saved-life.html>. 
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children receive a polio vaccine. Social workers vaccinate 
the children, who also receive brightly colored plastic whis-
tles and paper masks. In 2012, Madara said that he began 
helping with the immunization program six years previ-
ously: “I decided to get involved because I wanted to do 
something for the future of our children here.” The polio im-
munization program is active throughout India. Millions of 
social workers and volunteers administered 900 million 
doses of the polio vaccine to children in India in just one 
year. According to a February 2012 article by Agence 
France-Presse, “In 2009, India accounted for half of all cases 
in the world, but infections plummeted to 42 in 2010 and 
none in the last 12 months.” Lieven Desomer, head of the 
polio unit at United Nations children’s agency UNICEF in 
India, said, “It is an amazing achievement. I sometimes feel 
like I have to pinch myself to make sure I am not dreaming 
it.” He added, “We have to remain vigilant and continue im-
munizations. Complacency at this stage would be a huge 
mistake.” Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Nigeria are the few 
countries where polio is still endemic.47 

48. The Tutu Lady 

Laura Pita has four boys, one of whom—eight-year-old 
Josh—has acute leukemia. In 2011, Josh was diagnosed with 
leukemia, and in 2011, Laura’s mother, Roberta “Emmy” 
Burt, died from melanoma. Laura said, “I lost my mommy. 
I needed to do something or else I would have gone insane.” 
The “something” turned out to be making a tutu for her 
niece. She then decided to make tutus for little girls who 
were fighting cancer—and superhero capes for little boys 
who were fighting cancer. With the tutus and the capes, the 

 
47 Source: “The heroes of India’s quest to wipe out polio.” Agence 
France-Presse. 12 February 2012 
<http://www.canada.com/health/heroes+India+quest+wipe+polio/6140
171/story.html>. 
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children use their imaginations to become ballet dancers, 
princesses, and superheroes such as Superman. Laura—
whom the children call “The Tutu Lady,” said, “I honestly 
thought here and there I would drop off a tutu for the girls, I 
had no idea, no dream ever, that this would happen.” As of 
January 2012, Laura and her charity—Emmy’s Heart—had 
distributed approximately 250 tutus and 200 capes in the pe-
diatric wards of Joe DiMaggio Hospital in Hollywood, Flor-
ida, and Bethesda Memorial Hospital in Boynton Beach, 
Florida.48 

49. “We Send Luca’s Organs with Love to All These 
People, Especially to the Little Girl Who They Told Us 
was Just Days Away from Dying” 

On 15 November 2011, five-year-old Luca Giovannini, from 
Stockport, Greater Manchester, England, felt ill and was 
taken to a hospital. He died a little over 24 hours later, pos-
sibly from a rare reaction to a virus. His parents donated his 
organs, resulting in four people being able to live normal 
lives: a two-year-old girl, a two-year-old boy, a 35-year-old 
mother-of-two, and a 34-year-old man. Luca’s father, 
Renzo, a financial adviser, said, “When the medics were try-
ing to save Luca’s life, I asked a doctor what his chances 
were of surviving, and he said we were looking at the worst-
case scenario. It’s a scenario which no parent wants to be 
faced with, but it was at that stage that we discussed organ 
donation. We mentioned it to the ward matron that we would 
like him considered for donation because we wanted some-
thing positive to come out of this. We send Luca’s organs 
with love to all these people, especially to the little girl who 
they told us was just days away from dying. Luca did a lot 

 
48 Source: Anne Thompson, “‘Tutu Lady’ delivers joy to sick kids.” 
NBC News. 4 January 2012 
<http://dailynightly.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/04/9955486-tutu-
lady-delivers-joy-to-sick-kids>. 
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of things in his short life whereas these two children have 
never been out of hospital and now hopefully they will get 
the chance to live similar lives.” Renzo added, “One week 
we were thinking about buying Luca his Christmas present 
and the next we were looking for a grave for him. He was 
such a lively lad who never sat still and he had such a sunny 
disposition and was a very happy little boy.” His teacher, Ja-
net Ayling, said, “Somehow Luca’s love of life and his spirit 
will live on in all of us. He will leave a legacy for all of us to 
follow—his beautiful smile, his gentle nature, and his whole 
happy being will never be forgotten.”49 

50. Bringing Life Out of Death 

Someone murdered Arkansas State Michael (Rudy) Gilmore 
by shooting a bullet in his head the night of 16 April 2010 in 
his apartment. Rudy’s mother, Jerlene, said, “If you needed 
a dime, Rudy would give you the whole quarter.” Rudy was 
an organ donor, and his organs saved lives all across the 
United States. Rudy had promised his 17-year-old sister, 
Kaneisha, to be her escort for homecoming. Rudy’s heart 
was nearby, transplanted into the body of Sammy Robinson, 
age 44, who lives near her family home in Arkansas. Sammy 
said, “Rudy saved my life. I told his mom, ‘I know you lost 
a son. But I want you to know you’ve gained another.’” 
Sammy resembled Rudy, as Kaneisha discovered when she 
met Sammy. She asked her mother, “Could Mr. Sammy take 
Rudy’s place at homecoming?” Sammy was willing, and he 
bought a brand-new white suit, and he told her, “I just know 
you’re going to get homecoming queen.” She did. Whenever 
Rudy’s mom, Jerlene, sees Sammy, she taps his chest, where 
Rudy’s heart resides, and asks, “Rudy treating you all right 

 
49 Source: Donna Bowater, “Five-year-old boy saves four lives.” The 
Telegraph (UK). 1 December 2011 
<http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/healthnews/8927292/Five-year-
old-boy-saves-four-lives.html>. 
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in there?” Sammy replies, “Just fine, ma’am!” Jerlene then 
says, “That’s Rudy. He won’t let nothin’ happen to you.” 
Many people are organ donors. One is the son of Elbert 
(Ickey) Woods, who as a rookie in 1988 led the Cincinnati 
Bengals to the Super Bowl. Ickey has asthma, and so did his 
son, Jovante. On 11 August 2010, Jovante, age 16, had an 
asthma attack after football practice. His inhaler was out of 
medicine, and he sent his little brother to a neighbor’s house 
to borrow an inhaler. Jovante was brain dead by the time the 
inhaler arrived. He had decided to be an organ donor, check-
ing the relevant box on his new driver license. Ickey said, “It 
bothered me a little at first. They just came at me like, ‘We’re 
gonna take his organs.’ But once they explained it all, I real-
ized it’s exactly what he wanted.” Jovante’s heart went to a 
recipient in Michigan, and his other organs saved three more 
lives.50 

  

 
50 Source: Rick Reilly, “How can the murder of a referee in Arkansas 
bring joy in Pasadena?” ESPN. 29 December 2011 
<http://espn.go.com/espn/story/_/id/7400059/rick-reilly-donate-life-
float-rose-bowl-parade>. 
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Chapter 2: 51-100 

51. A Kidney and a Special Dance 

Clay Taber had many good things going for him. At age 22, 
he had graduated from Auburn University, was engaged to 
his college sweetheart, and was on vacation in the Gulf of 
Mexico. Then his kidneys began to fail, a result of Goodpas-
ture’s Syndrome, an autoimmune disorder, and he ended up 
in a hospital for weeks so he could get dialysis and other 
procedures. He needed a kidney transplant. His nurse at 
Emory University Hospital in Atlanta, Georgia, Allison Bat-
son, had children approximately the same age as Clay. She 
said, “The whole world was his, with the exception of this 
incredibly rare illness that hit him out of the blue. Something 
inside me said I needed to do more.” Clay’s mother wanted 
to donate a kidney to him, but tests revealed that she was not 
a match. Ms. Batson wanted to help, so she got a test, and 
her kidney was a match. She decided to donate one of her 
kidneys to Clay. She said, “The only thing I was nervous 
about in this entire process was that somebody was going to 
tell us we couldn’t do it.” On 10 January 2012, the operation 
took place. Clay will marry his sweetheart, Laura Calhoun, 
on 9 June 2012. He said, “I told [Batson] she’s going to get 
a special dance at the wedding. She can pick out the song.”51 

52. “Thirty-Five Years Ago I Gave My Heart to Him, 
and This Year He’s Getting My Kidney” 

For Valentine’s Day of 2006, Jane Picone gave her husband 
the perfect gift: one of her kidneys. Jane, of Andover Town-
ship, New Jersey, said, “Thirty-five years ago I gave my 
heart to him, and this year he’s getting my kidney.” Her 

 
51 Source: “Allison Batson, Nurse, Donates Kidney To Patient Clay Ta-
ber.” Huffington Post. 13 January 2012 
<http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/01/13/allison-batson-nurse-
donates-kidney-clay-taber_n_1205554.html>. 
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husband, Al, a Union pipe fitter, has a genetic polycystic kid-
ney disease. In 2005, Al began to feel really bad, and his 
choices were to get a new kidney or to undergo dialysis reg-
ularly. Al said, “When I told my wife it was going to need to 
be one or the other, she said she would donate hers. There 
was no hesitation.” Jane said, “I couldn’t think of any reason 
why not. There was never a question—I have two kidneys, 
and the other one will grow larger to compensate.” The sur-
gery was performed on Valentine’s Day at Saint Barnabas 
Hospital in Livingston, New Jersey. Jane said, “We are very 
fortunate because my husband is older and he is not on dial-
ysis—he would be in a couple of weeks if we weren’t doing 
this.” On 4 April 2006, the Picones celebrated their 30th an-
niversary. Al Picone proposed on top of Garrett Mountain in 
Paterson, New Jersey. Jane remembers, “I had curlers in my 
hair.”52 

53. Rebecca Hancock Becomes a Three-Year-Old 
Transplant Heroine with a “Yeah, Okay” 

In 2002, Rebecca Hancock, age three, saved the lives of her 
twin baby brothers. Alex and Jake, nine months old, had a 
rare genetic disease that was harming their immune system. 
Without a bone marrow transplant, they would be dead by 
age one. Their parents, Emma and Tim, of Maidstone, Kent, 
England, were not good matches, but sister Rebecca was a 
perfect match. Emma, age 23, said, “I cried when it dawned 
on me that Rebecca was the one who would probably save 
their lives. We didn’t think she would want to have the op-
eration. I asked her, saying, ‘You know that little bit of blood 
the doctors took from you? It is going to make Alex and Jake 

 
52 Source: “A kidney, straight from the heart.” Good News Blog. 12 
February 2006 <http://www.goodnewsblog.com/2006/02/12/a-kidney-
straight-from-the-heart>. Also: “Couple share more than just a mar-
riage.” Estrinlegaled.typepad.com. 16 February 2007 
<http://estrinlegaled.typepad.com/my_weblog/gifts/>. 
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better. Would you like to give some more blood so that you 
can make them better?’ She just looked at me and simply 
said, ‘Yeah, okay.’ It was if she was saying, ‘No problem—
piece of cake.’ We were totally overjoyed. They told us that 
most adults are laid up for a week after giving their bone 
marrow. But Rebecca was up next day, running up and down 
the corridors. It was fantastic to see.” What about the twins? 
Emma said, “They are doing really well. They will have to 
go to hospital regularly until they are 18 and they are on five 
drugs a day as they cope with the new marrow, but it seems 
to have been successful already.” Emma added, “We are so 
proud of Rebecca. She is being spoiled rotten at the moment 
because she really is our little heroine.”53 

54. Mother Faces Polar Bear and Saves Three Children, 
Including her Seven-Year-Old Son 

In February 2006 in Ivujivik, a village located on the north-
ern coast of the Quebec mainland in Canada, Lydia Angiyou, 
age 41, faced a polar bear that she thought was going to kill 
her seven-year-old son and the two companions who were 
with him. She said that she thought, “My boy is going to be 
killed. Nothing I can do.” But she started yelling and drew 
the attention of the polar bear away from the children and 
toward her. The polar bear clawed at her, but ran away when 
a rescuer fired some shots. Later, the polar bear was killed. 
None of the children was hurt.54 

 
53 Source: “Transplant sister aged three saves twin brothers.” Daily 
Mail (London, England). 13 July 2002 
<http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-127703/Transplant-
sister-aged-saves-twin-brothers.html>. Also: High Beam. 13 July 2002 
<http://www.highbeam.com/publications/the-daily-mail-london-
england-p438683/jul-13-2002>. 
54 Source: “Mother fights off polar bear to save children.” CBC News 
(Canada). 10 February 2006 
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55. Birdbrain Freed 

In January 2012 on Topsail Boulevard in Dartmouth, Nova 
Scotia, Canada, a seagull somehow got its head trapped be-
tween two power lines. Fortunately, Nova Scotia Power line-
man Yvon Blin came to the rescue and freed the seagull, 
which was unharmed and flew away.55 

56. Catching a Falling Baby Squirrel 

Sparrow Marcioni lives in a rural area of Georgia, USA, and 
on her property is a colony of 11 feral cats, all of which have 
been properly neutered or spayed. Also on the property are 
many squirrels. One day, Sparrow heard “a high-pitched 
whistle-like scream” coming from above. A baby squirrel 
was high in a tree, hanging onto a branch with its two front 
paws—and the feral cats were noticing the squirrel. Because 
it was apparent that the baby squirrel would fall, Sparrow 
took off her coat and spread it to catch the baby squirrel. 
Fortunately, she did catch it, and she picked it up and 
warmed it in her hands. Quickly, the squirrel, exhausted, fell 
asleep. Sparrow had no way to return the baby squirrel to its 
nest high above the ground, so she consulted a wildlife reha-
bilitator who works with baby squirrels. She fed the baby 
squirrel with a bottle for a while and then released it back 
into the wild.56 

 
<http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/story/2006/02/10/polarbear-
mom060210.html>. 
55 Source: PHOTOS BY PATRICK HELLIWELL, “PHOTO: Bird in a 
wire.” The Chronicle Herald (Nova Scotia, Canada). 17 January 2012 
<http://thechronicleherald.ca/metro/53013-photo-bird-wire>. 
56 Source: Sparrow Marcioni of Georgia (USA), “Baby Squirrel Falls 
from Towering Pine: Woman’s Catch of a Lifetime!” Care2.com. 13 
December 2011 <http://www.care2.com/causes/screaming-baby-squir-
rel-falls-from-towering-pine-woman-catches-him.html>. 
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57. Eight Ducklings Rescued 

When Robert Knight of Kentucky was approximately seven 
years old, he saw and fed with bread a pair of ducks that had 
found their way into his family’s front yard. About a week 
later, the two ducks returned and he fed them again. After 
that, both came every day for a while to his home to be fed, 
and then just one showed up to be fed once or twice a week. 
However, following a big storm, both showed up and 
quacked noisily. Robert tried to feed them, but they did not 
want to be fed. The male duck even picked up a piece of 
bread with his beak and threw it back at him. They were act-
ing like animals on TV shows—animals that wanted to be 
followed. Robert got permission from his mother to follow 
the ducks, and they led him to a storm drain. About eight feet 
straight down the drain were eight ducklings. Robert ran 
home to get help from his father, who brought a fishing net 
with a long pole. Quickly, they rescued seven ducklings, but 
the eighth duckling was scared and swam into a pipe away 
from the net. Robert found where the pipe let out. The duck-
ling was near the end of the pipe, and Robert scared it back 
to where his father was, and his father rescued this final 
duckling. The next day, the entire duck family showed up at 
Robert’s home. All of the ducklings were fine.57 

58. Rescue of a Kitten 

While visiting a friend in 2011, Lori Stokes of North Caro-
lina heard a kitten meowing. Her friend, who did not like 
cats, thought that Lori was hearing things, but Lori knew that 
she was not. She investigated and found a wet five-day-old 
kitten. The house had been power-washed by people who did 

 
57 Source: Robert Knight of Kentucky, “Bewitching Duckling Rescue 
Will Give You Goose Bumps.” Care2. 14 December 2011 
<http://www.care2.com/causes/bewitching-duckling-rescue-will-give-
you-goose-bumps.html>. 
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not know that the kitten was in the bushes. Lori was afraid 
that the kitten was covered with foul-tasting soap that could 
cause its mother to reject it, so she dried off the kitten. Un-
fortunately, the feral mother cat did reject the kitten, so Lori 
bought a kitten bottle and kitten replacement milk, took the 
kitten home, and got up every two hours to feed it. The next 
morning, she put the kitten in a shoebox and took it to work 
with her, planning to take it to an animal shelter at lunchtime. 
However, her administrator advised her that unless the ani-
mal shelter had a foster-mother cat, the kitten would be eu-
thanized: “You can’t take him to the shelter. They’ll just kill 
him.” Lori replied, “Well, I can’t keep him up here and get 
in trouble. He has to be fed every two hours.” Fortunately, 
the Human Resource Director said, “If they don’t have a 
mama cat at the shelter to foster him, bring him to my office 
Tuesday morning. You can keep and feed him in there.” The 
shelter had no foster-mother cats, and Lori raised the kitten 
with lots of help from people at work. She said, “Every night 
for the next four weeks, I fed and loved this little baby who 
picked up the name Baby Lucky. Every night I packed his 
little cat carrier’s zippered pockets with food, dry kitty milk 
formula, clean bottles, [and] baby wipes and eventually we 
added kitty litter to the supplies. I went to see him during 
breaks and lunch, usually with co-workers in tow, and any 
time the Human Resource office thought he needed his 
mama. The HR office saw more traffic in four weeks than a 
whole year combined.” Of course, Lucky grew up, and he 
began to stay at Lori’s home instead of going to work with 
her. However, Lori said, “That first day Lucky was gone 
from the office was a sad day for many. One co-worker said, 
‘What? He’s not here today? I’m having a rotten day and 
wanted to hold him to feel better.’” And guess what? Lori’s 
friends who did not like cats started to take care of and feed 
Lucky’s feral mother that had rejected him. Lori said, “Yep, 
my friend Joyce is the only one who can get anywhere near 
Lucky’s mommy. Her name is Skiddy Kitty and she is loved 
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too, so much so that when Joyce went on vacation, she made 
sure I took good care of feeding Skitty Kitty.”58 

59. Moko the Bottlenose Dolphin to the Rescue 

In March 2008 two pygmy sperm whales, a mother and a 
male calf, became stranded on a large sandbar just offshore 
of Mahia Beach, on the east coast of the North Island (about 
300 miles northeast of Wellington, New Zealand). Each 
year, approximately 30 whales become stranded there, and 
most have to be euthanized. Malcolm Smith, a Department 
of Conservation worker, tried to get the two whales refloated 
and out to sea through a channel, but he failed. He started to 
think about euthanizing the two whales because a quick 
death would be better than a slow and painful death, but 
Moko, a bottlenose dolphin, came to the rescue. Mr. Smith 
said, “They [the whales] kept getting disoriented and strand-
ing again. They obviously couldn’t find their way back past 
[the sandbar] to the sea.” He said, “It was looking like it was 
going to be a bad outcome for the whales, which was very 
disappointing, and then Moko just came along and fixed it. I 
pushed them [the whales] out to sea two or three times, and 
they were very reluctant to move offshore. I was starting to 
get cold and wet, and they were becoming tired. I was reach-
ing the stage where I was thinking it’s about time to give up 
here—I’ve done as much as I can. I was close to putting them 
out of their misery.” Juanita Symes, one of the rescuers, said, 
“Moko just came flying through the water, and pushed in 
between us and the whales. She got them to head towards the 
hill, where the channel is. It was an amazing experience. The 
best day of my life.” Mr. Smith said, “I’ve never heard of 
anything like this before. The things that happen in nature 

 
58 Source: Lori Stokes of North Carolina, “Office Workers Raise 5 Day 
Old Kitten Drenched by Power Washer.” Care2.com. 21 December 
2011 <http://www.care2.com/causes/office-workers-0raise-5-day-old-
kitten-drenched-by-power-washer.html>. 
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never cease to amaze me.” Moko and the whales seemed to 
be communicating with each other, with the whales emitting 
what seemed to be distress signals. Mr. Smith said, “What 
the communication was, I do not know, and I was not aware 
dolphins could communicate with pygmy sperm whales, but 
something happened that allowed Moko to guide those two 
whales to safety.” He added, “The whales were sitting on the 
surface of the water, quite distressed. They had arched their 
backs and were calling to one another, but as soon as the 
dolphin turned up, they submerged into the water and fol-
lowed her. The whales made contact with the dolphin, and 
she basically escorted them about 200 meters parallel with 
the beach, to the end of the sandbar. Then she did a right-
angle turn through quite a narrow channel and escorted them 
out to sea. She obviously gave them enough guidance to 
leave the area, because we haven’t seen them since.” He 
added, “It was amazing. It was like she grabbed them by the 
flipper and led them to safety.” Anton van Helden, a mam-
mals expert at New Zealand’s national museum, Te Papa, 
said that “it’s the first time I’ve heard of an inter-species re-
floating technique. I think it’s wonderful.” Of course, this is 
a remarkable good deed, but a year and a half later Moko the 
dolphin was a bit of a terror to humans in the sea. Moko, who 
is actually a male, was accused of such things as head-butt-
ing two 12-year-old girls so he could steal their surfboards 
and stranding a 16-year-old surfer 500 yards offshore after 
stealing his surfboard. Apparently, Moko likes to play with 
surfboards. Moko seems to have become a delinquent dol-
phin—a good dolphin gone bad.59 

 
59 Source: Kathy Marks, “Save the whales: How Moko the dolphin 
came to the rescue of a mother and her calf.” Independent (UK). 13 
March 2008 <http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/nature/save-
the-whales-how-moko-the-dolphin-came-to-the-rescue-of-a-mother-
and-her-calf-795025.html>. Also: Paul Chapman, “Delinquent dolphin 
Moko causes terror in the surf.” Telegraph (UK). 9 December 2009 
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60. Dolphin Saves 14-Year-Old Non-swimmer 

In August 2000, Davide Ceci, a 14-year-old non-swimmer, 
fell out of his father’s boat in the Adriatic. A friendly dol-
phin, Filippo, who swims in the waters off southeast Italy’s 
Manfredonia, pushed him. Davide said, “When I realized it 
was Filippo pushing me, I grabbed on to him.” The dolphin 
swam to the boat of Davide’s father, who grabbed Davide 
and got him on board. Davide’s mother, Signora Ceci, said, 
“It is a hero. It seems impossible an animal could have done 
something like that, to feel the instinct to save a human life.” 
Maritime researcher Dr. Giovanna Barbieri said, “Filippo 
seems not to have the slightest fear of humans. I’m not sur-
prised he should have done such a wonderful thing as to save 
a human.”60 

61. A Hero Retires 

On 15 December 2008, at about 33 years of age, and with no 
teeth, a horse named Hero retired and went to Cape South, a 
luxury retreat in Waimarama, Hastings District, Hawke’s 
Bay, New Zealand. Hero earned his retirement. For a decade, 
he had been with Napier Riding for the Disabled in Napier, 
New Zealand, and hundreds of children with disabilities had 
ridden him. Co-ordinator Sue Fraser said, “He’s always the 
perfect angel with the disabled children. We could use him 
for any riders we needed to, from the most severely disabled 
to the autistic children. […] All the kids absolutely love 
him.” Hero loves food, especially sweet food. Hero once in-
vited himself to the morning tea some volunteers were hav-
ing and ate cookies and cake off the volunteers’ plates. Ms. 

 
<http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/6765940/
Delinquent-dolphin-Moko-causes-terror-in-the-surf.html>. 
60 Source: “Dolphin Saves Boy’s Life: Boy pushed back to his boat af-
ter fall.” Daily Record (Scotland). 30 August 2000 <http://www.eu-
rocbc.org/page158.html>. Posted on EuroCBC. 
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Fraser said, “He eats absolutely anything. I’ve personally 
seen him eat a ham and mustard sandwich.” Eventually, 
Hero grew old, and he grew tired. Thus the retirement. Ms. 
Fraser said, “He’s had enough.” But in his working days, 
Hero brought happiness to children. He also brought relief 
to two children with cystic fibrosis. The children used to lie 
on his back, and the riding dislodged much of the mucus that 
built up on the children’s lungs. Ms. Fraser said, “They used 
to get so much relief from that.” She added, “He’s always 
been a joy to have—he’s a hero.”61 

62. A Belgian Malinois and a Boy 

Four-year-old Lucas Hembree of Alcoa, Tennessee, suffers 
from Sanfilippo syndrome, a disease in which the body lacks 
an enzyme that is necessary to break down the sugar mole-
cule. In a January 2012 interview, Lucas’ father, Chester, 
said, “The most catastrophic thing parents hear when they 
learn their child has this disease is that there’s no cure or 
treatment available.” Lucas will probably not live past his 
15th birthday, and he may be in a vegetative state at age eight. 
Realizing this, his father and his mother (Jennifer) want Lu-
cas to enjoy as much life as he can while he can still enjoy 
it. To help them achieve that aim, Chester thought that a dog 
could help. A service dog costs $15,000 or more, but a few 
days before Juno, a Belgian Malinois, was to be killed, Ches-
ter and his family adopted her from a shelter. Chester had 
found out about Juno from a listing on a rescue group’s Web 
site. Chester said, “I had the feeling in my gut that I had to 
go see this dog.” Juno was two hours away at an East Ten-
nessee shelter. Chester said, “She was emaciated, and was 
days away from being euthanized. She had been surrendered 

 
61 Source: Kim De Leijer, “Children will miss toothless Hero.” 
Hawke’s Bay Today (New Zealand). 3 December 2008 
<http://www.hawkesbaytoday.co.nz/news/children-will-miss-toothless-
hero/999900/>. 
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to the shelter because her previous owners didn’t understand 
the Belgian Malinois.” Chester, a former law enforcement 
officer, does. He said, “I used to help with the training of 
police K-9s, and our dogs were Belgian Malinoises. I loved 
their desire to work and their ‘never quit’ attitude.” The 
Hembree family took Juno home and got her accustomed to 
family members before training her to be a companion to 
Lucas. Chester said, “I wanted to make sure she had plenty 
of time to adjust to the family before I started the formal 
training.” One day he saw Juno circling Lucas, who was in a 
wheelchair. Chester said, “She was whining and nudging 
him with her nose. I checked his oxygen levels and they were 
very low.” Chester gave Lucas oxygen. Chester said, “That’s 
when I knew she had the ability to pick up on his neurologi-
cal changes.” Now she alerts us when Lucas is about to have 
a seizure or if his oxygen levels drop really low. She has 
saved him several times.” Lucas leans on Juno while he is 
walking, and the two spend a lot of time together. Chester 
said, “You don’t see one without the other close by. It really 
feels like it was meant to be.”62 

63. Canadian Public Service Dogs: Lifesavers 

In 1935, the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) first 
started using dogs. Sergeant Jack Cawsey was the RCMP’s 
first dog handler. He was called to assist in an emergency at 
a farm near Carstairs, Alberta, Canada, involving a little 
three-year-old girl named Eileen Simpson who had wan-
dered away from her home. Her family and 200 volunteers 
had spent all night searching for her, but had not found her. 
Sergeant Cawsey and his Public Service Dog, Dale, started 

 
62 Source: Michelle Leifer, “Lucas and Juno: Special bond of a rescue 
dog and dying boy.” Vetstreet.com. Posted on TODAY.com. Updated 
27 January 2012 <http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/46168614/ns/today-
today_pets_and_animals/t/lucas-juno-special-bond-rescue-dog-dying-
boy/#.TzLM_5hBR4e>. 
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searching for the little girl. Dale immediately found a scent 
and within 15 minutes had found Eileen, who was sleeping 
in a field, unhurt but cold. In 2004, another emergency oc-
curred, this time in the town of Innisfail, Alberta. An old 
woman suffering from Alzheimer’s had slipped out of an old 
folks’ home and was lost. Sergeant Doug Hawkes and his 
Public Service Dog, Kory, found the old woman within 30 
minutes. What was the old woman’s name? Eileen Simp-
son—the same Eileen Simpson who had been rescued by a 
Public Service Dog in 1935.63 

64. Monster Saves Family 

In October 2009 in Beltsville, Prince George’s County, Mar-
yland, fire broke out at a home. The family’s dog, a Dober-
man named Monster, was outside, but woke up the family by 
barking and repeatedly jumping on a sliding door. The three 
adults and five children woke up and heard the smoke alarms 
and got out of the two-story, single-family home safely.64 

65. Trained Beagle Belle the Wonder Dog Calls 911 and 
Possibly Saves a Life 

In early 2006 in suburban Ocoee, Florida, Belle the Wonder 
Dog, a trained beagle, became a hero by calling 911 and pos-
sibly saving the life of her owner, Kevin Weaver, who is di-
abetic and was suffering from low blood sugar. Mr. Weaver 
said, “She started clawing at me which is the signal that I’m 

 
63 Source: As told by Inspector Lawrence Aimoe, Officer in Charge of 
the Police Dog Services for the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, 
“Amazing Police Dog Rescue: Woman Saved Twice in Her Lifetime.” 
Petside.com 2 February 2010 
<http://www.petside.com/article/amazing-police-dog-rescue-woman-
saved-twice-her-lifetime>. 
64 Source: “Dog Jumps On Sliding Door To Alert Family To Fire.” As-
sociated Press. 13 October 2009 <http://www.cbsnews.com/sto-
ries/2009/10/13/ap/strange/main5382707.shtml>. 
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low and then I blacked out. Dogs are able to sense high and 
low blood sugars. When your blood sugar starts to rise, your 
breath starts to get a sweet smell to it. So you’re able to tell 
the highness. But when you start to drop into the low, it more 
drops into the seizure.” Belle has been trained in emergen-
cies to find the telephone and bite down on number 9. Mr. 
Weaver said, “The phone will make a tone when it is con-
nected and she will bark or whine into the phone.” Buying 
the trained beagle cost over $8,000, but the purchase possi-
bly saved his life.65 

66. Cat Rescues Owner Within Hours of Being Adopted 

On 8 February 2012, Amy Jung and her son, Ethan, went to 
the Door County Humane Society in Sturgeon Bay, Wiscon-
sin, and adopted two cats. A few hours later, one of the cats 
saved Amy’s life. That night, Amy, who has had diabetes 
since age four, began having a seizure. Pudding, a 21-pound, 
orange-and-white cat, jumped on her chest. When she did 
not respond, he began to bite her nose and swat her face. 
Amy said that Pudding did “anything he could to pull me out 
of it [the seizure].” Amy regained consciousness long 
enough to call for her son. Pudding then went to her son’s 
room and jumped on his bed and woke him up. Ethan did not 
know that anything was wrong with Amy until Pudding 
woke him up. Ethan then got help for her. Amy thinks that 
she would have died that night if not for Pudding: “If some-
thing or someone hadn’t pulled me out of that, I wouldn’t be 
here.” Door County Humane Society Executive Director 
Carrie Counihan said, “Her doctor said she could have gone 
into a coma and not come out of it if much more time had 

 
65 Source: “Dog Makes Cell Phone Call To Save Owner’s Life.” The 
WillaWoman. 9 March 2006 
<http://willawoman.blogspot.com/2006/03/dog-makes-cell-phone-call-
to-save.html>. 
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gone by. The fact that Pudding did what he did without 
knowing her that well is just amazing to me.”66 

67. “We’re Firefighters, This is What We Do … We’re 
Going to Help Anybody, Anything, Anywhere, Any-
time” 

In October 2011 in Wausau, Wisconsin, Kim Carlson drove 
up to her house and discovered that it was burning and her 
beloved dog, a seven-year-old lab, Koda, was still inside. 
She said, “I was prepared to douse myself with water to get 
him, and Todd [not identified] said, ‘You can’t, Kim, you 
cannot go,’ and I said, ‘I have to get that dog. I love him.’” 
She added, “I ran upstairs and I only got up about halfway 
and the smoke was so thick, and so black and I kept yelling, 
‘Koda, Koda, where are you?’ because I knew when I left 
that he was lying on our bed.’” Jared Thompson and Jamie 
Giese of the Wausau Fire Department were the ones who 
rescued Koda from the bedroom. Kim said, “I can’t believe 
when I saw Koda come outside. “They carried him out, and 
I thought for sure he was no longer with us.” Jared and Jamie 
said, “We could see that he was struggling to breathe, and 
that’s when we decided to do a little mouth-to-snout resus-
citation.” It worked; Koda survived. Jared and Jamie said, 
“We’re firefighters, this is what we do, I don’t care if it’s an 
animal, this is what we’re going to do, we’re going to help 
anybody, anything, anywhere, anytime.” Kim said, “It’s 

 
66 Source: Samantha Hernandez, “Sturgeon Bay cat saves owner’s life.” 
Green Bay Press Gazette (Wisconsin). 19 February 2012 
<http://www.greenbaypressgazette.com/article/20120219/GPG0101/20
2190639/Sturgeon-Bay-cat-saves-owner-s-life>. Also: Laura T. Coffey, 
“Cat named Pudding rescues owner hours after his adoption.” To-
day.com. 23 February 2012 
<http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/46504285/ns/today-
good_news/#.T0kO5JhBR4c>. 
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truly a miracle, and I’m forever grateful to Jared and Jamie 
and the fire department and the police department.”67 

68. Before He was Murdered, Police Officer Jeremy 
Henwood Performed a Final Good Deed 

One of San Diego, California, Police officer Jeremy Hen-
wood’s final acts was buying a meal at McDonald’s for a 10-
year-old African-American boy who had some coins, but not 
enough for the meal he wanted. The security video came to 
light after a man in a black Audi murdered Officer Henwood 
on 6 August 2011. The man in a black Audi flashed his lights 
at Officer Henwood, who pulled over. The man in the Audi 
then pulled alongside the patrol car and used a shotgun to 
shoot Officer Henwood, who died the next day. San Diego 
Police Chief William Lansdowne said about Officer Hen-
wood’s final good deed, “The boy had some coins in his 
hand. Jeremy couldn’t make out how much, but it was clear 
that he didn’t have enough for the food that he wanted. With-
out a word being spoken, Jeremy bought the food and 
handed it to him.”68 

69. The Humanity Clause 

The father of syndicated columnist Froma Harrop worked in 
a box factory during the Great Depression. As you would 
probably expect, everyone was broke and desperate for 
money. However, her father told her that whenever overtime 

 
67 Source: Diana Normand, “Wausau Woman Thanks Firefighters Who 
Saved Dog’s Life.” WSAW (Wisconsin). Updated 21 October 2011 
<http://www.wsaw.com/home/headlines/Crews_at_Scene_of_House_F
ire_in_Wausau_132085108.html>. 
68 Source: “One last good deed: Video shows how police officer’s last 
act was to buy child McDonald’s minutes before he was shot dead in 
unprovoked attack.” Daily Mail (UK). 17 August 2011 
<http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2026854/Pictured-Jeremy-
Henwood-buys-child-McDonalds-meal-shot-dead.html>. 
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was available, the employees let it go to an employee who 
was raising children. Ms. Harrop explains, “The laborers 
were obeying the unwritten and unenforceable ‘humanity 
clause,’ whereby one gives up some personal gain in defer-
ence to another’s screaming need.”69 

70. Fighting Bigotry is a Good Deed 

Syndicated columnist Connie Schultz grew up in a Protestant 
home that had a Jack-and-Jesus wall: a painting of Jesus 
Christ hung next to a portrait of John F. Kennedy. A 
Protestant visitor once objected that Mr. Kennedy was a 
Catholic. Connie’s mother simply smiled and said that God 
loves everyone—including bigots. Connie says, “That was a 
short visit.”70 

71. A Sweet Reward for Heroism: “I Bought Him All 
Kinds of Ice Cream” 

In December 2002 in Tulsa, Oklahoma, six-year-old Justin 
Bishop may have saved the life of his one-year-old cousin, 
Stormi Keepers, who was visiting her grandmother, Catty 
Perryman. Stormi was playing and pulling out drawers from 
a dresser, on which was a television. Justin happened to walk 
into the room and noticed that the television was going to 
fall over onto Stormi. Fortunately, he pushed Stormi out of 
the way just as the television was falling. Ms. Perryman said, 
“'He went walking through there and saw what was going 
on. That’s when he ran toward her and pushed her out of the 
way. That’s quick thinking for a six-year-old.” Ms. 

 
69 Source: Froma Harrop, “The Missing ‘Humanity Clause’ at Bain.” 
Creators Syndicate. 12 January 2012 
<http://www.creators.com/liberal/froma-harrop/the-missing-humanity-
clause-at-bain.html>. 
70 Source: Connie Schultz, “Time To Talk Politics at the Dinner Table.” 
Creators Syndicate. 11 January 2012 <http://www.creators.com/lib-
eral/connie-schultz/time-to-talk-politics-at-the-dinner-table.html>. 



 63 

Perryman rewarded Justin for his heroism: “I bought him all 
kinds of ice cream.”71 

72. Christchurch, New Zealand, Survivor: “When I 
Think of February 22, All I See is My Rescuers. And I 
Smile. It’s a Wet and Salty Smile, But a Smile All The 
Same” 

On 22 February 2011, an earthquake struck the Canterbury 
region of New Zealand. Ann Brower and 12 other people 
were on a bus that was struck by a falling unreinforced brick 
building at 603-13 Colombo St. in Christchurch. Ms. Brower 
said, “I broke half a dozen bones or so, severed a tendon, 
spent two months in hospital and six months off work. And 
I was lucky. Twelve people died. I did not know them, but 
they forever travel with me.” She remembers that when she 
regained consciousness, she thought, “This is not an accepta-
ble situation. It cannot be happening.” And she remembers 
screaming. Ms. Brower also remembers the heroes who dug 
her out of the rubble: “On a deeper level, I owe my health to 
Doug, Rick, Paddy, Garry, Matt, Dave, Rob, Jordan, Ken, 
another Rick, Mike, Nathan, and half a dozen others who 
dug me out of the bus on Colombo. Not one of them was a 
professional rescuer, but they did an extraordinary thing that 
day.” Mike told her, “We’re going to get you out. We’re 
coming for you.” Ms. Brower said that in less than an hour, 
“They dug a meter of bricks off the collapsed roof of the bus, 
ripped the roof off with their bare hands, crawled into the 
bus, untangled me from the wires somehow wrapped round 

 
71 Source: “6-year-old pushes cousin to safety.” The Daily Ardmoreite 
(Ardmore, Oklahoma). 25 December 2002 
<http://www.ardmoreite.com/stories/122502/new_savior.shtml>. 
Posted at Real Life Little Heroes 
<http://www.chinastrategies.com/lithero.htm#6-year-
old%20pushes%20cousin%20to%20safety>. Accessed on 15 Septem-
ber 2011. 
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my ankles, lifted me out delicately, splinted my broken leg 
under the watchful eye of a nurse on site, flagged down an 
SUV and convinced the driver to take us to hospital, lifted 
me gently into the SUV, parted the Red Sea of already grid-
locked traffic on Tuam St., held my unbroken hand and told 
me stories in the back, and delivered me to the emergency 
department.” One of the rescuers stayed with her in the hos-
pital for an additional two hours. He held her hand while her 
broken bones in her leg were reset, and she said that she 
nearly broke his hand by squeezing hard due to the pain. 
When the hero left, a female medical student held her hand 
until she entered the surgical room. During her recovery 
from her injuries, she met the Dalai Lama, whose counsel 
was to not focus on the fact that she could have died in the 
earthquake, but instead to focus on the fact that she had sur-
vived. She and other survivors have lives to lead and contri-
butions to make. Ms. Brower said that she does focus on the 
positives: “When I think of February 22, all I see is my res-
cuers. And I smile. It’s a wet and salty smile, but a smile all 
the same.”72 

73. Joseph Tehau Pohio: Christchurch, New Zealand 
Earthquake Hero 

Among the heroes following the February 2011 earthquake 
in and around Christchurch, New Zealand, was City Council 
worker Joseph Tehau Pohio, who died while saving the life 
of an elderly woman. She was injured in Cashel Mall, and he 
was helping her when an aftershock struck. Falling rubble 
crushed and killed him. Joseph was single, but his cousin 
Rodney Pohio said that his friends “were always full-time 
trying to find him a partner. He had a lot of women who 

 
72 Source: Ann Brower, “Bus survivor praises her heroic rescuers.” 
Stuff (New Zealand). 13 February 2012 
<http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/6405913/Bus-survivor-praises-her-
heroic-rescuers>. 
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loved him because he was [a] loveable sort of guy.” At a 
February 2012 awards ceremony honoring the heroes of the 
earthquake, Governor General Sir Jerry Mataparae told Mr. 
Pohio’s parents, “One life was saved by his action and in that 
action, Joe lost his own life.” At the awards ceremony, Prime 
Minister John Key said, “In the worst of times, we see the 
best of New Zealanders. In such times of tragedy, New Zea-
landers really step up to help their fellow human beings and 
in doing so help their friends and their community. This is 
not a thing we have experienced before … it was a scene of 
great horror … there were some incredible acts of bravery. 
It is absolutely right that we have recognized that today.” 
Fellow City Council worker Fiona Lees said about Mr. 
Pohio, “He was out on the street helping someone, and lost 
his life in doing so. That is typical Joe.”73 

74. Chris Nutsford: Risk-Taking Earthquake Hero 

In February 2011, an earthquake struck Christchurch, New 
Zealand. One of the many heroes who responded was Chris 
Nutsford, who came to the aid of victims trapped in the five-
story Pyne Gould Corporation building, which had col-
lapsed, killing 18 people. Mr. Nutsford said, “It was kind of 
fun in a twisted way. To me, I like risk. I’m a bit twisted.” 
After the earthquake, he went to the building and said to the 
firefighter in charge, “‘Look, I’m a climber, and I’m a 

 
73 Source: “Joseph Pohio.” New Zealand Herald. 25 February 2011 
<http://www.nzherald.co.nz/christchurch-earthquake-
victims/news/article.cfm?c_id=1503038&objectid=10708692>. Also: 
Kurt Bayer, Anna Leask, Anna Turner of the Star, APNZ and Herald 
Online, “Christchurch quake heroes honoured.” New Zealand Herald. 
22 February 2012 
<http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=107
87282&ref=rss>. Also: Anna Leask, “Quake—a year on: Shaken city 
honours its heroes: Joseph Pohio.” New Zealand Herald. 23 February 
2012 <http://www.nzherald.co.nz/christchurch-
earthquake/news/article.cfm?c_id=1502981&objectid=10787393>. 
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builder, and I’m pretty able and fit, if you need me.’ And he 
said, ‘Yeah, sweet, can you climb the ladder?’” Mr. Nutsford 
climbed onto the rubble and went to the rear of the building, 
where he heard the voices of three trapped women. He said, 
“I was trying to find different pockets to go into to get closer 
to them, and [it took] pretty much a good hour until I found 
a finger … poking up through a little hole. There were tears 
of joy and everything.” The women were in a restroom, and 
the cubicles prevented a concrete floor from falling and 
crushing them to death. Rescuers used electric saws to cut 
through wreckage—a “spaghetti nightmare” made of steel—
and reach the women, who were rescued. Throughout the 
rescue, aftershocks from the earthquake could have killed 
the rescuers.74 

75. Erwin Polczak: “At the Time, It was Very, Very 
Dangerous. But I Really Want to Help People” 

Erwin Polczak, a 37-year-old Polish man, became a hero fol-
lowing the February 2011 Earthquake in Christchurch, New 
Zealand. He used a crowbar and any other tools he could 
find, including brooms, to dig four survivors out from under 
building rubble, despite the presence of aftershocks that 
could have caused more rubble to fall and kill him. Mr. 
Polczak said, “At the time, it was very, very dangerous. But 
I really want to help people. I don’t think at the time about 
the danger.” In February 2012, the Royal Humane Society 
gave him this citation for bravery: “It was very tight under 
the rubble and Erwin was getting squashed by the surround-
ing materials with every aftershock. He risked his life for 

 
74 Source: Jarrod Booker, “Quake—a year on: Shaken city honours its 
heroes: Chris Nutsford.” New Zealand Herald. 23 February 2012 
<http://www.nzherald.co.nz/christchurch-
earthquake/news/article.cfm?c_id=1502981&objectid=10787393>. 
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these four others.” He also volunteered to deliver food to the 
Christchurch red zone (a hard-hit area).75 

76. Murray Straight: “Then I Saw All These Faces 
Looking Out Through a Plate-Glass Window. My Next 
Job Was to Try and Break that Window” 

Following the February 2011 earthquake in Christchurch, 
New Zealand, Murray Straight rescued 15 people. He was 
having coffee when the earthquake struck. He went outside 
and saw a smashed brick wall. He said, “I could see five or 
six people standing around in a huddle. I knew something 
had happened and later found out a man had been killed. I 
thought there was enough of them there, so I looked around 
to see if there were any other people that needed help. I 
looked above me and I could see a lady looking at me from 
a broken window.” He found a ladder and climbed up to the 
woman’s window. He said, “When I got her out, she said, 
‘There’s another 14 people in there.’” Behind the woman, he 
saw only rubble, but then he heard banging from behind a 
wall. He said, “I moved the ladder, climbed up and walked 
along a ledge. Then I saw all these faces looking out through 
a plate-glass window. My next job was to try and break that 
window.” He tried using a brick, but it bounced harmlessly 
off the window. He then found tools and removed the rubber 
seal that was on the outside of the window. He tried prying 
out the aluminum seal with a knife, but the knife broke, so 
he tried using the brick again. Eventually, the brick broke 
through the window and then he used a chair to smash the 
remaining glass. Mr. Straight said, “I helped the people 

 
75 Source: Jarrod Booker, “Quake—a year on: Shaken city honours its 
heroes: Erwin Polczak.” New Zealand Herald. 23 February 2012 
<http://www.nzherald.co.nz/christchurch-
earthquake/news/article.cfm?c_id=1502981&objectid=10787393>. 
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down and then went with them to the Square. I’ve caught up 
with them a few times since, which has been nice.”76 

77. Ahsei Sopoaga: New Zealand’s Superman 

On 22 February 2011, an earthquake struck Christchurch, 
New Zealand. One of the heroes in the aftermath of the earth-
quake was Ahsei Sopoaga, who is from Little River near 
Akaroa. He was born in Samoa, and at the time of the earth-
quake he was in the Christchurch central business district 
with his wife, Suzanne. The father of five removed heavy 
slabs of concrete in a desperate attempt to get to an injured 
man. Mr. Sopoaga said, “It was just some things that were 
on top of him and had to be removed. I’m really not sure how 
heavy it was.” Unfortunately, the injured man, Jaime Gilbert, 
age 22, later died. However, his sister Amy, who was also 
trapped in the rubble, and who held Jaime’s hand, survived. 
Mr. Sopoaga said, “There was a lot of confusion and scream-
ing going on. I just tried to help out as best I could.” He saw 
a dead tourist, but since he could do nothing to help her, he 
moved on to find someone he could help. He then saw people 
trying to get to a man who was trapped under some rubble. 
He said, “I saw some of them struggling to get a couple of 
the big blocks off. Not many people came and helped, so I 
just had to get in there. I just instinctively got in there and 
pulled those out. I was concerned about the guy because his 
sister was yelling out for him.” His wife said that when an 
aftershock hit, people scrambled for cover. Suzanne said, “A 
police officer was yelling out, ‘He’s still got a pulse! He’s 
still got a pulse!’ Ahsei ran back in after the aftershock hit. 
I’m screaming from the sideline, telling him to come back. I 
thought the building could come down at any time. I had 

 
76 Source: Anna Leask, “Quake—a year on: Shaken city honours its he-
roes: Murray Straight.” New Zealand Herald. 23 February 2012 
<http://www.nzherald.co.nz/christchurch-
earthquake/news/article.cfm?c_id=1502981&objectid=10787393>. 
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three kids to get back to an hour’s drive from town.” Jaime 
was still alive. Mr. Sopoaga said, “I grabbed his hand, and 
he wrapped his little finger around mine. I was trying to en-
courage him that we were there and were trying the best we 
could to get him out of there. There was no reply; he was so 
badly broken up.” After he helped carry Jaime to a van, 
which took Jaime and his sister to get medical attention, he 
and his wife went home to their children. Suzanne is proud 
of her husband: “He’s always my hero, he was my hero be-
fore this. It’s in his nature, it’s just who he is. He’s the type 
of person who would help anyone out. All he wants out of 
this is that Jaime be remembered.” Because of his heroic ac-
tions in moving heavy slabs of concrete, Mr. Sopoaga has 
been called “New Zealand’s Superman.” He, however, is a 
modest hero: “I just tried to help. Adrenaline just kicked in. 
People were screaming. The guy was underneath there; 
something had to be done. I couldn’t just stand there. I ap-
preciate what people are saying, but there are so many real 
heroes. I was just trying to help out, like everyone else.”77 

78. Seven-Year-Old Boy Raises Alarm 

In January 2012, disaster occurred on a farm in the North 
Canterbury area of New Zealand. A powerline fire burned 
through a bracket holding an 11,000-volt line, causing it to 
droop. Constable John Eagle, of Culverden, said that the 

 
77 Source: Tony Wall, “‘He’s always my hero, it’s in his nature.’” Fair-
fax NZ News. 27 February 2011 
<http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/christchurch-
earthquake/4709093/Hes-always-my-hero-its-in-his-nature>. Also: 
“The Real Samoan Hero - Christchurch Earthquake February 2011.” 
YouTube. Accessed 13 February 2012. 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8T6kJZQW2UE>. Also: Celeste 
Gorrell Anstiss, “Christchurch earthquake: Quiet hero becomes a Face-
book sensation.” New Zealand Herald. 27 February 2011 
<http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=107
09041>. 
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powerline “has killed three cows in the paddock. The farmer 
went out to check his stock and noticed the three cows. He’s 
been struck by, or come in contact with, the powerline.” The 
farmer was Brendon Edward Walker, age 39, who was killed 
instantly. His wife and seven-year-old son went out to inves-
tigate, and she was severely injured by the powerline. Fortu-
nately, the couple’s son ran for help. Constable Eagle said, 
“This young man has been confronted by everyone’s worst 
nightmare but has had the presence of mind to run back to 
the house and call for help. Everybody’s pretty impressed by 
the bravery of the seven-year-old boy when you see mum 
and dad lying there and can leave them to get help.” The 
boy’s nine-year-old sister was back at their house, and to-
gether the two children called emergency services. Mr. Ea-
gle said that emergency staff told him that “two children 
[were] on the line, saying their parents are trapped under a 
powerline. The boy’s nine-year-old sister was in the house 
when the incidents happened. They were upset, but they still 
managed to give us enough information so we knew where 
they were and what happened.” A neighbor was able to pull 
Mrs. Walker away from the dangerous area; she was taken 
to Christchurch Hospital, where her condition was stable.78 

79. Four-Year-Old Kanden Jones Helps Save Diabetic 
Grandfather’s Life 

In the winter of 2011, four-year-old Kanden Jones and his 
grandfather, Carl Jones, went deer hunting on a massive deer 
lease in Liberty County, Texas. However, Carl felt woozy 
because of his diabetes and passed out. Carl said, “My dia-
betes, my sugar got too low, and I knew it was starting to get 
low. That’s why we was going back to camp.” Young Kan-
den knew how to work a smart phone and got help—

 
78 Source: Nicole Mathewson, “Hero boy praised for raising alarm.” 
Stuff (New Zealand). 30 January 2012 <http://www.stuff.co.nz/na-
tional/6332946/Hero-boy-praised-for-raising-alarm>. 
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although it took some time. Kanden said, “I called that but-
ton, but it wasn’t working so I called that button. I pressed 
the camera button.” He recorded a video. He said, “I was just 
running back and forth. I wasn’t afraid of nothing. I was cry-
ing ’cause I wanted my parents.” Kanden’s father’s phone 
number was already logged into the iPhone, and Kanden 
managed to dial it. He told his father, Jarret Jones, that Carl 
was sleeping. Jarret stated, “I said, ‘He’s asleep?’ He said, 
‘Yeah.’ And he kept yelling to my dad, ‘Hey Paw-Paw, 
Daddy wants to talk to you, Daddy wants to talk to you.’ And 
I knew because of my dad’s diabetes that something was 
wrong.” Kanden’s parents and other family members went 
to the deer lease and searched for two hours before they 
found Kanden and his grandfather. Kanden’s mother, Tif-
fany Jones, stated, “I said, ‘Bubba, if you hear us, you have 
to holler back and let Mommy know.’ Two seconds later he 
says, ‘Momma, I’m right here.’” Carl was by Kanden. The 
Jones family called police and an ambulance. Carl recov-
ered. He said, “I think somebody, I just really think it wasn’t 
my time to go. I think the good Lord was telling me, ‘Carl, 
you need to wake up.’”79 

80. Four-Year-Old Calls 911 and Helps Save Mother’s 
Life 

On 29 September 2011 in Urbandale, Iowa, Raine Arnold, 
who has type 1 diabetes, went into insulin shock and passed 
out at home while looking after her four-year-son, Khayden, 
and the three-year-old daughter of a friend. Fortunately, 
Khayden called 911 (the United States’ emergency tele-
phone number) and directed police to their home. Raine said, 
“I let him know how proud I was that he did everything 
right.” As soon as her sons, Jordyn, age six, and Khayden, 

 
79 Source: Cynthia Cisneros, “Boy, 4, saves grandfather’s life.” KTRK-
TV (Houston, Texas). 5 December 2011 
<http://abclocal.go.com/ktrk/story?section=news/local&id=8454446>. 
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were able to recognize numbers, she began teaching them 
how to call 911. She said, “As soon as I knew they were able 
to operate a phone, I started teaching them on a landline. I 
taught them just in case.” Khayden still has some trouble 
with numbers. He said, “I called 991.” Khayden called Polk 
County Dispatcher Maggie Brodeur, who at first was unable 
to determine the location of the Arnolds’ home because 
Khayden was using a cell phone. She tried several times to 
get young Khayden to give her his address. At one point, 
Khayden told her slowly and emphatically that he lived in I-
O-WA. Eventually, emergency personnel made it to the Ar-
nolds’ home. Raine said that she wants other parents to “def-
initely just understand that a kid’s potential is way higher 
than you think it would be.” Shannon Sandahl, a licensed 
social worker who works with children and adolescents, said 
about young children, “At four, they are pretty concrete 
thinkers. I don’t think he understood that there was some-
thing real serious with mom and she could possibly die. He 
just knew that mom was not waking up and that was not nor-
mal.”80 

81. Ashley Faulkner, Age Eight: “Just Stay on Task and 
Be Brave” 

On 11 February 2012 in Fairfax, Ohio, which is near Cincin-
nati, an eight-year-old girl saved her mother’s life by calling 
911. The mother, Christa Faulkner, was attempting to thaw 
a frozen car door when she started shaking. Her 2nd-grade 
daughter, Ashley, assisted her to the steps of their home. 
Ashley then took her mother’s cell phone and called 911, 
saying, “Is this 911? My Mom’s shaking and she’s having 
an attack.” The 911 operator asked, “Is she bleeding 

 
80 Source: Anne Carothers-Kay, “Urbandale Mom Calls 4-Year-Old 
Who Saved Her Life ‘Extraordinary.’” Patch (Urbandale, Iowa). 28 
October 2011 <http://urbandale.patch.com/articles/urbandale-mom-
calls-4-year-old-who-saved-her-life-extraordinary>. 



 73 

anywhere?” Ashley replied, “No. She’s just having a sei-
zure.” Police quickly arrived, and the 911 operator told the 
officer who took the cell phone from Ashley, “She did an 
awesome job, that little girl.” Christa went to the hospital 
and recovered. Ashley said, “I just did it. I was just trying to 
stay nice and calm. Stayed on my task and only thought 
about what she was talking about—the person on the phone 
was talking about.” Christa Faulkner said, “I’m just glad she 
saved me. But that’s the way I look at it. She saved her Mom. 
She saved her Mom’s life is what I’m looking at.” Ashley 
Faulkner had advice for other people in emergency situa-
tions: “Just stay on task and be brave.”81 

82. An Unusual Life-Saving Technique 

In January 2012, seven-year-old Rita Lawlor of Sarasota, 
Florida, won a life-saving award; however, part of her life-
saving technique is unusual and not likely to be recom-
mended by professionals. When Rita could not wake up her 
mother, she took action, explaining, “I called 911, but first I 
slapped her with a piece of pizza.” When her mother did not 
wake up, Rita knew that she needed to call for help. Rita said 
that after she called 911, “They did ask where I lived and my 
number, and I had to tell them what kind of house and I had 
to stand outside on the lawn and I saw the ambulance com-
ing.” Firefighter/paramedic Chris Zengel said, “We walked 
up and said, ‘Are you the one who called 911?’ And as we 
walked up she started telling us what was going on. She 
couldn’t wake up her mom. She kept trying to wake her up 

 
81 Source: “Fairfax Girl Called A Hero For Saving Mom’s Life.” 
WKRC (Cincinnati, Ohio). 21 February 2012 
<http://www.local12.com/news/local/story/Fairfax-Girl-Called-A-
Hero-For-Saving-Moms-Life/EFavKBbzgk-
UEQruBjo7iA.cspx?rss=30>. 
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and just couldn’t wake her up, so she called 911.” Her 
mother, Virginia, is doing well.82 

83. “He’s My Little Hero. I Wouldn’t be Here Right 
Now If It Wasn’t for Him”  

On 19 January 2012, Frankie Ford Jr.’s mother suffered a 
severe asthma attack and went into respiratory arrest. The 
six-year-old, a 1st-grader in Commercial Township, New 
Jersey, was alone with her because his father had already 
gone to work. Frankie saved his mother’s life by calling 911. 
His mother, Debbie Ford, said, “He’s my little hero. I 
wouldn’t be here right now if it wasn’t for him.” When 
Frankie called 911, he said, “Please … my mom’s dying.” 
His mother was gasping for breath, but she mumbled her ad-
dress loud enough for the 911 operator to hear her. When the 
Emergency Medical Technicians arrived, Debbie had a pulse 
but she was not breathing. Laurel Lake Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue Company EMT Veronica Trio said, “I was terrified. 
I was really afraid that she was not going to make it. A cou-
ple more minutes and she would have gone into cardiac ar-
rest.” Debbie recovered, and the Laurel Lake Volunteer Fire 
and Rescue Company rewarded Frankie with a hero’s plaque 
and a brand-new blue BMX mongoose bike.83 

 
82 Source: “This will take some topping! Girl, 7, saves unconscious 
mother by slapping her with slice of pizza.” Daily Mail (UK). 25 Janu-
ary 2012 <http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2091560/This-
topping-Girl-7-saves-unconscious-mother-slapping-piece-pizza.html>. 
83 Source: MSNBC.com and NBC News, “’My mom’s dying’: 6-year-
old who called 911 hailed as hero.” MSNBC.com. 14 February 2012 
<http://usnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/02/14/10405580-my-
moms-dying-6-year-old-who-called-911-hailed-as-hero>. Also: Cydney 
Long and David Chang, “6-Year-Old Boy Saves Mom's Life.” NBC 
Philadelphia. 14 February 2012 
<http://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/6-Year-Old-Boy-Saves-
Moms-Life--139263273.html>. 
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84. “Jasiah, Thank You for Saving My Life” 

In early March 2012 in San Antonio, Texas, kindergartener 
Jasiah Rubalcava saved the life of his friend, Nicholas Car-
vajal, after Nicholas began choking on a Cheeto in the school 
cafeteria. Nicholas said, “I was eating a chip and I started 
choking and he jumped up.” Jasiah, who performed the 
Heimlich Maneuver on his friend, said, “And the Cheeto got 
out.” According to Nicholas, Jasiah learned the Heimlich 
Maneuver by watching the Disney sitcom The Suite Life of 
Zack and Cody. Nicholas told his friend, “Jasiah, thank you 
for saving my life.” Nicholas’s father, Chris, said about him, 
“He has a habit of eating his food too fast, so he’s learning 
to slow [down].” Both boys are age six.84 

85. 3rd-Grader Saves Life of Classmate 

In February 2012, 3rd-grader Timothy Konzelman saved the 
life of one of his best friends: classmate Kelsey Rainey, 
whom he had known since the 1st grade. She began choking 
after taking a big bite of food, and eight-year-old Timothy 
performed the Heimlich Maneuver on her 10 times before 
the food became dislodged. Timothy learned the Heimlich 
Maneuver both from watching TV and from being taught by 
his father, a pharmacist. Kelsey said that when she was chok-
ing, she was “this scared” (she held her hand above her 
head), but after her friend saved her she was “this scared” 
(she held her hand at neck level).85 

 
84 Source: Philip Caulfield, “Texas kindergartener saves choking friend 
with Heimlich maneuver.” New York Daily News. 8 March 2012 
<http://www.nydailynews.com/life-style/health/texas-kindergartener-
saves-choking-friend-heimlich-maneuver-article-1.1035314?local-
LinksEnabled=false>. 
85 Source: “3rd grader a hero for saving choking friend.” CBS (Albany, 
Oregon). 17 February 2012 
<http://www.todaysthv.com/news/article/196607/70/3rd-grader-a-hero-
for-saving-choking-friend>. Also: Video at 
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86. Eight-Year-Old Saves Two-Year-Old Brother with 
Heimlich Maneuver 

In December 2011 in Jonesboro, Georgia, while visiting his 
great-grandmother’s home, eight-year-old Malik Gipson 
saved the life of his two-year-old brother, Michael, who 
started choking on a piece of hard peppermint candy. Their 
great-grandmother, Elaine Pines, age 66, said, “Just as I 
looked around, Michael was slobbering at the mouth. And I 
said, ‘Malik! He swallowed it.’” Because Ms. Pines was 
holding their baby sister, Malik took action. He said, “I was 
scared. I was thinking he was going to pass away. I grabbed 
him by the chest and kept doing the Heimlich maneuver and 
kept doing it until it came out.” Malik then ran to get his 
parents. His mother, Camellia, said, “We didn’t think it was 
anything at first, but when Elaine came to the door, she was 
shaking and frantic. But Michael still had color in his face 
and he was breathing, so we didn’t call an ambulance.” She 
added, “The night of the incident, we were sitting in the car, 
and Michael said, ‘Malik saved my life.’ And it brought me 
to tears. For a two-year old to say something like that, at that 
moment, it was very touching.” Jeff Hood, Fire Chief of the 
Clayton County fire department, which gave Michael a fire 
helmet and a tour of the fire station, as well as a life-saving 
award, said, “Throughout my career in public safety and as 
Fire Chief, I have had the opportunity to shake the hand of 
many brave men and women that serve our community with 
honor, courage and commitment. Today, I have had the priv-
ilege to shake the hand of another brave young man, Malik 
Gipson. His actions were of those seasoned with maturity 
and that same honor and courage. Malik is an example to all 
his peers and even the professionals, that it is our dedication 
and commitment to one another that makes human life so 

 
<http://www.todaysthv.com/video/1458315752001/1/3rd-grader-a-
hero-for-saving-choking-friend>. 
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dear.” How did Malik learn to do the Heimlich maneuver? 
He said, “I watched a TV show on Disney XD.”86 

87. “There is No Doubt in My Mind I Wouldn’t be Alive 
to Talk to You Today if It Wasn’t For This Man. He is 
My Hero” 

On 18 February 2012, a 59-year-old woman from Rotorua, 
New Zealand, was eating at The Naked Grape, a restaurant 
in Tauranga, New Zealand, when she began choking. The 
woman, who wished to remain anonymous, said, “I started 
coughing and just couldn’t stop and was struggling to 
breathe.” She left her table and leaned over a railing and tried 
to restore her breathing. She said, “I started feeling pins and 
needles in my hands, arms, and chest, and my fingers also 
started curling. I just thought, ‘This is it—this is the end of 
world for me for sure.’” Other people attempted to help her, 
and then a man said loudly, “Get out of the way.” He then 
gave her first aid. She said, “I have been told it possibly was 
the Heimlich Maneuver but whatever he did, it worked, alt-
hough nothing came out of my mouth.” Her rescuer then 
went back to his table as if nothing out of the ordinary had 
happened. She said, “It made me think he might have been 
an off-duty paramedic or policeman. There is no doubt in my 
mind I wouldn’t be alive to talk to you today if it wasn’t for 
this man. He is my hero. I wouldn’t wish this to happen to 
anyone else. It was a really scary experience.” She had a sore 
throat afterward. She added, “I also had bruising on my 
stomach which looked like I had gone nine rounds with Mike 
Tyson. I did say thank-you to my rescuer, but unfortunately 
I didn’t get his name when I left the restaurant, and I’d love 
to be able to thank him again.” Her sister-in-law said about 

 
86 Source: Jessica Blank, “Boy honored for saving younger brother with 
Heimlich maneuver.” NBC News. 24 January 2012 
<http://dailynightly.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/24/10226913-boy-
honored-for-saving-younger-brother-with-heimlich-maneuver>. 
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the hero, “We don’t know who you are, but you are our hero. 
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. I couldn’t imagine 
not having her around as she has been my rock since my hus-
band died eight years ago.”87 

88. Right Place, Right Time 

On 3 September 2003, trucker and 25-year volunteer fireman 
Art Lucas delivered to the New York State Firemen’s Home 
and Museum in Hudson, New York, a three-ton sculpture 
commemorating heroism in New York City on 9-11. After-
ward, he and the sculpture’s creator, Brian Pfeiffer, a close 
friend, stopped at a restaurant in Ghent, New York, in part 
because it had parking for trucks. While they were seated at 
a table, restaurant employees asked if anyone knew CPR. A 
waitress had fallen, hit her head, and bitten her tongue. She 
was unconscious. Mr. Lucas, who is an Advanced Emer-
gency Medical Technician, said later, “She was pulse-less 
and wasn’t breathing.” He cleared her airway and gave her 
CPR, with Mr. Pfeiffer assisting. On 11 September 2001, 
Lucas went to New York City and worked in the morgue be-
side a medical examiner. He took DNA samples and tried to 
identity the victims. He said, “It’s not pleasant, but you learn 
techniques to deal with it.” The sculpture he delivered is ti-
tled Unity and shows a firefighter, a police officer, and an 
emergency medical technician holding hands with a man, a 
woman, and a child in honor of those who served and those 
who died, who of course were sometimes the same people.88 

 
87 Source: Sandra Conchie, “Diner saved from choking in restaurant 
seeks mystery rescuer.” New Zealand Herald. 28 February 2012 
<http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=107
88462>. 
88 Source: “Right Time, Right Place.” Truckers News. 10 September 
2004 <http://www.truckersnews.com/right-time-right-place/>. 
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89. “You Gave This Person a Fighting Chance to Sur-
vive. You Gave This Person’s Loved Ones a Chance To 
See Their Relative and Friend Again. You Gave the Gift 
of Life” 

On 17 November 2011, early in the morning, a Good Samar-
itan was driving down a street in Waynesboro, Virginia, 
when the Good Samaritan saw someone collapse. The Good 
Samaritan stopped and investigated and called 911. The per-
son who had collapsed went into cardiac arrest and the Good 
Samaritan administered CPR until emergency medical tech-
nicians arrived, took over the patient care, and took the per-
son to a hospital. In a letter to the editor of The News Virgin-
ian, Susan Sweet, Waynesboro First Aid Crew president, 
wrote, “At the scene, our EMTs were busy providing medi-
cal care and did not have the opportunity to get your name, 
or to thank you. So, I wanted to take a moment to do so. After 
someone stops breathing, it takes only four to six minutes 
before lack of oxygen results in brain damage and eventually 
death. It would have been very easy for you to continue on 
your way that morning and not get involved. However, you 
made a decision to stop and help. Had you not done so, this 
person would have had a very different outcome. Instead, 
you gave this person a fighting chance to survive. You gave 
this person’s loved ones a chance to see their relative and 
friend again. You gave the gift of life. Thank you for taking 
the time to stop that morning and help a complete stranger. 
God bless you and your family during this holiday season 
and always.”89 

 
89 Source: Susan Sweet, “Letter to editor: Thank you, Good Samaritan, 
for helping.” The News Virginian (Waynesboro, Virginia). 29 Novem-
ber 2011 <http://www2.newsvirginian.com/news/wnv-
news/2011/nov/29/letter-editor-thank-you-good-samaritan-helping-ar-
1499920/>. 
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90. “Not Everyone Wants to Go into Burning Buildings 
and Help People Out” 

In June 2007, a mystery Good Samaritan saved the life of 
Jennifer Winks, age 65, by dragging her out of a burning 
house on the Gold Coast of Australia. But after making sure 
that she was being taken care of by emergency personnel, he 
disappeared. Ricky Smyth, officer in charge of Southport 
ambulance station, said, “‘Heroic’ would be the word to de-
scribe him. He’d be the sort of character who would certainly 
deserve a bravery award. Not everyone wants to go into 
burning buildings and help people out.” The mystery Good 
Samaritan had kicked down Ms. Winks’ door and then car-
ried the unconscious Ms. Winks outside to safety. Mr. Smyth 
said, “He sort of milled around until we’d assisted the lady 
and then disappeared afterwards. Once we loaded her into 
the ambulance and assessed her, he was gone. His actions 
were heroic in nature. She certainly would’ve, if not per-
ished, suffered life-threatening injuries.” The mystery Good 
Samaritan was described as having an olive complexion and 
being in his mid-30s.90 

91. “Ms. Ada, Come on. We Have to Get You Out of 
Here. The House Next Door is on Fire” 

In January 2012, a grease fire broke out in a kitchen at a du-
plex at Miami Gardens, Florida, and quickly spread. Witness 
Greg Saunders said, “Maybe less than two minutes, they 
went into the house, and it was just flames all inside the 
house.” On the other side of the duplex, a paraplegic named 
Ada Manning was asleep. Fortunately, her neighbor, Mike 
Ables, and his wife rescued her. Mr. Ables said, “I didn’t 
even tie my shoes up. I just threw them on.” Ms. Manning 

 
90 Source: “Good Samaritan a hero for saving woman.” The Age (Mel-
bourne, Australia). 5 June 2007 <http://news.theage.com.au/na-
tional/good-samaritan-a-hero-for-saving-woman-20070605-gu0.html>. 
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said, “I didn’t know anything. All I know is, my neighbors 
were in the house, and they said, ‘Ms. Ada, come on. We 
have to get you out of here. The house next door is on fire.’ 
So they came and they got my chair because I’m crippled.” 
Mr. Ables said, “She was sleeping, and she jumped out of 
bed, and she was limping, trying to get to me. When she got 
close, she just fell in my arms.” Everyone got safely out of 
the duplex with no injuries. Ms. Manning said about her 
neighbors, “If it wasn’t for them, I feel like I wouldn’t be 
sitting here. They took the time to come over. They didn’t 
know whether I was in there or not. I love them. They’re 
good neighbors.”91 

92. “Finally Somebody Passed By and Grabbed Her and 
Took Her Out” 

On 4 January 2012 in Miami, Florida, fire broke out at the 
home of 96-year-old Estrella Aviles, who did not want to 
leave. Neighbor Lourdes Gonzalez heard screams: “I real-
ized the screams were different, the screaming for something 
that was happening, and when I came outside, I saw from my 
window, I saw the fire, and it was scary. She was grabbing 
something, she refused to get out, and finally somebody 
passed by and grabbed her and took her out. […] It scared 
me because of her, because I didn’t know if somebody was 
able to take her out of the house or not. And then I started 
asking people, ‘Did you see the lady? Did you see the lady?’ 
Then somebody told me that she was sitting right there, and 
I was relieved.” After the fire, which destroyed her home, 
Ms. Aviles stayed with her caretaker until other arrange-
ments could be worked out. Luis Valdeon and his charitable 
group gave Ms. Aviles a $1,000 check to help out. He 

 
91 Source: “Crews extinguish grease fire inside duplex.” WSVN-TV 
(Miami and Fort Lauderdale, Florida). 6 January 2012 
<http://www.wsvn.com/news/articles/local/21006349934297/crews-
extinguish-grease-fire-inside-duplex/>. 
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explained, “Somebody called me and said, ‘Hey, here’s one 
that needs help. She has no clothes, no food, and she’s living 
with a caretaker and needs help.” Aleco Haralambides said, 
“People donate money for situations exactly like this. Fortu-
nately, we had some money left over from the last fundraiser 
we did for people who are in foreclosure, or whose homes 
are being threatened for different reasons.”92 

93. Catch a Falling Child—or Two 

Shamel Lawrence, age 26 and a former police officer, helped 
save two young children from a raging fire in Queens, New 
York. Going outside after hearing yelling, he saw a building 
on fire. Sandra Goncalves was dangling her nine-month-old 
son from a 2nd-floor window from which smoke was pour-
ing. Mr. Lawrence said, “That girl was determined. She was 
screaming, ‘Please, please, please take my baby!’” Another 
hero arrived who happened to be driving nearby in a van: an 
unidentified maintenance worker for Walgreen’s. Ms. Gon-
calves dropped her baby, and the two heroes caught him in 
their cradled hands. Next, a little girl jumped from a 2nd-floor 
window. They caught her. Mr. Lawrence said, “We didn’t 
have time to be afraid. I love kids. I was just in the right place 
at the right time.” He added, “I was thinking, ‘Wow! Did I 
really do that? I feel great that I’m helping someone see an-
other day.” Tamika Shaw, age 20, who was hosting Ms. 
Goncalves and her children, said, “We didn’t have anywhere 
else to go but downstairs, and that’s where the fire was—we 
were trapped. We had to go right to the window and stick 

 
92 Source: “Good Samaritan saves elderly resident from house fire.” 
WSVN-TV (Florida). 5 January 2012 
<http://www.wsvn.com/news/articles/local/21006343216965/good-
samaritan-saves-elderly-resident-from-house-fire/>. Also: “Good Sa-
maritan gives fire victim $1,000 check.” WSVN-TV (Florida). 6 Janu-
ary 2012 <http://www.wsvn.com/news/articles/lo-
cal/21006350373481/good-samaritan-gives-fire-victim-1-000-check/>. 
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our heads out. We were yelling like crazy for help.” Fire-
fighters used a ladder to rescue the six adults in the apart-
ment; the fire station was across the street from the burning 
apartment. Ms. Shaw said, “They had to bust out the two 
windows and get us. I’m happy we didn’t die.”93 

94. Help for a Deceased Hero’s Family 

On 24 February 2012, fire broke out at a home in Brighton 
Beach in Brooklyn, New York City. Jhordan Caballero, age 
18, rescued his eight-year-old brother, and then attempted to 
rescue an elderly neighbor. Firefighters rescued the elderly 
neighbor, but Jhordan died of smoke-related injuries. Jhor-
dan’s family, who had come to the United States from Peru 
five years previously, lacked money to pay for his funeral, 
but others helped them. Jhordan’s father, Jorge Caballero, 
said, “I am so grateful for all the help we have gotten. At 
least this gives us some relief.” John LaGreca, director of the 
John J. Healy funeral home, worked with All Saints Ceme-
tery to acquire a burial spot and with St. Mark’s Church to 
arrange for the funeral mass at no cost to the Caballero fam-
ily. Mr. LaGreca said, “It’s a tragedy. This family has noth-
ing. It’s the least we could do.” In addition, New York Daily 
News readers contributed over $2,000 for the Caballero fam-
ily. Brighton Beach resident Janet Veksler and her mother 
donated $100. Ms. Veksler said, “We’re hoping they can use 
the money for a deposit on a new apartment or for supplies. 
It’s for whatever they need and right now they need every-
thing.” Jorge Caballero said, “The family is extremely upset. 

 
93 Source: Erik Badia and Lisa Colangelo, “Hero Shamel Lawrence 
catches two kids dropped from second floor of burning Queens home.” 
New York Daily News. 23 February 2012 
<http://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/hero-shamel-lawrence-
catches-kids-dropped-floor-burning-queens-home-article-
1.1027622?localLinksEnabled=false&utm_source=feed-
burner&utm_medium=feed&utm_cam-
paign=Feed%3A+nydnrss%2Flatino+%28Latino%29>. 
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God needed to see [Jhordan] in heaven, but we’re going to 
try to keep going.”94 

85. “He’s a Hero—There’s No Two Ways About It. This 
is Something He’ll Remember Forever, and Others Will 
Remember as Well” 

In February 2012, fire broke out at a home at Palmerston 
North, New Zealand. The parents of a 16-month-old girl es-
caped, but their daughter was still inside. An unidentified 
neighboring Palmerston North man heard the screams of the 
parents and ran inside and rescued the baby girl. Firefighters 
gave the girl, who was “gurgling and grey,” emergency med-
ical treatment and took her to Palmerston North Hospital. 
Fire Service Manawatu Assistant Area Commander Rodger 
Calder said about the rescuer, “He’s a hero—there’s no two 
ways about it. This is something he’ll remember forever, and 
others will remember as well.”95 

96. Good Samaritan Saves Valuables of Fire Victims 

Jeff Hoff said he was driving down Osceola Street in Den-
ver, Colorado, when he saw a house on fire. He said, “I saw 
flames coming out of the back of the house, and so I 
slammed my car in park and told my girlfriend to call 911.” 
He ran to the house, knocked on a door, and then kicked it 
in. He said, “I didn’t know if there was someone sleeping 

 
94 Source: Mark Morales, “News readers help cash-strapped family 
bury their hero son.” New York Daily News. 29 February 2012 
<http://www.nydailynews.com/news/news-readers-cash-strapped-
family-bury-hero-son-article-1.1030123?localLinksEna-
bled=false&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_cam-
paign=Feed%3A+nydnrss%2Flatino+%28Latino%29>. 
95 Source: Hayden Donnell, “‘Hero’ rescues baby from house fire.” 
New Zealand Herald. 27 February 2012 
<http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=107
88347&ref=rss>. 
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inside.” Fortunately, no one was home, but he grabbed some 
things that he figured the home dwellers would want. He 
said, “I went downstairs and grabbed computers and an iPad, 
because I figured there were some pictures on there or some-
thing they may need.” Mr. Hoff had never met the two 
women who lived in the house, but he said, “I’d want some-
one to do that for me, if my house was on fire.” Neighbor 
Maddy O’Connell, who also saw the fire, said, “It was just a 
raging inferno. I’ve never seen anything like it.”96 

97. Marco Antonio Bonilla: Convicted Murderer—and 
Hero 

Convicted murderer Marco Antonio Bonilla, age 50, became 
a hero on 14 February 2012 when fire broke out in the bar-
racks at the farm prison of Comayagua, Honduras. Approx-
imately 360 inmates died, but hundreds more would have 
died if not for Mr. Bonilla, who works as the prison doctor’s 
assistant and who sleeps in the infirmary so he can take care 
of medical emergencies at night. He heard inmates scream-
ing and he saw fire in several barracks, so he ran to get keys 
from a prison guard to let them out. He said, “I told him we 
needed to help them, to get them out so they wouldn’t die, 
but he just threw the keys to the ground and left. I don’t think 
[the guards] wanted to risk getting burned.” Mr. Bonilla, 
who is nicknamed Shorty, then ran from barracks to bar-
racks, letting out the inmates. He said, “They were yelling at 
me, ‘Shorty, Shorty, don’t let us die! Open the door!’ It’s sad 
to hear your friends crying for help.” He used the keys to 
open the doors of nine barracks, and inmates used a metal 
pipe to break the door of the 10th barracks. Mr. Bonilla said, 
“It was really difficult because I didn’t know which way to 

 
96 Source: “Good Samaritan Enters Burning Home To Check On 
Neighbors: Passerby Saves Priceless Valuables.” The Denver Channel 
(Colorado). 26 February 2012 (updated 27 February 2012) 
<http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/30547075/detail.html>. 
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turn. They were yelling at me from one side, and then from 
the other.” He added, “If it had been up to me, I would have 
saved everyone, but unfortunately I wasn’t able to.” How 
many inmates did he save? He guessed, “About 250, I 
think.” Mr. Bonilla has been in the Comayagua prison for 17 
years; he said that in defending his father he had killed a 
man. He said, “There are times when one wants nothing 
more than to be with one’s family. There are times one loves 
his parents too much and acts the [wrong] way, but there are 
other times when one regrets what one does.”97 

98. Hero Denies He is a Hero: “No, I’m No Hero, Just a 
Guy that can Help” 

In February 2012 in Waltham, Massachusetts, fire broke out 
at a house with two men inside. Bobby Singh, who owns a 
convenience store across the street, saw the fire and ran 
across the street to warn the men to get out of the house. Mr. 
Singh said, “I said, ‘There’s a fire! Come outside! Come out-
side!” Katie Caggiano, the daughter of one of the men, said, 
“We are very grateful for what he did, to risk his own life to 
save our family.” One of the men in the house had recently 
suffered a leg injury, meaning that he was downstairs when 
the fire broke out. Ms. Caggiano said, “I say God’s interven-
tion made him down on the first floor because he couldn’t 
walk upstairs and thank God he wasn’t upstairs because I’m 
not sure he would have gotten out.” Both men inside the 
house got out safely. Like many heroes, Mr. Singh denied 
that he is a hero: “No, I’m no hero, just a guy that can help.”98 

 
97 Source: Associated Press, “Honduras’s inmate hero haunted by 
screams as fire raged through prison cells.” Washington Post. 23 Febru-
ary 2012 <http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/americas/ap-
interview-hondurass-inmate-hero-haunted-by-screams-as-fire-raged-
through-prison-cells/2012/02/23/gIQAoICsUR_story.html>. 
98 Source: “Good Samaritan warns residents of Waltham blaze.” 
WHDH. 19 February 2012 
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99. Medal of Valor Winners 

On 22 November 1996, the Los Angeles County Fire De-
partment awarded Fire Fighter Todd Mitcham a Medal of 
Valor for his role in the rescue of a construction worker. On 
1 September 1991, Mr. Mitcham and others responded to an 
emergency call: A construction worker had fallen into a 20-
foot-deep excavation, and a 7/8 piece of rebar had impaled 
his arm. To make the rescue, Mr. Mitcham volunteered to be 
lowered headfirst into the excavation: The only way to make 
the rescue was upside-down. He was able to put a safety har-
ness around the construction worker and to remove the piece 
of rebar from the construction worker’s arm. Firefighters 
then raised both men to ground level. Within 20 minutes, Mr. 
Mitcham and the other firefighters completed the rescue. 
Also receiving the Medal of Valor were Captain Larry Col-
lins and Firefighter Specialist Collin Cook, who on 9 August 
1994 attempted to rescue a building inspector who was 
trapped in a deep vertical shaft measuring 30 inches in diam-
eter. Captain Collins was lowered first. He saw the victim, 
who stated that his back was broken. Captain Collins con-
firmed this, and he worked for 70 minutes to rescue the vic-
tim. Firefighter Specialist Cook then relieved him. Mr. Cook 
was digging around the victim’s knees when the victim 
stopped breathing and became unconscious. Mr. Cook got 
the victim loose and got a harness around him. Firefighters 
then lifted them to the surface. Paramedics got the victim 
breathing again en route to a hospital, but the victim died two 
days later. Despite the tragic end result, Captain Larry Col-
lins and Firefighter Specialist Collin Cook showed great 
courage during the rescue.99 

 
<http://www1.whdh.com/news/articles/local/metro-
west/12006731967262/good-samaritan-warns-residents-of-waltham-
blaze/>. 
99 Source: “MEDAL OF VALOR AWARDS PROGRAM.” Los 
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100. Two Rescues and an Engagement 

On 30 September 2009, Horia Cretan saved two people—a 
man and a boy—from a fire in an apartment building in the 
Bronx. While he was working in a store, he heard screams 
coming from a building. Mr. Cretan said, “I rushed outside 
… to see waves of smoke coming out the window.” He got 
a ladder and ran toward the screams. He said, “You can’t 
think at that time—you just have to do what’s right.” He 
added, “I saw a man sitting in the window screaming … I 
believe he was in a state of shock. He couldn’t make his way 
out. I forced him out.” The man then told Mr. Cretan that a 
small boy was still inside the apartment. Mr. Cretan said, 
“That's when I broke the windows, to make sure that the 
smoke comes out … I needed to see where the boy was.” 
Firefighters arrived as Mr. Cretan pulled the unconscious 
boy through a window and onto a fire escape. Mr. Cretan 
said, “He’s a brave little kid. He’s really strong to go through 
what he went through.” By the way, while appearing on TV 
on Good Morning America and after talking about the res-
cue, he asked his girlfriend, Desiree Guzman, to marry him. 
She said, “Yes.”100 

  

 
Angeles County Fire Department. 2005 
<http://fire.lacounty.gov/Heroes/Heroes.asp>. Accessed 9 February 
2012. 
100 Source: Lee Ferran, “Fire Rescue Hero’s Surprise Proposal on 
‘GMA.’” ABC News. 1 October 2009 
<http://abcnews.go.com/GMA/fire-rescue-heros-surprise-proposal-
gma/story?id=8721222#.TzQiVZhBR4c>. 



 89 

Chapter 3: 101-150 

101. “I Know You Care About Yourself, But You Gotta 
Care About Other People, Too” 

In January 2012 at her home in Georgia, three-year-old 
Mazzy Gregoire decided to help her mother by stirring the 
soup that was cooking on a gas stove, but she leaned too 
close to the gas flame and caught herself on fire. She 
screamed, and Ezra, her eight-year-old brother, came to the 
rescue and put out the fire. Was he worried about being 
burned, too? He said, “Well, I know you care about yourself, 
but you gotta care about other people, too.” Mazzy said that 
she has decided not to help her mother stir the soup.101 

102. 17-Year-Old Rescues Younger Sister and Twin 
Baby Brothers 

On 3 December 2011 in their home in Charleston, West Vir-
ginia, Courtney Thomas, a 17-year-old senior at Capitol 
High School, babysat his five-year-old sister and one-year-
old twin brothers while their mother worked the night shift. 
All were asleep when a breaker box caught fire, but the 
smoke woke him up. First he went to his brothers’ room and 
grabbed them in his arms, and then he went to his sister’s 
room. The door to his sister’s room was warping from the 
heat. He said, “The whole kitchen was on fire at this point.” 
He added, “All upstairs the doors were locked, like they were 
slammed shut. They wouldn’t even open. I had to pry them.” 
He grabbed his sister, and with his sister in one arm and his 
twin baby brothers in the other, he ran out of the house. The 

 
101 Source: “Pint-Sized Hero Saves Little Sister from Fire: A three-
year-old Georgia girl has her big brother to thank for saving her from a 
fire.” CNN Reports. 16 January 2012 
<http://www.kolotv.com/home/headlines/Pint-
Sized_Hero_Saves_Little_Sister_from_Fire_137442123.html>. 
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house was destroyed, but because of Courtney’s heroism, the 
family is intact.102 

103. “He’s Got to be a Hero, That Guy” 

In January 2010, fire broke out at the Omaha, Nebraska, 
house of hockey legend Motto McLean, who played profes-
sionally in the 1950s, and his wife of 60 years, Dorothy, who 
was home alone and does not walk well. Motto said about 
nearly losing his wife, “I never had that experience, and you 
never think it’s going to happen to you.” Fortunately, Doro-
thy was able to reach a phone and call 911. The couple’s son, 
Guile, saw his mother in the emergency room: “Her hair is 
all singed. She’s black. Her hands were coated in soot.” 
Motto said, “I told her at the hospital yesterday, ‘You’re not 
going to get away from me that easy.’” He praised the fire-
fighters who rescued her.103 

104. “The Explosion Literally Lifted Us Off Our Feet” 

On 30 October 1998, in Chicago, Illinois, a backhoe operator 
punctured a natural gas line. That was bad enough, but the 
gas line was a big one: It was 24 inches in diameter instead 
of the more common eight to 12 inches. Natural gas, which 
had been colored with a dye to make it visible, shot into the 
air. The backhoe operator called the Peoples Gas Light and 
Coke Co. to close the line because of the possibility of an 
explosion. One police officer responding to the emergency 
was Sergeant James “Moon” McMullin, who arrived first on 
the scene. A high-rise apartment building filled with senior 
citizens needed to be evacuated. Sergeant McMullin said, 

 
102 Source: Travis Crum, ‘Teen saves baby brothers, sister from house 
fire.” Charleston Gazette (West Virginia). 11 December 2011 
<http://www.wvgazette.com/News/201112110051>. 
103 Source: “Motto McLean Thanks Firefighters For Wife’s Rescue: 
Dorothy McLean Recovers After House Fire.” KETV. 18 January 2010 
<http://www.ketv.com/r/22267127/detail.html>. 
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“You don’t think—you just rely on your training and react. 
You react in an orderly and swift manner. We knew that if 
the gas caught fire, we were in for serious trouble.” He ran 
from apartment to apartment, pounding on doors, and telling 
people to evacuate the building. He carried to safety senior 
citizens who were incapable of doing that. Another officer 
joined him, and they worked together, going floor to floor. 
More police officers arrived to help. The elevators had been 
shut down so that sparks would not ignite the gas. Some sen-
ior citizens had to be evacuated down 12, 13, or 14 floors. In 
only 20 minutes, the 85 residents—most of them in their 70s 
and 80s—in the 14-floor high-rise building had been evacu-
ated. Then an explosion occurred, possibly because of a pilot 
light left on in an apartment that had a window open. Ser-
geant McMullin said, “The explosion literally lifted us off 
our feet.” Flames shot up, and police officers realized that 
they needed to evacuate a second high-rise apartment build-
ing because flames were blowing toward it. Sergeant 
McMullin sent half of the emergency workers to the top floor 
and half to the bottom floor, and both groups of emergency 
workers worked toward the middle. They safely evacuated 
all 84 residents in the second building. The coroner’s office 
had set up an emergency area nearby with dozens of body 
bags. Fortunately, none of the body bags was needed be-
cause there were no casualties. As you would expect, Ser-
geant McMullin received many awards for his actions that 
day, although he insisted that he ought not to be singled 
out—he pointed out that many emergency workers had 
saved lives that day.104 

105. Safe—But with Singed Hair 

On 30 November 1901, fire broke out at the home of Thomas 
Crawley in Montclair, New Jersey. Most members of the 

 
104 Source: Chuck Whitlock, Police Heroes (New York: St. Martin’s 
Press, 2002), pp. 173-77. 
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family got out safely, but Thomas’ daughter, Sally, was still 
inside. Her brother, Joseph, ran back inside the home and 
rescued her. He went upstairs to her bedroom and roused her. 
They made it safely outside, but Sally’s hair was singed on 
one side of her head. The house was totally destroyed.105 

106. “Stay in the Window! Do Not Go Back Inside!” 

On 5 January 2012, firefighters, police, a 911 dispatcher, and 
neighbors with a ladder all helped to rescue a woman from a 
burning home in Huntington, Pennsylvania. Michelle Cher-
ett was trapped in her home, but a volunteer firefighter used 
a ladder to rescue her. Mr. Cherett’s father, Bob Geissinger, 
said, “She is just thankful to everybody, and so are we. The 
only part of the house that was not burnt was the section that 
Michelle was in her bedroom. It’s absolutely amazing. Usu-
ally when the cat wants in her bedroom, he’ll bounce up 
against the door. That woke her up. She opened the door, 
saw the smoke, and called 911.” David Fortson, who had 
known Ms. Cherett for a long time, said, “I could hear on my 
radio that she was in the back window from the dispatcher. 
When I went around the back, she was in the window. I just 
kept yelling, ‘Stay in the window! Do not go back inside!’ 
The police department went door to door, yard to yard. They 
found a ladder. Once we got the ladder up, all I had to do 
was just go up and get her.” Huntingdon Regional Fire Res-
cue Chief James Grace said, “Whenever things work out 
well like this, it’s satisfying and rewarding. It makes all the 
rest of the hard work pay off.”106 

 
105 Source: “Brother Rescues His Sister.” New York Times. 1 December 
1901 <http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-
free/pdf?res=F20C12FA34581A738DDDA80894DA415B818CF1D3>
. 
106 Source: Bill Wadell, “Family thanks firefighters who rescued 
woman from burning home.” WJAC-TV. 5 January 2012 
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107. “It Certainly is Gratifying to Know That Some 
People will Disregard Their Personal Safety to Help 
Someone in Distress” 

On 11 November 2011, Michael Boyle, a 58-year-old hunter 
from Blackstone, Massachusetts, apparently blacked out 
while driving and ended up with his 2010 Toyota Tacoma 
crashing and rolling over. Fortunately, two Good Samaritans 
came to the rescue. Robert Coyle and Frank Marci both came 
running. The truck was smoking and soon to burst into 
flames, and inside the truck was live ammunition. Mr. Coyle 
said, “I pulled over and called 911, and then I ran down there 
and yelled to him. I saw his hand moving in the windshield. 
At that point, where he seemed to be OK, it seemed like a 
pretty calm situation.” But the situation quickly became an-
ything but calm. Mr. Coyle said, “This guy Frank showed 
up, and we tried to get the door open. Then the car started 
smoking. Frank was trying to kick out the windows, and then 
we tried to break them with stuff we found in the back of the 
truck. Frank somehow found a cut log, and we were able to 
use it like a battering ram. We were able to get him [Boyle] 
out the rear window.” Just a few seconds later, he said, the 
truck “burst into flames.” He added, “We just knew we had 
to get him [Boyle] out. There wasn’t any question. We 
weren’t really thinking about anything else.” Trentham Po-
lice Chief James Anderson praised the two Good Samaritans 
in a letter to the Board of Selectmen: “The selfless and heroic 
acts of these two good Samaritans saved the life of the oper-
ator in the burning truck. They disregarded their own safety 
to help another person in distress, which makes both of these 
men worthy of public recognition with a letter of commen-
dation.” Police Chief Anderson also sent to the two men let-
ters of commendation that said that “it certainly is gratifying 

 
<http://www.wjactv.com/news/news/family-thanks-firefighters-who-
rescued-woman-burni/nGGm4/>. 
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to know that some people will disregard their personal safety 
to help someone in distress.”107 

108. “I’ve Never Seen Him Run So Fast” 

On 10 March 2012 near Hiawatha, Kansas, Denny Gray, 
who is a Hiawatha High School custodian, saw what he 
thought was a burning brush fire by the side of the road. He 
pulled his car over to call for help, but then he saw that a car 
was on fire. His wife, Lori Gray, yelled, “There’s somebody 
in there!” Lori, who called 911, said, “I’ve never seen him 
run so fast.” Mr. Gray got the man, Gerry Alkire, age 94, of 
Hiawatha, Kansas, out of the car. The sound of a couple of 
explosions amid all the smoke panicked Lori, but fortunately 
they were the sounds of tires exploding and not the gas tank. 
Mr. Alkire suffered only minor burn wounds. Brown County 
Sheriff John Merchant said, “Denny saved a man’s life and 
risked his own life in the process. He is definitely a hero.”108 

109. “It was a Moral Imperative that We Get Him Out. 
There were so Many Flames and Smoke, and He was 
Unconscious and was Not Able to Get Out Himself” 

On 13 March 2012 on Interstate 40 in West Knoxville, Ten-
nessee, a tractor-trailer truck struck a vehicle driven by Ten-
nessee Highway Patrol trooper Sergeant Lowell Russell and 

 
107 Source: Heather McCarron, ‘Wrentham police chief commends her-
oism that saved man’s life.” Wicked Local (Massachusetts). 15 Novem-
ber 2011 
<http://www.wickedlocal.com/foxborough/news/police_and_fire/x1805
330268/Wrentham-police-chief-commends-heroism-that-saved-mans-
life>. 
108 Source: “Kan. custodian called a hero for saving man’s life.” The 
Topeka Capital-Journal (Kansas). 18 March 2012 
<http://cjonline.com/news/2012-03-18/kan-custodian-called-hero-
saving-mans-life>. Also: Associated Press, “Custodian takes long way 
home, saves life.” St. Joseph News-Press (Missouri). 15 March 2012 
http://www.newspressnow.com/localnews/30689905/detail.html>. 
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caused the vehicle to catch on fire. Fortunately, two Emer-
gency Medical Technicians—Freddy Leslie and Kristi Gra-
ham—were driving nearby and stopped and rescued the un-
conscious trooper. Mr. Leslie said about the crash, “I’ve 
never seen anything like that before.” He pulled Sergeant 
Russell from the burning vehicle. Mr. Leslie said, “It was a 
moral imperative that we get him out. There were so many 
flames and smoke, and he was unconscious and was not able 
to get out himself.” He added, “That’s one of the first things 
they teach you in EMT school. It’s a call to duty.” Ms. Gra-
ham said, “I would have done it for anybody. I would do it 
again for anybody.” Mr. Leslie’s wife, Jessica, said about 
him, “He’s a hero every day because of the job he does.”109 

110. “He was on Fire. Part of His Body was Totally in 
Flames. I’m Not Going to Stand There and Watch a 
Man Die and Not Do Anything” 

In April 2011, Robert Moulton came to the rescue of a man 
who was on fire in Pembroke Pines, Florida. As Mr. Moulton 
picked up his wife, he saw a car moving slowly. Inside, a 
man was on fire. Mr. Moulton said, “The car was on fire, 
totally engulfed in flames.” The car came to a stop, and Mr. 
Moulton pulled the man out by the legs. Mr. Moulton said, 
“It was scary, but my instinct was to save his life. That’s it.” 
A police officer poured water over the man, and another 
Good Samaritan helped put out the fire with his shirt. Mr. 
Moulton said, “He was on fire. Part of his body was totally 
in flames. I’m not going to stand there and watch a man die 

 
109 Source: Alexis Zotos, “Paramedics honored as heroes after rescuing 
state trooper from crash.” WATE-TV (Knoxville, Tennessee). March 
2012 <http://www.wate.com/story/17178138/paramedics-honored-as-
heroes-after-rescuing-state-trooper-from-crash>. Also: “Driver facing 
charges after fiery wreck injured trooper on I-40.” WATE-TV (Knox-
ville, Tennessee). March 2012 
<http://www.wate.com/story/17143583/driver-facing-charges-after-
fiery-wreck-injured-trooper-on-i-40>. 
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and not do anything.” The man, who was burned over 50 
percent of his body, was taken to Memorial Regional Hospi-
tal. Mr. Moulton said, “I just think people need to be kind 
and think about the people, not just themselves, and help 
people that are in need. That’s it.”110 

111. Despite Being Given the Finger, Kristyn Dominy is 
a Good Samaritan 

On the winding West Ozello Trail in Crystal River, Florida, 
a woman driving erratically in a Jeep from which black 
smoke was coming passed Kristyn Dominy and gave her the 
finger. Ms. Dominy, age 22, said, “She did flick me off 
[when] she passed me.” Soon after, Ms. Dominy turned a 
corner and saw the Jeep and some trees on fire. She said, 
“My first thought when I came around the corner and saw 
that her vehicle was on fire was, I was thinking karma, but 
[at] the same time, I could never … just sit there and watch 
that happen.” The woman was struggling to get her daughter 
out of the Jeep. Ms. Dominy helped get the daughter out and 
then called 911. She said, “The vehicle was up in flames, and 
just the look on the mom and daughter’s face, I could never 
just drive by and not think about that.” The mother and child 
were taken to Tampa General Hospital.111 

 
110 Source: “Good Samaritan rescues man from car fire.” WSVN-TV 
(Miami and Fort Lauderdale, Florida). 20 April 2011 
<http://www.wsvn.com/news/articles/local/21004090976545/>. 
111 Source: Melissa Eichman, “Woman pulls child from burning car, 
despite the driver’s rude actions on the road.” Baynews.com. 7 March 
2012 
<http://www.baynews9.com/content/news/baynews9/news/article.html/
content/news/articles/bn9/2012/3/6/good_samaritan_helps>. 
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112. “I was Just Doing What had to be Done. I Couldn’t 
Leave a Man There to Burn” 

On 13 May 2011, Melville Farnell, a truck driver for Tupling 
Farms near Shelburne, Nova Scotia, Canada, saved a man’s 
life following an accident on Highway 9 near Mono Mills. 
A car collided head-on with Mr. Farnell’s truck, which was 
filled with potatoes. Following the collision, the car burst 
into flames and Mr. Farnell pulled the man to safety. Mr. 
Farnell said, “I was just doing what had to be done. I couldn’t 
leave a man there to burn.” He was shaken by the accident, 
but grabbed a fire extinguisher. He said, “The fire extin-
guisher didn’t do the job and he was hollering, ‘Help me, 
help me,’ so I had to break the window. I had to get him out.” 
He used his hands to break the window, which was slightly 
open. Mr. Farnell said, “I got a hold of the window and 
pulled on it; by the third pull it broke. The floor mats were 
on fire. I got him out through the window. He was busted up 
a bit.” The car exploded shortly after Mr. Farnell got the man 
out. Mr. Farnell said, “I’ve seen dozens of them [accidents]. 
I’ve been on the road my entire life. I’ve helped at a couple 
of scenes.”112 

113. “Their Actions may Well have Saved Lives” 

On 18 March 2012 at Horokiwi, which is north of Welling-
ton, New Zealand, a bad car accident occurred, trapping two 
boys aged four and nine, a 16-year-old girl, and two adult 
men. Fortunately, hero citizens quickly arrived. Sergeant 
Mark Moody said, “They were able to extinguish a small fire 
in the car’s engine and extricate the two boys. Their actions 
may well have saved lives.” Motorcyclist Matt Davey helped 
extricate the two boys. He said that the car was going very 

 
112 Source: Bill Tremblay, “Hero on the road.” Orangeville Banner (Or-
angeville, Canada). 27 February 2012 
<http://www.orangeville.com/news/local/article/1306074>. 
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fast—about 120kmh (or about 75 mph)—when it crashed. 
Mr. Davey said, “I watched it shoot through the forecourt 
still doing that kind of speed, shoot straight through the 
pumps [of the BP gas station at Horokiwi] and out the other 
side, hit the bank, and barrel roll just like a fighter plane.” 
He said that the two boys were bleeding but able to be 
moved, and that the older occupants of the car were “obvi-
ously in a bad way.” Mr. Davey said, “We got the kids out 
through the tailgate, we managed to get them out from where 
they were buried underneath mum, who pretty much lost her 
face, poor woman.” The “mum” was actually the 16-year-
old girl.  The Fire Service cut free the remaining occu-
pants. All five occupants were taken to Wellington Hospi-
tal.113 

114. Austin Smith: Superboy 

On 18 February 2012 in Ida Township, Michigan, 15-year-
old Austin Smith and Ernest “Papa Ernie” Monhollen (Aus-
tin’s grandfather) were working on a 2,000-pound, 1991 
Buick that was up on cinder blocks. Somehow, the Buick fell 
and trapped Mr. Monhollen underneath. Austin said, “I was 
just so scared. I didn’t know what to do.” He grabbed the 
front end of the Buick and lifted it enough for his grandfa-
ther, who suffered a fractured eye socket, fractured ribs, and 
a cut on his face, to crawl out from underneath. Austin said 
that he was able to lift the Buick because of “probably all the 
adrenaline. I mean, I couldn’t do it right now.” Mr. Monhol-
len said, “Thank God he was here because if it was just me 
and his grandmother it would have been over. That would 
have been it.”114 

 
113 Source: “Hero motorists pull children from burning car.” New Zea-
land Herald. 19 March 2012 
<http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=107
93037&ref=rss>. 
114 Source: “Teen lifts car to save grandpa.” UPI. 21 February 2012 



 99 

115. “You Need to Get Out of the Car, I Told Her Four 
Times” 

On 23 February 2012 in Newark, Delaware, Monique Dyton 
drove her car onto some train tracks and became stuck. Two 
people, Shawn Brown and Clifford Fose, stopped to help her. 
Ms. Dyton tried to drive off the train tracks, but a train was 
coming. Mr. Brown said, “You need to get out of the car, I 
told her four times, and walked away and thought, ‘I can’t 
leave her.’ I went back and said, ‘Get out of this car!’” The 
train gates activated, and Mr. Brown and Mr. Fose got Ms. 
Dyton out of the car. The train hit the car and pushed it along 
the train tracks for several hundred feet.115 

116. Hero Manages to Save One of Two Lives 

On 7 March 2012 in Cleveland, Tennessee, a dump truck and 
a car collided. Timothy Truelove saw the accident: “When 
he made contact with the silver car, he pushed it off the road-
way, he was on his side as he was pushing it off the roadway, 
and it caught on fire there in the yard, and I took off running 
from the intersection up here to get to the driver.” Mr. True-
love could not get the doors of the car open. He promised to 
come back, and then he ran to save the driver of the dump 
truck. This time, he was successful: “We got him out, but 
then five, 10 feet away from the dump truck, the car blew 
up.” Unfortunately, the car driver, Jeff Sherrill, age 47, died. 
Fortunately, the driver of the dump truck, Gary McGuire, 
age 54, survived. Mr. Truelove used to be a volunteer fire-
fighter in Bradley and in Polk counties for a total of five 

 
<http://www.upi.com/Odd_News/2012/02/21/Teen-lifts-car-to-save-
grandpa/UPI-69021329850767/?spt=mps&or=2>. 
115 Source: “Good Samaritans help driver stuck on train tracks.” 
WHWD. 24 February 2012 
<http://www1.whdh.com/news/articles/national/12006782010851/good
-samaritans-help-driver-stuck-on-train-tracks/>. 
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years. Mr. Truelove, who wishes that he could have saved 
two lives that day instead of one, said, “I don’t look at myself 
as a hero. I just look at it as a good citizen trying to help 
another person out in a time of need.” A spokesperson for 
the truck company Mr. McGuire works for said, “We are ap-
preciative of the gallant men at the crash scene who pulled 
our driver from his truck and saved him from more serious 
injuries.”116 

117. “No Way I could have Lived with Myself if I had 
Watched This Man Burn Up in His Vehicle Right in 
Front of Me” 

On 31 August 2011 in Wichita, Kansas, David D. Ong, age 
65, who was apparently suffering from a medical condition, 
drove erratically, striking two cars, going onto a median, 
crashing into two signs, and finally coming to a stop after 
hitting a guardrail. The rear of his maroon Chevrolet pickup 
was on fire when Sedgwick County Sheriff’s Deputy 
Thomas Delgado arrived on the scene. Mr. Delgado said, “I 
automatically assumed the person was going to get out of the 
truck.” However, Mr. Ong, still suffering from his medical 
condition, revved the engine. Mr. Delgado yelled at him, 
“Get out! Get out! Your truck is on fire!” Mr. Ong replied, 
“In a minute, give me a minute.” Mr. Delgado said, “That 
was the scariest part for me, because I didn’t know if it was 
going to [blow up]. I kept yelling at him.” Another Deputy, 
Joe Page, arrived quickly—within a minute of Mr. Del-
gado’s arrival. Mr. Delgado said, “I was never so happy to 
see him in my life.” A bystander wanted to help, but Mr. 
Page yelled, “Get back! You’re going to get killed!” The two 
sheriff’s deputies approached the truck. Mr. Page said, “It 

 
116 Source: Natalie Jenereski, “Hero Hailed After Cleveland Crash.” 
News Channel 9 (Chattanooga, Tennessee). 8 March 2012 
<http://www.newschannel9.com/news/truelove-1009718-crash-
truck.html>. 



 101 

was so hot. It was painful just to get up that close. In the end, 
we just went in at the same time and grabbed him.” Mr. Del-
gado cut Mr. Ong’s seatbelt with Mr. Page’s knife. Then Mr. 
Delgado and Mr. Page each grabbed one of Mr. Ong’s arms 
and pulled him through the window. Mr. Page said, “We 
pulled hard. I’m surprised he didn’t suffer any injuries from 
us pulling him.” Mr. Delgado said, “You don't go through 
scenarios like this in training. Deputies aren’t firemen.” Mr. 
Page said, “We’re trained to stay alive.” Mr. Delgado said, 
“No way I could have lived with myself if I had watched this 
man burn up in his vehicle right in front of me.” Sheriff Rob-
ert Hinshaw said, “People like to say it’s just their job. But, 
you know, not everyone can do what Deputies Page and Del-
gado have done.”117 

118. “I Wanted Only to Avoid Crashing the Car!” 

In 2011, a 10-year-old boy named Idris (no last name given) 
acted heroically after his mother suffered a seizure while 
driving on the Péripherique in Lyon, France. He grabbed the 
steering wheel, but the car continued to weave from side to 
side on the highway. A truck driver who witnessed what was 
happening said, “I saw the little boy who had taken the 
wheel, and he was looking at me desperately. The car con-
tinued, and I lowered my window and heard the engine rev-
ving hard but saw the gears were in neutral and the mother 
was unconscious. I wanted to protect them, and the car kept 
zigzagging into the crash barrier and started to slow down. 
As soon as it stopped, I jumped down from the lorry [truck], 
opened the door, and pulled on the handbrake before cutting 
the engine. The youngster and I just looked at each other: He 

 
117 Source: Rick Plumlee, “Deputies recount fiery rescue: ‘We just went 
in and grabbed him.’” The Wichita Eagle (Kansas). 1 September 2011. 
Updated 2 September 2011 
<http://www.kansas.com/2011/09/01/1998231/deputies-recount-fiery-
rescue.html>. 
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was very upset at what had happened. It was just in time be-
cause there was a traffic jam a few hundred yards ahead.” 
Idris said, “When I was younger, my mother had let me take 
the wheel while on her knee. There, she started all of a sud-
den to shake. It was the first time I’d seen her like that. I was 
scared. I put the warning lights on, but couldn’t pull the 
handbrake—in fact, I wanted only to avoid crashing the car!” 
His mother was taken to a local hospital.118 

119. “Hey, Driver, You Need Help?” 

In a video uploaded on YouTube by Road King Magazine on 
12 May 2010, senior editor David Kolman talked about not 
being able to get his truck started after making a delivery. 
Nowadays, with time constraints, lots of truckers don’t have 
time to stop and help another trucker. But this time, a trucker 
stopped and asked, “Hey, driver, you need help?” Mr. Kol-
man replied, “Yes, I can’t get my truck started.” Together, 
they worked on the truck, figured out that the problem was 
the starter, and the other trucker worked some magic and got 
the truck started. Mr. Kolman was going to give him a few 
dollars, but the other trucker replied, “No, not necessary.” 
Mr. Kolman says, “In trucking, we’re all family, and we 
need to help one another. That restored my faith in drivers, 
at least for now.”119 

120. Two Good Samaritans at Little America, Wyoming 

A trucker who posts online using the name PackRatTDI 
wrote in December 2006 about two Good Samaritans help-
ing him. PackRatTDI ran into engine trouble while driving 

 
118 Source: “Hero boy, 10, saves mum in car.” The Connexion (France’s 
English-Language Newspaper). 14 October 2011 
<http://www.connexionfrance.com/news_articles.php?id=3075>. 
119 Source: David Kolman, “Out My Windshield: Good Deed.” Road 
King Magazine. Uploaded on YouTube on 12 May 2010 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IJVQf5BcR5U>. 
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on Interstate 80, and he wasn’t able to get his truck going 
any faster than 58 mph. Fortunately, a Roadway Package Ex-
press O/O team noticed that he was having trouble. One of 
the Good Samaritans asked, “Stevens, you all right? Seem to 
be going pretty slow, even for y’all.” PackRatTDI explained 
the trouble he was having, and the Good Samaritan asked 
him to get off the interstate at the next exit, which happened 
to be Little America, Wyoming. PackRatTDI wrote, “We 
both stop, and the driver and his team partner jumped out. 
Turns out the team partner was a Cummins mechanic. He 
opened the hood to my T600 and got behind the wheel. He 
started revving the engine, listening to it. Then after about 5 
minutes, he said, ‘Fuel filter’s plugging. They’ll change it 
here for under $30. Change the filter and you’ll be back to 
normal.’ I thank the two guys and offered to buy them a cup 
of coffee or something but they politely declined, got back 
into their truck and left. $27 lighter in the wallet and a new 
fuel filter later, I was back on the road and back up to 65 
mph.”120 

121. “He Impacted a Lot of People Just by Stopping 
that Day” 

On 19 May 2011, trucker Stewart King saw a light as he 
drove down Interstate 35 in Waxahachie, Texas. He remem-
bered that a motorcycle had passed him about five miles pre-
viously, and so he stopped his truck and investigated. The 
motorcyclist had crashed. By calling 911 and keeping the 
motorcyclist, Kyle Webb, 28-year-old father of three, 
awake, Mr. King prevented him from bleeding to death. Mr. 
King, age 45, said, “I didn’t jump off a tall building to save 
a small kid. I consider myself as a citizen trying to help him 

 
120 Source: PackRatTDI, “Little America, Wyoming.” The Trucker’s 
Report. Message Board. 17 December 2006 
<http://www.thetruckersreport.com/truckingindustryforum/truck-
stops/6565-little-america-wyoming-2.html>. 
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out—I was always taught you don’t ever leave no one 
stranded. If more people stopped to help other people, the 
world would be safer.” Mr. Webb was lucky. Mr. King 
drives the same route at the same speed, but on that particular 
day he was an hour ahead of schedule. Mr. King said about 
Mr. Webb, “Everything just fell into place just perfect.” 
Later, Mr. Webb met the man who had saved his life. He 
said, “For two weeks in the hospital, I thought about what to 
say to someone who saved my life, and I couldn’t come up 
with anything to let him know my gratitude. I wanted to say 
something, but I was speechless.” Mr. King said that he has 
stopped to help other people at least 15 times. He also said 
that he is saving articles about his life-saving action: “I save 
everything so I can show my grandkids that I had my 15 
minutes of fame. That I was a good man.” Mr. King has a 
two-year-old grandson. Mr. Webb’s wife, Ashley, is grateful 
that her children still have a father and that she still has a 
husband. She said about Mr. King, “He impacted a lot of 
people just by stopping that day.”121 

122. Trucker’s Good Deed Prevents a Fatality 

On 25 May 2007 at Interstate 45 near NASA Parkway in 
Webster, Texas, an unidentified trucker saved the life of mo-
torcyclist Jeff Blessing, a 24-year-old husband and father. 
Accidents occurred when one vehicle slowed or swerved be-
cause a loose tire that came from another vehicle hit it. Mr. 
Blessing then hit the vehicle that had slowed or swerved. 
What was the result? Mr. Blessing said, “I was laying in the 
middle of the freeway taking a nap”—a vivid way of saying 
that he was unconscious. The trucker saw Mr. Blessing and 
maneuvered his 18-wheel truck in such a way that he 

 
121 Source: Kira Witkin, “Good Samaritan trucker saves motorcyclist in 
Waxahachie.” Dallas Morning News (Texas). 9 June 2011 
<http://www.dallasnews.com/news/local-news/20110609-good-
samaritan-trucker-saves-motorcyclist-in-waxahachie.ece>. 
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blocked two lanes of traffic and kept Mr. Blessing from be-
ing run over. Webster police officer Mark Rawls said, “I be-
lieve the trucker did save the guy’s life.” However, he added 
that the trucker “wasn’t directly involved, and he wasn’t a 
witness to the accident so he was able to leave. I … wasn’t 
able to get his name before he left.” Mr. Blessing hoped that 
the trucker would be identified “so we can tell him how 
grateful we are. I’m just so thankful I got to come home 
again and see my wife and my little boys.” Police officer 
Rawls did talk to the trucker briefly: “I told him he really did 
a good deed because we definitely would have been working 
a fatality accident if he hadn’t done what he did.”122 

123. FunkRider’s First Good Deed as a Trucker 

A man who posts online using the name FunkRider re-
counted his first good deed as a trucker in an August 2009 
post on the Trucker Forum and Message Board of <thetruck-
ersreport.com>. He had stopped for fuel and saw a steel-
hauling flatbed truck pull up. The steel wheels on the trailer 
were painted white, and one wheel was covered in fresh oil. 
FunkRider took a close look and noticed that the oil cap for 
the hub was missing. He then let the driver know about the 
problem. FunkRider wrote that the driver thanked him and 
shook his hand and said that “us drivers need to start sticking 
together if we’re going to make it in this economy.”123 

 
122 Source: Kevin Moran, “Motorcyclist seeks trucker who saved his 
life.” Houston Chronicle (Texas). 6 June 2007 
<http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/Motorcyclist-seeks-
trucker-who-saved-his-life-1802602.php>. 
123 Source: FunkRider, “Did my first good deed as a driver.” The 
Truckers Report: Trucker Forum and Message Board. 10 August 2009 
<http://www.thetruckersreport.com/truckingindustryforum/road-
stories/86956-did-my-first-good-deed-driver.html>. 
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124. “I Would Never Take Money for Doing Stuff Like 
That. It Would Just Ruin the Whole Thing” 

In 2009, Steve and Leslee Ensminger were driving north-
bound on I-15 somewhere north of Cedar City, Iowa, when 
they had car trouble. Their vehicle’s motor quit on them, and 
they pulled over to the side of the road. They called a tow 
truck, but the operator could not get to them until after a cou-
ple of hours had passed. They tried to call a car rental, but it 
was a weekend and the business was closed until Monday. 
Leslee, a nurse, said, “We were desperate.” Sean Haggerty, 
a truck driver, saw the Ensmingers by the side of the road 
when he exited the interstate. A half-hour later, after he had 
dropped off the load his big rig was carrying, the Ensmingers 
were still there. He stopped and asked them, “Are you broke 
down?” Mr. Haggerty loaded their Tahoe sport utility vehi-
cle onto his trailer, and he drove them three hours to a me-
chanic that was three miles from their home in Draper, Utah. 
Leslee said, “Let us pay you.” Mr. Haggerty replied, “No. 
Pay it back by helping someone else.” He later said about his 
good deed, “Wouldn’t anyone do that?” He often does good 
deeds. He said, “You see a lot of things on the road. There 
are good people in bad situations who just need a little help. 
All you have to do is take a few minutes to help them, give 
them gas or take them where they’re going.” Once, he 
stopped and helped a family—a father, wife, and child—who 
were standing by the side of a road. Mr. Haggerty asked, “If 
you can’t stop for that, what kind of person are you?” He 
said that he likes doing good deeds: “It’s fun. I would never 
take money for doing stuff like that. It would just ruin the 
whole thing.”124 

 
124 Source: Doug Robinson, “Trucker brakes for good deeds.” Deseret 
News (Salt Lake City, Utah). 27 October 2009 
<http://www.deseretnews.com/article/705339727/Trucker-brakes-for-
good-deeds.html>. 
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125. Truckers and Friends of Truckers Get Hero Back 
on the Road 

On 28 October 2008 on Highway 392, north of Greeley, Col-
orado, an SUV driven by a mother with two children veered 
into a truck driven by UPS owner-operator Jorge Orozoco-
Sanchez of Firestone, Colorado. The mother died in the 
crash, but Mr. Orozoco-Sanchez pulled her two crying 
young daughters out of the wreckage before fire destroyed 
the SUV and truck. He saved the lives of both girls just be-
fore the saddle fuel tanks ruptured and exploded. During the 
rescue, he suffered burns and was treated at a hospital. In 
2009, Mr. Orozoco-Sanchez was named a Goodyear North 
American Highway Hero. He won a plaque, a specially de-
signed ring, a Goodyear GPS unit, and a $10,000 United 
States savings bond. Joseph Copeland, vice president of 
Goodyear Commercial Tire Systems said at the award cere-
mony, “Though modest about the rescue, Jorge should feel 
proud of his actions. His heroics and those of the truck driv-
ers honored through this award are truly inspiring.” Mr. 
Copeland also said, “Jorge’s quick thinking and bravery will 
be reflected in the lives of these two girls, just one and four 
years old, in years to come.” After fire destroyed his truck, 
Mr. Orozoco-Sanchez needed a new truck. The Owner Op-
erators Independent Drivers Association (OOIDA) helped 
Mr. Orozoco-Sanchez devise a plan to finance a 2005 truck. 
However, he had expenses such as insurance, licensing fees, 
taxes, and titles to pay. The Truck Writers of North America 
(TWNA) paid half of his insurance down payment ($700) 
and sought donations for him. TWNA’s member companies 
(ArvinMeritor, Bendix, Eaton/RoadRanger, Nancy Bingham 
& Caterpillar, SAF-Holland, Shell Lubricants, SKF Group, 
and Truck-Lite) donated an additional $2,300. The $3,000 
helped get Mr. Orozoco-Sanchez back on the road. Tom Kel-
ley, executive director of TWNA, said, “I’m honored to be a 
part of such a giving community of people. We know that 
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times are tough for everyone right now, but it’s moments like 
this that bring out the best in our industry.” Peter Carter, a 
TWNA member and editor of Today’s Trucking Magazine, 
said, “I’m pretty proud of my fellow reporters on this matter. 
Yes, we do write about truckers, but we do right by them, 
too.”125 

126. One Awesome Trucker 

On 15 December 2009, a man who posts online as Main-
landernow posted this on the Trucker Forum and Message 
Board of The Truckers Report: “I witnessed some divine in-
tervention yesterday around 11:30 am on the I-40 near Nee-
dles, CA. I thought at first a truck had lost its load … but it 
was six bodies spread over two lanes. The car was on fire … 
I was one of the first cars on scene. I am a former trauma 
nurse, but I have never seen or heard of anything like what I 
saw. A trucker pulled a very bloody and injured driver from 
his burning car. I can still hear his leg bones breaking and 
him screaming. The trucker got him out about ten seconds 
before the car burst into full flames by forcefully pulling him 
through a window. This trucker had flames licking his face 
and arms as he forced the man through the window in a very 
close and bloody headlock … it was the most heroic action I 
have ever even imagined! He was decisive in an overwhelm-
ing and dangerous horrific situation. I really wonder who this 
man was … somebody should do a story on him, he was 
awesome. Truckers came forward with fire extinguishers 
and were really outstanding. Thanks, truckers, glad to have 

 
125 Source: “Hero in deed was a friend in need.” Today’s Trucking. 17 
September 2009 
<http://www.todaystrucking.com/news.cfm?intDocID=22484>. Also: 
“Brave UPS owner-op honored for heroism.” Today’s Trucking. 20 
March 2009 
<http://www.todaystrucking.com/news.cfm?intDocID=21413>. 



 109 

you on the highway, and I hope some of you are around if I 
am ever in an accident. God Bless you.”126  

127. Jody Rumble: Trucker Hero 

In August 2008, a serious two-vehicle crash occurred at 
Highway 3 and Country Road 31 in Kingsville, Ontario, 
Canada, when a gold Dodge Intrepid allegedly ran a red light 
and crashed into a transport truck driven by Jody Rumble, 
age 47, who saved the life of the driver of the Intrepid by 
pulling him out of the burning car. The Ontario Provincial 
Police praised Mr. Rumble for his heroic actions.127 

128. Trucker Hero Stops Traffic, Prevents Additional 
Wrecks 

On 2 May 2007, on the Beltway of Madison, Wisconsin, an 
eastbound car crossed the median. It crashed into two west-
bound cars. One person died, and two people were injured. 
A trucker became a hero when he stopped his semi and used 
it to block the westbound lanes so that other vehicles could 
not smash into the wrecked vehicles. Police worked for sev-
eral hours to clear the wreckage and to reopen the Beltway. 
Not everyone was a hero like the trucker. It took firefighters 
longer than it should have to get to the wreck because of traf-
fic. Lieutenant Lance Langer of the Madison Fire 

 
126 Source: Mainlandernow, “Trucker Hero … Out There Somewhere.” 
The Truckers Report: Trucker Forum and Message Board. 15 Decem-
ber 2009 
<http://www.thetruckersreport.com/truckingindustryforum/trucking-
accidents/97422-trucker-hero-out-there-somewhere.html>. 
127 Source: “Chatham-Kent trucker called a hero.” Chatham Daily News 
(Ontario, Canada). August 2008 
<http://www.chathamdailynews.ca/ArticleDisplay.aspx?e=1160430&ar
chive=true>. Also: “Chatham-Kent trucker called a hero.” Posted by 
Cybergal. The Trucker’s Report Trucking Formun. August 2008 
<http://www.thetruckersreport.com/truckingindustryforum/canadian-
truckers-forum/50896-chatham-kent-trucker-called-a-hero.html>. 
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Department even knocked on the windows of vehicles block-
ing the way. He said, “I know one gentleman was on his cell 
phone; another gentleman was eating a muffin.” The drivers 
of these vehicles simply did not know that emergency work-
ers had arrived and needed to get to the wreck. Lieutenant 
Langer said, “People need to be more observant—get off the 
cell phones, get off the text messaging, pay attention to 
what’s going on.” The delays cost the fire department three 
minutes of valuable time, according to Lieutenant Langer, 
who said, “It’s very frustrating. The city trains to a high level 
of expertise, and we’re not able to use those skills until we 
get there. And all of the sudden now we’re stuck in traffic. 
We don’t train for that.”128 

129. Many Good Samaritans Help at Scene of Car Acci-
dent 

A car accident can be stressful, and help at such a time is 
appreciated. In a March 2012 letter to the editor of the Post-
Chronicle (which covers Hamden, North Havem, and Wall-
ingford, Connecticut), Hamden resident Lyndell Betzner 
wrote, “This is to express my heartfelt thanks to a Good Sa-
maritan, Joe Marangell, who stopped to assist me recently 
following an accident on Forest Court. He was so helpful and 
stayed with me until rescue personnel and my family arrived. 
To the EMT, Roberta, for her care and understanding when 
I chose not to seek the treatment she offered; to Quinnipiac 
student Kohl DeStefanis and his roommate who showed con-
cern only for me although his car had been damaged; to 
neighbors and the man walking his dog who came forward 
to offer their assistance—thank you. And a special thank you 
to Hamden police officer Tim McKeon. All these people 

 
128 Source: “Trucker Called Hero After Blocking Madison Wreck Site: 
One Person Dies, Two Others Injured In Crash.” Channel 3000 (Madi-
son, Wisconsin). 3 May 2007 
<http://www.channel3000.com/news/13248152/detail.html>. 
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went beyond the call, and I so appreciate all the kindness 
shown by everyone and realize why I have been proud to live 
in Hamden for 50 years.”129 

130. Two Good Samaritans Rescue 90-Year-Old Driver 

On 1 February 2012 on Wisconsin Highway 142, Richard 
Weiss, age 90, lost control of his car, which went into the 
Des Plaines River in Kenosha County, Wisconsin. Fortu-
nately, two Good Samaritans came to his rescue. Greg 
Drozdziak, age 37, of Streamwood, Illinois, and another man 
jumped onto the roof of the car, which was almost com-
pletely underwater. They couldn’t open a door, so they used 
a hammer to break the sunroof and pull Mr. Weiss, who was 
dazed, out.130  

131. “It was Bang, Bang, Bang, Bang All Down the 
Highway” 

In July 2011 on Highway 1 in British Columbia, Canada, a 
44-year-old driver suffered a heart attack in a Volkswagen 
that kept moving. Three motorists and a passenger saved her 
life and kept her car from causing a crash by boxing in her 
car and bringing it to a stop and then giving her CPR. Burn-
aby salesman Courtney Smith saw a black Volkswagen be-
ing driven erratically, nearly causing a collision with another 
car. Mr. Smith said, “The Volkswagen was driving straight, 
then all of a sudden it went to the left, just missing the 

 
129 Source: Lyndell Betzner, “LETTER: Hamden Good Samaritan 
thanked.” Letter to the Editor. Post-Chronicle (Covering Hamden, 
North Haven, and Wallingford, Connecticut). 4 March 2012 
<http://www.ctpostchronicle.com/articles/2012/03/04/opinion/doc4f4e8
67c7fa71197223094.txt>. 
130 Source: “Man, 90, Rescued After Car Goes Into River: Good Samar-
itans Rescue Man From Nearly Submerged Vehicle.” Channel 3000 
(Madison, Wisconsin). Associated Press. 1 February 2012 
<http://www.channel3000.com/news/30355636/detail.html>. 
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Ferrari, and was bouncing along against the [median] bar-
rier.” A black Jeep then drove close to the black 
Volkswagen. The two men inside the Jeep, Surrey business 
administration students Harvey Sahsi, age 22, and Ibsan Is-
lam, age 24, saw that the female driver inside the 
Volkswagen was unconscious. They worried that the 
Volkswagen would veer back into traffic and cause an acci-
dent. Mr. Sahsi said, “I just stayed beside her to make sure 
she didn’t come back into traffic.” Mr. Smith then drove up 
to the Volkswagen. He realized that the unconscious woman 
needed immediate medical help. Mr. Smith said, “I was won-
dering what was wrong, and as I passed the Jeep I could see 
they were boxing the VW in so it couldn’t come back into 
traffic and then I saw [the VW driver] slumped over onto the 
passenger’s seat.” He added, “If you have a heart attack, you 
only have eight or nine minutes to survive.” Mr. Smith then 
drove his car in front of the Volkswagen and slowed down 
until the Volkswagen hit his car. By doing this, he was able 
to slow down the Volkswagen and eventually bring it to a 
stop. Mr. Smith said, “She was smashing against the guard-
rail and banging into me. I’d put on the brakes, and then 
when I felt the weight of her car pushing me ahead, I’d re-
lease them a bit. It was bang, bang, bang, bang all down the 
highway, but after about 500 yards we had her stopped.” Ron 
MacLeod, an enforcement officer with the Agricultural Land 
Commission, had joined the procession and had placed his 
truck behind the Volkswagen. Mr. Smith said, “When he saw 
us slowing the lady down, he got behind and put his [blink-
ing] lights on to warn other drivers.” With the car stopped, 
they needed to get the woman out. Mr. Sahsi said, “The 
woman’s eyes were open, but she couldn’t do anything. We 
were banging on the windows trying to get in and someone 
handed me a wrench, but the guy who had stopped her came 
with a tire iron and smashed in the back window.” Mr. Smith 
said, “When we grabbed her, she didn’t have a pulse. We 
dragged her out and put her in front of her car on the 
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highway.” Mr. Islam waved vehicles around them, Mr. Sahsi 
called 911, and Mr. MacLeod and Mr. Smith gave the 
woman CPR. Mr. Smith said, “I was doing compressions, 
Ron [MacLeod] was doing mouth-to-mouth, and we finally 
got her breathing. Then a cop came and he took over the 
compressions. Then the paramedics came and took her 
away.” Paramedics took the woman to a hospital, where she 
was in critical condition. Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
“E” Division spokeswoman Corporal Annie Linteau said 
about the heroes, “It’s amazing, really amazing what they 
did.” She added, “We’re very thankful for the actions of Mr. 
Smith and Mr. MacLeod as well as Mr. Sahsi and Mr. Islam 
who stopped to help. They not only helped save this 
woman’s life, it’s very likely they also prevented other seri-
ous injuries, or worse, as this all occurred on the busiest 
highway in the region during rush hour.” Corporal Linteau 
praised Mr. Smith: “His driving was very skillful, and he dis-
played an enormous amount of bravery doing what he 
did.”131 

132. Police Officer Brian Trujillo and 10-Year-Old Erin 
Bolefahr: Two Heroes 

On 3 March 2012 in Commerce City, Colorado, Erin Bole-
fahr had a problem with her Type 2 diabetes and started driv-
ing erratically. Erin’s 10-year-old daughter, Kali Collins, 
who was in the car with her twin 8-year-old sisters, Kaden 
and Kamryn, said, “The car gets out of control and she gets 
out of control and she starts driving on the wrong side of the 
road and going backwards.” Kali called her father, Kevin, 
and he told her to call 911 while he did the same thing. Kevin 
Collins said, “You know the phrase ‘my heart dropped into 
my stomach.’ I guess that’s what happened. My whole life 

 
131 Source: Gerry Bellett, “Motorists pull off amazing rescue on High-
way 1.” Vancouver Sun (Canada). 23 July 
2011 <http://www.liveleak.com/view?i=775_1311445349>. 
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is in that car.” He added, “It’s kind of weird to have your 
worst nightmare come true. It was pretty nerve-wracking for 
me to know my daughter is on the phone crying.” Kali was 
hysterical when she called 911. The dispatcher calmed her 
down and asked which businesses she could see so the dis-
patcher could determine the car’s location. Commerce City 
veteran police officer Brian Trujillo arrived and was able to 
open the door of the slowly moving car and turn off the en-
gine. Detective Christian Rasmussen, spokesman for the 
Commerce City Police Department said, “In this situation 
the real hero is the 10-year-old Kali. She called 911. She did 
the right thing, was able to tell them where they were at. Of-
ficer [Trujillo] did an awesome job as well. He came on 
scene, he acted fast, he’s trained to do that stuff. Get on 
scene, act fast, and make the situation safe. He did just that, 
did an awesome job.”132 

133. “I was Determined to Get the Kids Out, But I 
Didn’t Know How, and I was Afraid They’d be Dead by 
the Time I Got to Them. Time is Life, and Time was 
Running Out” 

On 31 December 2011, Roger Andersen, age 46, of Logan, 
Utah, lost control of his Honda Accord, which plunged into 
the cold Logan River along U.S. 89 in Logan Canyon. The 
car was upside down with three children still inside: his nine-
year-old daughter (Miya) and four-year-old son (Baylor) and 
a second nine-year-old girl (Kenya). Mr. Andersen got out 
through a shattered window, but the current of the river 
moved the car in such a way that Mr. Andersen was unable 
to use the opening to get to the children. He screamed, “My 
kids! My kids!” Former police officer and current bodyguard 
Chris Willden, age 35, stopped and plunged into the river. 

 
132 Source: Anastasiya Bolton, “Girl, 10, helps save mom after diabetic 
episode in car.” MSNBC.MSN.com. 5 March 2012 
<http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/46626360/ns/today-good_news/>. 



 115 

Mr. Willden said that the driver, Mr. Andersen, “was pan-
icked, doing everything he could to get in through the doors, 
but they wouldn’t budge.” Mr. Willden said, “I had tunnel 
vision, completely focused on the car. I was determined to 
get the kids out, but I didn’t know how, and I was afraid 
they’d be dead by the time I got to them. Time is life, and 
time was running out.” Unable to find a way to get to the 
children, he used his gun to shoot out one of the windows. 
He said, “I was trying to grab arms, but I couldn’t feel any-
thing. I’m thinking … what are we going to do?” He added, 
“I remember thinking to myself, ‘You’re going to see some 
dead kids, get ready. I’ve got three of my own and it was 
going to be [an awful] start to the New Year.” Fortunately, 
several other Good Samaritans had stopped. Mr. Willden 
said, “Someone yelled, ‘We’re gonna flip the car! We all got 
on one side and started lifting.” They turned the car right side 
up. One girl was trapped in her seat belt but had been in an 
air pocket, so she was still breathing. Mr. Willden used a 
knife to cut her seat belt and then pulled her through a rear 
passenger window. The other two children seemed lifeless 
when they were pulled out of the car; however, they were 
resuscitated and survived. Buzzy Mullahkel of North Logan 
said about the four-year-old boy, “Emotions started taking 
over when he started to breathe. Everybody started to cheer. 
Lots of tears and clapping.” Mr. Willden heard the cheers: 
“That was awesome. I knew that’s where the little boy was.” 
Mr. Willden comes from a family of helpers: Both he and his 
father are former police officers, and both his sister and his 
mother are emergency medical technicians. Mr. Willden 
said, “It’s in our family to go out and help others.” In Boun-
tiful, Utah, Mr. Willden operates a training facility called the 
Strategic Tactical Group, which helps train law enforcement 
personnel in the use of firearms. In an article written by 
Charles Remsberg and directed toward law enforcement per-
sonnel, Mr. Willden offered a number of teaching points: 1) 
“Regardless of the comfort level, always carry a knife, a gun, 
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and a flashlight. These are three things I never leave home 
without, and two of them came in very handy that day.” 2) 
“Keep your first aid and CPR certification up.” 3) “Train 
in the most inopportune, worst weather you can find. If you 
can accomplish things in crappy weather, it will be so much 
easier to deal with bad things that happen in good 
weather.” 4) “Seat belts are not easy to cut. Even with a 
razor-sharp blade, I had to saw through Kenya’s. [She was 
one of the girls trapped in the car.] I now carry a seat belt 
cutter and a glass breaker in my car.” He added, “I know 
the Glock people won’t advocate it, but I always wondered 
if my pistol would shoot underwater, so I tried it about five 
years ago. Standing in that river, I had full faith that the gun 
would do what I needed it to do.”133 

134. “I’ve Thanked God a Million Times in the Last 
Couple of Days” 

In December 2011 in Michigan, 15-year-old Dillon Gardner 
saved the life of his 17-year-old brother, Dane. Dillon said, 
“He’s going to owe me some favors.” Going home after bas-
ketball practice, Dane and Dillon were in an SUV together, 
with Dane driving. Dillon said, “He was going a little fast. 
He was going like 45. It was snowy, and we hit a slick spot.” 
Dane said, “I remember my car going completely sideways 
and … trying to turn it the other way, and then I just remem-
ber putting on the brakes, seeing that tree.” Dillon said, “I 
looked up right when we hit the tree, and I just remember all 
the glass shattering. I looked over to my left and he [Dane] 

 
133 Source: Associated Press, “Passersby rescue kids in icy river crash.” 
USA Today. 2 January 2012 
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-01-02/logan-
canyon-river-rescue/52328646/1>. Also: Charles Remsberg, “A 
trainer’s bold action turns disaster into heroic rescue.” PoliceOne.com. 
8 February 2012 <http://www.policeone.com/police-heroes/arti-
cles/5017841-A-trainers-bold-action-turns-disaster-into-heroic-res-
cue/>. 
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was sitting there … with blood pouring into his lap.” Dane 
suffered injuries to his face and to a bicep. With smoke fill-
ing the SUV after it caught on fire, Dillon took action to save 
his brother. He said, “The console … was over his seatbelt, 
and I pulled that and it ripped out.” Dillon put his brother on 
his back and started walking to find help, although he was 
barefoot. After he carried his brother on his back for one-half 
mile through snow, he saw a salt truck. The driver called 
911. After being treated for his injuries, Dane told his 
brother, “Without you here, I wouldn’t be here, so you saved 
my life and I’m really thankful for that.” He added, “I’m 
feeling really thankful that I’m alive.” Danna Gardner, the 
boys’ mother, said, “I’ve thanked God a million times in the 
last couple of days. People tell him, ‘Wow, that was really 
great! You pulled him out of a burning car.’ And Dillon said, 
‘Well, if I didn’t, my mom would be really mad at me.’ But 
I said he did it because he loves his brother.”134 

135. “Am I Going to be Able to Get Him Out, or is He 
Going to Die in Front of Me?” 

Around 2 a.m. on 3 December 2011, James Bray heard a 
noise after staying up late playing video games. He said, “I 
heard a really deep pop. I didn’t know what it was.” He 
looked out the window of his living room. He said, “I could 
see the car wrapped around the light pole. There was a little 
bit of fire under the engine. I told my wife to call 911, and I 
put on my shoes and pants.” Bray put on a short-sleeved T-
shirt as he ran to the burning car. Brian J. Hall, age 22, had 
driven a BMW at a fast speed into a utility pole at the inter-
section of McLoughlin and Grand boulevards in Vancouver, 

 
134 Source: Alexis Wiley, “Hero Teen Pulls Brother Out of Burning Car 
after Crash: Carried Him Barefoot in the Snow to Safety.”  WJBK 
(Detroit, Michigan). 29 December 2011 
<http://www.myfoxdetroit.com/dpp/news/local/hero-teen-pulls-brother-
out-of-burning-car-after-crash-20111229-ms>. 
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Washington. Two men exited the car, but the driver was still 
inside. Mr. Bray said, “I always carry a small flashlight, and 
I pulled it out of my pocket and hit the glass as hard as I 
could.” The glass did not break. He added, “I flipped it 
around and reversed my grip and hit it as hard as I could.” 
This time, the butt end of the flashlight broke the driver’s 
side window, and he could see the driver. Mr. Bray said, 
“The driver was groaning. His legs were on fire, basically. I 
told my wife to get the fire extinguisher. I could see the door 
was unlocked, so I tried to open the door. It was stuck.” Mr. 
Bray and the two passengers who had exited the car tried to 
open the door, saying, “1-2-3-PULL!” The door did not 
open. Mr. Bray’s wife, Mindy, gave him a fire extinguisher, 
and he tried to put out the flames. Each time he gave the 
flames a blast from the fire extinguisher, the flames died out 
and then flared up again. Meanwhile, one of the passengers 
was attempting to cut the driver’s seat belt with a folding 
knife that Mr. Bray had given him. Mr. Bray said, “The guy 
said he’d cut the belt, and we just had to pull” the driver out 
of the seat. They tried but were unable to. Mr. Bray said, 
“The guy had cut the shoulder belt, not the lap belt. That’s 
what was holding him in.” Mr. Bray asked for his knife so 
he could cut the seat belt, but in the confusion the knife was 
missing. Fortunately, Mr. Bray said, “I have a little Leather-
man tool on my key chain with a 2-inch blade. It was a new 
Leatherman. I hadn’t used it yet. I use my other knife every 
day, and the Leatherman was sharper.” Mr. Bray said that he 
was thinking, “Am I going to be able to get him out, or is he 
going to die in front of me?” He cut the driver’s seat belt, 
and the three men were able to pull the driver out of the win-
dow. He said about the driver, “His shoes had melted. His 
pants were on fire, but that went away pretty quickly.” The 
fire spread throughout the car. Although firefighters arrived 
within three minutes after being called, fire department 
spokesman Captain David James said, “The car was fully in-
volved when the first engine got there.” Mr. Hall was 
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transported to the Legacy Health System burn center in Port-
land, Oregon. Captain James added that the driver “would 
not have survived if he had not been pulled out.” Captain 
Bob Carroll, commander of the first Vancouver Fire Depart-
ment unit to arrive, said about Mr. Bray, “He saved the driver 
from burning up.”135 

136. “I’ve Seen These Fires Before in Cars and an Ex-
plosion could Happen Any Time but They Stayed with 
It, Which was Incredible” 

In November 2011, a car crashed early in the morning at 13th 
and Folsom in San Francisco, California. The car caught on 
fire, and a man was unconscious inside. A man named Kay-
two who did not want his face shown on TV said, “A little 
spark of flame started shooting out of the hood. Everyone 
was standing around yelling for the guy to wake up—he 
wouldn’t wake up.” The driver had knocked down a Folsom 
Street sign. Mr. Kaytwo said, “I grabbed that and started 
bashing the windows in, couldn’t do it—and then another 
guy started helping me with the windows and we both to-
gether got it.” Mr. Kaytwo added, “Then I saw the airbag 
catching on fire and then his clothes started catching fire a 
little bit. Another guy found a brick and helped us take out 
the rest of the windows.” San Francisco police officer Daniel 
Solorzano said, “When I arrived, the vehicle was fully en-
gulfed in flames. The victim had his seatbelt on. I got out my 
knife and cut the seatbelt off and helped pull him out of the 
vehicle.” Witness Pete Sellars said, “I think it’s very heroic. 
I think it’s risky. I’ve seen these fires before in cars and an 
explosion could happen any time, but they stayed with it, 
which was incredible.” Mr. Kaytwo said about the driver, 

 
135 Source: Tom Vogt, “Hero saves man from burning car.” Columbian 
(Clark County, Washington). 3 December 2011 
<http://www.columbian.com/news/2011/dec/03/he-saved-the-driver-
from-burning-up-vancouver-fire/>. 
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“I’m glad he is alive. I don’t really feel like a hero or any-
thing like that. I’m just glad a few of us were there to think 
fast and get him out of there.”136  

137. “It’s What I Signed Up For. It’s What I Put the 
Uniform on Every Day for … Stuff Like This” 

In October 2011, Ellsworth, Maine, police officer Andrew 
Weatherbee responded to a report of a car that had wrecked, 
rolled over onto its side, and caught on fire with the driver 
trapped inside. As he approached the car, he saw fire coming 
from the car’s hood. To rescue the driver, he had to go 
through the rear window. He broke the window with his ex-
pandable baton and then dragged the driver to safety. Officer 
Weatherbee said, “It’s what I signed up for. It’s what I put 
the uniform on every day for … stuff like this. It’s very re-
warding to actually see a difference … to help somebody 
out.”137 

138. “They are the Definition of Heroes” 

In the mid-afternoon of 1 September 2011 in Roseville, Min-
nesota, Rosendo Mendez, age 58, heard a loud crash: a mini-
van had struck a tree and then caught on fire. Mr. Mendez 
said, “I knew something happened out front. I ran out 
through the gate to the front yard. I saw a car up against a 
tree. Smoke was coming out the front end, and flames were 
coming from the windshield area. I knew someone was in 

 
136 Source: Amy Hollyfield and Vic Lee, “Man rescued from burning 
car in San Francisco.” KGO (San Francisco, California). 21 November 
2011 
<http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/story?section=news/local/san_francisco&i
d=8439794>. 
137 Source: Mike DeSumma, “Ellsworth police officer pulls man from 
burning car.” WCSH (Portland, Maine). 10 October 2011 
<http://www.wcsh6.com/news/article/175824/2/Ellsworth-police-
officer-pulls-man-from-burning-car>. 
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there [the car] and I ran to help.” Meanwhile, his neighbor 
Susan Bacig called 911. Inside the car was a 300-pound 
semi-conscious man named Robert J. Anderson, age 63, of 
Brooklyn Park, Minnesota. Mr. Mendez tried to get Mr. An-
derson out. He said, “Through the corner of my eye, I could 
see smoke. I could feel the heat over the top of my head.” 
Flames began to shoot out of the car’s vents. Mr. Mendez’ 
wife, Pamela, helped with the rescue, grabbing one of Mr. 
Anderson’s legs and helping to pull him away from the burn-
ing car. Ms. Bacig also helped to drag Mr. Anderson to 
safety. Pamela Mendez said, “He [Rosendo] went into auto-
pilot. But I was freaking out. I was worried that the car was 
going to blow up and we could all die. Oh, my gosh, what is 
going to happen to us? It was scary.” A spokesman for the 
Roseville Fire Department said, “Without the quick actions 
of these residents, the driver would have suffered severe 
burns or possibly death. The actions of these citizens have 
no doubt saved the life of the vehicle’s driver. They are the 
definition of heroes.” Roseville firefighters and police ar-
rived and provided medical attention to Mr. Anderson and 
put out the fire.138 

139. “I’m Just an Average Guy, Doing What Average 
Guys are Supposed to Do: Help One Another in a Time 
of Need” 

On 17 January 2012, Stephen Jerome of Tiverton, Rhode Is-
land, saw a car accident on 495 South at approximately 
11:30 p.m. Two young men were inside, with broken legs. 
As Mr. Jerome was calling 911, the two men yelled, “Help 
us, please! The car is on fire!” Mr. Jerome dragged the two 
men away from the car before it exploded. Mr. Jerome said, 

 
138 Source: Scott Carlson, “A 2011 Roseville Hero: Rosendo Mendez 
Pulls Man From Burning Vehicle.” Roseville Patch (Minnesota). 27 
December 2011 <http://roseville.patch.com/articles/a-2011-roseville-
hero-mendez-pulls-man-from-burning-vehicle>. 
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“I’m no hero. I’m just an average guy, doing what average 
guys are supposed to do: help one another in a time of 
need.”139 

140. Born-Again Christian Becomes a Hero 

In early 2006, Chris Lovas, age 26, rescued a man inside a 
burning car following an accident on the Edens Expressway 
north of Chicago, Illinois. Skokie (Illinois) Fire Chief Ralph 
Czerwinski said, “The car was rapidly engulfed in flames. 
He’s pretty lucky he had a guardian angel remove him from 
the vehicle.” Chris said that he was a troublemaker as a 
youth, but he became a different person as a born-again 
Christian. He said, “I’ve definitely been trying to change my 
life around. A few years ago, I wouldn’t have done anything 
like this, but I believe in the Bible now.” He added, “I grew 
up in Northbrook, and definitely had a reputation of causing 
some trouble there.” As a boy, he tried to set a fire in the 
washroom at St. Norbert School and got caught. On the day 
that he became a hero, Chris was a passenger in a car driven 
by his friend Matt Durso. They saw a car go out of control 
and become airborne after hitting a ditch. The car uprooted 
a tree, which then fell on the car, which caught fire. Chris 
said, “I told my friend, ‘Pull over now.’ He pulled over, and 
as I got out he said, ‘Let me call 911,’ and I tossed him my 
phone. I opened the driver’s door, and noticed the man in the 
back seat. His face was covered with blood. I grabbed him 
and pulled him out. In case he had a spinal injury, I tried to 
brace him. I dragged him a safe distance from the vehicle.” 
He went back to check if anyone else were in the car, and it 
exploded shortly afterward. Chris’ father, Al, said, “He’s a 
good kid, and I’m pretty proud of him. It happened right in 

 
139 Source: John Guice, “Tiverton Man saves two young men from a car 
fire.” ABC6 (Rhode Island). 18 January 2012 
<http://www.abc6.com/story/16549425/tiverton-man-says-two-young-
men-from-a-car-fire>. 
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front of him. I can’t believe people don’t stop when they see 
something like that, don’t want to get involved.” Chris said 
that he used to have “anger issues, relationship issues. Peo-
ple would say I was a good friend, a loyal friend. But I didn’t 
have any strongly grounded morals, moral values.” In the 
spring of 2004, he became a born-again Christian. He also 
became a Guardian Angel, one of a group of people who pa-
trol urban streets in an effort to reduce crime. Chris knows 
why he stopped to rescue the man in the burning car: “We 
live in a pretty godless time, and I know people don’t think 
this way much. But I really felt the change, and it was the 
biggest change in my life.”140 

141. “I Don’t Really Feel like s Hero. I Just Felt Like I 
was Doing what Needed to be Done at the Time” 

In late 2011, Corey Cusack saw a car on fire in Pocatello, 
Idaho. He said, “I saw a car heading towards the intersection. 
It was completely engulfed in flames. I thought to myself, 
‘What is going on here?’” The car stopped, but no one got 
out. Mr. Cusack said, “I just saw that the guy was coughing 
[and] choking on the smoke. Then I realized that I needed to 
physically get this guy out of the car, so I grabbed him and 
got him away from the fuel and flames.” He added, “It was 
pretty much just a reaction. I didn’t put much thought pro-
cess into it; I just knew I had to get the people out of there.” 
Eduardo Hernandez, who works with Mr. Cusack, arrived 
and helped. They learned that a dog was still in the burning 
car. They tried to rescue the dog, but were unsuccessful. Mr. 
Cusack said, “It’s hard to know what would have happened, 
but we’re just glad we were there and able to get the guy 
out.” Mr. Hernandez said, “He just made it happen and saved 
a guy’s life. It’s awesome.” Mr. Cusack said, “I don’t really 

 
140 Source: “Hero pulls man from burning car.” Good News Blog. 9 
February 2006 <http://www.goodnewsblog.com/2006/02/09/hero-pulls-
man-from-burning-car>. 
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feel like a hero. I just felt like I was doing what needed to be 
done at the time.”141 

142. “I had to Get Him. I had to Get Him Out No Mat-
ter What” 

In January 2012 in Southwest Miami Dade, Florida, Allen 
English lost control of his truck, which went into a canal. He 
said, “I have a problem where I start coughing and pass out.” 
Fortunately, a Good Samaritan named Marcus Rowell res-
cued him from the sinking truck. Mr. Rowell said, “I had to 
get him. I had to get him out no matter what.” Mr. Rowell 
got Mr. English out of the truck, and Mr. English regained 
consciousness in time to see his truck sink. He said, “The 
problem is I have nothing to go to work with now.” But he 
is still alive. Mr. Rowell said, “It’s a good day. It’s a blessed 
day.”142 

143. “It Couldn’t have Gone More Perfect” 

In February 2012 in Plumcreek Township, Pennsylvania, 
Christopher Bills, age 29, was driving his four-year-old 
daughter, Carmen, to see her mother, Mary Smail, when his 
Ford Explorer hit some ice and landed upside-down in an icy 
creek. Mr. Bills got out through a window but was unable to 
get to his daughter, who fortunately was able to breathe in 
an air pocket. Mr. Bills said, “I could hear her crying.” Chad 
Harkleroad, Tim Harkleroad, and Brad Richardson, who 
work for Rural Valley Construction Inc., came by, saw Mr. 
Bills standing up to his neck in icy water and yelling for help, 

 
141 Source: Jake Taylor, “Local Hero Pulls Man From Burning Car.” 
Localnews8.com (Idaho Falls, Idaho). 6 December 2011 
<http://www.localnews8.com/news/29937501/detail.html>. 
142 Source: “Driver rescued after crashing into canal.” WSVN-TV 
(Florida). 31 January 2012 
<http://www.wsvn.com/news/articles/local/21006565524569/driver-
rescued-after-crashing-into-canal/>. 
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and immediately came to the rescue. The three men used 
their truck’s towing equipment to move the SUV partway 
out of the icy water. Two more Rural Valley Construction 
employees, Scott Harkleroad and Dave Marshall, arrived 
and helped. Chad Harkleroad said, “I crawled out on the car 
and busted a window to try and see if I could see her.” Scott 
Harkleroad saw Carmen’s foot, grabbed it, and got her out 
of the vehicle. They wrapped the cold girl in coats, and Scott 
Harkleroad and Mr. Marshall performed CPR on her. She 
was taken to Children’s Hospital in Pittsburgh. Her body 
temperature was only 50 degrees, and she was unable to 
breathe on her own. One week later, however, she was off 
the ventilator that had breathed for her, and she was playing 
and talking in the hospital’s playroom. Her father said, 
“She’s back to her normal self.” He added that the arrival of 
the construction-worker heroes was “pretty much immedi-
ate. It couldn’t have gone more perfect.” Bruce Harkleroad, 
owner of the construction company, said that all of his crew-
members are required to know CPR: “This time it really paid 
off.”143 

144. “I’ve been Involved in Surf Lifesaving for 30 
Years, and I’ve Never Seen Anyone so Young Come to 
the Aid of Someone so Old” 

In January 2010, a middle-aged man got into trouble when 
he was caught by a rip current at a beach in Queensland, 
Australia. Fortunately, he was rescued—by two eight-year-
old boys. Jake Satherley and his friend Spencer Jeams no-
ticed that the man was having trouble, and they pulled him 

 
143 Source: Brigid Beatty, “Rescued Armstrong girl on way to full re-
covery.” Leader Times (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania). 21 February 2012 
<http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/leadertimes/news/s_782677.html>. 
Also: Brigid Beatty, “Girl, 4, seriously hurt when SUV rolls into 
creek.” Leader Times (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania). 14 February 2012 
<http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/leadertimes/news/s_782677.html>. 
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onto their board. Jake’s mother, Aleena, said, “They just 
went into action until the lifesaver realized what was hap-
pening.” Jake said about the man he and his friend rescued, 
“We saw him put his hand up and saying ‘help, help’ so we 
went over to him and pulled him on our board.” Northcliffe 
Life Saving Club president David Shields said, “I’ve been 
involved in surf lifesaving for 30 years, and I’ve never seen 
anyone so young come to the aid of someone so old. They 
really did perform well above their years; we’re just so proud 
of them and the way they acted instinctively.” Mr. Shields 
added, “We gave them a round of applause and explained 
what happened at the start of the holiday program that started 
this morning. We’ve got our annual dinner coming up, and 
we’ll go further with medals and appropriate recognition. 
For boys so young to act the way they did, we’re just so 
proud of them and they will be rewarded.” Aleena Satherley 
said that she gave her son a “big high five and hug.” Both 
Jake and Spencer are in nippers, a kind of junior surf lifesav-
ing program, although they are so young that they are hardly 
expected to rescue people. Ms. Satherley said, “It’s human 
nature to try and help people, and when someone’s got their 
hand up yelling ‘help,’ the boys just went into action.”144 

145. Nine-Year-Old Saves Father’s Life 

Luke Wedesweiler’s father, Mark, had a seizure while they 
were in a kayak during a family vacation at the Bonnie Vale 
Camping Ground, south of Sydney, Australia. They fell into 
the water, and nine-year-old Luke saved his father’s life by 
swimming to him and holding his head out of the water and 
yelling for help. Luke said, “"I thought he was playing 
around and then I saw him shaking and blood was coming 
out of his mouth and he couldn’t do any signal to me. It was 

 
144 Source: Sarah Collerton, “Nippers hailed for daring surf rescue.” 
ABC (Australia). 12 January 2010 <http://www.abc.net.au/news/2010-
01-11/nippers-hailed-for-daring-surf-rescue/1204872>. 
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nerve-wracking and scary. I thought he was going to die.” 
Off-duty paramedic Naomi Whitford of Caringbah Ambu-
lance Station, as well as other people, heard Luke and came 
to the rescue, getting them to shore and Luke’s father to a 
hospital. Ms. Whitford said, “Luke’s actions had undoubt-
edly saved his father’s life.” The Ambulance Service of New 
South Wales named Luke the first triple-0 hero for 2012. In 
Australia, 000 is the equivalent of the United States’ 911.145 

146. Children Get in Trouble But Save Themselves 

On 17 February 2012 in Kelowna, British Columbia, Can-
ada, three children—a 12-year-old boy, a 12-year-old girl, 
and an 11-year-old girl—played on the ice of a frozen lake. 
The boy fell through the ice, and then the 11-year-old girl 
fell through the ice while trying to rescue the boy. Fortu-
nately, the children were able to save themselves. The 11-
year-old girl had a difficult time trying to stay afloat because 
one of her arms was injured and in a sling. The boy knew 
that she needed help, so he dived under the water and came 
up from underneath her and pushed her up. The 12-year-old 
girl helped pull the 11-year-old girl on top of the ice. Then 
the 12-year-old girl helped pull the boy on top of the ice. The 
children then went to the home of the 11-year-old girl to 
warm up. Kelowna Royal Canadian Mounted Police Consta-
ble Kris Clark said, “This is a fabulous story. The fact that 
the boy and the older girl had the presence of mind to act in 
such a fashion.” Constable Clark praised the boy: “He was 
in grave danger, and by all accounts he was basically blue 

 
145 Source: Henry Budd, “Hero Luke Wedesweiler quick action saved 
Dad.” The Daily Telegraph (Australia). 3 March 2012 
http://www.news.com.au/hero-luke-wedesweiler-quick-action-saved-
dad/story-e6freuzi-1226287825096>. Also: Emma Partridge, “Cronulla 
student saves father’s life.” St George & Sutherland Shire Leader (Aus-
tralia). 2 March 2012 <http://www.theleader.com.au/news/lo-
cal/news/general/cronulla-student-saves-fathers-life/2475339.aspx>. 
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when he came out of the water. To recognize that the 
younger girl was in trouble and that he needed to get her out 
or she would die, that was phenomenal. Only 12 years of age, 
and he was already thinking of others.”146 

147. Yes, He’s a Hero, But Next Time Please Bring 
Safety Gear 

On 22 February 2012, in the sea off South Taranaki. New 
Zealand, the motor of a dinghy carrying Jason Rankin, age 
30; Francis Katene, age 30; and Dakota Janoway, age 17, 
failed. Mr. Rankin swam to shore and got help for his com-
panions from the South Taranaki Coastguard. However, po-
lice cited them for their lack of safety equipment. Senior Ser-
geant Blair Burnett, of Hawera, said, “When there’s a motor, 
there’s potential for a problem; by not having the safety gear, 
you put police and search and rescue workers at risk. We 
could have been dealing with multiple fatalities which would 
have tied up resources for weeks.” Senior Constable Jeff 
McGrath, who was the search and rescue incident controller, 
said about the three men, “They had no light, no EPIRB, no 
marine radio, no cellphone, no communication gear of any 
kind and no other means of powering a boat.” Mr. Rankin 
said that they had accidentally left in their truck the cell-
phone that they usually took with them. To get help for his 
friends, Mr. Rankin swam 700 meters to shore. Mr. Rankin 
said, “We were cruising along and the boat just didn’t go and 
then it wouldn’t start again. We tried paddling with the oars 
and throwing the anchor out and pulling ourselves along, but 
we weren’t getting anywhere. There was a really strong 

 
146 Source: Elaine O’Connor, “Hero children save each other after a fall 
through lake ice.” National Post (Canada). 8 March 2012 
<http://news.nationalpost.com/2012/03/08/hero-children-save-each-
other-after-a-fall-through-lakeice/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_me-
dium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+NPCanada+%28Na-
tional+Post+-+Canada+Top+Stories%29>. 
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current.” Fortunately, Mr. Rankin had a wetsuit, a buoyancy 
control device, and flippers. He said, “I wouldn’t have got 
anywhere without them. It was about 700-800 metres be-
cause I had to angle off to the point, but it felt like 10 kilo-
metres. I swam on my back for a while to get my bearings 
and just powered through it.” Mr. Rankin’s fitness helped 
him to reach shore. He said that farming and playing on the 
Hawera Hawks rugby team helped him stay fit. He also 
praised the coastguard: “They got right to the point. The 
coastguard do a wonderful job.” Mr. Katene said, “A big 
thank you to everyone that helped us out.”147 

148. Girl Can’t Swim, But Fortunately, Big Brother 
Can 

On Father’s Day 2010, Steven O’Connor of Hollis, New 
Hampshire, saved his six-year-old sister from drowning. He 
said, “I’m just very proud of that moment, and just, I don't 
think anybody could have reacted as fast as I did.” His sister, 
MacKenzie, said was in a in a backyard swimming pool. Ste-
ven said, “I just saw her arms flailing, and the reaction was 
to dive, [to] save her.” MacKenzie said, “I was in the deep 
end, and I didn’t know how to swim.” Steven, the closest to 
her, jumped into the pool and pulled his sister to safety. The 
children’s father, John O’Connor, said, “I’m proud of him. 
I’m ecstatic. This happened on Father’s Day, and I got the 
best Father’s Day gift I could get that day.” In March 2012, 
the Boy Scouts of America gave Steven the Medal of 
Merit.148 

 
147 Source: Kirsty McMurray, “Fishermen saved by hero mate.” Stuff 
(New Zealand). 24 February 2012 
<http://www.stuff.co.nz/national/6472141/Fishermen-saved-by-hero-
mate>. 
148 Source: “Hollis Boy Scout Hailed As Hero: Steven O’Connor Saved 
Sister From Near Drowning.” WMUR (New Hampshire). 3 March 
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149. “It was Either I Stand There and Watch Someone 
Drown or Risk My Life. So I Just had to Do It” 

Two Irish tourists in Australia talked about swimming across 
the Yarra River in Melbourne at night. British barman Dave 
Brearley, age 22, from Manchester, England, who had been 
in Australia for four months on a working holiday, warned 
them not to attempt it, saying that the river was filthy. Un-
fortunately, about 10 minutes later, the tourists, who were 
fully clothed and wearing jeans, entered the water. They got 
into trouble and started yelling for help. Mr. Brearley res-
cued one of the tourists, but the other drowned. Mr. Brearley 
said that after he heard the cries for help, he “just dived in. 
When I thought about jumping in, I was scared. I thought, ‘I 
could be in the same position as them in five minutes. I could 
be drawn in myself.’ But I couldn’t stand there and watch 
someone drown. So it was either I stand there and watch 
someone drown or risk my life. So I just had to do it.” Mr. 
Brearley added, “I’ve heard the best thing to do is drag them 
out backwards. So I put my arm over his shoulder as if I was 
grabbing him from behind and dragged him out backwards. 
He was panicking and in shock, and he swallowed a lot of 
water so I was trying to keep him calm and get him to the 
edge as fast as possible.” He succeeded in getting the tourist 
to shore. He said, “By the time I got to the edge, someone 
asked me if there was anyone else in the water. I said, 
‘Yeah—his friend is still in there.’ And a few other guys 
jumped in and tried to help him, but obviously weren’t suc-
cessful.” Paramedic Susie Dean praised Mr. Brearley: 
“There was a very strong current in the Yarra tonight. It’s 
dark, cold, and he has been able to avert catastrophe for one 
of the people who was in the river. The waiter has been ab-
solutely heroic in what he’s done tonight to jump into the 
river.” Senior Sergeant John Fitzpatrick said, “Swimming 

 
2012 <http://www.wmur.com/news/30603634/detail.html>. 
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across the river at night when you’re dressed in inappropriate 
clothing like jeans is really a recipe for disaster.”149 

150. “People Need Help, You Help People” 

On 19 February 2012, heavy rains struck Sydney, Australia, 
washing away several cars with people inside them. One of 
the heroes responding was State Emergency Service (SES) 
volunteer Robert McFarland, a 46-year-old father of two. At 
Joynton Avenue in the inner suburb of Zetland, he saw cars 
floating. He went chest deep into the swiftly flowing water 
and pushed a car toward higher ground, and then he per-
formed other rescues, saving 10 people, among them a child 
and an elderly couple. In all, he performed rescues on six 
cars. Like many heroes, Mr. McFarland says that he is not a 
hero: “You’re just doing the job. People need help, you help 
people. You notice that thing where your adrenalin kicks in, 
and all the training you’ve been given.” Police and other SES 
workers later rescued 10 more people. SES commissioner 
Murray Kear said, “People like Robert really risk their lives 
to go into these floodwaters and rescue people.”150 

  

 
149 Source: Jonathan Pearlman, “Barman in Australia hailed a hero after 
saving Irish tourist as friend drowns.” The Irish Independent (Dublin, 
Ireland). 22 February 2012 <http://www.independent.ie/national-
news/barman-in-australia-hailed-a-hero-after-saving-irish-tourist-as-
friend-drowns-3028367.html>. 
150 Source: Stephen Johnson, “Sydney flood rescuer says he’s no hero.” 
The Sydney Morning Herald (Australia). 20 February 2012 
<http://news.smh.com.au/breaking-news-national/sydney-flood-
rescuer-says-hes-no-hero-20120220-1thqc.html>. 
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Chapter 4: 151-200 

151. Rob Wilkin: Australian Flash-Flood Hero 

In January 2011, a flash flood swept through Grantham, 
Australia. Rob Wilkin, age 28, was at home when a neighbor 
warned him about the wall of water coming toward them. 
Mr. Wilkin said, “I told my wife to take the kids to the higher 
ground of the railway embankment that runs across the street 
from outside the house and then got in my ute [utility vehi-
cle] to warn the other neighbors on the street.” Soon, he saw 
the wall of water: “It was massive, a huge wave that was 
about four feet high and more than 100 meters wide. As soon 
as I saw it, I raced straight home because I knew this was 
going to be something much worse than anybody thought.” 
His wife, Shandi, and their three young daughters were al-
ready safe on the embankment, so Mr. Wilkin ran to an el-
derly neighbor, Marcus. Mr. Wilkin said, “He was talking 
about saving his wife who was at home, but he would have 
been swept away.” Mr. Wilkin dragged the elderly neighbor 
to his [Mr. Wilkin’s] boat. With the neighbor and Mr. Wil-
kin’s brother, Jim, on board, he started the engine as the wall 
of water hit and made the street a river. Mr. Wilkin said, “I 
got in the boat to save my own skin, but there was people 
being swept along by the water who were holding onto the 
fence by the railway line. There was a middle-aged lady and 
her son clinging to a fence—they were both screaming. I 
managed to get the boat alongside and we heaved them in. 
Then there was another woman who was also holding on to 
a fence. I can’t tell you much about her … but we got her in 
the boat.” The boat washed up on the railway embankment, 
and Mr. Wilkin and his five passengers made it to safety. Mr. 
Wilkin said, “The house has gone, the car’s gone … 
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everything apart from the clothes we had on our backs that 
day.” But he and his family and his five passengers are still 
alive.151 

152. Police Officers Pulling Up to the House of a Teen-
age Boy is Not Always a Bad Thing 

In February 2006, nine-year-old Terena Hohepa disobeyed 
her mother and went wading in the water at Marine Parade 
near the National Aquarium of New Zealand. She was at the 
beach with three cousins: two 15-year-old girls and an 11-
year-old boy. Terena slipped while wading in the water; the 
water then pulled her away from shore. Her 11-year-old 
cousin tried to rescue her, and then Napier man Shannon 
Barwood tried to rescue the 11-year-old boy, but Mr. Bar-
wood was unable to reach the boy because of the powerful 
undertow and the huge waves. Fortunately, a 16-year-old 
boy named Zach Furniss dived into the water and got Terena, 
who was then about 20 meters away from shore. Zach said, 
“I didn’t really think about what I was going to do; I just 
jumped in.” He added, “I was really tired by the time I got to 
her, and I had no idea what I was going to do when I got 
there.” All three of the youths in the water made it back to 
shore. Zach said, “She was screaming, but not very loud, so 
I just put my arm around her and held her to my chest and 
she calmed right down. We were both tired […] she was 
breathing pretty heavily because she would have swallowed 
heaps of water, but at least she was breathing.” Terena’s 
mother, Megan Singh, said, “We just heard the [emergency] 
sirens, so we went to the window … I thought of the kids 
straightaway. I was just scared, really scared. I was walking 
over, my heart was pumping, hoping it wasn’t them.” 

 
151 Source: Tom Reilly, “One good Samaritan and five lives saved in a 
day.” The Age (Melbourne, Australia). 13 January 2011 
<http://www.theage.com.au/environment/weather/one-good-samaritan-
and-five-lives-saved-in-a-day-20110112-19oax.html>. 
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Wrapped in a blanket, Terena was on the beach with the po-
lice. Ms. Singh said, “She was saying, ‘Sorry, Mum, sorry.’ 
She knew she wasn’t allowed in the water.” She added, “I 
just thanked him [Zach] for saving my girl’s life. I said if he 
wasn’t there, she wouldn’t be here.” Both Terena and Zach 
went to a hospital to recover. Zach said, “The cops pulled up 
to my house, and my Dad thought, ‘Oh no, here we go.’ They 
[his parents] were pretty proud when they came to the hos-
pital, though.”152 

153. Peter Apaapa Gives His Life to Rescue His Son and 
His Nephew 

Peter Apaapa, age 54, gave his life to rescue two 11-year-old 
children: his son and his nephew. On 10 February 2012, the 
two children had been caught in the current at Te Puna 
beach, near Tauranga, New Zealand. Peter and his wife, Ka-
hui, ran to rescue the children. Reihana Rolleston, the sister 
of Peter’s wife, said, “He pushed the boys to her and she got 
them, but she couldn’t grab him. The sea just took him.” 
Both children, Peter Junior and Cotton Tai, survived. Peter’s 
brother, Nick, said about Peter, “He and Kahui always 
helped a lot of people. Even though I am the older brother, 
he was always there for me.”153 

 
152 Source: Reon Suddaby, “Top Story: Youth saves girl.” Hawke’s Bay 
Today (New Zealand). 13 February 2006 
<http://www.hawkesbaytoday.co.nz/news/top-story-youth-saves-
girl/957242/>. Also: Hinerangi Vaimoso, “Terena’s still here thanks to 
Zach.” Hawke’s Bay Today (New Zealand). 21 February 2006 
<http://www.hawkesbaytoday.co.nz/news/terenas-still-here-thanks-to-
zach/957566/>. 
153 Source: Cherie Howie, “Hero dad gives his life.” New Zealand Her-
ald. 12 February 2012 
<http://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/news/article.cfm?c_id=1&objectid=107
84989&ref=rss>. 
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154. Mother Rescues Four-Year-Old Daughter 

At her home in Southwest Miami-Dade, Florida, Rose, age 
four, nearly drowned when her arm got stuck in a pool suc-
tion drain. Fortunately, her mother noticed what was hap-
pening and rescued her. Her mother, Ms. (no first name 
given) Schmidt-Cozier, said, “She was drifting, she was 
drifting off, she was starting to close her eyes and that’s 
when I jumped in. This is a matter of 25 seconds, that every-
thing happened.” Ms. Schmidt-Cozier used the CPR that she 
had learned nine years previously to resuscitate Rose: “I re-
membered there was something that I needed to do here, and 
I basically did it like four times, and then I went back to the 
nose and mouth, and then she started throwing up water.” 
Candace Rausch of the Miami Children’s Hospital Trauma 
Center said, “Drowning is called the silent killer; it takes just 
a few seconds, less than a minute, to completely lose con-
sciousness and die.” People with home pools should make 
sure that the drains are properly and tightly screwed in, and 
they should watch their children when they are in or near the 
pool. Ms. Schmidt-Cozier advised, “Take a CPR course, and 
even if they are the best swimmers in the world, anything 
can happen.”154 

155. Mother Does Exactly the Right Thing During Res-
cue of Three-Year-Old Daughter 

In August 2009 in Florida, a three-year-old girl’s arm be-
came lodged in a pool pipe. Her mother kept the little girl’s 
head above water and kept her calm as fire and rescue teams 
rescued her. Captain Jose Marti of Key Biscayne Fire and 
Rescue said that the mother was “a rock” throughout the or-
deal. The rescue workers tore up the concrete around the 

 
154 Source: “Mother saves daughter from pool drain, warns other fami-
lies.” WSVN.com. 17 July 2008 
<http://www1.wsvn.com/news/articles/local/MI91497/>. 
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pipe in which the little girl’s arm was lodged up to the elbow 
and eventually cut the pipe away from the pool drain. Deputy 
Chief Eric Lang of the Key Biscayne Fire Department vis-
ited the girl in the hospital, where he said that she was “in 
great spirits.” She was released later.155 

156. “It Reaffirms Your Faith in People and Humanity 
that So Many People Stepped in to Help that Didn’t 
Have To” 

On 11 January 2012, the Dallas, Texas family of Andy At-
kins, his wife (Jenny) and their four-year-old son (Logan) 
ran into trouble when the small seaplane they were in 
crashed into the water off of Roatan, a small island near Hon-
duras. Fortunately, some Good Samaritans quickly rescued 
them. Mr. Atkins said, “I looked out the window, out the side 
of the plane, and I could see the ocean and the reef. I guess 
part of me thought it looked a little close. Really, the next 
thing I know, I was upside down in the water … still 
strapped in and wondering what happened. It took me just a 
second of talking to my brain to realize, wow, we really 
crashed and you’re not dead, but you’ve got to get out of here 
before you drown.” The seaplane’s pilot helped free Mr. At-
kins, who was underwater, from the seat restraints. Mr. At-
kins said, “He got me to the surface … I asked him what 
happened, and he said, ‘We lost an engine.’ I said, ‘Where’s 
my wife and kid?’ and he said, ‘I don’t know.’” Mr. Atkins 
dived to free his wife and child, as did the pilot. Mr. Atkins 
had to resurface and dive again, and the pilot was able to free 
his wife and child. Mr. Atkins said, “He had gotten my wife 
and had helped her get out, and she pushed the baby with her 
last bit of consciousness to me. As I brought him to the sur-
face, there she was at the surface almost at exactly the same 

 
155 Source: “Rescuers Recall Pool Drain Ordeal.” CBS. 25 August 2009 
<http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2009/08/25/earlyshow/main5264319
.shtml>. 
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time.” People on a nearby parasailing boat witnessed the 
crash and came to the rescue. One rescuer said, “We all dove 
in and swam just as quickly as we could [to rescue the pilot 
and the Akins family]. The timing was impeccable; we were 
just at the right place at the right time.” A second boat con-
tained two doctors who treated the victims of the crash. Mr. 
Atkins said, “My wife and son, I’m not sure what the out-
come would have been without those doctors. I just shudder 
to think.” He added, “They got both of them on the back of 
that boat to give them oxygen and treated them with all their 
skill.” Mr. Atkins did say that one positive thing came from 
the crash: “It reaffirms your faith in people and humanity 
that so many people stepped in to help that didn’t have to. 
We appreciate that we feel like we’ve been given a second 
chance, and we want to try to help other people when we see 
other people that need help.”156 

157. Saving the Life of a NASCAR VIP 

On 19 April 2002, Jack Roush, a millionaire NASCAR VIP, 
celebrated his 60th birthday by flying his plane near Troy, 
Alabama. Unfortunately, he hit some power lines, and his 
plane fell into Palos Verdes Lake. Fortunately, Larry Hicks, 
a 52-year-old game warden and retired Marine sergeant ma-
jor, saw the crash from his living room. Donna, his wife, 
called 911, and he sailed a small motorboat to the spot where 
a wing stuck out of the lake and dived twice to find and res-
cue Mr. Roush, who was not breathing, but whom Mr. Hicks 
revived with CPR. Since the rescue, Mr. Roush has given 
Mr. Hicks many gifts such as free trips to NASCAR races. 
Mr. Hicks is himself a survivor whose cancer of the nose and 
larynx is in remission. In fact, just two months before the 

 
156 Source: Michael Inbar, “Dad of family in crash: ‘We’ve been given 
a second chance.’” MSNBC.MSN.com. 23 January 2012 
<http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/46099350/ns/today-
good_news/#.Tx2O1phBR4c>. 
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rescue, his doctors advised his wife to make sure that his will 
was in order. Mr. Hicks said, “Maybe I was supposed to be 
here because of Jack.”157 

158. “She Saw Them [Drowning] at the Bottom and She 
had Complete Confidence in Her [Nine-Year-Old] 
Son—She Told Him to Dive in and Help Them” 

On 1 August 2011 in San Jose, California, a three-year-old 
girl was being carried on her grandfather’s back in a swim-
ming pool in an apartment complex when he slipped into the 
deep end of the pool. Both needed to be rescued. A woman 
noticed that the two needed help and took action. Fire Cap-
tain Mary Gutierrez, who responded to the 911 calls, said, 
“She saw them at the bottom and she had complete confi-
dence in her son—she told him to dive in and help them.” 
Her son, fourth-grader Ishaan Singh, age nine, swam to the 
bottom of the pool and got the three-year-old girl and 
brought her to the surface. Bystanders, including her brother, 
one of Ishaan’s friends, lifted her out of the water. A female 
swimming instructor who was conducting a private lesson 
rescued the grandfather. Both the girl and her grandfather 
were taken to a hospital. Fire Captain Gutierrez said, “It 
would have been a completely different outcome if the boy 
and other bystanders hadn’t acted so quickly. Had an adult 
not observed them and the nine-year-old boy not been so 
brave, this incident would have had a very different ending.” 
She added that Ishaan had told her that he was proud because 
he had saved a life. Fire Captain Gutierrez also pointed out, 
“It only takes a child a few seconds to drown, even in the 
shallow end of the pool, so they need to be supervised 100 
percent of the time. Flotation devices are a must on children. 
And adults need to remember that even if we’re strong and 

 
157 Source: Richard Jerome, Susan Schindehette, “Their Finest Hour.” 
People (Vol. 58, No. 24). 9 December 2002 
<http://www.people.com/people/archive/article/0,,20138700,00.html>. 
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good swimmers, we could have a medical event or misjudge 
our abilities and put ourselves or others in danger.”158 

159. “No Matter Who It is and if They Need Help, I will 
Risk My Life. I will Do It” 

In August 2011, Charles Dale Ostrander, age 12, visited 
Long Beach, Washington, with a Spanaway, Washington, 
church group. While wearing long sleeves and long pants, he 
waded in the water of Long Beach Peninsula, and he was 
swept out to sea by a riptide. Nicole Kissel, age 12, was in 
the water on her boogie board. She heard Dale shouting for 
help and went out to try to rescue him. Both clung to her 
boogie board as they tried to paddle to shore. Nicole worried 
about dying. She remembers, “I actually said out loud, ‘I’m 
going to die and I have so much more to do, and so does he.’” 
Eventually, a big wave separated the two. Dale was under-
water for 15 to 20 minutes before being rescued. He showed 
no vital signs after being rescued, but emergency personnel 
performed CPR on him, he was taken to a hospital, where he 
awoke out of a coma and breathed on his own and spoke. 
Damian Mulinix, a photojournalist who was on the scene, 
said, “Literally, he was dead for 20 minutes, half an hour 
probably.” Dale’s father, Chad Ostrander, said, “He’s lucky 
just to be here. We’ve always maintained no matter what 
happens … we have a strong faith in God.” Nicole remem-
bers that she said a bad word while trying to rescue Dale. 
Dale responded, “God doesn’t like that.” Nicole’s father, 
Shannon, rescued another person in the church group who 
needed help, and then he went out to Nicole and Dale. By 
the time he reached Nicole, she had been separated from 
Dale by the big wave, and she and her father could not locate 

 
158 Source: Erin McLaughlin, “Hero 9-Year-Old Rescues Drowning 
Toddler.” ABC News. 2 August 2011 
<http://abcnews.go.com/US/drowning-toddler-rescued-hero-san-jose-
year/story?id=14214825#.TzE5D5hBR4c>. 
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him. Shannon brought Nicole to shore, and emergency per-
sonnel rescued Dale. Tim Minge, assistant pastor of the 
Bethel Baptist Church of Spanaway, said about Nicole, “She 
did everything she could.” Nicole said, “I’ve never been 
called a hero and I don’t deserve it. I wasn’t the one who 
saved him.” What will she do if she again runs into a situa-
tion in which somebody needs help? She said, “No matter 
who it is and if they need help, I will risk my life. I will do 
it.”159 

160. 454 Heroes Die Like Englishmen 

In 1852, the HMS Birkenhead, with many English soldiers 
on board, caught fire at sea. Not enough lifeboats were avail-
able for everyone on board, and women and children were 
on board. What to do? The English soldiers and sailors 
fought the fire, but when it became clear that they could not 
put it out, they let the women and children board the lifeboats 
first, and then most of the English soldiers and sailors—over 
450 of them—drowned. Many regiments had contributed 
men to the band of heroes: the 12th Lancers and the 2nd, 6th, 
16th, 43rd, 45th, 60th, 73rd, 74th, and 91st Regimentals. All of 
the women and children survived.160 

 
159 Source: Hal Bernton and Susan Gilmore, “Girl, 12, called hero for 
helping rescue drowning boy at Long Beach.” Seattle Times (Washing-
ton). 10 August 2011 
<http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2015870605_miracl
e11m.html>. 
160 Source: “English Courage.” Parish Magazine. Kentucky[?]: W.W. 
Gardner, 1872. 
<http://books.google.com/books?id=9VYQAAAAIAAJ&pg=PA38#v=
onepage&q&f=false>. Also: “H.M.S. BIRKENHEAD 1852.” 
<http://www.shipwreck.co.za/birkenhead.html>. Accessed 18 January 
2012. 
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161. Family of Three Lucky to be Alive 

On 22 January 2012 in Arlington, Massachusetts, emergency 
personnel rescued a family of three, including their three-
year-old son, who had fallen through the ice of Spy Pond. 
After being rescued, Maria Terra-Diaz said, “We just de-
cided to go for a stroll on the pond, and we didn’t think … 
yeah, just not thinking too much.” Immediately after the 
family fell through the ice, a friend called 911. Chief Robert 
Jefferson of Arlington Fire Department said, “From the time 
of the call being initiated to us which was just before 5:30 
’til all victims were out of the water was approximately 10 
to 11 minutes. They were very lucky in that sense, but this 
time of year we preach to everybody that no body of water 
is safe no matter how cold it’s been, no matter how thick that 
ice may be.” The rescuers themselves fell through the ice and 
formed a human chain to reach and rescue the family. Maria 
added, “We are all doing very well. We are very thankful for 
the prompt response of the police department, the fire de-
partment from Arlington, the people at the hospitals: Chil-
dren’s, B.I. [Beth Israel], Mass. General. They were all in-
credible. I mean a lot more could have gone wrong, you 
know, I think given everything else we went well.”161 

162. “We were Really Proud of Thomas for What He 
Did. But He Didn’t Think Anything of It” 

In September 2005, the Ibbotson family of Malvern Rise, 
Newsome, Huddersfield, England, was on vacation in Praia 
de Vau in the Algarve, Portugal. Thomas Ibbotson, age five, 

 
161 Source: “2 adults, child rescued from icy pond.” WHDH.com. 23 
January 2012 
<http://www1.whdh.com/news/articles/local/boston/12006501035245/2
-adults-child-rescued-from-icy-pond>. Also: “Dramatic rescue after ice 
gives way on pond.” MSNBC.com. 24 January 2012 
<http://usnews.msnbc.msn.com/_news/2012/01/24/10224681-dramatic-
rescue-after-ice-gives-way-on-pond>. 
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was playing with a ball by the side of the swimming pool 
when he saw a fully clothed young boy fall into the pool. 
Fortunately, Thomas and another boy pulled the child out. 
Thomas’s mother, Sue, said, “I wouldn’t like to think what 
would have happened if there hadn’t been anybody there. He 
could have been in serious trouble. The boy had gone under 
and was fully clothed, so he was quite heavy. Thomas has 
been swimming since he was a baby and is very confident 
around water. I don’t think he would have dared get him if 
he wasn’t such a strong swimmer.” She added, “I would urge 
all parents to take their children swimming as soon as they 
can, to get them confident near water. We realized on holi-
day just how many children cannot swim. We were really 
proud of Thomas for what he did. But he didn’t think any-
thing of it.”162 

163. Don’t Tell Mom I’m a Hero 

On 21 August 2002, seven-year-old Jordan Wyman of 
Lacey, Washington, rescued an infant floating toward the 
deep end of a community swimming pool in Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming. Jordan, who was there with his grandparents, 
said, “The water was going up over his eyes, so I went over, 
picked him up, and took him to his daddy.” Like many he-
roes, Jordon is modest about his heroism. When the infant’s 
father asked Jordan for his name, his grandparents said that 
Jordan told him that he was just a Cub Scout from Washing-
ton state. His grandparents also said that Jordan did not want 
his mother to learn what he had done. According to his 

 
162 Source: Anne-Marie Bradley, “Young hero Thomas saves life of 
boy.” Huddersfield Daily Examiner (Huddersfield, England). 28 Sep-
tember 2005 
<http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_6784/is_2005_Sept_28/ai_n2829
9693/?tag=content;col1>. 
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grandparents, Jordan said, “My mom will call the news [and] 
make a big deal of it, and I will have to be on TV.”163 

164. “I’ve Got the Baby! I’ve Got the Baby!” 

In May 2009, five-year-old Riley Braden was playing in the 
shallow end of a Destin, Florida, hotel pool. Also at the pool 
was a couple with two daughters, one a toddler of 18 months. 
Riley noticed the toddler near the pool. She said, “Then, as 
soon as I turned away—bloop!—she fell in.” Riley immedi-
ately took action. She said, “There was no lifeguard, and the 
girl’s parents were lounging by the side of the pool with their 
clothes on.” She dove to the bottom and got the toddler and 
took her to the surface. Riley said, “When I brought her up, 
I shouted, ‘I’ve got the baby! I’ve got the baby!’” The tod-
dler’s parents came running and thanked Riley. The toddler 
coughed and cried but was otherwise OK. Riley’s mother, 
Jaime Braden, a nurse practitioner, said about her, “She’d 
been taking swimming lessons since she was two, so she 
feels very confident in the water. Plus, her father and I are 
former search-and-rescue divers, so the idea of saving some-
one from drowning is very familiar to her.” Riley received 
the Girl Scouts Lifesaving Award for her heroic rescue, and 
at a ceremony she received a Girl Scout Lifesaving Award 
and an eight-inch golden key to the city. Her mother said, 
“She slept with it for two days—and she wouldn’t let any-
body touch it for weeks.” So what does Riley want to be 
when she grows up? You probably guessed it: “A lifeguard.” 
Destin Fire Commissioner Rick Moore, who is a friend of 

 
163 Source: “7-year-old who saved baby will be honored.” The Olym-
pian (Olympia, Washington). 7 September 2002 
<http://www.theolympian.com/home/news/20020907/frontpage/45674.
shtml>. Posted on Real Life Little Heroes. 
<http://www.chinastrategies.com/lithero.htm#7-year-
old%20who%20saved%20baby%20will%20be%20honored>. Ac-
cessed on 15 September 2011. 
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the family, said, “Coming from this family, it doesn’t sur-
prise me that she saved a life.” The Braden family does such 
things as stop to render assistance when they see a car acci-
dent. Riley’s father, Rodney, said, “We’re always running 
into something.” Riley’s sister, Kassidy, learned to swim at 
nine months. Jaime said, “If they’re old enough to drown, 
they’re old enough to swim.”164 

165. “Ordinary People Doing Extraordinary Things” 

On 6 July 2005 at Shoalhaven Heads Beach in New South 
Wales, Australia, a 13-year-old autistic boy named James 
van der Meer was caught in a rip current and started being 
swept out to sea. His father, Sean Ryan, was fishing close by 
and saw what happened: “He got knocked over by a wave, 
then, to my horror, he started to get swept out.” Mr. Ryan 
entered the water to help his son, but the strong currents car-
ried him in a different direction. However, it seemed as if his 
son, who is a good swimmer, was making good headway 
against the current so Mr. Ryan started to swim toward the 
shore, too. He said, “I was in a bit of difficulty myself at that 
stage, so I headed back in. I could see he was going okay, 
and I wasn’t going okay.” However, although Mr. Ryan 
made it to shore, his son was swept further from the beach 
by the strong current. Senior Constables Paul Nancekivell 
and Kelly Thomas commandeered a surfboard and body 
board and were able to paddle to the boy. Senior Constable 
Nancekivell said, “He was remarkably calm.” They were 
able to bring him to shore. However, a surfer named Luke 

 
164 Source: Sandra Gordon, “Kids to the Rescue: 4 Brave Kids Save 
Lives; 5-Year Old Stops Toddler from Drowning.” Parents. August 
2010 <http://www.parents.com/kids/responsibility/values/kids-to-the-
rescue-4-brave-kids-save-lives/>. Also: Mona Moore, “Girl Scouts 
honor 6-year-old who rescued drowning toddler.” Northwest Florida 
Daily News (Fort Walton Beach, Florida). 23 June 2009 
<http://www.nwfdailynews.com/news/riley-18382-girl-award.html>. 
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Hewitt, who had been helping, ran into trouble. Constable 
Alison Molyneux swam to him and helped him to keep his 
head above water. She said that she told him, “Look at me, 
stay with me, and go under when I do.” She added, “It’s hard 
when someone’s depending on you that much.” Also in-
volved in the rescue was Senior Constable Nick Drennan, 
who coordinated the rescue from the beach. Senior Consta-
ble Thomas said, “It’s just policing. We do it every day,” 
Inspector Bill Carter said he was “very proud” of his offic-
ers, adding, “It’s all about ordinary people doing extraordi-
nary things.”165 

166. “My Uncle Said My Hair Smelled Like Smoke for 
Weeks” 

In September 1967, Rochester, New York, firefighter Willie 
Johnson rescued an infant in a burning building. Thirty-eight 
years later, in 2005, he met her when he was honored as the 
Rochester Fire Department’s Firefighter of the Year. The in-
fant, born Dita Jackson, but now Dita Powell, an actress and 
singer, sang a song she had written titled “Miracle.” She 
said, “I don’t remember much from the fire, of course, but 
my uncle said my hair smelled like smoke for weeks. They 
always called me the miracle girl.” Mr. Johnson went into 
the burning apartment and found Dita first and passed her 
out a window. Then he found two more children, her brother 
and sister, but unfortunately they died from carbon monox-
ide poisoning. Mr. Johnson said, “It’s just by the grace of 
God I saw [Dita]. It’s part of my job. It was the way I was 
trained.” Pastor Eulah Nelson, Dita’s aunt, remembered, “It 

 
165 Source: Royal Humane Society of New South Wales, “2006-2007 
Recipients & Citations.” 
<http://www.braveryaward.org/awards/citations/2006_2007.php#33>. 
Also: “Praise for police in dramatic rescue.” Good News Blog. 8 July 
2005 <http://www.goodnewsblog.com/2005/07/08/praise-for-police-in-
dramatic-rescue>. 
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was a dark day for us. We had two caskets of two children at 
one funeral. But the great thing is, one was saved. Firefighter 
Johnson was our angel.”166 

167. “It Was a Dash to the Alley. I Tackled Him in the 
Alley, He Got Right Back Up, So […]” 

In November 2011 in Caseyville, Illinois, a man wrapped a 
t-shirt around his head and tried to rob a Han-Dee Mart. 
Mina Patel, who with her husband owns the store, was work-
ing at the counter. The robber said that he had a gun and de-
manded money. He grabbed money from the cash register, 
and Ms. Patel tried to snatch the t-shirt around his head away 
so she could see his face. They struggled, she kicked him 
once and then she kicked him again, and then he ran away. 
She ran after him. Later, she explained, “I am looking like 
an ordinary person, but when it comes to me and my family 
and my business, I do not put up with them.” Three custom-
ers, including Blake Parker, also ran after the suspect. Mr. 
Parker said, “It was a dash to the alley. I tackled him in the 
alley, he got right back up, so we ran through two yards, and 
I hit him and by then all three of us were on top of him.” 
Police arrested the suspect. Caseyville Police Chief J.D. 
Roth said about the heroes, “They chose to get involved, they 
could have stood back for safety purposes and just be wit-
nesses, but they jumped in there with both feet. They are he-
roes, they really are, and we appreciate their help. We appre-
ciate the fact that they got involved and allowed us to solve 
this crime quickly.”167 

 
166 Source: “Firefighter of the Year meets woman whose life he saved 
in 1967.” Good News Blog. 11 June 2005. http://www.good-
newsblog.com/2005/06/11/firefighter-of-the-year-meets-woman-
whose-life-he-saved-in-1967>. The original source of this article was 
not given. 
167 Source: Talia Kaplan, “Surveillance video captures good Samaritans 
in action.” KSDK-TV. 16 November 2011 
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168. “You Go Get Him” 

In May 2010 in Mobile, Alabama, a man snatched a purse 
from a 63-year-old woman and then fled in a U-Haul. Mar-
ried couple Donnie and Carrie French witnessed the theft, 
and Carrie told her husband, “You go get him.” Donnie pur-
sued the U-Haul in his own vehicle and telephoned the police 
while he was driving. Because of Donnie’s help, the police 
were able to arrest the driver of the U-Haul. Donnie said, 
“There’s too much goin’ on for us to just continue to sit 
by.”168 

169. “I Just Want to Thank All the Witnesses Who 
Helped Me and the Others Who Caught the Driver. I’m 
Just Thankful that the Outcome Wasn’t a Lot Worse” 

In May 2011 in Stretford, Manchester, England, a silver car 
struck a car driven by Melanie Lough, who was going to a 
playground with her 13-month-old son, Joseph. The driver 
of the silver car ran away but was caught and held by three 
people, including Duane Bryan, who ran after him. Mr. 
Bryan said, “I saw a silver car driving on the pavement and 
thought ‘he could kill someone.’” Mr. Bryan said about the 
hit-and-run driver, “He was really frantic, and I thought 
these two other guys might need some help catching him. 
Three of us grabbed this guy and held him against a wall. 
People were really angry with him.” Ms. Lough said, “I 
didn’t even have time to react, there was just a big crash and 
I could feel the air bag come up around my ears. When I 
looked up, I was facing the opposite way, there was steam 

 
<http://www.ksdk.com/rss/article/286171/3/Surveillance-video-cap-
tures-good-Samaritans-in-action->. 
168 Source: Christie Sumrall, “Good Samaritan Helps Police Catch Sus-
pected Purse Thief.” Local15TV.com. 20 May 2010 
<http://www.local15tv.com/news/local/story/Good-Samaritan-Helps-
Police-Catch-Suspected-Purse/r4c-r5U-hkelD4QPDprCaw.cspx>. 
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coming up from the smashed car bonnet [hood], and there 
was a burning smell. My first thought was that the car might 
set on fire, so I rushed round to Joseph and took him out of 
his car seat. The scariest thing about the incident was seeing 
blood coming out of Joseph’s mouth. I sat at the side of the 
road trying to console Joseph while lots of onlookers offered 
to help phone my husband, the police, and the ambulance.” 
Ms. Lough and her son were treated for minor injuries at 
Trafford General Hospital. Ms. Lough said, “I just want to 
thank all the witnesses who helped me and the others who 
caught the driver. I’m just thankful that the outcome wasn’t 
a lot worse.”169 

170. Parminder Cheema Stops Attack on 65-Year-Old 
Woman 

On 17 March 2012 at the Travellers Inn in northwest Cal-
gary, Alberta, Canada, a man asked Laurette Hubbard, a 65-
year-old woman who worked there as a desk clerk and was 
on a break, for a cigarette and then attacked her. Ms. Hub-
bard said, “He had me by the neck and I screamed and I 
kicked, but he wasn’t giving up.” She called for help, and 
Parminder Cheema, a 31-year-old engineer whose family 
owned the motel and who was sleeping in a room there, ran 
to her aid. Parminder said, “I heard someone screaming.” He 
chased the man inside the motel, and Parminder, his father 
and his mother, and a guest all held the man there until police 
arrived and arrested the man. Duty Inspector Paul Stacey 
called all of these people heroes. The arrested man may have 
been involved in an incident involving an attack on an 86-
year-old woman following a break-in into her home. Duty 
Inspector Stacey said, “He matches the description quite 

 
169 Source: Andy Rudd, “Apprentice star Duane Bryan is have-a-go-
hero who chased and caught hit-and-run driver.” The Mirror (UK). 13 
March 2012 <http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/the-apprentice-
line-up-duane-bryan-is-have-a-go-hero-760246>. 
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strongly. It’s in the immediate area of the house break-and-
enter of the 86-year-old woman and the manner of attack is 
very similar.” Duty Inspector Stacey praised Parminder, 
“He’s a little bashful and pretty modest, but I have got to tell 
you what he did was extremely brave. He was confronted 
with something and he acted. He did a heck of a job.” Ms. 
Hubbard said, “My neck will be sore for a while, but I’m just 
glad I’m alive.” Parminder’s mother, Sukhdev Cheema, said, 
“I’m so proud of my son. My son would do anything to help 
anyone.” Parminder said, “I didn’t think it was that big of 
deal until news reporters showed up. I’m just glad I could 
help out.”170 

171. “I Have a Younger Sister in Class 7. Some of Her 
Classmates Told Her that a Sharif Kutty had Stopped 
the Rampaging Driver. She Proudly Told Them, ‘He is 
My Brother’” 

On 25 January 2012, an apparently deranged bus driver in 
Pune, India, started deliberately hitting cars, motorcycles, 
and human beings with his bus. Eight people died, and 30 
others were injured. The death toll could have been higher if 
not for a hero who jumped on the bus and restrained the bus 
driver. Ibrahim Sharif Kutty, a college student, saw the bus 
run over and kill a young woman. At first, he thought that it 
was an accident, but other people told him that the bus driver 
had previously ran over and killed some other people, so he 
knew that the killing was deliberate. When the bus hit a wa-
ter tanker, it slowed down. Mr. Kutty drove his motorcycle 

 
170 Source: “Man touted as ‘hero’ after stopping attack.” CBC News 
(Canada). 17 March 2012 
<http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/story/2012/03/17/calgary-
attack-seniors-northwest.html?cmp=rss>. Also: Nadia Moharib, “‘He-
roes’ rescued attacked senior: Cops.” Cnews (Canada). 17 March 2012 
<http://cnews.canoe.ca/CNEWS/Crime/2012/03/17/19517056.html?cid
=rssnewscanada>. 
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beside the bus. He said, “I went abreast with the bus and 
opened the door. I put both my hands on the clutch and put 
one foot on the seat of my bike and leapt into the bus. My 
bike crashed to one side. He was changing gears to acceler-
ate when I hit his neck with my elbow. By this time, two cars 
were being dragged with the bus. I grabbed his ears and neck 
and kicked him. Then I dragged him out of the driver’s seat.” 
When the bus stopped, a software engineer named Ashish 
got on the bus and helped Mr. Kutty restrain the bus driver. 
The police then took over. Mr. Kutty said, “I have a younger 
sister in Class 7. Some of her classmates told her that a Sharif 
Kutty had stopped the rampaging driver. She proudly told 
them, ‘He is my brother.’”171 

172. 10-Year-Old Girl Calls 911 When Her Home is 
Broken Into 

In March 2012 when two teenage boys started breaking into 
her home in Harper Woods, Michigan, a 10-year-old girl hid 
in a closet with her two younger brothers, age five and age 
seven, and called 911. She told dispatcher Barb Skalba, 
“They’re coming in now!” Ms. Skalba said, “Luckily, this 
girl was taught to call 911 and what to do to keep her other 
siblings safe, as well. I could tell from the tone of her voice 
she was very scared, very upset. It was nerve-racking, espe-
cially when she said that they were coming in the back door.” 
Police officers arrived and arrested two teenage boys. Harper 
Woods Police Chief Jim Burke said, “I haven’t heard a girl 
that young have the presence of mind. We have adults call 
us in the middle of a bad crime, and they are nowhere as 
good and professional.” Fortunately, the 10-year-old girl 
knew her address. Ms. Skalba said, “A lot of kids don’t—
even older kids. And it’s something they need to know, or 

 
171 Source: “Extraordinary Indian: The Hero of Pune.” Rediff News. 20 
February 2012 <http://www.rediff.com/news/slide-show/slide-show-1-
extraordinary-indians-the-hero-of-pune/20120220.htm>. 
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have it written down by the phone.” She added that she 
“couldn’t imagine being at home and having that happen. 
But she [the 10-year-old girl] was really good.”172 

173. “I Find a Man Screaming for Help, Covered in 
Blood” 

In early March 2012, two men stole a car from a 21-year-old 
man, shot him in the head, and left him for dead in Southern 
California’s High Desert one-and-a-half miles from the near-
est road. Fortunately, John Eldridge, who was riding a dirt 
bike, found the man. Mr. Eldridge said, “I decided to go ex-
plore those trails. I went back to where I had been two and a 
half hours earlier, and I find a man screaming for help, cov-
ered in blood.” Mr. Eldridge recalled, “I said, ‘What hap-
pened to you?’ He said, ‘I’ve been shot.’” Mr. Eldridge tel-
ephoned for help, and the injured man was airlifted to Ante-
lope Valley Hospital in Lancaster, California. Mr. Eldridge 
said that the victim had “a lot of ugly” on the back of his 
head. The bullet had struck just below his right eye. Mr. El-
dridge said, “If he lives, great. But if he doesn’t live, at least 
he had a chance.” He added, “I pray for him.”173 

174. 16-Year-Old Cheerleader in Strapless Dress Stops 
Alleged Thief 

In July 2010 a 16-year-old cheerleader for the Moore High 
School Lions in Moore, Oklahoma, tackled an alleged thief 

 
172 Source: Mike Brookbank and Tammy Stables Battaglia, “10-year-
old girl is a hero after calling 911 in break-in.” Detroit Free Press 
(Michigan). 7 March 2012 
<http://www.freep.com/article/20120307/NEWS02/203070376/1001/R
SS01>. 
173 Source: “Good Samaritan Saves Man Carjacked, Shot and Left for 
Dead.” KTLA News (California). 6 March 2012 
<http://www.ktla.com/news/landing/ktla-man-carjacked-
palmdale,0,7064471.story>. 
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at Penn Square Mall in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, and re-
strained him until mall security arrived. The cheerleader, 
Kealey Oliver, said, “If I would have thought about it, I prob-
ably wouldn’t have done it.” She was talking to her mother 
on the telephone when she noticed a man running toward 
her; people were yelling, “Thief! Thief!” She said, “I just 
wasn’t going to, like, let him run right past me.” She added, 
“I was like, ‘Hang on, Mom,’ and I put the phone down. 
When he got close to me, I just got in his way and grabbed 
him, and he kept trying to run so I just slammed him on the 
ground.” Mall security quickly arrived. Kealey said, “At 
first, I thought I was just going to stop him, but he kept run-
ning. So I was like, okay, I guess you’re going to the 
ground.” She added, “I grabbed him and then put him on his 
stomach and I was still holding on to him. I don’t even 
know.” Believe it or not, she did all this in a strapless dress. 
Kealey said, “Cheerleading makes you really strong.”174 

175. Good Samaritan Calls Police to Stop Home Bur-
glary 

On 28 February 2012 in Northeast Miami-Dade, Florida, an 
African-American man who wanted to be identified only as 
“Tony” looked out of a window and saw some intruders 
breaking into a neighbor’s house. He telephoned the police, 
who arrested four juvenile males. Tony said, “I got out of the 
shower, and as I’m getting dressed, I look out the window, 
and I see two of the suspects jump this gate here and [go] 
into my neighbor’s house putting on gloves and ski masks.” 
He knew immediately what needed to be done: “I need to get 
help, right away.” The decision to telephone the police was 

 
174 Source: “High School Cheerleader Tackles Thief.” KOKO (Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma). 28 July 2010 http://www.koco.com/high-
school-playbook/24407074/detail.html>. Also: “Hero Cheerleader Gets 
New Honor.” KOKO (Oklahoma City, Oklahoma). Updated 6 August 
2010 <http://www.koco.com/r/24532854/detail.html>. 
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easy. Tony said, “My house has been vandalized before, so 
I wanted to make sure they wouldn’t do it to anyone else.”175 

176. “God is Good. It Really is a Miracle. After Five 
Years, I Never Thought I Would See It Again” 

In January 2005, Shirley Hickman, a resident of Lumberton, 
North Carolina, got her stolen customized diamond ring 
back five years after it had been stolen. The excellent 
memory of pawnstore owner (with her husband) Jo Stogner 
and the artistic talent of former daughter-in-law Jane Kinlaw 
played important roles in the recovery of the ring. In October 
2000, burglars stole the ring and some prescription medicine 
from Ms. Hickman’s home at a time when she was mourning 
the death from leukemia of Michael, her son. Ms. Stogner 
went to an eye doctor where Michael’s widow, Ms. Kinlaw, 
worked. Ms. Stogner said, “I went to get some new glasses 
and we got to talking and she told me about her mother’s 
ring. She drew a little picture of the ring so that if it happened 
to come in the store, I might recognize it.” Ms. Stogner 
added, “It was a slim chance that I would see it, but I kept 
the drawing anyway. That ring probably went through sev-
eral hands.” Five years later, Ms. Stogner cleaned her office 
in the pawnshop and discovered the ring. She said, “My of-
fice is a mess, so one of my resolutions was to clean it up. I 
had this small ring that had come in but was too small to 
really try to sell. So it had been thrown in a box. It occurred 
to me that it might be Shirley’s ring.” Ms. Stogner and Ms. 
Hickman attend the same church, and Ms. Stogner told her 
about the ring at Bible Study. Ms. Stogner said, “She was 
supposed to come down on Saturday, but she couldn’t wait. 
She was there the next day.” Ms. Hickman said, “As soon as 

 
175 Source: “Good Samaritan helps stop alleged home invaders.” 
WSVN (Florida). 29 February 2012 
<http://www.wsvn.com/news/articles/local/21006814738332/good-
samaritan-helps-stop-alleged-home-invaders/>. 
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they showed it to me, I knew that was it. It was such a sur-
prise. Because [of] all that had happened at the time, that ring 
really meant a lot to me.” She added, “I’m so thankful to 
have my ring back. God is good. It really is a miracle. After 
five years, I never thought I would see it again.” Ms. Stogner 
refused Ms. Hickman’s offer to pay for the ring. Ms. Stogner 
said, “I just wanted her to have it back because it meant so 
much to her. Sometimes good things really do happen to 
good people.”176 

177. Emma Kelly Forgives the Man Who Left Her for 
Dead 

A man attacked Emma Kelly, a 23-year-old woman from 
Perth, Australia, on Boxing Day (the day after Christmas) 
2011 while she was hiking in Argentina, and then he left her 
for dead. Ms. Kelly said, “I’m angry at what he did, but I’m 
not angry at him. I’ve forgiven him. But if there was a chance 
that he would do it again, I would want other people to be 
protected from his actions.” Despite the attack, she said, “I’d 
love to see the rest of Argentina and Peru, and eventually 
make it to Brazil.” On Boxing Day 2011, Ms. Kelly hiked in 
Argentina’s Cajon del Azul canyon. She met a man and 
talked with him for a while, but then he hit her with a rock, 
took one of her shoes, and ran away. Ms. Kelly said, “After 
he started attacking me, he said nothing. I kept asking him, 
‘Why are you doing this? Why don’t you just take my stuff?’ 
He wanted to kill me, but I don’t know why.” Disoriented 
and battered after the attack, she wandered in the forest of 
the canyon for four days, surviving by eating flies and sleep-
ing in holes. She said, “My feelings were up and down a lot, 
because sometimes I was so confident. I thought, ‘I’ll be out 

 
176 Source: Scott Witten, “After five years, stolen ring, owner reunited.” 
Robesonian (Lumberton, North Carolina) February 2006 
<http://www.robesonian.com/view/full_story/1643657/article-After-
five-years--stolen-ring--owner-reunited>. 
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of this in two seconds. It will all be a bit of a laugh that it all 
happened.’ Then other times I was thinking, ‘That was really 
dangerous. That could have worked out really badly.’ I was 
really hoping my family didn’t know. I didn’t want them to 
be worried.” In the forest, she prayed. She said, “There were 
so many things that could have gone atrociously wrong and 
they didn’t. First I got attacked and I got left, and that was 
amazing in itself. And then I got my feet stuck under a rock 
in the river and I should have drowned, but I didn’t. I think 
that’s why I had such a sense of peace about it because I was 
like, ‘There’s a plan in this—after all that, I’m not going to 
just die here in the forest.’ It really shows how faithful God 
is.” On the morning of her fourth day, rescuers found Ms. 
Kelly. She was flown to a hospital, and her parents, Jamie 
and Leonie, flew in from Perth, Australia, to be with her. 
Many people prayed for her. Ms. Kelly said, “I was so 
amazed people had done that. I just feel so lucky that I came 
out of it without any real injury. There’s so many positives 
that came out of this story. I just feel like so many more peo-
ple have been affected positively than have been affected 
negatively.”177 

178. “It Wasn’t a Scream Like, ‘I am in a Little Trou-
ble.’ It was a Gut-Wrencher” 

On 5 August 2011 on Wedgewood Way, near the Odana 
Hills Golf Course on the West Side of Madison, Wisconsin, 
a man broke into a home and threatened to sexually assault 
a woman. The woman’s 69-year-old husband fought the in-
truder, and he and the intruder fell down a flight of stairs. 
The intruder took off running, and the woman chased him, 
screaming. Three golfers heard the screams, and they caught 

 
177 Source: Katie Robertson, “Why I forgive the man who left me for 
dead.” The Sunday Times (Australia). 11 March 2012 
<http://www.news.com.au/national/why-i-forgive-the-man-who-left-
me-for-dead/story-e6frfkvr-1226295997766>. 
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the alleged intruder and held him down until police arrived. 
Blair Andresen, one of the golfers, said, “Anybody else 
would’ve done the same thing if they would’ve heard some-
one screaming like that because it wasn’t a scream like, ‘I 
am in a little trouble.’ It was a gut-wrencher.” The Madison 
Police Department has arrested the alleged intruder many 
times.178 

179. Attempted Sex Attack Thwarted 

The night of 29 February 2012, a man described as being of 
African appearance followed a 26-year-old university stu-
dent in Melbourne, Australia. Eventually, he approached her 
from behind, tapped her on the shoulder, and demanded that 
she perform a sex act. She refused, and the man pulled out a 
knife, threatened her, and again demanded that she perform 
the sex act. The woman ran and asked for help from another 
man. The would-be sex attacker then fled.179  

180. Woman Fights Back Against Abduction; Good Sa-
maritan Helps Her 

In September 2010, a car with four people in it stopped by a 
34-year-old woman in Dandenong, Victoria, Australia. The 
passenger in the front seat got out and attempted to force the 
woman into the back seat. She fought back, and a male Good 
Samaritan came to her aid and pulled her from the back seat 

 
178 Source: “Police: Golfers Help Capture Home Invader.” Channel 
3000 (Madison, Wisconsin). 8 August 2011 
<http://madisonwest.channel3000.com/news/news/56407-police-
golfers-help-capture-home-invader>. 
179 Source: Megan Levy, “Pedestrian foils late-night sex attack bid.” 
The Age (Melbourne, Australia). 1 March 2012 
<http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/pedestrian-foils-latenight-sex-
attack-bid-20120301-1u45i.html>. 
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and drove her to some of her friends. She then called the po-
lice.180 

181. 60-Pound Hero Keeps His Younger Sister from Be-
ing Kidnapped 

As 10-year-old Jai’von Simpson and his little six-year-old 
sister, Terrincy Butler, got off the bus, a man grabbed Ter-
rincy’s arm and told her he loved her. Fortunately, Jai’von 
grabbed her other arm and pulled, yanking her free. The two 
children ran away from the man and told their mother, Rene 
Guy, what had happened, and police arrested a suspect. 
Jai’von, who weighs approximately 60 pounds, said, “I 
thought he was going to take my sister and I was going to 
have to fight back.” Ms. Guy said, “I watch it all the time on 
television and pray for them people. But [I] never would 
have thought someone would actually mess with my daugh-
ter.”181 

182. Kim Heimgartner: “I’m Nosy. But This Time It 
Paid Off” 

On 16 January 2002, Kim Heimgartner, age 33, saw some-
thing that did not look right to her as she was driving her car 
in Clarkston, Washington. A man had just kidnapped Megan 
Van Cleave, age 11, at gunpoint, forcing her to get into the 
back of his Ford Crown Victoria. Although Ms. Heimgartner 
did not see the gun, she was suspicious enough to tail the 
Ford Crown Victoria for eight miles—and to call the police. 

 
180 Source: “Good Samaritan foils attempted abduction.” ABC (Aus-
tralia). 14 September 2010 <http://www.abc.net.au/news/2010-09-
14/good-samaritan-foils-attempted-abduction/2259824>. 
181 Source: Michael Zennie, “Hero big brother, 10, thwarts man, 61, 
from kidnapping his little sister at bus stop.” Daily Mail (UK). 20 No-
vember 2011 <http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-
2063669/Jaivon-Simpson-10-thwarts-man-61-kidnapping-sister-Ter-
rincy--6-bus-stop.html>. 
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Megan asked the man who had kidnapped her what would 
happen to her. He did not answer. Megan told the man that 
the next day was her sister’s birthday and that she wanted to 
buy balloons for her sister. When the kidnapper saw the 
flashing lights of the police who had been alerted by Ms. 
Heimgartner, he let Megan go. Megan says, “He said, ‘I’ll 
make you a deal. Since tomorrow’s your sister’s birthday, 
get out and get away as fast as you can.’” Megan adds, “I ran 
like crazy.” Police arrested the kidnapper, who they say had 
a torture kit, complete with knives, in his vehicle. The kid-
napper was convicted and sentenced to 13-plus years in 
prison. Megan’s father, Rick, a 36-year-old paper-mill man-
ager, asked, “What would have happened if Kim hadn’t lis-
tened to her gut?” Ms. Heimgartner said, “I’m nosy. But this 
time it paid off.”182 

183. “She’s the Hero, and I’m Glad She’s All Right”  

In June 2005 in Albany, New York, a man with a large 
butcher’s knife accosted a female student who attended 
Hackett Middle School. Fortunately, two men who worked 
in the laundry room at Stratton VA Hospital, Perry Smith 
and Curtis Frasier, saw what was happening and intervened, 
saving the student from being either abducted or murdered. 
Mr. Smith said, “We were sitting out here having coffee and 
we heard her scream. It allowed us to go see what happened 
and he recognized us coming and let her go and he ran. He 
was all masked up. He knew what he was doing. He came 
out here with intentions to hurt somebody.” He added, “It 
was a big deal, but it was on her behalf it was, and she de-
fended herself.” Assistant Police Chief Steve Reilly said, 
“They assisted in scaring off the assailant. So their role was 
critical. It probably prevented a very serious situation said 

 
182 Source: Richard Jerome, Susan Schindehette, “Their Finest Hour.” 
People (Vol. 58, No. 24). 9 December 2002 
<http://www.people.com/people/archive/article/0,,20138700,00.html>. 
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Thursday.” Mr. Smith said, “She made the difference. Can’t 
change that. She made the difference. She needs to know that 
she’s my hero. Simple as that. She’s the hero, and I’m glad 
she’s all right.”183 

184. Nine-Year-Old Captive Outsmarts Abductor 

On 19 January 2012, a nine-year-old girl named Calysta Cor-
dova was kidnapped while walking home from school in 
Pueblo, Colorado. Eighteen hours later, she outsmarted her 
kidnapper, who had bruised her and given her two black 
eyes. Her abductor suffered car trouble in Colorado Springs. 
A Good Samaritan picked them up, not realizing that the girl 
had been kidnapped, and drove them to a Circle K conven-
ience store. Thinking quickly, the girl entered the Circle K 
before her abductor did. She asked an employee for the use 
of a phone, and she called 911. Her abductor fled. Later, her 
alleged abductor was arrested.184 

185. “I Did What I Hope Anybody Would Do if You See 
Somebody in Trouble” 

On 13 January 2012 in Anaheim, California, a man came 
into the drug store where Donny Hopkins was buying ciga-
rettes for his wife. The man screamed that someone was be-
ing stabbed to death in the parking lot. Mr. Hopkins knew 
that a serial killer had been murdering homeless men in the 
county, and so he ran out of the drug store. The stabber, 
thought to be the serial killer, ran away, but Mr. Hopkins 

 
183 Source: “Heroes credited for helping save student.” Good News 
Blog. 11 June 2005 <http://www.goodnewsblog.com/2005/06/11/he-
roes-credited-for-helping-save-student>. The original source of this ar-
ticle was not given. 
184 Source: Jordan Steffen and RJ Sangosti, “9-year-old found safe in 
Colorado Springs after getting a step ahead of abductor.” The Denver 
Post (Colorado). 21 January 2012 
<http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_19787895>. 
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followed him and helped the police catch and arrest him. Mr. 
Hopkins said, “I’m yelling as loud as I can, ‘Hey, stop!’ at 
the top of my lungs. He just kept going and kept going.” Tom 
Dominguez, president of The Association of Orange County 
Deputy Sheriffs, which paid Mr. Hopkins, a 32-year-old 
forklift operator, $5,000 in reward money, said, “While we 
never encourage citizens to put themselves in danger, his ac-
tions saved unknown lives.” The homeless man who was 
stabbed—64-year-old Vietnam veteran John Berry—died. 
Mr. Hopkins said, “I did what I hope anybody would do if 
you see somebody in trouble. I’m just a guy who did the right 
thing. John was a Vietnam vet—he’s a hero. That’s a real 
hero.”185 

186. “Our Sons Stole the Computers, and We are So 
Sorry” 

In early 2006, several stolen laptop computers loaded with 
educational software were returned to an after-school pro-
gram in Bonita Springs, Florida, by the parents of the teen-
aged boys who had stolen them. Ellen Nichols, founder of 
Super-Kids Club, said about the use of the laptops and edu-
cational software, “It really helps children with building vo-
cabulary, reading composition, language usage.” In January 
2006, Ms. Nichols went to the educational center and dis-
covered that the laptops had been stolen. She said, “I opened 
the door and saw our back door, sunlight coming through the 
back door, and I realized it was off its hinges.” The thieves 
had taken the door off its hinges in order to steal 19 laptops. 
Fortunately, a few weeks later, she received a positive sur-
prise. She said, “Two people walked in, two women, and sat 
with me and said, ‘Our sons stole the computers, and we are 

 
185 Source: Amy Taxin, “Forklift driver rewarded in homeless killings 
case.” Associated Press. Deseret News (Salt Lake City, Utah). 25 Janu-
ary 2012 <http://www.deseretnews.com/article/700219028/Forklift-
driver-rewarded-in-homeless-killings-case.html>. 
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so sorry. We have had our children tell us who they sold 
them to and we have gone and bought the computers back 
with our sons and we have them to give to you.’” Ms. Nich-
ols had bought new computers after the theft. She planned to 
use the extra computers to start another Super-Kids Club in 
Southwest Florida.186 

187. Heroes: 12-Year-Old Boy and His Dog, Snowball 

In early 2002 in Blue Springs, Missouri, a 12-year-old boy 
(whose father did not want him identified by name) and his 
dog, a black Labrador named Snowball, foiled a break-in of 
a neighbor’s house. The 12-year-old boy heard Snowball 
barking, and then he saw two teenagers breaking into the 
neighbor’s house. He called the neighbor, Bart Lawson, and 
then 911. After receiving the call, Mr. Lawson came home 
and found police on the scene. He said, “We opened the door 
and I saw some guns lying on the floor, and when I said, 
‘Well, they’ve got into my guns,’ well, that was it. They 
yanked me back out and said, ‘Can’t go in now.’” Eventu-
ally, the teenagers came out and police arrested them. The 
12-year-old said that Snowball was the real hero: “I hear her 
barking really crazy-like, so I went in and looked to see if 
she was all right and I see two people in my neighbor’s back 
yard. So I went and called my neighbor and left him a mes-
sage.” Mr. Lawson said, “I thought he might need a ride to 
school. I’ve given him a ride to school a couple of times, and 
then I got a text that said ‘911, someone’s breaking into your 
house.’ He’s been the perfect little neighbor; he comes over 
and helps me mow the yard all the time.”187 

 
186 Source: “Sorry: Stolen laptops returned to school.” Good News 
Blog. 9 February 2006 
<http://www.goodnewsblog.com/2006/02/09/sorry-stolen-laptops-
returned-to-school>. 
187 Source: Meagan Kelleher, “Boy, Dog Alert Police To Home Break-
In.” FOX4KC. 2 February 2002 
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188. “God Bless You, Young Man”  

While visiting an uncle in the San Francisco Bay area, a per-
son who calls himself “innerjourney” took the opportunity 
to do a good deed. Innerjourney and his uncle ate together in 
a fast-food restaurant on a rainy day, and a woman came into 
the restaurant and sat in a corner. At first, innerjourney 
thought that the woman had come in out of the rain, but then 
he thought that maybe she was hungry and had no money 
with which to buy food. He asked her that, and she replied 
that it was true. He bought her some food and gave her $10, 
and the woman said, “God bless you, young man.” In-
nerjourney says, “So there goes my first kindness experience 
here in the US. Hopefully, I will have a lot more opportunity 
to help and connect with people.”188 

189. “I Must Owe Him About $30. When I was His Age, 
$30 Meant You were a Millionaire” 

In August 2011, the Ford Laser of 89-year-old Tom Keogh 
ran out of gasoline on the motorway between Tawa and Po-
rirua, New Zealand. He telephoned for help, but help would 
be up to 90 minutes in arriving. Fortunately, after about 30 
minutes, a Good Samaritan appeared. Mr. Keogh said, “His 
name was Jacob, his car registration was ELY, and he wore 
his cap correctly.” Mr. Keogh added, “He insisted on driving 
to Porirua for me, and arrived back 20 minutes later with 10 
litres of petrol [gasoline], which he emptied into my tank. He 
even gave me a lovely warm pie. Talk about a Good Samar-
itan.” The young man declined to accept money from Mr. 
Keogh, who is originally from Ireland but who moved to 
New Zealand in 1954. Mr. Keogh said, “The only other 

 
<http://www.thedogfiles.com/2010/02/02/boy-dog-alert-police-to-
home-break-in/>. Posted at The Dog Files. 
188 Source: Innerjourney, “Helping a Hungry Woman.” Helpothers.org. 
13 January 2012 http://www.helpothers.org/story.php?sid=29652>. 
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country in the world where something like this might happen 
is Ireland, except there they’d bring you a pint of Guinness 
to wash it down.” Mr. Keogh was so impressed by the good 
deed that he contacted the Dominion Post of New Zealand. 
He said, “Nobody ever writes in unless it’s bad news. They 
[young adults] should not all be tarred with the same brush. 
I just wanted to indicate that the world’s not all bad. If I was 
still employing people, I’d give him a job in an instant.” He 
added, “I must owe him about $30. When I was his age, $30 
meant you were a millionaire.”189 

190. “I had No Choice But to Try and Rescue Him, and 
I Jumped on the Tracks and Pulled Him Up” 

At about 5:30 a.m. on 2 September 2010, a drunken man fell 
onto the train tracks at the Town Hall Station in Sydney, 
Australia. Fortunately, Taronga Zoo worker Adam Brass 
saw the man fall and was able to rescue him. Mr. Brass said, 
“I was calling for help; normally at that hour there’s about a 
dozen people on the platform, and there was no one at all. 
There was no station master and no passengers or commuters 
around, so I had no choice. I looked down the tunnel to see 
if there were any trains coming. I had no choice but to try 
and rescue him, and I jumped on the tracks and pulled him 
up.” Getting the man onto the platform took two attempts. 
Getting himself onto the platform was also difficult for Mr. 
Brass. All the time of the rescue, Mr. Brass worried about a 
train coming. He said, “I thought I heard a train coming. You 
can’t really tell until they are almost at the platform where 
they are. I hadn’t seen what time it was due, but it was due 

 
189 Source: Paul Easton, “Young samaritan breaks stereotype.” Domin-
ion Post (New Zealand). Posted on Stuff (New Zealand). 22 August 
2011 <http://www.stuff.co.nz/dominion-post/news/5482131/Young-
samaritan-breaks-stereotype>. 
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pretty soon.” By the time the next train arrived, both men 
were safe.190 

191. Eight Good Samaritans Answer Cry for Help 

In October 2010 in Miami Beach, Florida, a concrete slab 
fell on a construction worker while he was renovating a 
building. He cried for help, and eight Good Samaritans an-
swered his cries. One of the Good Samaritans, Julian Vargas, 
said, “When I got there, I ran, I dove in, and I put my hand 
in like that on the wall, and seven more guys came, and we 
put the plywood on him, and I took the phone and called 911 
twice.” The construction worker was freed before emer-
gency personnel arrived. He had no life-threatening injuries 
but was taken to Jackson Memorial Hospital.191 

192. “He’s Crazy Good” 

John Rachor, a fourth-generation Oregonian and a helicopter 
pilot, painted his helicopter bright orange and yellow. His 
helicopter, a four-seater Robinson R-44, used to be white. 
Why did he paint it? He explained, “I painted it bright orange 
and yellow so it would be visible in case I ever crashed, they 
could find me in the snow.” Actually, over the years it is Mr. 
Rachor who has been doing much spotting and rescuing of 
people in the wilderness. In February 2012, he spotted three 
people who had gotten lost while hunting mushrooms. The 
family members—lost for six days—did not have a lighter 
to start a fire, and they thought about killing their pet dog for 
food. He has made many more rescues—so many that he 

 
190 Source: “Passer-by rescues drunk man from train tracks.” Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation. 9 September 2010 
<http://www.abc.net.au/news/2010-09-07/passer-by-rescues-drunk-
man-from-train-tracks/2251370>. 
191 Source: “Good Samaritan rescues worker.” WSVN-TV (Miami and 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida). 27 October 2010 
<http://www.wsvn.com/news/articles/local/21002582464881/>. 
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doesn’t keep track of them. Sara Rubrecht, search and rescue 
coordinator for Josephine County, says about him, “He’s 
crazy good. I have a picture of the area he found [the lost 
mushroom hunters]. When you talk about a needle in a hay-
stack, that’s an understatement.” She said that Mr. Rachor 
has a “natural ability to see things from the sky. He’s flying 
a helicopter at the same time. He obviously is a good multi-
tasker.” In 2006, the Kim family—a father, mother, and two 
daughters—disappeared while driving from Portland to 
Gold Beach. Mr. Rachor was at Diamond Lake, and he was 
familiar with the territory. He thought that the Kims might 
have decided to try to take a one-lane logging road that was 
not plowed during the winter and that they might have gotten 
stuck. He spotted Kati Kim, who was waving her umbrella, 
and helped rescue her and her two daughters. James Kim, 
who had tried to hike out of the area to get help, died of hy-
pothermia. In addition to search and rescue, Mr. Rachor de-
livers medicine to people who are snowed in. When Mr. Ra-
chor was elected a Jackson County commissioner, he had to 
give up being an official member of the Jackson County 
Search and Rescue because of a conflict of interest since he 
would help determine the search and rescue budget. How-
ever, he says, “But if there is a four-year-old boy [lost in the 
wilderness], all bets are off. I’m going in there anyway.”192 

193. Praise for Two Good Samaritans 

On 27 September 2011, Carol Wills of St. David’s drove to 
Tynes Bay Dump in Bermuda to dispose of a heavy old 
barbeque that was in an enormous box. As a senior citizen, 
she knew that she could not move the barbeque by herself, 
but she also knew that normally someone at Tynes Bay 

 
192 Source: Jeff Barnard, “Oregon Copter Pilot Has Knack for Finding 
the Lost.” Associated Press. 7 February 2012 
<http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/oregon-copter-pilot-knack-
finding-lost-15527331#.TzE_gphBR4e>. 
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Dump would help her. Unfortunately, on this day no one 
seemed to be around to help her. And no one seemed to be 
around to help the senior citizen who had half of a cast-iron 
bathtub to dispose of. Fortunately, two non-employees of 
Tynes Bay Dump helped the two senior citizens. A woman 
drove in to Tynes Bay Dump and moved the box containing 
the barbeque over to the bin for metal so she could empty the 
box of metal. And a man drove into Tynes Bay Dump and 
assisted the other senior citizen with half of a cast-iron bath-
tub. Ms. Wills wrote, “Ironically, as I returned to my car, the 
gentleman who works at the dump strolled into sight … ei-
ther he timed his return perfectly, or it was dumb luck … not 
sure which!”193 

194. Why Robert and Marilyn Ahearn of Binghamton, 
New York, Love Bermuda 

In a 28 September 2011 letter to the editor of The Royal Ga-
zette in Bermuda, Robert and Marilyn Ahearn of Bing-
hamton, New York, asked this question: “Want to know why 
we return to your lovely country?” They answered it by re-
counting the assistance that they received from two Good 
Samaritans after their moped ran out of gas near the Botani-
cal Gardens. A Good Samaritan named Tony got gas for 
them from a nearby gas station. Unfortunately, they could 
not get the moped to start. Fortunately, another Good Samar-
itan, Dr. David Saul, came by and fussed with the motor and 
got it to start. Robert and Marilyn Ahearn wrote, “That, my 
Bermuda friends, is why we just love it here. Thank you.”194 

 
193 Source: Carol Wills, “Praise for good Samaritans.” Letter to the Edi-
tor. The Royal Gazette (Bermuda). 29 September 2011. Published 4 Oc-
tober 2011 <http://www.royalgazette.com/arti-
cle/20111004/COMMENT03/111009989>. 
194 Source: Robert and Marilyn Ahearn, “Good Samaritans.” Letter to 
the Editor. The Royal Gazette (Bermuda). 28 September 2011. Pub-
lished 4 October 2011 
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195. Thanks to a Good Samaritan 

On 16 February 2012, Mike Milligan of Dumas, Texas, was 
in a car with his wife, son, granddaughter, and grandson, 
when the car ran out of gas about five miles from a gas sta-
tion. A man in a white pickup drove past them and then 
stopped so he could open a gate to his property. Mr. Mulli-
gan asked him for help, and the man offered to bring them 
gas. As he had promised, he returned quickly with enough 
gas to get them to the gasoline station. In a letter to the editor 
of the Amarillo Globe-News, Mr. Mulligan wrote, “I asked 
his name and he replied, ‘Justin.’ I then asked where he 
worked and he told me Cavender’s. I have told his employers 
they have a caring individual who must also be an excep-
tional employee. I am so glad to live in West Texas where 
there are people who are willing to take the time and go to 
some extra effort to help those in need.”195 

196. Getting to a Funeral on Time 

On 26 February 2012, Anne Rowe of Richmond, Virginia, 
had a flat tire on I-64 near Talleysville, Virginia, while on 
her way to attend a funeral. She was upset about missing the 
funeral, but fortunately a man stopped to help her. Ms. Rowe 
was on a cell phone talking to a friend, who advised her to 
be careful, as the man could be trouble, but Ms. Rowe told 
her friend that she had a good feeling about the man, who in 
fact turned out to be a Good Samaritan. Ms. Rowe wrote in 
a letter to the editor of the Gloucester-Mathews Gazette-
Journal (Virginia), “That young man introduced himself as 

 
<http://www.royalgazette.com/article/20110928/COMMENT03/11092
9951>. 
195 Source: Mike Milligan, “Letter: Thanks to good Samaritan.” Letter 
to the editor. Amarillo Globe-News (Texas). 28 February 2012 
<http://amarillo.com/opinion/letters-editor/2012-02-28/thanks-good-
samaritan>. 
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Robert Johnson from Gloucester, and he immediately went 
into action. I think he had my tire changed in 10 minutes. It 
was unbelievable. All this in a cold, blustery wind; and he 
had already put in a day’s work in Richmond. I tried to offer 
Mr. Johnson some cash for his kind and skillful actions, but 
he would not accept it. He said he was just doing a good deed 
and offered me a blessed day. Well, yes, my day had been 
blessed.” She added, “By the way, I made it to the funeral on 
time to honor and celebrate the life of another good man.”196 

197. Good Samaritan = Good Example 

In March 2009, John Trent of Plumas Lake, California, got 
a flat on a spare tire and was stuck by the side of the road 
wondering what to do. Fortunately, a Good Samaritan who 
worked at a local tire dealership stopped and fixed his tire 
for him. In a letter to the editor of the Appeal-Democrat 
(Marysville, California), Mr. Trent wrote, “To make a long 
story short, even though he was on his lunch break he took 
my tire, fixed it for me, and when I offered to pay for the 
service, he refused to take my money. It made me feel good 
about the world [we] live in despite what is going on in the 
world. So I went out to find someone to help this day. That 
made me feel pretty good, too. Thanks to a good Samaritan 
for setting an example.”197 

 
196 Source: Anne Rowe, “Letter: Recognizing a rare act of kindness.” 
Letter to the editor. Gloucester-Mathews Gazette-Journal (Virginia). 29 
February 2012 
<http://www.gazettejournal.net/index.php/opinion/opinion_article/letter
_recognizing_a_rare_act_of_kindness/>. 
197 Source: John Trent, “Letter: Good Samaritan sets good example.” 
Appeal-Democrat (Marysville, California). 20 March 2009 
<http://www.appeal-democrat.com/articles/good-75595-tire-
help.html>. 
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198. Thank You to a Good Samaritan 

On 28 May 2011, Carl Braun of Delhi Township, Ohio, got 
lost while driving with his wife to the airport in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. He stopped at a convenience store to get instructions, 
but the instructions were difficult to follow: “Half mile here 
and a mile there; bear to the right, etc.” Therefore, the 
woman who was trying to tell him how to get to the airport 
told him, “Follow me.” She then drove to a spot from which 
Mr. Braun and his wife could get to the airport. In a letter to 
the editor of the Cincinnati Enquirer, Mr. Braun wrote, “I do 
not know her, but, if she reads this, I want to say ‘thank 
you.’”198 

199. The Three Wise (and Empathetic) Men in Modern 
Dress 

Jenny Reich works in Washington D.C., and on 27 February 
2012, she rode her bicycle late in the evening to get some 
work done in her office. Unfortunately, her knee gave out, 
and she ended up limping in great pain the final four blocks 
to her office. Fortunately, some Good Samaritans helped her. 
In a letter to the editor of the Washington Post, Ms. Reich 
wrote, “After leaving the office, I was in trouble. I had no 
car, no cash, and no knee. Three businessmen stopped to 
help. One of them hailed me a cab while another pressed a 
hundred-dollar bill in my hand, telling me to get home 
safely. The exceptional actions of these men saved me from 
a painful night struggling to make it home. I took the cab, 
bought crutches, and have $40 left over.” She added, “So, 
Mr. Good Samaritans, if you read this, I’d love to buy you 

 
198 Source: Carl Braun, “A Good Samaritan.” Letter to the editor. Cin-
cinnati Enquirer (Ohio). 31 May 2011 
<http://cincinnati.com/blogs/letters/2011/05/31/a-good-samaritan/>. 
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lunch. Thank you for brightening my night and reinforcing 
my belief in the incredible potential of human empathy.”199 

200. Some Thoughtless Vandals and One Gentleman 

Terri McMillin of Yakima, Washington, saw a good deed 
that she did not want to pass unnoticed, so she wrote this 
letter to the editor of the Yakima Herald-Republic: “I, too, 
find the litter problem in Yakima to be awful and depressing. 
I’ve only lived in Yakima for five years and just can’t under-
stand why anyone would want to desecrate our city and sur-
rounding countryside. I want to commend the gentleman in 
the truck the morning of March 1 [2012], who turned around 
on Tieton Drive to stop and pick up the fast-food litter strewn 
all over Pear Avenue. He is truly a model citizen, and I hope 
God blesses him for his going the extra mile. It’s nice to 
know that there are people like him to counter the thought-
less vandals of our community. His deed did not go unno-
ticed!”200 

  

 
199 Source: Jenny Reich, “Doing a good deed in the District.” Letter to 
the Editor. Washington Post. 1 March 2012 
<http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/doing-a-good-deed-in-the-
district/2012/02/28/gIQADnaElR_story.html>. 
200 Source: Terri McMillin, “Good deed on litter.” 03/06/12 Letters to 
the Editor. Yakima Herald-Republic (Yakima, Washington). Posted 5 
March 2012. <http://www.yakima-herald.com/stories/2012/03/05/03-
06-12-letters-to-the-editor>. 
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Chapter 5: 201-250 

201. Letter to an Anonymous Good Samaritan: “Your 
Actions Show that There are a Lot of Really Good Peo-
ple in This World, Including You” 

On 1 December 2011, someone in an oncoming car threw a 
pumpkin at a car driven by the son of Paul Mulholland of 
Newtown, Pennsylvania. The pumpkin went through the 
windshield, and the shattered glass blinded Mr. Mulhol-
land’s son. In a letter to the editor of The Delaware County 
Daily Times (Pennsylvania) that was also an open letter to 
the Good Samaritan who helped his son, Mr. Mulholland 
wrote, “With the glass in his eyes, our son could not see and 
he ended up standing in the median strip. You stopped, 
helped him, and called the police. While my son was being 
placed in the ambulance, you drove off after completing your 
conversation with the police. But no one got your name. We 
want to thank you and let [you] know how much your help 
meant to us. In addition to all his injuries, he could have been 
hit by a car in his condition. Your quick assistance saved him 
from further injury. Your actions show that there are a lot of 
really good people in this world, including you.”201 

202. Two Good Deeds: One Ordinary, One Special 

On 28 August 2008, a person who uses the name Gramps 
while posting at Lutherans Online told about two of his good 
deeds. The previous day, while at a gas station, he had seen 
a car with a headlight out. He told the young driver about the 
problem, and the young man thanked him. The other good 
deed is special. Gramps wrote, “But the one I still smile 

 
201 Source: Paul Mulholland, “Letter to the Editor: Thanks to Good Sa-
maritan.” The Delaware County Daily Times (Pennsylvania). 11 Janu-
ary 2012 
<http://delcotimes.com/articles/2012/01/11/opinion/doc4f0cedf3ecda99
59670409.txt>. 
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about is the time when I was coming into a local community 
at night and the police car pulled out in front of me. Its back-
lights were not lit (it was long after dark). I flashed the cop 
and made him pull over. He came out of the car ready for 
bear—and he was somewhat embarrassed when he checked 
the backlights of his cruiser. Had to call for a backup to bring 
a fuse for the lights.”202 

203. Three Young Men, Good Samaritans All 

Late in the afternoon of 26 October 2011, Kathy and Craig 
Frye of Alpine, Texas, got a flat tire on their truck at the in-
tersection of State Highway 1776 and U.S. Highway 285. 
Because of a recent heart attack, Mr. Frye could not change 
the tire, so they called their auto insurance company and 
waited for a callback. Fortunately, before the callback ar-
rived—over 30 minutes later—three young men, Good Sa-
maritans all, from Fort Stockton stopped and changed the flat 
tire for them. In a letter to the editor of the Alpine Avalanche, 
Kathy and Craig Frye wrote, “These young men had just fin-
ished working a 12-hour shift in the oil fields near Pecos and 
were on their way home when they saw our stranded vehicle, 
and came to offer their help. Although we did not get your 
names, you know who you are, and we want to acknowledge 
our deep gratitude to you.”203 

 
202 Source: Gramps, “Re: List Something Nice or a Good Deed you saw 
someone do recently.” Lutherans Online. 28 August 2008 
<https://service.thrivent.com/mboards/members/message.jspa?message
ID=112228>. 
203 Source: Kathy and Craig Frye, “Letter to the Editor: Thanks to 3 
young ‘Good Samaritans.’” Alpine Avalanche (Alpine, Texas). 3 No-
vember 2011 
<http://www.alpineavalanche.com/opinion/article_dda5ccfe-0631-
11e1-8d56-001cc4c03286.html>. 
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204. Kevin Troutman Can Change a Flat Tire in Less 
Than Seven Minutes 

On 9 August 2011, Jane Campbell, of Decatur, Illinois, and 
her granddaughter got a flat tire on the east side of Bloom-
ington at about 5 p.m. Fortunately, Kevin Troutman, a Pru-
dential Realtor, stopped and changed their tire for them. In a 
letter to the editor of Pantagraph.com, Ms. Campbell wrote, 
“Mr. Troutman stopped and said he used to be able to change 
a tire in less than seven minutes. Well, he still can.”204 

205. Good Samaritan Fixes Flat Tire 

In the evening of 28 December 2011, Bill and Maxine Tren-
beath of Boise, Idaho, had a flat tire on their truck at the San 
Tan Village Shopping Center in Gilbert, Arizona. In a letter 
to the editor of the East Valley Tribune in Tempe, Arizona, 
they wrote, “Thank you to that good samaritan who helped 
us fix our flat tire […]. We didn’t get your name, but we are 
so thankful for your help. It is really inspiring to know there 
are people like you who go out of their way to help others. 
We hope to ‘pass it on’ and help someone ourselves some-
day.”205 

206. A Heartfelt Thank You 

On 6 December 2011, while taking her daily walk in Fair-
field, California, Maria M. Sanchez fell. Fortunately, she got 

 
204 Source: Jane Campbell, “Thankful for help after tire blowout.” Let-
ter to the Editor. Pantagraph.com (Bloomington, Illinois). 20 August 
2011 
<http://www.pantagraph.com/news/opinion/mailbag/article_224a9f28-
cab5-11e0-8317-001cc4c03286.html>. 
205 Source: Bill and Maxine Trenbeath, “Letter: Giving thanks for a 
good deed by stranger.” East Valley Tribune (Tempe, Arizona). 24 Jan-
uary 2012 
<http://www.eastvalleytribune.com/opinion/article_4ff7b976-46b9-
11e1-851a-001871e3ce6c.html>. 
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help. In a letter to the editor of Daily Republic, she wrote, “A 
woman stopped her car, called 911 and stayed with me until 
the EMTs arrived. I was taken to NorthBay Medical Center 
where I received the best care I could possibly imagine from 
the doctors and staff who treated me.” In her letter, Ms. 
Sanchez gave a heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped 
her.206 

207. A Free Lunch 

On 18 January 2012, Connie Dodge, the Activities Director 
at The Cohen Home, an assisted-living community in Johns 
Creek, Georgia, took nine residents and staff out to eat at the 
Bahama Breeze restaurant. When she asked for the check af-
ter everyone had finished eating, she discovered that one of 
the diners at the restaurant had already anonymously paid for 
their meals. In a letter to the editor of the local Patch news-
paper, Ms. Dodge wrote, “The residents were absolutely de-
lighted and kept wondering why they had been treated, ‘Was 
he missing his own parents who live far away? Maybe his 
parents have passed away and he can’t do things for them 
anymore. He is someone with a big heart.’ The enjoyment of 
this gift continued when we returned to The Cohen Home. 
The lunch group couldn’t stop talking about what had hap-
pened. Soon even the residents who had not been out to 
lunch were talking about it and delighting in the fact that 
someone showed so much love to a table of mothers and fa-
thers who were total strangers. Thank you for your great 
kindness. We have discovered that sometimes there really is 
a free lunch.”207 

 
206 Source: Maria M. Sanchez, “Anonymous good Samaritan helped.” 
Daily Republic (Fairfield, California). 30 December 2011 
<http://www.dailyrepublic.com/opinion/letters-editor/anonymous-
good-samaritan-helped/>. 
207 Source: Connie Dodge, Activities Director, The Cohen Home, 
“Good Samaritan Buys Lunch for Seniors.” Patch (Johns Creek, 
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208. A Model with Down Syndrome 

On 2 January 2012, the father of Noah, a young boy with 
Down syndrome, blogged approvingly about an ad that Tar-
get put out. The ad showed a group of children wearing Tar-
get clothing. One of the children had Down syndrome, but 
that was not pointed out in the ad. Noah’s Dad wrote, “This 
wasn’t a ‘Special Clothing For Special People’ catalog. 
There wasn’t a call out somewhere on the page proudly pro-
claiming that ‘Target’s proud to feature a model with Down 
syndrome in this week’s ad!’ And they didn’t even ask him 
to model a shirt with the phrase, ‘We Aren’t All Angels’ 
printed on the front. In other words, they didn’t make a big 
deal out of it. I like that.”208 

209. “I Challenge Everyone to Spend AT LEAST $20 at 
the Hardware on the 21st” 

In January 2012, Jim Black, a resident of Chagrin Falls, 
Ohio, wanted to reward a local hardware store. He sent this 
email to 20 friends: “Let’s show our support for one of our 
local businesses. I challenge everyone to spend AT LEAST 
$20 at the hardware on the 21st.” The email went viral, and 
people responded, showing up all day at Chagrin Hardware, 
in business since 1857, to spend money in a “Cash Mob,” a 
variation of a Flash Mob. Chagrin Falls resident Martine 
Scheuermann said, “This is small-town America. This is a 
special family business in a town where everybody knows 
you.” Steve Shutts, one of the hardware’s owners, said, 
“This is so cool. I’ve seen people today I haven’t seen in 
years.” Chad Schron, a customer, said, “When I was a kid, 

 
Georgia). 23 January 2012 <http://johnscreek.patch.com/articles/letter-
good-samaritan-buys-lunch-for-seniors>. 
208 Source: “Target Is ‘Down’ With Down Syndrome: 5 Things Target 
Said By Saying Nothing At All.” Noah’s Dad. 2 January 2012 
<http://noahsdad.com/target-down-syndrome/>. 
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my Mom would send me down here with a note to let me 
buy BB’s. Lots of kids did that back then. The notes still are 
in a drawer over there.” At the end of the very busy day, Mr. 
Shutts said, “Thanks to Jimmy Black. Thanks to everyone. 
Thanks to Chagrin Falls. What a place to live.”209 

210. Making a Bad Birthday a Good Birthday 

A woman who uses the name “smilingdaisy” while posting 
on <Helpothers.org> tells a story about her son and daughter 
making cards and writing to people who need a lift. Some 
are relatives. One was an elderly woman battling breast can-
cer who is a friend of smilingdaisy’s sister. The son and 
daughter made her a birthday card that included a picture of 
an angel that they had found on the Web and printed. The 
elderly friend had been having a bad day before she received 
the card, and it brightened the rest of her day. Smilingdaisy 
writes, “I was so proud of [my son] and of my daughter. It 
just proves that when we take an extra few minutes out of 
our day to let someone know we are thinking of him/her, it 
can make all the difference in the world! It changed that 
sweet, and very sick lady’s entire perspective on her birth-
day!”210 

211. Middle Eastern Taxi Driver Goes “Ballistic” Over 
High Price for Shelter of Stranded Travelers in Aus-
tralia 

In June 2011 recently widowed 82-year-old Mavis Brown 
and her friend Margaret Stewart visited Melbourne, 

 
209 Source: Amy Sancetta, “In The Era Of Big Boxes, A Day For The 
Little Guy.” Huffington Post. 25 January 2012 
<http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/01/27/in-the-era-of-big-boxes-
a_n_1236835.html>. 
210 Source: Smilingdaisy, “My Children Lift a Heavy Heart.” Helpoth-
ers.org. 2 February 2012 
<http://www.helpothers.org/story.php?sid=29739>. 
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Australia. Told that their connecting flight to Hobart had 
been cancelled, they used a taxi to take them to a motel close 
to the airport. Because of flight cancellations, most motels 
were already booked. The one that was not was expensive. 
Ms. Brown’s son, Matthew, said, “When [the driver] found 
out how much they were being charged, he just went ballis-
tic.” The Yellow Cabs driver took them to one more motel, 
but it was also fully booked so he had to return them to the 
expensive motel. Because the taxi driver felt that the motel 
had upped its price to take advantage of stranded travelers, 
he declined to accept payment for the taxi ride or to accept a 
tip. Mr. Brown said that his mother did not know the taxi 
driver’s name, but that his heritage appeared to be Middle 
Eastern.211 

212. Honest Cabbie in Thailand Finds and Returns 
Gold Ornaments Worth Bt13 Million 

In March 2012 in Bangkok, Thailand, Akekarat Kanokwan-
nakorn, who owns a gold shop, left a bag containing gold 
ornaments worth Bt13 million in the taxi driven by Saksee 
Kesseekaew. When Mr. Kesseekaew found the bag, he drove 
around looking for Mr. Kanokwannakorn. Mr. Kesseekaew 
said, “I picked the passenger up from Yaowarat and dropped 
him off at Si Mum Muang Market in Pathum Thani. I really 
wanted to return the gold and drove around in the area I had 
picked him up in the hope of spotting him, but he was no-
where to be seen.” Later, Mr. Kesseekaew told his nephew, 
Sergeant Sakdipong Boonyawoot, about the gold ornaments, 
and his nephew was able to help him find the rightful owner 
by using the services of a radio station. Mr. Kanokwanna-
korn immediately gave Mr. Kesseekaew gold necklaces 

 
211 Source: Ellen Coulter, “Good Samaritan cabbie.” The Age (Mel-
bourne, Victoria, Australia). 23 June 2011 
<http://www.theage.com.au/victoria/good-samaritan-cabbie-20110622-
1gfi8.html>. 
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worth about Bt200,000 and promised him an additional 
Bt300,000 in cash.212 

213. “Thank You, Mary Powers, for Your Honesty” 

In December 2011, Robin McGaffey of Pasca, Washington, 
stopped at the Oroweat Bakery Outlet on Columbia Drive in 
Kennewick, Washington, to make a purchase. Robin had a 
$100 bill, but the cashier was unable to make change for it, 
so Robin used smaller bills instead. Robin then bought gas-
oline and used smaller bills to pay for the purchase. At home, 
however, Robin realized that the $100 bill was missing. 
Robin went back to the gas station to see if anyone had 
turned in a $100 bill. No luck. Robin then went to Oroweat 
Bakery Outlet. In a letter to the editor of the Tri-City Herald, 
Robin wrote, “I drove back to the bread store in a panic, 
thinking that no one in their right mind would turn in a $100 
bill. I ran in the bread store and asked the clerk if anyone had 
turned in that money. Yes. She walked to the back and came 
out with an envelope containing the money. She had found 
it lying on the floor in front of the register just after I left the 
store. The lady’s name is Mary Powers. She is proof that 
there is at least one good Samaritan in Tri-Cities. Thank you, 
Mary, for your honesty.”213 

214. Joyce White Finds, Returns Seven $100 Bills 

In December 2009 a family in Greenwood, Mississippi, lost 
seven $100 bills as they were going to go shopping on Black 
Friday. Joyce White found the money on the floor of a 

 
212 Source: “Good deed earns cabbie gold worth Bt200,000.” The Na-
tion (Bangkok, Thailand). 17 March 2012 
<http://www.nationmultimedia.com/national/Good-deed-earns-cabbie-
gold-worth-Bt200000-30178165.html>. 
213 Source: Robin McGaffey, “Good Samaritan.” Letter to the Editor. 
Tri-City Herald (Washington state). 8 December 2011 <http://www.tri-
cityherald.com/2011/12/08/1745978/good-samaritan.html>. 
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McDonald’s and then started looking each day in a newspa-
per to see if she could find the money’s owner. Penny De-
Freese, a member of the family that had lost the money, 
wrote to the newspaper, and Ms. White and her husband de-
livered the money to Ms. DeFreese. Although Ms. De-
Freese’s mother, Louise Smith, had offered a $100 reward, 
Ms. White declined it.214 

215. Thank You to a Good Samaritan 

In July 2011, Ulanah McCoy of Eastsound, Washington, lost 
two envelopes containing checks. She thought about calling 
a bank to stop payment on the checks, but she also had a 
feeling that no harm would result from losing the checks. 
Her feeling was correct. In a letter to the editor of Islands’ 
Sounder, she wrote, “A couple of weeks ago as I left for work 
on Friday, I shoved two envelopes into the side pocket of my 
shorts. Both contained checks—one to be mailed and one left 
in a payment collection box in Eastsound. When I arrived at 
the Post Office in the mid-afternoon, I realized that the en-
velopes were missing. Hmm. Cause for concern and most 
probably a call to my bank to stop payment on the checks. 
But I felt a real reluctance to call the bank. My true feeling 
was that everything would be okay. After waiting a sufficient 
length of time, I checked my accounts and discovered that 
both of my checks had arrived and been posted. My profuse 
gratitude to the Good Samaritan who picked up my enve-
lopes and sent them on their way. I believed you were out 
there. Please know how much your gesture is appreciated 
and that the good will you extend will [come] back to 
you.”215 

 
214 Source: “‘A miracle’: Family gets lost gift money back.” The Pica-
yune Item (Picayune, Mississippi). 7 December 2009 
<http://picayuneitem.com/statenews/x546309745/-A-miracle-Family-
gets-lost-gift-money-back>. 
215 Source: Ulanah McCoy, “Thank you to a good Samaritan.” Letter to 
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216. “Ethiopians are Honest People” 

In 2009, Selome Getachew, an employee of the Ethiopian 
Revenues and Custom Authority Bole Airport Branch, found 
$500 that a passenger had lost. Ms. Getachew turned in the 
money to her supervisor, and the $500 was returned to its 
rightful owner, who lives in Ghana. The rightful owner sent 
a thank-you letter to Ms. Getachew and Ethiopian Airlines 
saying, “Ethiopians are honest people.” Ethiopian Airlines 
gave Ms. Getachew a letter of gratitude and also gave her 
two free round-trip tickets to a destination of her choice.216 

217. One Good Deed Followed by Another 

Ed Lehmann of Kerrville, Texas, thanked a Good Samaritan 
in a letter to the editor of the Daily Times—and he did a good 
deed of his own: “I am so thankful to know we have honest 
people here in our Kerrville area. To the person who turned 
in my money and money clip that I dropped at the Wash 
Tub—many thanks. I will give a donation to Christian As-
sistance Ministry in your honor.”217 

218. Lost Credit Card Found, Returned 

In early 2012, Annette Gisi of Yuba City, California, lost a 
credit card. Fortunately, a woman named Michelle found it 
and turned it in to the police. Ms. Gisi wrote in a letter to the 

 
the Editor. Islands’ Sounder (Eastsound, Washington). 28 July 2011 
<http://www.islandssounder.com/opinion/letters/126339103.html>. 
216 Source: “Airport worker returns lost money.” Addis Journal (Web-
log). 16 September 2009 
<http://arefe.wordpress.com/2009/09/16/airport-worker-returns-lost-
money/>. 
217 Source: Ed Lehmann, “Letter: One good deed deserves another.” 
Daily Times (Kerrville, Texas). January 2012 
<http://dailytimes.com/opinion/letters_to_editor/article_7963ef58-
3720-11e1-9cc1-0019bb2963f4.html>. 
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editor of the Appeal-Democrat, “I had no idea that I had 
dropped it outside of Marshall’s until I received a call from 
the police. She must have turned it in immediately, because 
I had it back in my possession about an hour after I left the 
store. I salute her as an honest, caring citizen. I would have 
liked to have had the chance to thank her in person, as she 
reconfirmed my belief in the human spirit. I will make a do-
nation to Early Risers Kiwanis of Yuba City in her name.”218 

219. “Bless You and Thank You, Kind Sir” 

Ronald Gray of Bethel Park, Pennsylvania, believes in giv-
ing credit where credit is due. In a letter to the editor of the 
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, he wrote, “Many thanks to the 
Good Samaritan who found our checkbook and went out of 
his way to return it to our door the next day. Please excuse 
my poor manners for neglecting to ask and learn your name; 
it is of no matter, because God knows you. He answered my 
prayer and sent you to my door. Bless you and thank you, 
kind sir.”219 

220. Another Good Deed for Incline Village, Nevada 

On 4 February 2012, Gwendalyn Gilliam had spent exactly 
eight years living in Incline Village, Nevada. It was also the 
day of yet another Incline Village good deed. In a letter to 
the editor of the North Lake Tahoe Bonanza in Nevada, Ms. 
Gilliam wrote, “I think it is quite fitting that on February 4, 
the eighth anniversary of my moving to Incline, my local 

 
218 Source: Annette Gisi, “Letter: Good deed recognized.” Letter to the 
Editor. Appeal-Democrat (Yuba City, California). 3 March 2012 
<http://www.appeal-democrat.com/articles/police-114271-thank-
turned.html>. 
219 Source: Ronald Gray, “Good Samaritan.” Pittsburghlove.com. 6 
February 2012 
<http://www.pittsburghlive.com/x/pittsburghtrib/opinion/letters/s_7799
16.html>. 
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bank would have found the $200 I walked off without yes-
terday. Mind you, I did not have a receipt of any kind. They 
found it and they gave it back. This is not the first case of 
unmitigated safety I have experienced in this town—lost 
hats, wallets, etc. I am ridiculously happy here. It’s obscene 
how happy I am. Thank you, Incline Village, for eight of the 
greatest years of my life!”220 

221. “When I Rang, the Desk Sergeant Already Knew 
My Name” 

In 2008, Paul Cole read a report in the Sunday Mercury of 
Birmingham, England, about the crime problem in his 
hometown of Redditch, which is about 15 miles south of Bir-
mingham. Very quickly, however, he learned that good peo-
ple still exist. He dropped his wallet, including credit cards, 
in the parking lot of a DIY store. A few hours later, he real-
ized that he had lost his wallet, and he started frantically 
making telephone calls to cancel the credit cards. In a letter 
to the editor of the Sunday Mercury, he wrote, “I was in-
formed by one card company that I should call the local po-
lice station to get a lost property number. When I rang, the 
desk sergeant already knew my name. The reason? Because 
a kind shopper had spotted the wallet lying on the ground, 
driven a mile into town and handed it in at the police station. 
There are still some honest people about. My thanks to the 
Good Samaritan and to the helpful front counter staff at Red-
ditch police station.”221 

 
220 Source: Gwendalyn Gilliam, “Letter to the Editor: Another good 
deed for Incline Village.” North Lake Tahoe Bonanza (Nevada). 8 Feb-
ruary 2012 
<http://www.tahoebonanza.com/article/20120208/NEWS/120209954>. 
221 Source: Paul Cole, “Letter: Good Samaritan.” Letter to the Editor. 
Sunday Mercury (Birmingham, England). 17 February 2008 
<http://www.thefreelibrary.com/Letter%3a+Good+Samaritan.-
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222. Woman Who Returned $97,000: “My Mom and 
Dad Told Me Never to Take Anything that Didn’t Be-
long to Me” 

In December 2008 in a Cracker Barrel Old Country Store 
restaurant in Murfreesboro, Tennessee, Billie Watts, age 75, 
found $97,000 in a restroom. She made sure that the money 
got back to its rightful owner—although she was tempted to 
keep the money, as many or most people would be. Ms. 
Watts said, “Satan will tempt you. I have been having real 
bad teeth problems. I thought, ‘I’ll get my teeth fixed.’” Mi-
chael Peralta, age 31, one of her 12 grandchildren, said, “I’m 
proud of her because if anyone in the world deserved to find 
$97,000 it was them.” Ms. Watts and her husband, Malcolm, 
live on Social Security checks. In the Cracker Barrel 
women’s restroom, Ms. Watts found a bag hanging on a 
stall-door hook. She said, “It had a Manila envelope that was 
sticking out of the bag. It couldn’t zip up; it was too full.” 
She looked for the owner’s ID and saw a photograph and the 
money. She recounted, “I said, ‘Oh my goodness.’ I have 
never seen that much money in my whole life. I counted the 
money. There was $97,000 in one-thousand-dollar bills. 
They were neatly stacked inside the bag.” She took the bag 
and money with her when she left the restaurant. She ex-
plained, “I was afraid to go to the counter. Maybe the wrong 
person could get ahold of it.” After returning home, she 
called the restaurant. She said, “I told them I found some-
thing in the bathroom.” She left her telephone number. 
Within 15 minutes, a woman called. Ms. Watts said, “I knew 
it was the right person when she called. She identified the 
picture, the envelope, and the money. I met her in front of 
the Cracker Barrel about 15 to 20 minutes after she called 
me.” Ms. Watts said that in the parking lot, “She run up and 
hugged me. She got excited and didn’t even look at the bag 

 
a0174908042>. 
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except to pull out the picture to show it to me. She said it 
was the only picture she had of her daughter and her daugh-
ter's child, who are both deceased.” The woman said that she 
had sold her house and all of the belongings inside it. Ms. 
Watts said, “She was going to start her new life in Florida 
with her son.” Ms. Watts declined the woman’s offer of a 
$1,000 reward. Ms. Watts said that the woman “told me she 
needed every penny she could to start over. [The money] 
wasn’t mine. I had no right to it. My mom and dad told me 
never to take anything that didn’t belong to me.”222 

223. Good People Help Recover $350 of Lost Money 

In February 2012, John Fedus, who is almost 70 and is from 
Connecticut, accidentally left his wallet—which contained 
$700—on the trunk of his car. As he drove, his money leaked 
out of the wallet. Mr. Fedus said, “My money was flying 
down Immokalee Road” in Collier County, Florida. Fortu-
nately, he got half of the money back. He said, “I would like 
to give him or her a reward as a ‘Thank You’ because there 
was one honest person out there.” Actually, more than one 
honest person was out there. The Collier County Sheriff’s 
Office and a couple of Good Samaritans who had flagged 
down a deputy helped find that much of the lost money. Ac-
tually, the law states that people must turn in found money. 
Commander Bill McDonald said, “If you fail to report tan-
gible items, it is treated as a theft.” He added that Mr. Fedus 
is fortunate that people handed in the money: “That’s pretty 
unusual. People will turn in watches or jewelry, but when 
people find a few dollars on the ground they rarely turn it in. 
So he was pretty lucky.” Mr. Fedus said that he would turn 
in other people’s money if he found it: “Anything that is not 

 
222 Source: Doug Davis, “Woman returns $100K found at restaurant.” 
The Daily News Journal (Murfreesboro, Tennessee). 9 December 2009 
<http://www.usatoday.com/news/offbeat/2008-12-09-cash-
returned_N.htm>. 



 185 

yours should be turned in. I don’t believe in benefitting from 
someone else’s spoils.” He wrote the Sheriff’s Office a 
thank-you letter.223 

224. Two Lost-and-Found Good Deeds 

In Star News Online, Will Jones writes a column titled 
“Goodwill” about good deeds. For 28 December 2011, he 
wrote about two good deeds: 1) Carolyn Hirst-Loucks wrote, 
“My mom, Ruth Hirst of Calabash [in North Carolina], on 
Dec. 6 [2011] went to Walmart in North Myrtle Beach, S.C., 
to purchase some groceries. She is tiny, and purchased heavy 
bags of dog food and bird seed. In the struggle to get them 
in her car, she accidentally left her purse behind. Unaware, 
she proceeded home, stopping at Dunkin’ Donuts only to 
discover her purse gone. She backtracked to Walmart, went 
to the customer service desk to inquire—all to no avail. 
Thinking about all the cards and bank accounts she would 
have to change, she headed home, stopping at the bank to 
cancel her debit card. You can imagine how distraught she 
was. Pulling into her driveway she saw ahead of her on the 
wheelchair lift her purse on the landing.” Ruth Hirst said, “I 
couldn’t believe my eyes.” Whoever found her wallet must 
have gotten her address from her driver’s license. Ms. Hirst-
Loucks wrote, “My mom thinks that truly an angel delivered 
her purse right to her doorstep. This is a thanks to the un-
known person (or angel) who delivered to her doorstep her 
purse with everything in it. In this holiday season to have 
someone go out of their way to help another person really 
makes one believe in the goodness of mankind.” 2) John M. 
Curtis praised hospital staff after he received a blood trans-
fusion on 3 November 2011 at New Hanover Regional 

 
223 Source: Tom Hanson, “Good Samaritan turns in $350 lost by Con-
necticut man on Immokalee Road.” Naples News (Florida). 13 February 
2012 <http://www.naplesnews.com/news/2012/feb/13/good-samaritan-
turns-in-350-lost-by-connecticut/?print=1>. 
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Medical Center in Wilmington, North Carolina: “reception-
ist, staff, nurses—all—helped me with friendly acts, skill 
and professional knowledge. They made the long process 
bearable.” After the transfusion, a volunteer took Mr. Curtis 
and his wife in a van to their car. Mr. Curtis said, “When we 
exited the van, I forgot a small bag which contained some 
important prescriptions. We discovered my loss when we 
reached our home (in Hampstead). We started to telephone 
the hospital. An incoming call sounded. The caller was a 
hospital employee who had used the same van we exited, and 
found my prescriptions by chance. She lived near us. My 
prescriptions had my name on them. She obtained my ad-
dress and telephone number. She was nearby and reached 
our home within five minutes. She refused any compensa-
tion. The young woman’s name is Eileen McConville. After 
finding my prescriptions, she could have given them to the 
van driver to take to the hospital, complicating the situation 
and adding to the time needed for me to recover these essen-
tial medicines. Instead, she went the extra mile to help an old 
WWII soldier, without knowing my identity. She is a true 
Goodwill example, and I thank her.”224 

225. Raza Hasan and His Nieces: Good Samaritans 

In 2012, Kathryn Hedges of Summit, Missouri, was the re-
cipient of a good deed in New Orleans. In a letter to the edi-
tor of NOLA.com, she explains, “I was in New Orleans for 
a conference. I lost my wallet sometime during an evening 
of dinner, shopping and jazz. I reported it to the police as lost 
or stolen. A very kind cab driver, Raza Hasan, returned my 
wallet to me. I am very grateful and want to thank him 

 
224 Source: Will Jones, “Goodwill—Anonymous angel returns lost 
purse.” Star News Online (Wilmington, North Carolina). 28 December 
2011 
<http://www.starnewsonline.com/article/20111228/COLUMNIST/1112
29722>. 
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publicly for his act of kindness (and his nieces for finding it 
in his cab).”225 

226. “You Do a Good Deed, and Someone will Do a 
Good Deed for You” 

Five-year-old (in the year 2000) Antonio Maldonado is an 
honest boy. A kindergartener at Bay Vista Fundamental El-
ementary School in St. Petersburg, Florida, Antonio found a 
quarter on the floor and told his teacher, Leslie Black, about 
it. She said to her class, “Someone will be missing this quar-
ter.” Then she asked who had lost a quarter. A little girl 
named Rachel said that she had been short a quarter when 
she bought her lunch earlier that day. Ms. Black said, “The 
children all cheered. They were happy when they found out 
the quarter belonged to Rachel.” Antonio gave Rachel the 
quarter, and the two children went to the cafeteria so that 
Rachel could pay the quarter she owed on her lunch. Ms. 
Black says that such moments are teachable moments: “They 
happen a thousand times a day. But you have to watch for 
them.” This particular moment was a time to teach the chil-
dren about good behavior: “You stop when that happens. 
You talk about it.” Not even a week later, Antonio was with 
his mother when he found a wallet in the parking lot of North 
Shore Pool in St. Petersburg. The wallet contained money: 
$464 in cash. His mother, Jennifer Maldonado, recounted, 
“He said, ‘Mommy, someone lost a lot of money and we 
have to return this. Someone will be missing it.’ He never 
once hesitated about what was the right thing to do. He’s a 
normal little boy who wants things like Pokemon cards and 
video games, but he didn’t think of using the money to buy 
those things.” How much money did Antonio think he had 

 
225 Source: Kathryn Hedges, “Good deed is appreciated: A letter to the 
editor.” NOLA.com (New Orleans, Louisiana). 7 February 2012 
<http://www.nola.com/opinions/index.ssf/2012/02/good_deed_is_appre
ciated_a_let.html>. 
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found: “a bunch and a million.” Antonio was especially con-
cerned when he and his mother discovered that the wallet 
contained a medical card listing the owner’s name and her 
medical condition. Antonio wanted to make sure that the 
wallet’s owner had money to buy medicine. No address was 
listed, so Antonio and his mother left their names and tele-
phone number with the employees of North Shore Pool. Ni-
cole and Clark Swalm, who had lost the wallet, called them 
within 30 minutes. They arranged to go to the Maldonados’ 
home to pick up the wallet, and on their way there they 
stopped to buy flowers for Ms. Maldonado and a gift and a 
card for Antonio. Nicole Swalm said she and her husband 
told Antonio that “he should be very proud of himself.” The 
day after they returned the wallet, Antonio and his mother 
went grocery shopping, but his mother accidentally left a bag 
of groceries behind in their shopping cart and did not dis-
cover that until they stopped at another place. Ms. Maldo-
nado told Antonio, “Let’s see if someone will be as honest 
as you.” Someone was. The bag of groceries had been turned 
in at the grocery store. Ms. Maldonado taught her son well: 
“I told him it doesn’t matter what the amount is. You have 
to return someone else’s property.” She added, “You do a 
good deed, and someone will do a good deed for you.”226 

227. “Good Deed for the Day, Plus One in the Karma 
Bank” 

A person who posts at The Straight Dope message using the 
name ShermanAter remembers seeing a man in his 30s get 
on a bicycle. As he did so, several bills fell from his pocket. 
ShermanAter honked his car horn and rolled down his win-
dow and shouted, “Hey, you dropped some money on the 

 
226 Source: Donna Winchester, “Good deed is lesson learned.” St. Pe-
tersburg Times (Florida). 28 October 2000 
<http://www.sptimes.com/News/102800/NorthPinel-
las/Good_deed_is_lesson_l.shtml>. 
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ground.” The bicyclist quickly picked up the money, but did 
not thank ShermanAter, perhaps out of embarrassment. 
ShermanAter writes, “I thought of hollering out ‘You’re 
welcome’ or something as he rode off but instead I just kind 
of chuckled to myself and said, ‘Well, David, that was your 
good deed for the day, plus one in the karma bank.’”227 

228. “Even the Money was There—Nothing was 
Touched” 

In November 2011, El Paso, Texas, teacher Anika Mikkel-
son, age 24, found a wallet filled with credit cards and over 
$100 in cash. She turned in the wallet to the police, who said 
that such an action was rare. Police Department spokesman 
Darrell Petry called her action “encouraging for not only you 
and me, but for the citizens of El Paso.” The wallet belonged 
to Valerie Schwitters, who had lost it outside an apartment 
building. Ms. Schwitters thought that an honest person had 
probably found her wallet “because the credit cards were not 
being used.” When she got her wallet back, she said, “Even 
the money was there—nothing was touched.”228 

229. “Nothing was Touched. Everything was Intact. I 
was Shocked” 

In 2010, senior citizen Edna Matthews, who lives in Au-
tryville, North Carolina, lost her wallet while dining with 
friends at Bojangles in Clinton, North Carolina. She said, 
“We had just got done at the funeral home, and we stopped 
in on our way back home to get a bite to eat. I left my purse 

 
227 Source: ShermanAter, “Good deed of the day ….” The Straight 
Dope: Fighting Ignorance Since 1973 (It’s Taking Longer Than We 
Thought). 13 October 2008 
<http://boards.straightdope.com/sdmb/showthread.php?t=487729>. 
228 Source: El Paso Times Editorial Board, “Lost-wallet return lauded.” 
El Paso Times (Texas). 25 November 2011 
<http://www.elpasotimes.com/opinion/ci_19407432>. 
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in the car, but took my wallet inside.” She made a trip to the 
washroom and then ate. She said, “We were just talking, and 
we were there about 30 to 45 minutes. When we got ready to 
leave, I noticed that my wallet was gone—I was just in a 
panic.” Her wallet contained money, three checks, credit 
cards, debit cards, and identification. She said, “It was basi-
cally all I had, and that was a considerable amount.” She 
looked everywhere for her wallet, including the washroom. 
She said, “I finally went to the cashier and asked if anyone 
had turned in a wallet.” An employee had found her wallet 
in the washroom and handed it in. Ms. Matthews identified 
the wallet and got it back. She said, “Nothing was touched. 
Everything was intact. I was shocked.” Ms. Matthews gave 
a “little something” to the employee who had found the wal-
let. Ms. Matthews said, “Her eyes just lit up like it was 
Christmas. I was just so appreciative to her for what she did. 
It may have been a small gesture to some, but it meant the 
world to me, and I just can’t say how much I appreciated it.” 
Previously, someone had done a similar good deed for her. 
She said, “Years ago, my husband and I were in Atlanta and 
I put my purse on the back of my chair. Luckily, the manager 
of the restaurant picked it up, and that time, I got everything 
back as well. I guess the Lord is looking out for me; He has 
been good to me.” Ms. Matthews added about the recent 
good deed, “I want everyone to know how good this was. A 
lot of times, you read about all the bad things, but this is 
something that I wanted to share—this is something that 
needs to be recognized.”229 

 
229 Source: Doug Clark, “Lost wallet turns into ‘good deed.’” Clin-
tonnc.com (Clinton, North Carolina). 2010. 
<http://www.clintonnc.com/view/full_story/7917176/article-Lost-
wallet-turns-into-‘good-deed’>. 
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230. “I Would like to Thank the Person that Found My 
Wallet Sunday at Walmart, and God Bless You” 

On 28 June 2010, Alice Haymore lost her wallet at Walmart 
in Mount Airy, North Carolina. She said, “It had all my pa-
pers in it. I couldn’t even drive at night. I was just stranded.” 
Her wallet also included some cash. Fortunately, even before 
Ms. Haymore had left the Walmart, someone had found and 
turned in her wallet. All of her cash and personal papers were 
inside the wallet. Ms. Haymore said, “I was so thrilled. I was 
so happy when they said someone found it. It’s good to know 
there’s still good people out there. They didn’t bother any-
thing.” The Good Samaritan did not leave a name, but Ms. 
Haymore told a reporter for her local newspaper, the Mount 
Airy News, “I would like to thank the person that found my 
wallet Sunday at Walmart, and God bless you.”230 

231. “It is a Good Feeling to Know There are People 
Like You Who Will Always Do the Right Thing” 

Darlene Raderstorf took the time to publicly thank a good 
person by writing this letter to the editor of the New Braun-
fels Herald-Zeitung in New Braunsfels, Texas: “Thank you 
to the Good Samaritan who took the time to hand deliver my 
missing wallet that was found outside of Kohl’s on Feb. 19 
[2012]. It is a good feeling to know there are people like you 
who will always do the right thing.”231 

 
230 Source: “Happy ending for woman who lost wallet.” Mount Airy 
News (Mount Airy, North Carolina). 2010 
<http://www.mtairynews.com/view/full_story/2888342/article-Happy-
ending-for-woman-who-lost-wallet>. 
231 Source: Darlene Raderstorf, “Good Samaritan thanked for delivering 
wallet.” Letter to the Editor. New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung (New 
Braunfels, Texas). 28 February 2012 <http://herald-
zeitung.com/opinion/letters_to_editor/article_121e50e4-61b0-11e1-
a12f-0019bb2963f4.html>. 
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232. “We are Most Grateful. You are a Very Special 
Person. May God Bless You”  

Mrs. Gerald Hoepf of Tiffin, Ohio, took the time to publicly 
thank a good person by writing this letter to the editor of the 
Sentinel-Tribune (Bowling Green, Ohio): “Who ever found 
my husband’s wrist watch on the afternoon of Feb. 21 [2012] 
in or out of Circle K and turned it in, we thank you. We are 
most grateful. You are a very special person. May God bless 
you.”232 

233. Seafairy1622: “It’s Nice to Know There are Good 
People Out There” 

A person who posts online at <mdlaughingplace.com> using 
the name seafairy1622 wrote on 30 October 2011 about her 
21-year-old daughter who went shopping and after returning 
home realized that she had lost $60. Although the daughter 
did not think that anyone would return the $60, she called 
the mall. Someone had found and turned in the money! Sea-
fairy1622 wrote, “It’s nice to know there are good people out 
there.” In addition, about 15 years previously seafairy1622 
had found a wallet with $50 in it. ID, including an address, 
was in the wallet, so she went to the man’s house and 
knocked on the door and returned his wallet. He had not even 
realized yet that he had lost it. Goofyernmost responded to 
seafairy1622’s post with one of her own: “One of the best 
teaching opportunities can be taken advantage of in those sit-
uations. My girls told me years ago that one of the things 
they remembered the most was one time when I found a wal-
let on the sidewalk. I don’t remember exactly how much 
cash was in it, but I think it was over $100.00. Anyway, it 

 
232 Source: Mrs. Gerald Hoepf, “To the Editor: Good Samaritan 
thanked for finding, returning watch.” Letter to the Editor. Sentinel-
Tribune (Bowling Green, Ohio). 29 February 2012 <http://www.sent-
trib.com/opinions/to-the-editor-good-samaritan-thanked-for-finding-re-
turning-watch>. 
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had an ID inside so I called the guy and asked him to identify 
the wallet and its contents. He realized that he had lost it but 
had decided it was gone forever. At the time, I wasn’t think-
ing about how they were paying attention to what I was do-
ing, I just gave it back because it wasn’t mine and I knew 
who it belonged to. It left a lasting impression with them and 
that ‘side effect’ made it so worth the honesty. The cash 
would have been gone a long time ago … but the impression 
it left on two young girls remains today.”233 

234. Lost, Found, and Returned: A Wallet Containing 
$4,300 

In August 2011, two people found a wallet containing an en-
velope filled with $4,300 in $100 bills near a gas station at 
the corner of Verona Road and Raymond Road in the Town 
of Madison, Wisconsin. Inside the wallet was an ID card, 
and the two people, who wished to remain anonymous, 
turned in the wallet to the Town of Madison Police Depart-
ment. Police contacted the owner, who collected the wallet 
and money and was grateful for their return.234 

235. “Jennifer and Joey Said It was the Right Thing to 
Do. They Went to a Lot of Trouble to Return It [the 
Lost Money]. I’m So Proud of Them” 

A man lost two $100 bills while shopping at the Sorbello 
Girls farm market south of Mullica Hill, New Jersey. 

 
233 Source: Seafairy1622, “Community Discussion Topic: Lost Money 
Returned.” Laughing Place. <http://mb.laughingplace.com/MsgBoard-
T-121988-P-1.asp>. Also: Goofyernmost, “Community Discussion 
Topic: Lost Money Returned.” Laughing Place. 
<http://mb.laughingplace.com/MsgBoard-T-121988-P-1.asp>. 
234 Source: “Two People Return Wallet With $4,300 Inside: Wallet 
Found Near A Gas Station In Town Of Madison.” Channel 3000 (Mad-
ison, Wisconsin). 24 August 2011 <http://www.chan-
nel3000.com/news/28960439/detail.html>. 



 194 

Jennifer Botto, a 19-year-old Rowan University sophomore 
and the granddaughter of owner Mary Sorbello, found the 
money and realized that the man had lost it. She ran after the 
man, but he was driving away in his car. The man had men-
tioned that he was going shopping at a nearby Shop-Rite 
store, and so Jennifer and her 16-year-old brother, Joey, 
drove to the store and searched for the man. Mary Sorbello 
said, “They ran up and down the aisles looking for him and 
found him at one of the check-out lines. When they ap-
proached him and told him they were returning the money 
he had dropped, he didn’t believe them until he put his hands 
in his pockets and discovered he had only $3 instead of $203. 
He was in shock.” She added, “Jennifer and Joey said it was 
the right thing to do. They went to a lot of trouble to return 
it. I’m so proud of them.”235 

236. Two Good Deeds and One Bad Deed 

A woman who calls herself iamsally online recounts a cou-
ple of good deeds. She once left her purse on top of her car 
and drove off. She thought that she would never get the purse 
back and so she did not even report to the police that it was 
missing. However, a few weeks later the police called her. 
They had her purse and everything that had been inside it, 
including a baby bottle with milk. She writes, “There are still 
honest people out there.” Another story: Iamsally was on a 
date with Ron when they went to a concession stand at a 
football game. Rod gave the concession employee $5 and the 
concession employee made a mistake and gave him change 
for $20. Ron pointed out the mistake. Iamsally writes that 
this was a special night: “The night I fell in love with Rod 

 
235 Source: Bob Shryock, “Lost money returned by honest siblings from 
Sewell.” Gloucester County Times. 6 October 2011 
<http://www.nj.com/gloucester-
county/towns/index.ssf/2011/10/lost_money_returned_by_hon-
est.html>. 
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and knew that I was going to marry him. […] I was so im-
pressed when Rod pointed it [the mistake] out to him [the 
concession employee] that I just had to marry someone that 
honest. (The kid was very grateful as well.)” Of course, not 
everyone is honest. Iamsally writes, “Then there was the guy 
who stole Rod’s wallet. After charging drinks on the house 
at a bar, buying clothes at a surf shop and taking the cash and 
food stamps, he put the wallet with ID in a mailbox. It cost 
us $4 in postage to get it back and everything had already 
been replaced. Stupid criminal.”236 

237. “He Went Out of His Way. He Sacrificed His Time 
to Make Sure I had What I Needed” 

In December 2011 in the Lamar Community in Jones-
borough, Tennessee, welder Billy Crum found a wallet by 
the side of a road. He immediately took action to contact the 
owner, something he may not have done in years past. Mr. 
Crum said, “If this would have been 10 years ago. I don’t 
know if I would have returned it. I was a different person 
back then.” He first called police and then he called a dentist 
whose name was on an appointment card. The dentist’s of-
fice called the wallet’s owner: Rich Murray, who teaches 
construction at Science Hill High School in Johnson City 
and who had left the wallet on the roof of his truck. Mr. Mur-
ray said about Mr. Crum, “He went out of his way. He sac-
rificed his time to make sure I had what I needed for some-
one he didn’t even know.”237 

 
236 Source: iamsally, “Community Discussion Topic: Lost Money Re-
turned.” Laughing Place. 30 October 2011 
<http://mb.laughingplace.com/MsgBoard-T-121988-P-1.asp>. 
237 Source: Josh Smith, “Lots wallet returned to owner by good Samari-
tan.” Tricities.com. 10 December 2011 
<http://www2.tricities.com/news/2011/dec/10/lost-wallet-returned-
owner-good-samaritan-ar-1533322/>. 
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238. “As It Turns Out, Most People are Good” 

In January 2012, Brandie Weikle absent-mindedly left her 
blue purse behind when she got off the northbound train at 
the St. George subway station in Toronto, Canada. As is fre-
quently the case, the day she lost her purse was, as she said, 
“a particularly bad day to make this mistake.” Why? She ex-
plained, “I had gone to the bank that morning to pick up my 
new cheques. In addition to the cheques and all my identifi-
cation, debit and credit cards, the purse also held a bank 
statement for a new account to which I’d planned to make a 
transfer that day. And my chequing account was unusually 
flush with money earmarked for kitchen renovations.” Of 
course, she worried about identity theft and a raid of her bank 
accounts. Fortunately, however, she got her purse back two 
days later because a Good Samaritan found her purse and 
turned it in to the Toronto Transit Commission’s Lost Arti-
cles office. Ms. Weikle wrote that everything was still inside 
her purse: “cash, bank card, credit card, cheques, identifica-
tion, bank statement, leather gloves and sunglasses [were] all 
intact. Even the lone Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup that had sur-
vived the first leg of my journey home from the office re-
mained.” In talking about this good deed with her friends, 
Ms. Weikle discovered that many of them had had lost items 
returned to them because of the actions of Good Samaritans. 
She said, “As it turns out, most people are good.”238 

239. “Anybody Else Would have Done the Same 
Thing”? 

In November 2011, $100 bills began raining from the sky at 
the intersection of 2nd Ave. and Bryant in Edmond, 

 
238 Source: Brandie Weikle, “Lost purse returned: Tell us your stories 
of valuable objects lost and found.” Toronto Star (Canada). 20 January 
2012 <http://www.thestar.com/living/article/1118522--lost-purse-
returned-tell-us-your-stories-of-valuable-objects-lost-and-found>. 
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Oklahoma. Police spokesperson Glynda Chu said, “It looks 
like maybe they went to the bank, then bought some ciga-
rettes and put it all on top of the car and drove off.” She 
added, “It looked like, for a few short minutes, that money 
was actually raining from the sky. One-hundred-dollar 
bills.” Immediately, people began stopping their cars and 
grabbing the money. Nearly everyone kept it. One person ar-
rived too late to get any of the money but said in an interview 
that he would have kept it: “I’d keep it. That’s $700. I mean, 
somebody could have lost it, but one man’s trash is another 
man’s treasure, ya know?” One Good Samaritan turned in 
the money—$700—that he collected to the police. When 
contacted by KFOR-TV (Oklahoma City, OK), the Good Sa-
maritan said, “Anybody else would have done the same 
thing.” Ms. Chu said, “Most of those scooped up cash and 
drove off. But one Good Samaritan stopped and picked up 
the remaining money and called the Police Department and 
turned it in.” She added, “The spirit of the Good Samaritan 
is alive and well in Edmond, Oklahoma. And it was proved 
this morning.” Well, kind of. One person was a Good Sa-
maritan, but most of the people who had grabbed money kept 
the money.239 

240. Anonymous Good Samaritan Gives Away €190,000  

In 2011, an anonymous mystery donor known as the Good 
Samaritan in the German city of Braunschweig began mak-
ing anonymous donations to individuals in need and to or-
ganizations. As of early March 2012, the Good Samaritan 

 
239 Source: “Second time money falls from sky in OK.” KFOR-TV 
(Oklahoma City, OK). 21 November 2011 
<http://edmond.kfor.com/news/news/86672-second-time-money-falls-
sky-ok>. Also: Mark Schlachtenhaufen, “Good Samaritan turns in 
cash.” The Edmond Sun (Oklahoma). 22 November 2011 
<http://www.edmondsun.com/local/x1938321698/Good-Samaritan-
turns-in-cash>. 
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had given away €190,000. Usually, the fortunate recipient 
opens a letterbox to find a white envelope with no return ad-
dress. The envelope is full of €500 notes and often contains 
a newspaper article about the individual in need. The first 
envelope came in November 2011 shortly after an article ap-
peared in the newspaper Braunschweiger Zeitung about a 
crime victim who had been robbed. The Good Samaritan 
sent an envelope filled with money to a local victim support 
center. The Good Samaritan also left an envelope stuffed 
with €10,000 under a doormat at a local hospice—a student 
worker found the envelope while taking out the trash. The 
Good Samaritan also left €10,000 behind hymn books in a 
church and has donated money to a choir, a day-care center 
for the elderly, several kindergartens, a library, and a soup 
kitchen.240 

241. A Spirit-Animal Cane 

A Good Samaritan uses the name Upasaka when posting 
online. When an elderly woman in Upasaka’s meditation 
group of broke her cane and lacked the money to buy an-
other, Upasaka, who is a wood carver, decided to carve an-
other cane for her. The elderly woman is a Native American, 
and so Upasaka asked her what is her spirit animal—the an-
imal that guides her through life. In her case, it is a crow. In 
February 2012, Upasaka presented her with the cane. This is 
how Upasaka describes the cane: “The top of the cane has a 
hand-carved, highly detailed, painted and realistic-looking 
crow head, actual size with glass eyes. Below that is a black 
suede braid around the shaft of the cane tied in a fancy knot 
called a Turk’s Head knot. From the knot hung two black 
feathers with wooden beads. Below this, carved onto the face 

 
240 Source: Tony Patterson, “Mystery envelopes bring cash bonanza to 
needy.” New Zealand Herald. 2 March 2012 
<http://www.nzherald.co.nz/world/news/article.cfm?c_id=2&objectid=
10789159>. 
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of the cane was a medicine wheel. A medicine wheel is a 
circle with four spokes, and the four spokes divide the wheel 
into four colors: red, white, black, and yellow. The colors 
[represent] the four races of man, and the medicine wheel 
[represents] healing of the four races. Also on the face of the 
cane were her initials.” Upasaka also added a strap to the 
cane to help prevent the cane from falling to the ground. 
Upasaka wrote, “The look on her face when I presented the 
cane to her and her reaction was worth more than any amount 
of money. It was a great feeling to do something nice for 
someone who otherwise could not afford to do for herself.”241 

242. A Gift for Elizabeth Hackett, Angel 

Elizabeth Hackett used to seldom clean her car. In a letter to 
the editor of the Los Angeles Weekly, she wrote, “At stop-
lights, homeless men with spray bottles pretend not to notice 
my filthy Honda Civic, knowing that even a $50 tip won’t 
compensate for the amount of intensive labor needed to 
clean my windshield off.” In September 2002, she went to a 
dinner party in Los Angeles and of course left her car parked 
in the street. During the dinner party, her car alarm went off, 
but she ignored it, saying, “It always does this.” A guest at 
the dinner party said, “Besides, Liz, your car’s way too dirty 
to steal.” After the dinner party, she went to her car and saw 
a note under a windshield washer. She thought, “Oh, great, 
someone hit my car.” Then she realized that something was 
different about her car: “Somebody had cleaned my car. 
They—some anonymous stranger—had actually cleaned it. 
From bow to stern, so to speak, the decks had been swabbed, 
wheels included. It was shiny. It gleamed. Be it with soap, 
water or spit, my Civic had been immaculately washed.” The 

 
241 Source: Upasaka, “A Spirit Guide to Lean Upon.” Help Others. 17 
February 2012 <http://www.helpothers.org/story.php?sid=29825>. 
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note under her windshield wiper said this: “The car wash is 
a gift to an angel (whoever you are).”242 

243. Witness to a Good Deed 

On 29 August 2008, a person who calls him- or herself su-
pershrink456 wrote about a good deed on a thread at Luther-
ans Online. Supershrink456 saw a young woman at Walmart 
who had a baby and was using food stamps to buy food, but 
she had more food than she was able to pay for. Su-
pershrink456 wrote, “I overheard her telling the clerk that 
she’s had a bad week, because she just got married and her 
husband was deployed to Iraq. She also had a house fire. It 
wasn’t a total loss, but she couldn’t live in it with her baby. 
By this time she was crying and trying to figure out which 
items she could put back. The young man behind her gave 
her enough money to make up the difference. Wow, a lot of 
people might have sighed and complained that this young 
woman was taking too much time checking out. But this gen-
tleman did the opposite. I have never seen such a look of 
thanks on someone’s face as that day at Walmart.”243 

244. “It’s as Easy to be Kind as It is to Prejudge” 

A woman who posts online using the name Kristenh writes 
about working as a sales representative in England. On a 
very cold morning, she drove to meet a customer at a store. 
Outside the store, two men were working construction. At 
first, she worried about hearing cat calls from the 

 
242 Source: Elizabeth Hackett, “Good Samaritan: Clean It Forward.” 
Letter to the Editor. Los Angeles Weekly. 11 September 2002 
<http://www.laweekly.com/2002-09-19/columns/good-samaritan-
clean-it-forward/>. 
243 Source: supershrink456, “Re: List Something Nice or a Good Deed 
you saw someone do recently.” Lutherans Online. 29 August 2008 
<https://service.thrivent.com/mboards/members/message.jspa?message
ID=112228>. 
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construction workers, but she remembered that both her fa-
ther and her grandfather had worked in construction before 
becoming engineers. She also knew that the weather was 
very cold, and it looked as if the two men had been working 
for hours. Therefore, Kristenh went to a shop and ordered 
three hot chocolates. She carried the hot chocolates to the 
workmen, one of whom joked, “Oh, lovey, you shouldn’t 
have!” He was shocked when she handed over two hot choc-
olates and said, “Maybe not. But it’s too cold to be working 
outside today.” Kristenh writes, “I got two looks of genuine 
thanks, and a timely reminder that it’s as easy to be kind as 
it is to prejudge—but the former is so much nicer!”244 

245. Supporting the Wounded Heroes Fund 

Raduf Sabah, aka Ralph, was born in Egypt in 1934 and im-
migrated to Bakersfield, California, becoming a United 
States citizen in 1989. When he died in November 2011, he 
left everything, including his house and his truck, to the 
Wounded Heroes fund, which supports wounded United 
States troops. Wendy Porter from the Wounded Heroes fund 
said, “I was very shocked when we got the phone call from 
the sheriff’s department. At first I thought it was a crank 
call—who would leave a house, never in a wildest dream, 
somebody leaving their estate to Wounded Heroes fund.” 
She added, “He left a truck, so we are going to have a me-
chanic look at it, go through it, and our goal is to give it to a 
wounded veteran that doesn’t have a vehicle.” One of Mr. 
Sabah’s neighbors, Herman Lippert, said, “The fact that he 
was from Egypt originally, that just really made me feel 
good that he was thankful and expressed it that way.”245 

 
244 Source: Kristenh, “Cat Calls or Hot Chocolate.” Help Others. 14 
February 2012 <http://www.helpothers.org/story.php?sid=29777>. 
245 Source: “Man leaves possessions to Wounded Heroes.” KGET.com 
(Bakersfield, California). 6 March 2012 
<http://www.kget.com/news/local/story/Man-leaves-possessions-to-
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246. Lelia Boroughs: Charitable in Death 

When Lelia Boroughs, age 84, died in September 2011, she 
had no family, so she left her 525-square-foot condo to the 
city of San Francisco in California to be made into a shelter 
for the homeless or to be sold so that the proceeds could be 
used to help the homeless. Lelia had often fed the homeless 
in her neighborhood. Neighbor Irinia Khokhlova said, “She 
understands how hard it is by herself. It’s not easy to handle 
in the city … so she was that kind of person.” Trent Rhorer, 
director of San Francisco’s Department of Human Services, 
said, “The city doesn’t know a whole lot about her. She 
wanted to give her estate to help one of the biggest causes 
which I guess for her was homeless folks.” If sold, the condo 
could raise $400,000 to $500,000 to help the homeless. Jen-
nifer Friedenbach of the San Francisco Coalition on Home-
lessness said, “I think it’s a beautiful thing. I think in San 
Francisco, it really shows people do care about other peo-
ple.”246 

247. Jesús García: Héroe de Nacozari 

On 7 November 1907 in the village of Nacozari in Sonora, 
Mexico, railroad engineer Jesús García saw that a boxcar 
loaded with dynamite was on fire. He acted quickly, driving 
the train out of the village as fast as it would go. The train 
exploded, causing a blast that was felt 10 miles away. Mr. 
Garcia and 12 other people died in the explosion, but the 
people in the village were saved. In Mexico, November 7 is 
a national holiday. In addition, the village is now named 
Nacozari de García and has a monument that honors him. 

 
Wounded-Heroes/eXL4fOb-8UG6RjnqqV_ZKw.cspx?rss=91>. 
246 Source: Joe Rosato Jr., “Lelia Boroughs Donates Home to Home-
less.” NBC Bay Area. 6 February 2012 
http://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/Lelia-Boroughs-Donates-
Home-to-Homeless-138818264.html>. 
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Many streets are named after him, and a soccer stadium is 
named Estadio Héroe de Nacozari.247 

248. John 15:13: “Greater Love has No One than This, 
that One Lay Down His Life for His Friends” 

In 1912, Captain Robert Falcon Scott and four other men at-
tempted to become the first human beings to reach the South 
Pole. They failed. They reached the South Pole only to dis-
cover that Norwegian Roald Amundsen had reached it a 
month earlier. Mr. Amundsen’s expedition was planned 
much better than Captain Scott’s. Mr. Amundsen and his 
men got back to civilization safely; Captain Scott and his 
men died. The second man to die on the way back from the 
South Pole was Captain Lawrence ‘Titus’ Oates of the 6th 
Inniskilling Dragoon Guards. His frost-bitten feet had be-
come infected with gangrene, and he knew that he was slow-
ing down the remaining members of the expedition, who re-
fused to leave him behind as he had requested. Rather than 
endanger their lives by staying alive and having them take 
him with them, Captain Oates committed suicide. On his 
32nd birthday, 17 March 1912, Captain Oates calmly said, “I 
am just going outside and may be some time.” He then 
walked into a blizzard in minus 40-degree Fahrenheit 
weather without his boots. He had no intention of returning, 
and he did not return. Despite his sacrifice, the other mem-
bers of the expedition died. Their bodies were recovered; 
Captain Oates’ body was not. Another member of the expe-
dition, and another man who died, Dr. Edward Wilson, wrote 
a letter to Mr. Oates’ mother, “Your son died a very noble 
death, God knows … never a word or a sign of complaint. 
You, he told me, are the only woman he ever loved. Now I 
am in the same can and I can no longer hope to see either 

 
247 Source: Sarah Winkler, “5 Amazing Rescues: 5. Jesus Garcia and 
Nacozari.” How Stuff Works. <http://adventure.howstuffworks.com/5-
rescues1.htm>. Accessed on 10 January 2011. 
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you or my beloved wife or my mother or father—the end is 
close upon us but these diaries will be found.”248 

249. Trooper Tony “Loved People; He Loved Reaching 
Out to People; He Loved Making People’s Lives Better” 

Police officers, firefighters, and soldiers all have a job in 
which they can die. Being willing to die in order to help other 
people is a characteristic of a hero. For example, in February 
2012 Washington State Trooper Tony Radulescu was fatally 
shot in Kitsap County, Washington, during a traffic stop. His 
murderer, a felon, committed suicide when a police SWAT 
team was about to arrest him. His son, Erick Radulescu, a 
22-year-old Army medic, said about him, “I don’t think I 
know a person anywhere who doesn’t love him. … he was a 
saint.” Erick added, “He loved people; he loved reaching out 
to people; he loved making people’s lives better and he had 
a knack for being able to do his job in a way that, even people 
he was doing negative things to, could come out of it feeling 
better about themselves and about the police and about eve-
rything in life.” Tony Radulescu, who was born in Romania, 
spent 16 years as a State Trooper in Bremerton, Washington, 
and he was known as “Trooper Tony.” Erick said about his 
father, “He was everything: He was a hero, he was the big-
gest role model in my life, he was really my best friend. I 
think he was the ‘go-to guy’ for everything I’ve ever 
needed.”249 

 
248 Source: Robert Hardman, “The very selfless heroism of Captain 
Oates.” Daily Mail (UK). 24 February 2012 
<http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-2106127/The-selfless-
heroism-Captain-Oates.html?ITO=1490>. 
249 Source: Christine Clarridge, “Slain trooper’s son: Father was hero, 
best friend.” Seattle Times (Washington). 25 February 2012 
<http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2017598910_trooper
26m.html?syndication=rss>. 
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250. An Ordinary, Magical Life 

In early 2012, 55-year-old Shelagh Gordon died of a brain 
aneurysm. Her obituary appeared in The Star, a Canadian 
newspaper in Toronto, on Valentine’s Day. The Star devoted 
much coverage to her funeral and to documenting her life 
simply because Star employees wanted to tell the story of an 
“ordinary” life and how it touched other lives. It turned out 
that the so-called ordinary life was magical in many ways. 
Shelagh died without ever being married and without ever 
having children. Her life partner was a gay man who would 
read in bed beside her—they wore matching reading glasses. 
The gay man whom Shelagh called her soulmate is costume 
designer Andy Schulz, who said at her funeral, “This is such 
a shock and a tragedy. I don’t know how anybody or any-
thing is going to fill this void that I have.” Their families 
regarded them as a married couple, but without the sex. 
Shelagh was known for her clumsiness and for her mishaps. 
She once needed to get her photo retaken for her work ID. 
She was wearing pants with an elastic band, and she was 
standing against a wall. A nail snagged her pants and broke 
the elastic band, with the result that her pants ended up 
around her knees. Workmate Wendy Campbell remembered, 
“She was crying, she was laughing so hard. We had to retake 
that photo 12 times.” Shelagh was known for breaking 
glasses, including wine glasses. Ellen Kaju, best friends with 
Shelagh since Grade 9, even bought a set of plastic wine 
glasses just for Shelagh to use. According to members of her 
family, if you heard something break at a party, you knew 
that Shelagh had arrived. Shelagh was also known for her 
thoughtfulness. Star reporter Catherine Porter wrote about 
her, “A bag of chocolates hanging from your doorknob 
would greet you each Valentine’s Day, along with some clip-
pings from the newspaper she thought you’d find interest-
ing.” Here are two stories about Shelagh’s goodness: 1) 
When her niece Jessica got engaged, Shelagh found out the 
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kind of candle holders she wanted at her wedding. Shelagh 
went to five different stores scattered across Toronto buying 
75 of those candle holders so that each table could have one. 
At Jessica’s wedding, which was held a few weeks after 
Shelagh died, Jessica vowed, “In honour of Shelagh, I prom-
ise to love you fiercely.” 2) The Gordon women annually 
took a trip together down south. During one vacation, 
Shelagh’s youngest sister, Susie, said that the location was 
paradise, but it had one small flaw: it would be so much bet-
ter to have their tea on the balcony instead of going to a res-
taurant. The next morning when Susie woke up, Shelagh 
gave her some freshly brewed tea.250 

 
  

 
250 Source: Catherine Porter, “Shelagh was here — an ordinary, magical 
life.” The Star (Toronto, Canada). 16 March 2012 
<http://www.thestar.com/news/article/1146928--shelagh-was-here-an-
ordinary-magical-life>. 
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APPENDIX A: FAIR USE 

This communication uses information that I have downloaded and 
adapted from the WWW. I will not make a dime from it. The use of this 
information is consistent with fair use: 

§ 107. Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use 

Release date: 2004-04-30 

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106A, the fair use of 
a copyrighted work, including such use by reproduction in copies or 
phonorecords or by any other means specified by that section, for pur-
poses such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching (including 
multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, is not an 
infringement of copyright. In determining whether the use made of a 
work in any particular case is a fair use the factors to be considered shall 
include —  

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is 
of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit educational purposes;  

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work;  

(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the 
copyrighted work as a whole; and  

(4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the 
copyrighted work.  

The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a finding of fair 
use if such finding is made upon consideration of all the above factors. 

Source of Fair Use information:  

<http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html>  

I assume these things: 

Everyone wants Good Samaritans to get credit for their good deeds, and 
this book about Good Samaritans is a good way to do that. 

People who post on Imgur and Reddit or write letters to the editors want 
to share their information with the world. 

Credit must be given where credit is due. I definitely try to do this. 

I must not make money from this book.  
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APPENDIX B: ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben Satur-
day, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers re-
member me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can be 
fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio Univer-
sity and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a Master of Arts degree in English and a Master of 
Arts degree in Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 
10, The Funniest People in Dance, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, 
and William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose. 

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams.  
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APPENDIX C: SOME BOOKS BY DAVID BRUCE 

Retellings of a Classic Work of Literature 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A Retell-
ing  

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-Text 
and of the 1616 B-Text 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  
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Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

George Peele: Five Plays Retold in Modern English 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

George’s Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of Absalom: A 
Retelling 

George’s Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose  

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of Rhodes’ 
Argonautica 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 
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John Ford’s ‘Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

Other Fiction 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

Children’s Biography 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

Personal Finance 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

Anecdote Collections 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

250 Music Anecdotes 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 
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Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 
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The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 An-
ecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 An-
ecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Discussion Guide Series 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide  

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 
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Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A Discus-
sion Guide 

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

Virgil’s “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion 
Guide 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

Other Downloads for Teachers & Students 

Mark Twain Anecdotes 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

How Do I Write a Resume, List of References, and Cover Letter? 

How Can I Write My Own Anecdote Books? 

How Do I Write Humor and Satire? 

Teaching Problem-Solving: A Fun Activity 

How to Teach the Autobiographical Essay Composition Project 

Composition Project: Writing an Argument Paper 

Composition Project: Writing an Autobiographical Essay 
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Composition Project: Writing an Evaluation/Review 

Composition Project: Writing A Manual 

Composition Project: Writing an On-the-Job-Writing Interview Report 

Composition Project: Writing a Famous Plagiarist Report 

Composition Project: Writing a Problem-Solving Letter 

Composition Project: Writing a Progress Report 

Composition Project: Writing a Proposal for a Long Project 

Composition Project: Writing a Resume, List of References, and Job-
Application Letter 

Composition Project: Writing a Set of Instructions 

Free Writing Handouts 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes, Volume 2 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes, Volume 3 

Writing Tips: How to Write Easier and Better 

Academic Writing 

Bruce, David. “Teaching Problem-Solving Through Scenarios.” 
Classroom Notes Plus: A Quarterly of Teaching Ideas. April 2004. 

Bruce, Bruce David, David Stewart, and H. Gene Blocker. Instructor’s 
Manual and Test Bank for Stewart and Blocker’s Fundamentals of 
Philosophy, 5th edition. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: Prentice 
Hall, 2001. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 8th edition. Upper Saddle River, New 
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2000. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 7th edition. Upper Saddle River, New 
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1998. 
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Bruce, Bruce David. Study Guide for David Stewart and H. Gene 
Blocker’s Fundamentals of Philosophy, 4th edition. Upper Saddle 
River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1996. 

Humorous Quizzes 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 21. No. 
2. Spring 2005. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Tenors.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
20. No. 4. Autumn 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Sopranos.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
20. No. 3. Summer 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
52:1. No. 252. Spring 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: More Singer Anecdotes.” The Opera 
Quarterly. Vol. 18. No. 1. Winter 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2002. 
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2001. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
51:1/2. Nos. 248-249. Spring/Summer 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. June/July 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2001. 
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