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CHAPTER 1: From Acting to Christmas  

Acting 

• Whoopi Goldberg has had excellent success as an actress. 
When Stephen Spielberg told her that he wanted her to make 
her film-acting debut in his movie The Color Purple, she was 
happy. In fact, she says, “My teeth caught cold ’cause all I 
could do was grin.” However, she did have to think about 
appearing in the movie. At first, she thought that Mr. Spiel-
berg wanted her to play a small role, but instead he wanted 
her to play a major role. But she did not think about it for 
long. She realized that this was Mr. Spielberg wanting her to 
be in his movie, so she thought, Wake up, stupid. Say yes. 
She did say yes, and she was nominated for the Best Actress 
Oscar but did not win. Later, she was nominated for a Best 
Supporting Actress Oscar for her performance in Ghost — 
and won. In her acceptance speech, she said that she had 
been practicing making an acceptance speech for an Oscar 
since she was a little girl, and she joked, “My brother’s sit-
ting out there, saying, ‘Thank god, we don’t have to listen to 
her anymore.’”1 

• On The Drew Carey Show, Mimi Bobeck, played by Kathy 
Kinney, became a breakout character and Ms. Kinney be-
came a major co-star, although Mimi was originally con-
ceived as a minor character. Mimi, known for her outrageous 
makeup and clothing and hatred for all things Drew, owes a 
lot to Ms. Kinney, who is able to make funny many actions 
that seem to lack funniness. For example, in one scene, she 
had to obey the direction, Mimi hands an envelope to Drew. 
But instead of merely handing the envelope to Drew, first 

 
1 Source: Sandor Katz, Whoopi Goldberg, pp. 40-41, 49. 
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Ms. Kinney coughed on it. Ms. Kinney says, “In that mo-
ment, Mimi was born.”2 

• Actresses sometimes have love scenes in movies, and some 
actresses find these scenes difficult to do. Ellen DeGeneres 
once was asked to do a lesbian love scene with Sharon Stone 
in an Anne Hecht-directed segment of HBO’s If These Walls 
Could Talk 2. Ms. DeGeneres at first did not want to do the 
scene, but she gave in after Ms. Hecht pointed out, “I’ve 
made out with some weasels [on film], and I got you Sharon 
Stone!”3 

• When Chris Rock made the movie Nurse Betty with vet-
eran actor Morgan Freeman, he would sometimes overact. 
Mr. Freeman had an interesting way of showing Mr. Rock 
that he was overacting: Mr. Freeman would overact, too, and 
Mr. Rock knew that he had to start acting instead of overact-
ing.4 

Ad-Libs 

• Back when vaudeville was alive and well, Eddie Cantor 
and George Jessel were performing together. Mr. Cantor 
made an ad-lib that got a big laugh, and then Mr. Jessel made 
an ad-lib that got an even bigger laugh. Not knowing any-
thing to say to get a bigger laugh than Mr. Jessel, Mr. Cantor 
took off a shoe and hit Mr. Jessel on the head with it. Upset, 
in part because of the huge laugh that Mr. Cantor had gotten 
by hitting him, Mr. Jessel started complaining to the audi-
ence, “Ladies and gentlemen, this so-called grown-up man, 
whom I have the misfortune to be working with, is so lacking 
in decorum, breeding, and intelligence, that when he was 

 
2 Source: Ann Graham Gaines, Drew Carey, p. 72. 
3 Source: Lisa Iannucci, Ellen DeGeneres: A Biography, p. 56. 
4 Source: Anne M. Todd, Chris Rock, p. 49. 
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unable to think of a clever retort he had to descend to the 
lowest form of humor by taking off his shoe and striking me 
on the head. Only an insensitive oaf would sink so low.” Mr. 
Cantor had the perfect response to Mr. Jessel’s speech. He 
hit Mr. Jessel on the head with his shoe again.5 

• Being an insult comedian has its advantages. Comedians 
Don Rickles and Joan Rivers performed together in Miami, 
Florida. A Florida judge asked, “Mr. Rickles, why don’t you 
come have lunch and play golf tomorrow?” If he had asked 
Ms. Rivers, she would have politely replied, “Oh, I’m so 
sorry. I have a prior family engagement and I can’t get out 
of it, but thank you.” Mr. Rickles, on the other hand, is an 
insult comedian, so he replied, “Listen: One, I’m leaving 
town. Two, you’re a putz. You’re loud, obnoxious, incredi-
bly boring, and I wouldn’t play golf with you because I don’t 
live here and you couldn’t fix a ticket. No.” What was the 
judge’s response to being insulted by a famous insult come-
dian? He laughed.6 

• Comedian Joey Bishop was quick with an ad-lib and with 
a joke. One evening he was performing in a nightclub when 
glamorous actress Marilyn Monroe came in wearing very ex-
pensive furs. Mr. Bishop said to her, “Marilyn, I told you to 
sit in the truck.” And after he got a small part in the movie 
The Naked and the Dead, he told an audience, “I played both 
parts.” Mr. Bishop didn’t mind making fun of his good friend 
Frank Sinatra, who did mind when people other than Mr. 
Bishop made fun of him. Mr. Bishop once said about his 

 
5 Source: William Donaldson, Great Disasters of the Stage, p. 17. 
6 Source: Aaron Hillis, “Filming the Merchant of Venom.” The Village 
Voice. 2 October 2007 <http://www.villagevoice.com/film/0740,hil-
lis,77940,20.html>. 
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good friend, “Frank regularly calls Dial-A-Prayer to pick up 
his messages.”7 

• One of stand-up comedian Greg Dean’s students made the 
mistake of rehearsing her act silently instead of out loud, 
with the result that, as Mr. Dean had predicted, she forgot 
her act when she got up in front of a nightclub audience. For-
tunately, she maintained a playful attitude and got a few 
laughs ad-libbing a few jokes about forgetting her act. When 
Mr. Dean yelled out a few words to remind her of the topic 
of one of her funniest bits, she got a laugh by saying to him, 
“Thanks, Greg, now I have to stay up here and actually do 
my show.”8 

• On Jack Benny’s radio show, Virgil Reimer, the show’s 
sound-effects man, ran into a problem. A telephone was sup-
posed to ring on the show, and he had just discovered that 
the machine that was supposed to make the sound of a tele-
phone had weak batteries and wasn’t working. Therefore, 
Mr. Reimer said into a microphone, “Ding-a-ling-ling.” The 
audience in the radio studio laughed, and Mr. Benny ad-
libbed, “I’ll get it — it sounds like a person-to-person call.”9 

• British comedian Danny La Rue performed in drag, and he 
was very funny. One night, a woman in the audience was 
annoyed that her boyfriend was paying attention to Mr. La 
Rue’s performance instead of paying attention to her, so she 
bared her breasts and told her boyfriend, “Look — these are 

 
7 Source: Richard Severo, “Joey Bishop, ‘Rat Pack’ Comic, Dies at 
89.” The New York Times. 19 October 2007 <http://www.ny-
times.com/2007/10/19/arts/18cnd-bishop.html?hp>. Also: Michael 
Freedland, “Obituary: Joey Bishop.” The Guardian. 24 October 2007 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/obituaries/story/0,,2197717,00.html>. 
8 Source: Greg Dean, Step by Step to Stand-Up Comedy, p. 153. 
9 Source: Robert L. Mott, Radio Live! Television Live!, p. 109. 
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real.” From the stage, Mr. La Rue said, “Yes, darling, they 
are — but I can hang mine up when it’s hot!”10 

Advertising 

• The profit motive makes many retailers feel kindly toward 
men who like to dress like women. Joan Rivers was selling 
some of her bejeweled products on the Home Shopping Net-
work when a person named “Margaret” telephoned to rave 
about a certain bejeweled product she had previously pur-
chased. Based on the sound of Margaret’s voice, Miss Ve-
ronica Vera, founder of Miss Vera’s Finishing School for 
Boys Who Want to be Girls, wondered whether Margaret’s 
real name might be Pete rather than Peggy. Ms. Rivers didn’t 
care either way — she kept on plugging her bejeweled prod-
ucts.11 

• A hotel owner once telephoned comedian George Jessel to 
find out how much he would charge for a performance. 
When Mr. Jessel said his price was $1,000, the hotel owner 
offered, “I’ll tell you what I’ll do for you, Georgie, my boy. 
I’ll give you $500 and put your picture in the Sunday Times 
in my ad.” Mr. Jessel replied, “I’ll tell you what I’ll do for 
you, Julius, my boy. You give me $1,000 and you can put 
your picture in the Sunday Times in your ad.”12 

Alcohol 

• When children’s mystery writer Joan Lowery Nixon was 
young, her parents moved the family to a new house, very 
close to the house owned by W.C. Fields. Being both ob-
servant and curious, Ms. Nixon noticed that a closet in her 

 
10 Source: Peter Underwood, Danny La Rue: Life’s a Drag!, p. 66. 
11 Source: Veronica Vera, Miss Vera’s Cross-Dress for Success, p. 53. 
12 Source: Joey Adams, The Borscht Belt, p. 168. 
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new home was unusual in that it could be locked from the 
inside. She investigated, using a measuring tape, and discov-
ered that the closet was in front of another, hidden space. Her 
mother would not let her investigate further, but after Mr. 
Fields died, Ms. Nixon toured his house in the presence of a 
real-estate agent, who showed her a hidden room that had 
been used to hide liquor during Prohibition. Both houses — 
that of Mr. Fields and that of Ms. Nixon’s family — had been 
built during Prohibition.13 

• Some comedians take a drink to steady their nerves before 
performing. George Gobel once had Garry Moore as a guest 
on The George Gobel Show. Mr. Moore visited Mr. Gobel in 
his dressing room before the live TV show started, and Mr. 
Gobel motioned to a bottle of whiskey and said, “Have a 
drink.” However, Mr. Moore replied, “Thanks, but I don’t 
believe I’ll have anything before the show. I’ll be happy to 
join you for a drink after the show.” Mr. Gobel could hardly 
believe what he was hearing: “Garry, do you mean to say 
you go out there all alone?”14 

• Comedian Bill Hicks used to do a lot of drugs, especially 
alcohol. Fortunately, after going on a late-night drug binge, 
then doing a radio show at 7 in the morning — during which 
he was funny although his heart was pounding instead of 
beating — he decided that he needed help. Mr. Hicks asked 
a friend who was currently peaceful although he had for-
merly been wild and crazy, “Are you going to one of those 
AA meetings today?” The friend replied, “I’ve been waiting 

 
13 Source: Joan Lowery Nixon, The Making of a Writer, pp. 41-46. 
14 Source: Herb Sanford, Ladies and Gentlemen, The Garry Moore 
Show: Behind the Scenes When TV was New, p. 48. 
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three years for you to say that. There’s a meeting in 15 
minutes. Let’s go.”15 

• While the movie The Captain Hates the Sea was being 
filmed on location, the atmosphere was that of a party, and 
expenses mounted quickly. Columbia studio head Harry 
Cohn wired the director, Lewis Milestone: “HURRY UP! 
THE COST IS STAGGERING!” Mr. Milestone sent back 
this telegram: “SO IS THE CAST.”16 

• In his home, W.C. Fields kept a chalkboard on which he 
listed his appointments. When comic writer H. Allen Smith 
visited him, Mr. Fields had listed, “Stay home and meditate 
on the follies of humankind. P.S. Get stiff.”17 

Animals 

• As a small boy, Wally Cox owned a cat that was smarter 
than he was and smarter than the adult humans in his house-
hold. For example, like all house pets, this cat would some-
times be accidentally shut in a room with all the doors and 
windows closed. When that happened, the cat would meow, 
then wait. If that didn’t bring a human running to let the cat 
out of the room, then the cat would knock something small 
off a shelf or table onto the floor, then wait. If that didn’t 
bring a human running to let the cat out of the room, then the 
cat would knock something large off a shelf or table onto the 
floor, then wait. The bigger items made lots of noise, and 
soon a human would come running to let the cat out of the 
room. Once the cat was shut in the basement with lots of 
canning jars. This time, however, the humans thought that 

 
15 Source: Bill Hicks, Love All the People, p. 92. 
16 Source: Morris “Moe” Feinberg, Larry: The Stooge in the Middle, p. 
117. 
17 Source: H. Allen Smith, Lost in the Horse Latitudes, p. 197.  
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they would train the cat. No matter how many jars of canned 
goods the cat knocked onto the floor, the humans would 
NOT come running to let the cat out of the basement. The 
cat knocked a canning jar onto the floor, then another, and 
then another — until 32 canning jars were on the floor. The 
humans remained resolute, and did not come running to let 
the cat out of the basement. Then a truly major racket ex-
ploded in the basement, and the humans came running and 
opened the door to the basement. The cat came out of the 
basement — objective achieved — and walked haughtily 
away. This is what had happened. An ironing board was at 
the top of the basement stairs, and the cat had managed to 
knock it over so that it crashed down the basement stairs. 
After that experience, the humans were properly trained. 
Whenever the cat needed to be let out of a room or the base-
ment, the humans came running — quickly.18 

• When Margaret Cho was in Tibet, she visited a dog mon-
astery, which she describes as a temple for reincarnated 
monks — that is, monks who went astray during their human 
lives and who have come back as dogs. Ms. Cho remembers 
that the temple is quiet: The dogs do not bark, howl, or fight, 
and at the temple the major activity of both monks and dogs 
is quiet meditation. Visitors can feed the dogs pieces of 
dough, and the dogs wait in line for their turn to eat! Ms. Cho 
says, “When I think of Tibet, I remember the politeness of 
the dogs, pulling back their dog lips and ever so gently taking 
the food from my hand with their open teeth, not wanting to 
bite my hand accidentally, and then looking warmly into my 
eyes with a silent thanks.”19 

 
18 Source: Wally Cox, My Life as a Small Boy, pp. 29-33. 
19 Source: Margaret Cho, “When I Think of Tibet.” Huffington Post. 31 
March 2008 <http://www.huffingtonpost.com/margaret-cho/when-i-
think-of-tibet_b_94298.html>. 
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April Fools Day 

• Someone at Google Maps has a sense of humor. Close to 
April Fools Day, an editor of the website Nevada Thunder 
asked it for directions from Chicago, Illinois to Amsterdam, 
Netherlands. Step 20 said, “Swim across the Atlantic Ocean: 
3,462 mi.”20 

Audiences 

• British comedian David O’Doherty once performed in 
front of 40 people, 20 of whom were members of the Active 
Elderly Association, which meant that much of his audience 
were in their eighties. Unfortunately, his act was not meant 
for people in their eighties, so he was performing routines 
about iPhones and about spying on a naked lady doing aero-
bics when he was 12 years old. During intermission, he fig-
ured that all the old people would leave, but they were still 
present when he walked out for the second half of his act. He 
asked them, “Why are you still here?” One of the old people 
replied, “The bus doesn’t come to get us until 11.” He also 
used to do readings of children’s books in libraries. Ten 
minutes after he began reading one book, a small boy raised 
his hand and asked, “Does this get good soon?” Mr. 
O’Doherty says, “It was so profound. How many times — 
not just at a gig, but in a relationship or at a family get-to-
gether — have you wanted to raise your hand and ask that?”21 

 
20 Source: “Hysterical: Google Maps.” 30 March 2007 
<http://maps.google.com/maps?f=d&hl=en&saddr=chicago,+illi-
nois&daddr=Amsterdam,+Nether-
lands&layer=&ie=UTF8&sll=37.0625,-
95.677068&sspn=37.683309,59.765625&z=3&om=1>. 
21 Source: “My worst ever onstage moment.” The Guardian. 27 July 
2009 <http://www.guardian.co.uk/global/2009/jul/27/comedy-stage>. 



 10 

• Stand-up comedian Kristen Schaal used to practice her act 
in front of an unusual audience: the cows on the Colorado 
farm where she grew up. She says, “I had time on my hands. 
I would perform in front of the cows. They never mooed. 
They never heckled. They were very polite. That’s how I 
learned to not expect anything from an audience.” Despite 
its being unusual, this kind of audience is good practice for 
real audiences, as Ms. Schaal points out, “I went back home 
recently, and I looked at the cows again and thought, ‘God, 
they have the same expression as audiences.’ Just expectant 
— they want something but they’re just, like, waiting. And 
they have no idea what they’re waiting for. After that train-
ing, I was set.”22 

• Comedian Larry Storch was doing stand-up comedy in De-
troit at a time when Soupy Sales was doing a Detroit chil-
dren’s show that was widely watched by adults. Mr. Storch 
heard that a local TV celebrity was in the audience, and he 
thought that the audience would like to know that, so he an-
nounced, “Ladies and gentlemen, there’s a guy named Soupy 
Sales in the audience who you might know and he’s sitting 
right over there. Let’s say hello.” Big mistake. The audience 
mobbed Soupy Sales, leaving nobody to listen to Mr. 
Storch’s act. Mr. Storch says, “It was embarrassing. They 
left the joint empty.”23 

• Early in his career, British comedian Danny La Rue ap-
peared in a nightclub where the audience sat quietly through-
out his performance. He thought that he had bombed com-
pletely and that his career was over, until he was informed 
that previously the audience had always ignored whatever 

 
22 Source: Brian Logan, “Any cows in tonight?” The Guardian. 14 Au-
gust 2008 <http://www.guardian.co.uk/stage/2008/aug/14/comedy.ed-
inburghfestival>. 
23 Source: Soupy Sales, Soupy Sez! My Zany Life and Times, pp. 67-68. 
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comedian was performing so that they could talk amongst 
themselves. Getting the audience to listen to his performance 
was a tremendous achievement, and Mr. La Rue was on his 
way to a very highly paid career as a comedian.24 

• Fred Weintraub owned the Bitter End, a club where many 
comedians plied their art and became famous. He listened to 
the audience and let its reaction decide whether he should 
keep an act. If the audience hated an act, he kept it. If the 
audience loved an act, he kept it. If the audience members 
said after a performance, “That’s a nice act,” he dropped that 
act. According to Mr. Weintraub, the one thing he did not 
want was for an audience to be indifferent.25 

• Comedian Eddie Cantor often spoke in Christian churches, 
and when he was present “officially” for a charity, the 
church was usually standing room only. But when he 
dropped in without advance notice, the church would often 
be half-empty. Once he ended a speech by saying, “Your 
minister tells me you’ve set an attendance record today. I 
suppose I should be honored — but isn’t it a shame that God 
Himself isn’t a big enough attraction!”26 

• Starting out as a stand-up comedian can be tough. Dallas 
comedian Sherry Belle remembers getting laughs her first 
time on stage; unfortunately, the audience was laughing at 
all the wrong places. For example, she finished a joke, but 
the audience didn’t laugh, so she said, “That was the punch 
line.” That made the audience laugh.27 

 
24 Source: Peter Underwood, Danny La Rue: Life’s a Drag!, p. 65. 
25 Source: Gerald Nachman, Seriously Funny, p. 14. 
26 Source: Eddie Cantor, The Way I See It, p. 76. 
27 Source: Andrea Grimes, “Funny Girl.” The Dallas Observer. 31 May 
2007 <http://www.dallasobserver.com/2007-05-31/news/funny-girl/>. 
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• Sam Mayo was a British music-hall comedian who was 
popular for a time, but whose comedy fell out of favor and 
forced his retirement. After retiring, he used to stand outside 
of music halls listening to the applause given to other per-
formers as tears ran down his cheeks.28 

Auditions 

• Jim J. Bullock is famous in part for playing Monroe Ficus 
on the TV sitcom Too Close for Comfort. To get the part, he 
first had to perform at the audition, which started late and 
kept him waiting for an hour. Mr. Bullock stormed into the 
audition, threw a hissy fit — and threw the screenplay at the 
feet of the producer — screamed that he should never have 
been kept waiting that long, and stormed out. A moment 
later, he entered the room again — on his hands and knees, 
begging for the job. Everyone laughed, and he got the part.29 

• Comedian Robin Williams earned great fame as Mork of 
the TV sitcom Mork and Mindy. Mork was an outer-space 
alien, and when Mr. Williams was asked at an audition to sit 
in a chair while in character as Mork, he did exactly that — 
and sat on his head. Fame really did come quickly. At an ice-
skating rink, Mr. Williams stepped into a telephone booth to 
make a call. He was recognized by fans, who gawked at him 
through the glass. Mr. Williams says, “I felt like I was in the 
San Diego Zoo.”30 

Autographs 

• Morris “Moe” Feinberg was the brother of Larry Fine, one 
of the Three Stooges. Mr. Feinberg went to a nightclub in 

 
28 Source: Hector Gray, An Actor Looks Back, p. 22. 
29 Source: Robert Pegg, Comical Co-Stars of Television, pp. 17, 21. 
30 Source: Hal Marcovitz, Robin Williams, pp. 41, 44-45. 
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Atlantic City, where an entertainer recognized him and in-
troduced him to the audience, talking about the Three 
Stooges and saying, “I see Larry’s brother, Moe Fine, a good 
friend and a fellow performer. Moe, would you stand up and 
take a bow?” Afterward, a woman came up and asked for 
Mr. Feinberg’s autograph. He explained that he was only a 
small-time performer and not famous, but the woman smiled 
and said, “You can’t fool me with that ‘brother’ stuff. You’re 
Larry, all right.” Mr. Feinberg signed the autograph, “With 
warm regards, Larry ‘Stooge’ Fine.”31 

• English comedian Benny Hill appears to have been very 
likeable in real life. For one thing, he answered every letter 
from fans and never turned down a request for an auto-
graphed photograph. Also making him popular, of course, 
was his talent at being funny. Mr. Hill did joke about his 
public image as a comic lover. He used to say, “I imagine 
people also think I’m having it off with the girls in my show. 
Well, I haven’t had it off with them since … what time is it 
now?” and “This is the book where I keep the names of all 
the girls I’ve been to bed with. They’re in alphabetical order. 
Starting with Zelda.”32 

• Being a popular entertainer does have drawbacks. Country 
comedian Jerry Clower once ordered a ham dinner at 
Cracker Barrel, but he never did eat it because his gravy got 
cold as he signed 39 menus. He ended up going to a Seven-
Eleven and buying crackers and Vienna sausages.33 

• Groucho Marx wrote this note in reply to an 11-year-old 
autograph collector: “Here is the autograph. I would send 

 
31 Source: Morris “Moe” Feinberg, Larry: The Stooge in the Middle, p. 
7. 
32 Source: Margaret Forwood, The Real Benny Hill, pp. 76, 81. 
33 Source: Jerry Clower, Stories from Home, p. 19. 
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you a lock of my hair but it’s at the barbershop getting 
washed.”34 

Automobiles 

• When he was a teenager, Soupy Sales used to double-date 
with a friend named Bill Cravens. The two would take their 
dates to a movie, go to the park to neck (smooch) for a while, 
and then get something to eat. On one double-date, Soupy’s 
date didn’t want to go to the park because she said she wasn’t 
feeling well, so Soupy told Bill that they needed to take his 
date home. She asked, “Aren’t we going to get something to 
eat?” Soupy replied, “If you’re too sick to neck, you’re too 
sick to eat.” Back when Soupy was a teenager, not every 
teenager who was old enough to drive had a car. On his dou-
ble-dates, a friend with a car would drop Soupy off at his 
date’s friend’s house, and then the friend with a car would 
pick up his date and then come back to get Soupy and his 
date. Once, Soupy was in a house waiting for his date to 
come down from upstairs. The young woman’s father said, 
“Gee, I wonder what’s keeping Elaine?” Soupy said, “Wait 
a minute! Isn’t this Joanne Pinckard’s house? The young 
woman’s father said, “No, Joanne lives across the street.”35 

Beauty 

• In 2008, comedian Margaret Cho debuted a new show: 
Beautiful. The genesis of the show came when a radio host 
asked Ms. Cho, “What would you do if you woke up tomor-
row and you were beautiful?” She was shocked by the ques-
tion because, as people who know and love her (or see her) 
realize, she is beautiful. She asked the radio host, “What?” 
and he explained, “What if you woke up and you were blond, 

 
34 Source: Groucho Marx, The Groucho Letters, p. 55. 
35 Source: Soupy Sales, Soupy Sez! My Zany Life and Times, pp. 22, 36. 
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blue-eyed, 5’ 11” and weighed 100 lbs and you were beauti-
ful, what would you do?” Uh — 5’ 11” and 100 lbs! Ms. Cho 
says, “I told him I probably wouldn’t get up because I would 
be too weak to stand!” She also thought, “It upset me be-
cause I thought if that was the only person he thinks is beau-
tiful, he must not see much beauty ever. I wanted to do a 
show about how we are all beautiful. It is something I have 
to constantly tell myself.”36 

• Apparently, the Ziegfeld Follies’ Flo Ziegfeld was a good 
judge of feminine beauty but lacked a sense of humor. He 
once watched W.C. Fields make the audience roar with 
laughter with a comedy sketch, then asked how long the 
sketch had taken. The answer came back: 28 minutes. Mr. 
Ziegfeld next asked how long it took for the girls to get ready 
for the next scene. The answer came back: seven minutes. 
Mr. Ziegfeld then ordered Mr. Fields to cut his comedy 
sketch to seven minutes.37 

Children 

• As a small boy, Wally Cox learned that some of the best 
things in life could be purchased with a box top from a box 
of cereal or the aluminum seal from a jar of Ovaltine. Just 
send in a box top or an aluminum seal and a small amount of 
money to cover shipping and handling, and all kinds of neat 
stuff — including a Cub reporter’s certificate (from a radio 
program starring Dick Steel, the boy reporter) — would ar-
rive in your mailbox. The aluminum seal from a jar of Oval-
tine bought young Wally the knowledge of how to decode 
the secret messages that were broadcast at the end of the 

 
36 Source: Michael Shinafelt, “Margaret Cho is ‘Beautiful’ and So Are 
Her Gay Fans.” 28 January 2008 <http://www.afterelton.com/peo-
ple/2008/1/margaretcho>. 
37 Source: Andrea Stuart, Showgirls, pp. 132-133. 
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Little Orphan Annie radio program — secret messages that 
gave hints about Little Orphan Annie’s next exciting adven-
ture. Young Wally was proud to know the code: A is 2, B is 
4, C is 6, etc. Unfortunately, soon after young Wally learned 
how to decode the secret messages, the dullest boy in school 
told him, “Hey, you wanna know the Little Orphan Annie 
secret code? A is 2, B is 4, C is 6 ….” Disappointed at being 
unable to amaze even the dullest boy in school with his fore-
knowledge of Little Orphan Annie’s next exciting adventure, 
young Wally soon stopped sending away for things that re-
quired payment of a box top or an aluminum seal.38 

• Some people are fortunate in that they know what they 
want to do at an early age. When she was six, lesbian come-
dian Liz Feldman saw a Purim play at her synagogue in 
which her 11-year-old sister played Queen Esther. After the 
show, Liz pointed to the stage and told her mother, “That’s 
what I want to do!” At age 10, she asked her parents for an 
agent for her birthday. Unfortunately, she got a 10-speed bi-
cycle instead. At age 12, she started auditioning in Manhat-
tan. At age 15, she answered an ad looking for children who 
wrote and performed their own stand-up material, so she 
wrote three minutes of material and got a role in a play about 
very young stand-up comedians. One of the jokes she wrote 
— which she now considers “so bad” and yet “so gay” — is 
this: “You know how some kids will get embarrassed when 
their moms will spit on a napkin to wipe the dirt off their 
face? My mom just licks my face.”39 

• Jim Carrey was funny even as a youngster. One of his 
“acts” was to put a lot of colored candies in his mouth, chew 

 
38 Source: Wally Cox, My Life as a Small Boy, pp. 11-15. 
39 Source: Karman Kregloe, “Interview With Liz Feldman.” Af-
terellen.com. 6 April 2008 <http://www.afterellen.com/peo-
ple/2008/4/lizfeldman>. 
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them up, and then pretend to vomit. His very young audience 
loved it. In school, he once got in trouble when his teacher 
saw him mocking some musicians on a record. Fortunately, 
all turned out well. Thinking to embarrass him, his teacher 
ordered him to do what he was doing in front of the class. 
Young Jim did, and he was so funny that his teacher invited 
him to do the act at the school’s Christmas assembly. And 
when his mother became ill, Jim’s comedy cheered her up 
— sometimes at odd times. Occasionally, his father would 
wake him up and say, “Sorry to wake you up in the middle 
of the night, but your mother and I could use a good laugh. 
You’re on in five.”40 

• As you may expect, comedian George Carlin took too 
many illegal drugs in his life. According to journalist David 
Hochman, when Mr. Carlin and his 11-year-old daughter 
took a vacation to Hawaii, she made him sign a contract stat-
ing that he wouldn’t snort cocaine for the duration of the va-
cation. Despite his illegal drug use, and despite his heart 
problems, he got old, something that really wasn’t a problem 
for him. He stated that “the richness of memory, the richness 
of acquired and accumulated experience and wisdom, I 
won’t trade that. At 67, I’m every age I ever was. I always 
think of that. I’m not just 67. I’m also 55 and 21 and three. 
Oh, especially three.”41 

• David Letterman was an original even in high school. For 
an English assignment he was required to write about an im-
portant event in a person’s life, so he wrote about a man who 
had swallowed paper towels — his way of committing 

 
40 Source: Paula Guzzetti, Jim Carrey, pp. 14-15, 19-20. 
41 Source: David Hochman, “What George Carlin Told Me About the 
Afterlife and What He’d Like on His Tombstone.” Huffingtonpost.com. 
23 June 2008 <http://www.huffingtonpost.com/david-hochman/george-
carlin-on-heaven_b_108723.html>. 
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suicide. While working at a grocery store, David once put 
cornhusks in a box of cornflakes and put it on the shelf. Not 
everyone was impressed by him — or his sense of humor. 
His high-school guidance counselor, Marilyn Dearing, wrote 
that he was “a run-of-the-mill ordinary average kid.” In an 
interview after he became famous, she said, “I didn’t think 
David was funny then, and I still don’t think he is funny.”42 

• George Burns was Jewish, but once he wanted to become 
Presbyterian. Why? As a small child, he was a member of a 
singing group that sang in an amateur talent contest at a 
church picnic. They won first prize — each boy received a 
watch. Young George was so excited that he ran home and 
told his mother that he wanted to become a Presbyterian — 
he had been a Jew all seven years of his life and never gotten 
anything, and he had been a Presbyterian for 15 minutes and 
gotten a watch. His mother told him, “First help me hang up 
the wash, then you can be a Presbyterian.”43 

• Frank Sinatra loved his kids. Sometimes, he took daughter 
Tina out to eat. She was surprised that so many people stared 
at her in restaurants. Frank was embarrassed as he said to 
her, “They’re not staring at you, Pigeon. They’re staring at 
me.” Frank’s love for Tina worked out well for television 
comedian Soupy Sales, who was happy to get a telephone 
call one day from a major, major star: “I’m Frank Sinatra. 
My kid wants me to do your show.”44 

• Like father, like son. When comedian Robin Williams was 
a boy, he had a large collection of various kinds of toy sol-
diers, and he would engage the soldiers in time-machine 

 
42 Source: Frances Lefkowitz, David Letterman, pp. 24-26. 
43 Source: Cal and Rose Samra, Holy Humor, pp. 84-85. 
44 Source: Bill Zehme, The Way You Wear Your Hat: Frank Sinatra 
and the Lost Art of Livin’, pp. 182-183. 
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battles. For example, he would pit World War II soldiers 
with machine guns against knights in shining armor. Zach, 
Robin’s son, is also original. At his first formal-wear event, 
he didn’t wear a tuxedo — he wore camouflage and Doc 
Martin boots.45 

• As a boy, Quaker humorist Tom Mullen attended Boys’ 
State, where a military officer inspected him and some other 
lads. Young Tom had some fuzz on his cheeks, so the officer 
asked, “What’s the matter, son? Don’t you have a razor?” 
Young Tom replied, “Yes, sir, but I don’t lend it to 
strangers.” The witticism drew laughs from the other boys 
— and the largest number of demerits possible from the of-
ficer.46 

• Ron Howard, of course, was only five years old when he 
started co-starring in The Andy Griffith Show. Later, he be-
came a renowned Hollywood director. Comedian George 
Lindsey, who played Goober, was once asked what he 
thought of his little co-star Ronny’s work as a director. He 
replied, “We call him Mr. Howard now.”47 

• The early life of comedian Bill Cosby was not one of priv-
ilege. One place he lived in as a child lacked a bathtub, so 
the Cosby children would put a metal tub on the stove to heat 
the water, then move the tub to the floor and take a bath.48 

Christmas 

 
45 Source: Hal Marcovitz, Robin Williams, pp. 21-22, 94. 
46 Source: Tom Mullen, Seriously, Life is a Laughing Matter, pp. 26-27. 
47 Source: Don Knotts, Barney Fife and Other Characters I Have 
Known, p. 126. 
48 Source: Michael A. Schuman, Bill Cosby: Actor and Comedian, p. 
13. 
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• When Fanny Brice’s husband, Nicky Arnstein, went to jail, 
Fanny kept the truth from their children, telling them that 
their father was working in Paris. For Christmas, the children 
wrote their father, telling him that they wanted a pair of rab-
bits for Christmas. Fanny therefore arranged to have two rab-
bits shipped from Paris to their home, along with lots of food 
and water to keep the rabbits healthy. However, when the 
crate was opened in the United States, many more than two 
rabbits hopped out — the journey had been long, and the 
rabbits had been doing what rabbits do. The children thought 
that their father had been especially generous that Christ-
mas.49 

• One Christmas, comedian W.C. Fields called a locksmith 
to come to his house on an emergency. When the locksmith 
arrived, Mr. Field showed him a door with a lock in which a 
key had been broken. “My best friend is trapped in there!” 
Mr. Fields cried. “Do something before he smothers to 
death!” However, when the locksmith opened the door, noth-
ing was to be found except many, many bottles of liquor.50 

• Early in his career, stand-up comedian Greg Dean made 
little money and consequently had no money to buy Christ-
mas presents. Therefore, he developed a comedy routine, 
then went to the houses of his friends and relatives, where he 
gave the routine and made that their Christmas present.51 

 
49 Source: Grace Moore, You’re Only Human Once, pp. 97-98. 
50 Source: H. Allen Smith, Lost in the Horse Latitudes, pp. 193-194. 
51 Source: Greg Dean, Step by Step to Stand-Up Comedy, p. 172. 
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CHAPTER 2: From Clothing to Football 

Clothing 

• Comedian Fannie Brice needed time to develop a sense of 
fashion. When Ziegfeld Follies impresario Florenz “Flo” 
Ziegfeld invited her and Lillian Lorraine to dinner, Fannie 
went all out in acquiring what she thought was an outfit that 
would impress Mr. Ziegfeld. Among other items, she bought 
a hat that looked as if it was growing a vegetable garden. 
Unfortunately, her outfit horrified Mr. Ziegfeld, who was a 
man of taste. He told Ms. Lorraine, a woman of taste, “Why 
don’t you take this kid out and teach her how to dress? Here 
is $250. Get her some clothes.” Ms. Brice did not throw her 
hat away, but instead she sold it to Ms. Lorraine’s maid. Un-
fortunately for Mr. Ziegfeld, the maid wore the hat one day 
while traveling with Ms. Lorraine. Mr. Ziegfeld saw the hat, 
and he was so upset that he told the maid, “I never want to 
see that hat again. I’ll give you $25 [a lot of money in the 
early 20th century] to get rid of it.”52 

• Early in their careers, British comedians Dawn French and 
Jennifer Saunders shared a house. Ms. Saunders was known 
for being disorganized and messy, although she later became 
much neater after having children. Unfortunately, their 
house was broken into. They called the police, who investi-
gated and said, “Well, it is quite bad, but the worst is that 
room at the top.” Actually, the burglars hadn’t entered the 
room at the top. That room was Ms. Saunders’ room, and it 

 
52 Source: Eddie Cantor and David Freedman, Ziegfeld: The Great Glo-
rifier, pp. 66-67. 
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was in its usual messy state. Ms. French says about Ms. 
Saunders, “She used to be up to her knees in old pants.”53 

• Groucho Marx once knew a comedian named Doc Rock-
well who took an odd approach to saving money. He used to 
buy several new suits at one time to get a discount, then he 
would wear a suit for a month, throw it away, and wear one 
of his other suits for a month, repeating the process until he 
ran out of suits. He would then buy several new suits at a 
discount and start the process again. He once explained to 
Groucho, “This way, I don’t have to pay for any cleaning 
and pressing and, besides, I’m always wearing a brand-new 
suit.”54 

• Caroline Otéro and Liane de Pougy were members of the 
19th-century French glitterati. Their rivalry was on display at 
a great ball they were both invited to attend in Paris. Ms. 
Otéro arrived wearing a beautiful black dress and every 
piece of jewelry she owned. Arriving a few minutes later was 
Ms. de Pougy, who wore the same style of dress — but in 
white — and no jewelry. Trailing Ms. de Pougy was her 
maid — who was wearing every piece of jewelry that Ms. de 
Pougy owned.55 

• The first time country music star Bill Anderson saw coun-
try comedian Jerry Clower, he got mad at him because Mr. 
Clower was wearing exactly the same kind of coat that he 
was wearing. Mr. Anderson thought, “How dare him to have 
a coat exactly like mine!” Fortunately, Mr. Clower’s reaction 
kept Mr. Anderson from staying mad at him. Mr. Clower 

 
53 Source: Chrissy Iley, “Farewell, French and Saunders.” 12 August 
2007 <http://entertainment.timesonline.co.uk/tol/arts_and_entertain-
ment/tv_and_radio/article2223828.ece>. 
54 Source: Groucho Marx, Confessions of a Mangy Lover, p. 177. 
55 Source: Andrea Stuart, Showgirls, pp. 31-32. 
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said, “You mean I got the good taste to buy a coat exactly 
like the [coat of the] great Bill Anderson?”56 

• In 1924, the Prince of Wales visited Fanny Brice’s apart-
ment in New York. She told him, “Sit down, kid, and take 
off your shoes. While you’re relaxing, I’ll whip up a couple 
of smoked sturgeon sandwiches on rye with some marvelous 
pickles a guy on Delancey Street puts up for me.” The Prince 
of Wales told her, “Miss Brice, I thank you from the bottom 
of my heart,” then he took off his shoes.57 

• Comedians George Burns and Harpo Marx were members 
of the Hillcrest Country Club in Beverly Hills, as so many 
Jewish comedians were. Unfortunately, the Hillcrest Coun-
try Club once briefly considered kicking them out. Why? On 
an especially hot day, the two comedians had played a round 
of golf wearing only their underwear.58 

• Sharon Linkletter, Art’s daughter, made a lot of her own 
clothing. Once she made a bikini from a pattern, then showed 
the bottom of the bikini to her mother. Her mother asked, 
“Where are you going to wear that?” Sharon said, “On the 
bottom, of course.” Her mother replied, “I mean — are you 
going to wear that in public?”59 

Competition 

• W.C. Fields was so competitive that watching movies by 
other good comedians made him ill. He once started to watch 
a movie by Charlie Chaplin, but he grew so ill that he had to 
leave the movie theater. When he was asked his opinion of 

 
56 Source: Jerry Clower, Ain’t God Good!, p. 47. 
57 Source: Andrew Hecht, Hollywood Merry-Go-Round, p. 30. 
58 Source: S. Claus, Holiday Cheer for the 19th Hole, p. 12. 
59 Source: Art Linkletter, I Didn’t Do It Alone, p. 89. 
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Mr. Chaplin, Mr. Fields snarled, “The son of a bitch is a bal-
let dancer — and if I get a good chance, I’ll kill him with my 
bare hands.”60 

• Comedian Sid Caesar, star of Your Show of Shows, was 
good — very good. How good was he? While fellow come-
dian Robin Williams was watching some of the old episodes 
of Your Show of Shows, a woman who was also in the audi-
ence told him, “You’ll never be that good.”61 

Critics 

• A bad review can give birth to a good joke. David Woods 
and Jon Haynes make up the anarchic theatrical group 
known as Ridiculusmus, although it used to have more mem-
bers. In 1993, critic John O’Mahony was very impressed 
with Mr. Woods, and he wrote about him, “He transforms 
every bit-part into a central character, while showing up the 
paucity of talent in the rest of the group.” For years after the 
review appeared, whenever Mr. O’Mahony saw the group, 
Mr. Woods would be genial — but nervous — and the other 
members of the group would glower at Mr. O’Mahony and 
hiss at him. By the way, the group now consists of just two 
people, but that has nothing to do with Mr. O’Mahony’s re-
view. The two remaining members do work well together. 
Mr. Woods says, “I think we complement each other.” Mr. 
Haynes adds, “Some like his exuberance. Others prefer my 
intensity. And a lot don’t like either of us.” At the very be-
ginning of their careers, they had a comedy venue called the 
Tomato Club. They invited bad comedians to perform, and 
they gave audience members overripe tomatoes to throw at 
the bad comedians. With good reason, Mr. Haynes is con-
cerned about critical notices: “Critical success would upset 

 
60 Source: Jack Mingo, The Juicy Parts, p. 114. 
61 Source: Gerald Nachman, Seriously Funny, p. 121. 
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our equilibrium. Who can we bribe at the [British newspa-
per] Guardian to give us a one-star review?”62 

• Elaine May went backstage to see Dudley Moore after a 
Broadway performance of Beyond the Fringe and told him, 
“I loved the show.” When Mr. Moore, who was in a mood 
for receiving lots of reassurance, asked her if she had really 
loved the show, Ms. May, who was not in a mood for giving 
lots of reassurance, replied, “No.”63 

Death 

• British comedian Stephen Mangan started out studying 
law, then switched to serious acting, and finally started per-
forming comic roles. He read many, many biographies of 
theatrical actors such as Ellen Terry, John Gielgud, Laurence 
Olivier, Henry Irving, etc., and he says, “As a 16-year-old, 
all I wanted was to be living in digs in Darlington, heading 
off to do the matinee of Charley’s Aunt.” But he instead 
studied law, although at school he was around many, many 
“people who flipped their capes over their shoulders and 
said, ‘I’m going to become an actor.’” Still, when he gradu-
ated, he was too afraid to take a chance on theater, and he 
says that it seemed that he would become “a disgruntled law-
yer, a slightly bitter bloke with the world’s largest theatrical 
biography collection.” However, his mother died from can-
cer at age 45, and Mr. Mangan’s priorities immediately 
changed. “From that moment, I heard the clock ticking,” he 

 
62 Source: John O’Mahony, “Soap stars.” The Guardian. 13 February 
2008 <http://arts.guardian.co.uk/thea-
tre/drama/story/0,,2255991,00.html>. 
63 Source: Dudley Moore, Musical Bumps, p. 144. 
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says. “You think, God, if that’s how long I’ve got, why not 
try and do it?” He tried it, and he succeeded at it.64 

• Comedian Jerry Seinfeld says, “The honest truth is, for a 
comedian, even death is just a premise to make jokes about.” 
For example, Mr. Seinfeld telephoned fellow comedian 
George Carlin a few days before Mr. Carlin died of a heart 
attack. And of course, Mr. Carlin made jokes about death. 
Journalist Tim Russert and musician Bo Diddley had re-
cently died, and Mr. Carlin said, “I feel safe for a while. 
There will probably be a break before they come after the 
next one. I always like to fly on an airline right after they’ve 
had a crash. It improves your odds.”65 

• Groucho Marx got a lot of letters in his old age, but he rea-
soned that he got so many letters because two of his famous 
comedian brothers, Chico and Harpo, had died before he did. 
If they had lived, they would have received many of the let-
ters. Groucho was a skeptic concerning the afterlife. Before 
Chico and Harpo died, they made a promise to Groucho, who 
explained, “They said they’d get in touch with me if there 
were a hereafter.” So what happened? Chico died in 1961, 
Harpo died in 1964, and in an interview with movie critic 
Roger Ebert in 1970, Groucho said, “I never heard a word. 
Not a godd*mn word.”66 

 
64 Source: Maddy Costa, “I’ve got a face for comedy.” The Guardian. 4 
September 2007 <http://arts.guardian.co.uk/theatre/com-
edy/story/0,,2161824,00.html>. 
65 Source: Jerry Seinfeld, “Dying Is Hard. Comedy Is Harder.” Ny-
times.com. 24 June 2008 <http://www.nytimes.com/2008/06/24/opin-
ion/24seinfeld.html?_r=1&hp&oref=slogin>. 
66 Source: Roger Ebert: “What’s your opinion of the casting, Groucho? 
‘I haven’t fished in years.’” 8 March 1970 <http://rogerebert.sun-
times.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/19700308/PEO-
PLE/3080301/1023>. 
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Easter 

• Bob Ferguson owned a shoe-repair shop in Akron, Ohio, 
and his shop was notable for its window displays. When a 
friend suggested that he put a bunny in the window for 
Easter, Mr. Ferguson displayed a mannequin dressed (un-
dressed?) as a Playboy Bunny.67 

Education 

• Comedian Buster Keaton spent exactly one day in school. 
At age six, he was already a veteran comedian in vaudeville, 
thanks to his vaudevillian parents, and he treated school 
simply as another stage on which to make other people 
laugh. After disrupting the taking of attendance, the teaching 
of geography, and the teaching of grammar, he was sent to 
the principal, who sent Buster back home to his parents with 
a note pleading with them to keep Buster at home. His par-
ents thought the note was funny, and his mother started 
teaching Buster at home (and on the road, since they contin-
ued their vaudeville act).68 

• Comedians Jimmy Durante and Don Knotts once co-hosted 
a Kraft Music Hall special on TV. During rehearsal, the di-
rector said that when they were introduced, he wanted both 
of them to walk onstage doing the famous Jimmy Durante 
strut. In other words, Mr. Durante was supposed to be him-
self and Mr. Knotts was supposed to imitate Mr. Durante. 
However, Mr. Durante was forced to ask Mr. Knotts to show 

 
67 Source: Tom Feran and R.D. Heldenfels, Ghoulardi, pp. 153-154. 
68 Source: Frank Manchel, Yesterday’s Clowns, p. 77. 
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him the famous Jimmy Durante strut. He requested, “Hey, 
Don, do me! I don’t know what I do!”69 

• One way that comedian Bill Cosby helped schools was 
through non-intrusive kinds of advertising. On The Cosby 
Show, his character, Cliff Huxtable, frequently wore a sweat-
shirt that bore the name of a predominantly black college. 
By the way, when Mr. Cosby hosted You Bet Your Life, the 
duck that dropped down when a contestant said the secret 
word wore a sweatshirt bearing the name of the university 
that Mr. Cosby had attended: Temple.70 

• Comedian Richard Pryor had an understanding teacher 
named Miss Marguerite Yingst when he was in the 6th 
grade. He often came to school late, and she made a deal with 
him. If he came to school on time each day for a week, she 
would let him get in front of the class and perform for 10 
minutes Friday afternoon. She remembers, “It was great for 
Richard. The other pupils loved him. And Richard kept his 
promise — got to school on time.”71 

• Garry Moore and Jimmy Durante worked together in radio. 
They were both comedians, and Mr. Moore was Mr. Du-
rante’s chief writer. For one show, Mr. Moore wrote a mal-
apropism for Mr. Durante: “It’s a catastastrope!” He also 
told Mr. Durante, “You know, Jimmy, if you don’t mispro-
nounce this, we won’t get a laugh.” Mr. Durante thought for 

 
69 Source: Don Knotts, Barney Fife and Other Characters I Have 
Known, pp. 183-184. 
70 Source: Michael A. Schuman, Bill Cosby: Actor and Comedian, pp. 
98, 108. 
71 Source: Jim Haskins, Richard Pryor: A Man and His Madness, p. 11. 
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a moment, then replied, “Yeah. Educate me, and we’ll both 
be out of a job.”72 

• A young Dick Van Dyke and the other students in his class 
sometimes took advantage of one of their teachers who was 
hard of hearing. Sometimes, she asked, “When did Colum-
bus discover America?” They would reply with a deliber-
ately wrong date such as “1776” because she would think 
that they had given the correct date and nod her head approv-
ingly.73 

• Comedian Chris Rock has made it big in the risky and dif-
ficult business of show business, but that doesn’t mean that 
he wants his relatives to try to accomplish what he has ac-
complished. Whenever a family member wants help in get-
ting established in show business, he offers to pay their col-
lege tuition instead.74 

• The first book Sam Levenson ever checked out of the li-
brary shocked the librarians — it was called What Every Girl 
Should Know. (Sam’s cousin Sophie was too embarrassed to 
check it out, so she asked Sam to check it out for her to 
read.)75 

Fame 

• After movie shorts made by the Three Stooges — Moe, 
Larry, and Curly — started being shown on TV, the Three 
Stooges made many, many fans among the kids who saw 
them on TV. One day, Moe’s daughter asked him to pick up 

 
72 Source: Herb Sanford, Ladies and Gentlemen, The Garry Moore 
Show: Behind the Scenes When TV was New, p. 147. 
73 Source: Dick Van Dyke, Those Funny Kids!, p. 103. 
74 Source: Rose Blue and Corinne Naden, Chris Rock, p. 36. 
75 Source: Sam Levenson, Everything But Money, p. 59. 
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his grandchildren — Mike and Jeff — from school. Moe 
agreed, and when school let out, here came Mike and Jeff — 
and a couple of hundred other kids. Mike and Jeff had told 
their friends that one of the Three Stooges was coming to 
pick them up, and their friends had told their friends, who 
had told their friends. Things were chaotic for a while, and 
finally a teacher asked Moe to leave because of the near-riot 
conditions. By the way, Moe once received a telephone call 
from his daughter, who told him good news. She had bought 
a copy of the World Book Encyclopedia, and a photograph 
of the Three Stooges was in it! Later, Moe looked up “Com-
edy” in the World Book Encyclopedia, and he saw a photo-
graph of himself and Larry wrapping an “iron” bar around 
the neck of Curly.76 

• In 1959, Mel Brooks, before he became really famous, at-
tended a wrap party at a restaurant for the movie Happy An-
niversary, in which his friend Carl Reiner appeared. Also 
eating at the restaurant, across the room, was playwright 
Moss Hart, whom Mr. Brooks recognized. Mr. Brooks ap-
proached Mr. Hart, loudly saying, “Hello. You don’t know 
who I am. My name is Mel Brooks. Do you know who you 
are? Your name is Moss Hart. Do you know what you’ve 
written? You wrote Once in a Lifetime with George Kauf-
man and You Can’t Take It with You and The Man Who 
Came to Dinner. You wrote Lady in the Dark and you di-
rected My Fair Lady.” Mr. Brooks continued naming all the 
things that Mr. Hart had accomplished during his life. Then 
he grew louder, “You should be arrogant! You have earned 

 
76 Source: Moe Howard, Moe Howard and the Three Stooges, pp. 132-
133. 
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the right to be supercilious! WHY ARE YOU LETTING ME 
TALK TO YOU?”77 

• Charlie Chaplin was widely imitated. One day, he was 
watching one of his imitators on a street in New York when 
a small boy pushed him. Mr. Chaplin asked him, “What’s the 
matter?” The small boy said, “Oh, git outa me way. I wanta 
see Charlie Chaplin. Whada you care about seein’ him? 
Youse guys always gets in a kid’s way.” On another occa-
sion, Mr. Chaplin had finished shooting a scene in an alley. 
The people he was working with left, but Mr. Chaplin stayed 
because he wanted to watch some crap-shooting newsboys. 
A police officer came by and wanted to run Mr. Chaplin off, 
but Mr. Chaplin protested, “I’m Charlie Chaplin, and I’ve 
been working here!” The police officer replied, “You Char-
lie Chaplin! Huh, I guess I know Charlie Chaplin when I see 
him. You’re just one of his bum imitators. Get out!”78 

• As a young comedian, Jim Carrey made out a $10 million 
check to himself “for acting services rendered,” and carried 
it around in his wallet as a physical symbol of an important 
goal. Later, he received $10 million for starring in The Mask 
2 — and $20 million for starring in Liar, Liar. Along the way 
to mega-success, he achieved success as an actor in the TV 
comedy series In Living Color. Unfortunately, his fame did 
have a downside when he took his daughter out for trick-or-
treating on Halloween. Perhaps exaggerating a little, Mr. 
Carrey says that people would say, “It’s the dude from In 

 
77 Source: Chaim Topol, compiler, Topol’s Treasury of Jewish Humor, 
Wit and Wisdom, p. 123. 
78 Source: Kevin J. Hayes, editor, Charlie Chaplin: Interviews, pp. 19-
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Living Color! Here’s an extra candy! Do something 
[funny]!”79 

• Terry Gilliam considers himself fortunate because he is the 
least recognized of the members of Monty Python’s Flying 
Circus. He is recognized just enough to keep his ego happy, 
but he realizes how much of a hassle it would be to be rec-
ognized everywhere he went. He says, “Thank God I’m not 
John. It’s an awful job to walk down the street and be John 
Cleese because you can’t escape from it!”80 

• Stan Laurel was funny in his old age. At a stationery store, 
a man kind of recognized him, saying, “Aren’t you…,” but 
the man was unable to come up with a name, so Mr. Laurel 
suggested a name: “Oliver Hardy.” The man replied, “Right. 
Whatever happened to Laurel?” Mr. Laurel sadly replied, 
“Oh, he went balmy.”81 

Fans 

• Comedians are often writers; for example, Bill Cosby does 
much writing — both of comic routines and of books. His 
old comic routines still hold up. One day, some parents 
brought their nine-year-old son to see Mr. Cosby. The son 
was a fan, and he started doing Mr. Cosby’s 1966 routine 
“The Playground.” In the routine Bill and his friends play 
safely in a vacant lot despite the presence of broken glass — 
but they are no longer safe after someone installs monkey 
bars. The nine-year-old boy recited the routine, using Mr. 
Cosby’s inflections, and Mr. Cosby says that he started “lis-
tening to, and admiring, my writing. The kid’s performing, 

 
79 Source: Paula Guzzetti, Jim Carrey, pp. 38, 42, 55. 
80 Source: David Morgan, Monty Python Speaks, p. 74. 
81 Source: Annie McGarry, Laurel & Hardy, p. 76. 
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and I’m saying to myself, ‘This is really wonderful writ-
ing.’”82 

• Comedian Fred Allen was generous with his time. When-
ever a fan wrote him, the fan received a personal reply from 
the great comedian himself. In addition, Mr. Allen did not 
repeat himself. If 10 requests for autographs came in the 
mail, Mr. Allen sent back 10 different replies and not one 
reply copied 10 times. One of his writers, Arnold M. Auer-
bach, once asked him why he spent so much time answering 
fan mail. Mr. Allen replied, “Anyone who takes the time to 
write to me deserves a personal answer.”83 

• At the premiere of stand-up comedian Sarah Silverman’s 
movie titled Sarah Silverman: Jesus is Magic, which in-
cludes music in addition to comedy, an enthusiastic fan told 
her that she was “the true heir to Lenny Bruce.” She smiled 
and replied, “Wow! Thank you! That is the ultimate compli-
ment! I’m actually not that familiar with Lenny Bruce’s 
work, but from what I understand, he was a really great 
singer.”84 

• Jack Riley played the character of the insulting, misan-
thropic Mr. Elliott Carlin on The Bob Newhart Show. Fre-
quently, fans of the showed asked him if he was anything 
like the character he portrayed. Because he was a profes-
sional comedian, Mr. Riley’s standard response to this 

 
82 Source: Robert Philpot, “Bill Cosby reflects on humor, families and 
his new book.” 28 September 2007 <http://www.popmat-
ters.com/pm/news/article/49122/bill-cosby-reflects-on-humor-families-
and-his-new-book/>. 
83 Source: Arnold M. Auerbach, Funny Men Don’t Laugh, p. 154. 
84 Source: Jim Emerson, “Can Sarah Silverman say that?” 10 November 
2005. <http://rogerebert.suntimes.com/apps/pbcs.dll/arti-
cle?AID=/20051110/EDITOR/51111001>.  
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question was in the character of Mr. Carlin: “Bite me, you 
wiener.”85 

• Comedian Fred Allen once met a fan who told him that she 
had traveled to New York all the way from San Francisco to 
see him broadcast his radio program. Mr. Allen replied, 
“Madame, if I had only known you were coming all that way 
just to catch my little old show, the least I could have done 
was meet you halfway — say, about Omaha.”86 

• A boy named Bobby once wrote a fan letter to comedian 
Tim Conway and told him to drop by if he was ever in St. 
Louis, Missouri. The following week, Mr. Conway showed 
up at Bobby’s front door with his suitcase and said, “Hi, 
Bobby. You told me to drop in anytime, so I thought I’d stay 
for a week or two.”87 

• When comedian Eddie Cantor performed at Carnegie Hall, 
a very old man told him, “Mr. Cantor, I’ve been a fan of 
yours since I was a little kid.” Skeptical, the 60-year-old Mr. 
Cantor asked the very old man, “And how old are you?” The 
very old man said, “Ninety.”88 

• Sometimes people go up to celebrities and say, “Your face 
looks familiar. Haven’t I seen it somewhere?” Comedian 
George Gobel used to reply, “No, it’s always been right 
where it is now.”89 

 
85 Source: Joey Green, Hi Bob!, p. 87. 
86 Source: Jim Harmon, The Great Radio Comedians, p. 180. 
87 Source: Robert Pegg, Comical Co-Stars of Television, p. 68. 
88 Source: Joe Franklin, Up Late with Joe Franklin, p. 40. 
89 Source: Joe Garagiola, It’s Anybody’s Ballgame, p. 269. 
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Fathers 

• When Adam Sandler was a little boy, he had a Diver Dan 
doll. Unfortunately, he lost it. Fortunately, he had a father 
who cared about him and didn’t want him to be unhappy. His 
father dressed up as Diver Dan’s father, then told young 
Adam that Diver Dan was not lost but instead was with him, 
and he thanked young Adam for taking care of Diver Dan. 
Today, Mr. Sandler says, “Dad would do anything to make 
me feel better.”90 

• When Sarah Silverman was three years old, her father 
taught her some dirty words, and then he told her to say them 
to his friends. She and the dirty words got a big laugh. As a 
grown-up stand-up comedian, Ms. Silverman says, “I realize 
now the laugh was pure shock value, but it felt really good, 
and I’ve been chasing it ever since.”91 

• When Chris Rock was still early in his career as a stand-up 
comedian, his father asked him how good he was. Chris re-
plied, “I’m one of the best in the country.” His father knew 
him well, and he knew that Chris was not lying.92 

Food 

• As a struggling, impoverished comedian early in his career, 
Jackie Gleason and some comedian friends found ways to 
survive. One thing that they would do was to go to a café and 
order a meal that one of them paid for. Whoever paid for the 

 
90 Source: David Seidman, Adam Sandler, p. 12. 
91 Source: StuntDouble, “Lesbian Scientistics: The ‘Rolling Stone’ 
comedy issue.” Afterellen.com. 18 September 2008 <http://www.af-
terellen.com/blog/stuntdouble/lesbian-scientistics-the-rolling-stone-
comedy-issue>. In her blog, StuntDouble included some excerpts from 
the 2008 Rolling Stone comedy issue. 
92 Source: Rose Blue and Corinne Naden, Chris Rock, p. 73. 
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meal got the entrée. The others ate the potato, the salad, and 
the dessert, if there was one. They also went to the Automat, 
got hot water for free, then added packets of ketchup, Ta-
basco sauce, A-1 steak sauce, and salt and pepper to create 
something that resembled tomato soup. In addition, they 
sometimes ate the rolls or bread that a diner left behind. An-
other trick was to sleep through breakfast. When you’re 
sleeping, you’re not hungry. Even later, during his first mar-
riage, things were bad. One February day in 1937, Mr. 
Gleason got hold of several brochures advertising a one-cent 
sale. As an advertising gimmick, each brochure had a penny 
glued to it. Mr. Gleason tore off all the pennies so that he and 
his wife could buy sandwiches.93 

• Once in a while, William M. Gaines, publisher of MAD 
magazine, would invite all the artists and writers to a dinner 
in a fancy restaurant. (This was a very good idea, as it al-
lowed people — many of them freelancers who just stopped 
by once in a while to drop off material — to get to know each 
other. Because the MAD magazine employees were so nu-
merous, they would ask the waiters if they could push some 
of the tables together. Once given permission, they would 
quickly form a circle of tables around the waiters, leaving no 
exit.94 

• Early in her career — basically before she had a career and 
while she was still a housewife — Phyllis Diller did a show 
at the Alameda Naval Air Station, where she was a hit and 
for which her pay was a 30-pound live turkey. She left it tied 
outside her apartment that night, and the next morning a cou-
ple who lived near her made her an offer: “We’re farm 

 
93 Source: James Bacon, How Sweet It Is: The Jackie Gleason Story, 
pp. 27, 45-46. 
94 Source: Dick DeBartolo, Good Days and MAD, p. 52. 
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people, so we’ll kill it and share it with you.” Ms. Diller ac-
cepted the offer, and each family got 15 pounds of turkey.95 

• Who was the first comedian to throw a pie in a silent-movie 
comedy? Probably it was Mabel Normand. In 1913, some of 
Mack Sennett’s comedians, including Mabel and Roscoe 
“Fatty” Arbuckle, were making a movie, but none of their 
gags seemed to work. Bored, Mabel saw a pie. Mr. Sennett’s 
comedians, including Mabel, played many practical jokes, 
and she launched the pie at Fatty Arbuckle, scoring a direct 
hit and many laughs.96 

• When comedian Steve Allen was a teenager, he ran away 
from home. Very quickly, he began to steal, to beg, and to 
eat garbage. Mr. Allen writes about finding a discarded can 
of pork and beans along a road. The can contained several 
ants and a few beans, but Mr. Allen shook the ants out of the 
can and enjoyed eating what was left of the beans.97  

• Tommy Morgan was a Scottish comedian. While staying 
in a Belfast hotel and hosting some friends in the hotel res-
taurant, Mr. Morgan was treated like the celebrity he was, 
and a waiter asked, “Will you be having a bit of partridge, 
Mr. Morgan?” Mr. Morgan replied, “A bit! What do you 
mean — a bit! Bring us a whole one each.”98 

Football 

• When Bill Cosby was in school, his grandfather advised 
him not to play football. Bill played football anyway, and he 

 
95 Source: Phyllis Diller, Like a Lampshade in a Whorehouse: My Life 
in Comedy, pp. 61-62. 
96 Source: Frank Manchel, Yesterday’s Clowns, pp. 29-30. 
97 Source: Steve Allen, But Seriously, pp. 336-337. 
98 Source: Gordon Irving, compiler, The Wit of the Scots, p. 42. 
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broke his shoulder. He was lying on a sofa, in pain, when his 
grandfather visited. Embarrassed, young Bill waited for his 
grandfather to say, “See, I told you, Junior.” Instead, his 
grandfather gave him a quarter and told him, “Go to the cor-
ner [store] and get some ice cream. It has calcium in it.’”99 

• Comedian Frank Morgan said whatever was on his mind. 
Once, he was reading the scores of some obscure football 
games on his radio program when he suddenly interrupted 
himself and asked, “Is anybody really interested in this non-
sense?”100 

 
99 Source: Ta-Nehisi Coates, ‘This Is How We Lost to the White Man.’ 
Atlantic Monthly. May 2008 <http://www.theatlan-
tic.com/doc/200805/cosby>. 
100 Source: Jim Harmon, The Great Radio Comedians, p. xviii. 
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CHAPTER 3: From Friends to Mishaps 

Friends 

• At Friars Club dinners, comedians take great pleasure in 
insulting the guest of honor, often using very vulgar lan-
guage to do so. At a dinner for Jack Benny, many dignified 
people, including Eleanor Roosevelt, Helen Hayes, and Sen-
ator Jacob Javits, were present, so Mr. Benny told his friend 
and fellow comedian George Burns, “George, this is a high-
class affair, so nothing risqué.” Mr. Burns joked, “Should I 
tell the story about Sid Gary’s *ss?” Mr. Benny joked back, 
“I wouldn’t if I were you, because Javits is on ahead of you, 
and he’s going to tell it.”101 

• Actor Elliott Gould was friends with comedian Groucho 
Marx when Groucho was old. Groucho, of course, insulted 
friends as well as enemies. Once, Mr. Gould replaced a 
burned-out light bulb over Groucho’s bed, and Groucho told 
him, “That’s the best acting I’ve ever seen you do.” Mr. El-
liott considers that “the best review I’ve ever had and prob-
ably will ever have.” The two men really were close — 
Groucho even let Mr. Elliott shave him with an electric ra-
zor.102 

Gambling 

• Even good people can be distracted from what is really im-
portant. At one time, comedian Phil Silvers was accustomed 
to bet quite a lot of money on sports games. Once, he visited 
with his mother for a day, and he had her radio tuned to a 

 
101 Source: Barry Dougherty, A Hundred Years, A Million Laughs, pp 
64-65. 
102 Source: Will Harris, “A Chat with Elliott Gould, Co-star of ‘The 
Caller.’” Bullz-eye.com. 29 April 2009 <http://www.bullz-
eye.com/movies/interviews/2009/elliott_gould.htm>. 
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game he had bet on. At the end of the day, he realized that 
he had spent the day with his mother, but he couldn’t remem-
ber a single thing she had said because he had been listening 
to the game, not to her.103 

• Chico Marx loved to gamble, and he gambled all of his 
money away. His famous brother Harpo, however, managed 
to save much of his earnings. Once, Chico was asked how 
much money he had lost gambling. He replied, “Find out 
how much Harpo has. That’s how much I’ve lost!”104 

Gays and Lesbians 

• Jennie McNulty is both an out comedian and a defensive 
back for the California Quake women’s football team. She 
performs at military bases in Iraq and on Olivia cruises for 
lesbians and at other gay-friendly venues. While performing 
on military bases, she couldn’t delve deeply into gay matters 
when the military had a “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy, but she 
found a way to make a point: “I love doing the military 
shows. I have to do what I call ‘don’t ask, don’t tell’ shows, 
so I just don’t bring up anything relationship-wise, but I’m 
decked out in rainbow gear from head to toe — Richard Sim-
mons would look straighter than I do performing there.” For-
tunately, she comes back to gay-friendly venues, so she says 
that she goes “from ‘don’t ask’ to ‘tell everybody’!” She 
loves the Olivia cruises because of all the lesbians who are 
free to be themselves. Of course, in the big cities gays and 
lesbians can be out and about, but in small towns, doing that 
can be much harder. Ms. McNulty says, “On the Olivia trips, 
you’re dealing with people who live in the middle of the 
country. I had one woman tell me she and her girlfriend had 
to practice holding hands, because they can never hold hands 

 
103 Source: Joe Garagiola, It’s Anybody’s Ballgame, p. 249. 
104 Source: Groucho Marx, Confessions of a Mangy Lover, p. 126. 
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when they’re home. Those crowds are so amazing because 
everyone’s just on cloud nine — they’re totally free to be 
who they are.”105 

• On April 30, 1997, Ellen DeGeneres’ character, Ellen Mor-
gan, came out in the one-hour episode of Ellen titled “The 
Puppy Episode.” The title of the episode was an in-joke: At 
a meeting to get ideas for episodes of the sitcom, someone 
suggested that Ellen’s character get a puppy — an idea that 
was rejected. The real-life Ellen also came out as a lesbian 
on the April 14, 1997, cover of Time with the words, “Yep, 
I’m Gay.” Lots of rumors preceded the coming-out, some-
thing that Ms. DeGeneres had fun with, at one time saying, 
“Yes, the rumors are true. We’ll be revealing that my char-
acter is Lebanese because she enjoys both baba ganoush and 
Casey Kasem.” At the time, comedian Rosie O’Donnell had 
not publicly come out of the closet, and she teased people by 
saying that she really liked Casey Kasem, and so “maybe I’m 
Lebanese, too.”106 

• Lesbian comedian Sabrina Matthews is very out. Some-
times, after watching her act, straight people will tell her, “I 
never met a gay person before.” Ms. Matthews replies by 
stating the obvious, “Yeah, you did — you just didn’t know 
it.” She is also an activist who doesn’t mind scaring straight 
people when they deserve to be scared. One day, in Prov-
incetown, Massachusetts, she noticed a straight family with 
a father, mother, and young son and daughter. Nothing 
wrong with that, of course, but this particular father was 
pointing at and making fun of gay people. Therefore, Ms. 

 
105 Source: Danielle Riendeau, “Interview With Jennie McNulty.” Af-
terellen.com. 10 June 2008 <http://www.afterellen.com/peo-
ple/2008/6/jenniemcnulty>. 
106 Source: Lisa Iannucci, Ellen DeGeneres: A Biography, pp. 36-37, 
43-44. 
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Matthews snuck up behind him and whispered ominously in 
his ear, “How much for the girl?”107 

• Lesbian comedian Vicki Shaw once appeared in a club 
where the manager — a gay man — told her not to do jokes 
about gays, although her jokes were gay friendly. Mean-
while, he had not told the straight male comedians appearing 
with her not to do gay material, although their jokes were 
anti-gay. Ms. Shaw told the manager, “If I can’t do gay ma-
terial, then they can’t do gay material. It’s those jokes that 
tell the redneck drunk that it’s OK to go out and hunt some 
queers. … if those rednecks are out in their truck looking for 
gays to beat up and you and I are walking down the street, 
guess who they’re gonna pick?” The manager allowed her to 
do her gay-friendly material.108 

• British gay comedian Alan Carr’s on-stage persona is very 
much the same as his real-life off-stage persona. Once, as 
Mr. Carr was about to perform, someone told him, “So I’ll 
just leave you 10 minutes so you can get into character.” Mr. 
Carr replied, “Pardon?” Mr. Carr is an out comedian, but he 
does not specifically talk about being gay in his act. His gay-
ness is simply there. When he is off-stage, occasionally driv-
ers will yell at him, “Faggot!” Mr. Carr says, “I haven’t been 
called that since I was at school, so actually I get all nostal-
gic.”109 

 
107 Source: Dara Nai, “Five Lesbian Comics You Might Not Know but 
Should.” 17 September 2007 <http://www.afterellen.com/peo-
ple/2007/9/lesbiancomics>. 
108 Source: Karman Kregloe, “Beaumont Belle: Out Comic Vickie 
Shaw.” 2 May 2006 <http://www.afterellen.com/People/2006/5/vick-
ieshaw2.html>. 
109 Source: Elizabeth Day, “Mr nice guy.” The Observer. 13 April 2008 
<http://arts.guardian.co.uk/theatre/comedy/story/0,,2273165,00.html>. 
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• Lesbian comedian Kate Clinton usually does not believe in 
outing homosexuals who don’t want to be outed, but some-
times more important things — such as politics — make her 
want to out some of her fellow homosexuals. For example, 
after singer Ricky Martin was seen being chummy with 
George W. Bush at his first Presidential Inauguration, Ms. 
Clinton says that she started going into record stores, hang-
ing around big advertisements for Ricky Martin’s newest al-
bum, and telling passersby, “Did you know he’s a big fag?” 
(Later, Mr. Martin outed himself.)110 

• Gay comedian Bob Smith sometimes attends the Gay Pride 
festivities of Juneau, Alaska, where straight people celebrate 
alongside gays and lesbians. He once saw a hot man sitting 
at a bar during the Pride festivities and asked a friend who 
the hot guy was. This reply came back: “Oh, he’s a fisher-
man. He’s straight, but he doesn’t care. A party’s a party to 
him.” By the way, at Juneau Mr. Smith saw a Yukon lesbian 
folksinging group, and as you might expect, they were called 
the Klondykes.111 

• When homophobic people tell lesbian comedian Judy 
Carter that she just hasn’t slept with the right person yet, she 
replies, “You’re right. Do you know any cute homos who 
would be right for me?”112 

Good Deeds 

• When Billy Crystal was attending Marshall University in 
Huntington, West Virginia, he hosted a jazz show on the 
campus radio station, but he ran into a problem: a severe lack 

 
110 Source: Kate Clinton, What the L?, p. 73. 
111 Source: Bob Smith, “Why I Still Love Gay Pride.” 2 July 2006 
<http://www.out.com/print_article.asp?id=18898&catid=16>. 
112 Source: Judy Carter, The Homo Handbook, p. 131. 
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of jazz records. According to Mr. Crystal, in West Virginia 
Roy Clark is considered a jazz musician. (Keep in mind that 
Mr. Crystal is a professional comedian.) To solve his prob-
lem, he wrote a letter to John Hammond, the head of Colum-
bia Records, a music company that has recorded many great 
jazz records. In the letter, Mr. Crystal mentioned his father 
and uncle, who had both been involved in a major way in 
jazz. (He says that he also mentioned Roy Clark and what 
West Virginians thought of him.) In response, Mr. Ham-
mond sent Mr. Crystal 50 classic Columbia jazz albums 
along with a catalog and an offer for Mr. Crystal to buy more 
jazz albums at the low price of $1 each.113 

• Bill Cosby sometimes does favors for friends. One of the 
kids he grew up with is Bootsie Barnes, who became a pro-
fessional saxophone player. He played mostly in small clubs 
for little money, but Mr. Cosby invited him to open for him 
at the Jones Beach Theater on Open Island, where Bootsie 
was able to play for 10,000 appreciative people. In Reno, 
Nevada, one of Bill Cosby’s friends from before he became 
really famous opened up a McDonald’s. To help make the 
opening a success, Mr. Cosby showed up, wearing a red jog-
ging outfit, and signed autographs. One little girl saw his red 
jogging outfit and asked, “Is that Santa Claus?” Her mother 
replied, “No, dear, that’s Bill Cosby. He’s better than Santa 
Claus.”114 

• When comedian Margaret Cho was just starting out, she 
often was too timid to go into the green room (the place 
where entertainers hang out as they wait to perform — and 
after their performances); therefore, she would hang around 
outside the door. One day, the green room was empty, so Ms. 

 
113 Source: Billy Crystal, 700 Sundays, pp. 155-156. 
114 Source: Larry Kettelkamp, Bill Cosby: Family Funny Man, pp. 76, 
104-105. 
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Cho and some of the other newby entertainers she had met 
standing outside the door went in and had a seat. When she 
became a star, Ms. Cho invited into the green room any 
newby entertainers she saw timidly hanging around the 
door.115 

• While entertaining the Desert Storm troops, comedian Jay 
Leno used to eat military food in mess halls and tease the 
troops by exclaiming, “Boy! This stuff is delicious! What is 
this — Thanksgiving dinner? I can’t believe you guys are 
complaining!” The soldiers responded by throwing spoons 
at him. They also gave him a list of people — spouses, par-
ents, other family members, boyfriends or girlfriends — to 
call when he returned to the United States. Mr. Leno person-
ally made all the calls they requested.116 

• As a child actor, Hector Gray had a chance to work with 
comedian Stan Laurel, of Laurel and Hardy fame, in Eng-
land. He remembers that Mr. Laurel was very kind to the 
children, and he often took them — a few at a time — on 
trips to see sights. He was also very generous and bought 
them many children’s books as gifts.117 

Hair 

• While working at Darmstadt, Rudolf Bing knew a come-
dian who was completely bald, but had three wigs with dif-
ferent lengths of hair. The comedian would wear the short-
haired wig for a while, then the medium-haired wig. When 
he finally put on the long-haired wig, he would tell everyone 
he needed a haircut. Whenever the comedian began to wear 

 
115 Source: Caroline Tiger, Margaret Cho, pp. 29, 31. 
116 Source: Bill Adler and Bruce Cassiday, The World of Jay Leno: His 
Humor and His Life, pp. 182-183. 
117 Source: Hector Gray, An Actor Looks Back, p. 6. 



 46 

the short-haired wig again, everyone complimented him on 
his haircut.118 

• When he was a youngster, Billy Crystal loved the Beatles, 
and he wanted to grow his hair long like the Beatles wore 
their hair. Therefore, when he went to the barbershop, he al-
ways asked his barber to leave his hair long in back. Unfor-
tunately, every time he went to the barbershop, the barber 
cut his hair short everywhere, including in back. When Billy 
complained, the barber would explain, “Your mother 
called.”119 

Illnesses and Injuries 

• On April 19, 2005, George Lopez received a new kidney 
that was transplanted from his wife’s body into his. After the 
operation, he joked, “Some people say that my wife and I are 
joined at the hip, but we’re really joined at the kidneys!” His 
wife, Ann, denies that she is a hero because she gave one of 
her kidneys to her husband. Instead, she says that someone 
who gives a kidney to a person he or she does not even know 
is the real hero. Of course, Mr. Lopez, the star of the TV 
sitcom The George Lopez Show, is a very famous person. 
Even though he checked into the hospital under a pseudo-
nym, Tom Ace, he was recognized. When someone called 
him by his pseudonym, the janitor said, “Hey, loco, that’s 
George Lopez.” Actually, Mr. Lopez himself was fooled by 
his own pseudonym. After the operation, the nurses were 
yelling, “Mr. Ace, wake up!” Mr. Lopez thought at first that 
they were yelling at someone else to wake up.120 

 
118 Source: Sir Rudolf Bing, 5000 Nights at the Opera, p. 35. 
119 Source: Billy Crystal, 700 Sundays, p. 142. 
120 Source: Lila and Rick Guzmán, George Lopez: Latino King, pp. 5, 
9-12. 
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• In January 1960, Zero Mostel nearly lost his left leg after 
an accident in which a city bus skidded into him. Doctors 
wanted to amputate, but Dr. Joseph Walker, Chief of Surgery 
for Joint Diseases at Knickerbocker Hospital, managed to 
save the leg. Later, Dr. Wilder gave a presentation to a group 
of surgeons and Mr. Mostel was present to show the results 
of the surgery. Wilder asked Mr. Mostel, “Please show the 
leg,” and Mr. Mostel promptly pulled up his right pajama 
leg, showing a perfect leg. The surgeons had begun a stand-
ing ovation, when Dr. Wilder said to Mr. Mostel, “I’ll kill 
you.” Mr. Mostel then raised the left pajama leg, revealing a 
leg covered with scars. Dr. Wilder then received only light 
applause.121 

• Nightclub comedian Joe E. Lewis got sick, was rushed to 
the hospital, and had to have an operation. His friend Frank 
Sinatra was there as Mr. Lewis was being wheeled into the 
operating room. Mr. Lewis asked him, “What’s the progno-
sis? Don’t b*llsh*t me.” Mr. Sinatra replied, “You’ve got 
about a 50-50 chance.” Mr. Lewis yelled, “Get me out of 
here! I want better odds than that!” Everyone laughed.122 

• Steve Moore is an HIV-positive gay comic who laughs at 
the dark side of life. Once, a woman friend had a mastec-
tomy. Of course, after her operation she was surrounded by 
very sorrowful and excessively solicitous friends, so it was 
a relief when Mr. Moore walked in to visit her and said, 
“Hey, Nancy — nice tit.” She laughed.123 

 
121 Source: Jared Brown, Zero Mostel: A Biography, p. 157. 
122 Source: Barry Dougherty, A Hundred Years, A Million Laughs, p. 
66. 
123 Source: Charles Flowers, editor, Out, Loud, and Laughing, p. 118. 
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Language 

• Comedian Lenny Bruce took comedy into controversial ar-
eas it had never ventured into before. He was concerned 
about language, and he once asked a nightclub audience, 
“Are there any niggers here tonight?” Of course, the crowd 
was shocked, but Mr. Bruce argued that such words as “nig-
ger” were shocking and insulting because they had been sup-
pressed. According to Mr. Bruce, “If President Kennedy 
said, ‘I’m considering appointing two or three of the top nig-
gers in the country to the cabinet,’” the n-word would soon 
lose both its shock value and its ability to insult. (In the au-
dience was a shocked African-American comedian named 
Dick Gregory, who later titled his own autobiography Nig-
ger. He also told Mr. Bruce’s publicist, “This guy is the 
eighth wonder of the world. You have to go back to Mark 
Twain to find anything remotely like him. And if they don’t 
kill him or throw him in jail, he’s liable to shake up the coun-
try.”)124 

• Between 1935 and 1940, Buster Keaton was making films 
in foreign countries. Movies had sound then, so he recorded 
the movies in various languages, learning a sentence in one 
language and recording it, and then learning that sentence in 
another language and recording it, and so on. For one movie, 
he recorded the dialogue in French and in Spanish, and he 
did OK. But his German language instructor noticed a prob-
lem with his German: “Oh, I understand him very well, only 
he’s speaking with a French-Spanish accent.”125  

 
124 Source: Joe Garner, Made You Laugh, pp. 76-77. Normally, I would 
write “n*gger,” but in this case, it does not seem appropriate. 
125 Source: Kevin W. Sweeney, editor, Buster Keaton: Interviews, pp. 
96-97. 
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• Near the end of his life, Monty Python member Graham 
Chapman used to go to college campuses where he showed 
film clips of his work and told anecdotes. (The author of the 
book you are reading now saw Mr. Chapman when he ap-
peared at Ohio University in Athens, Ohio.) He usually be-
gan his talk by asking his audience to hurl verbal abuse at 
him for ten seconds. Why? According to Mr. Chapman, “It 
would certainly save a lot of time later on.”126 

• In his stand-up act, comedian Drew Carey uses a lot of pro-
fanity, but of course on his TV sitcom The Drew Carey Show 
he could not use nearly as much profanity as he does in his 
stand-up comedy. In fact, he remembers his first memo from 
the network censor, who wrote about the script for an epi-
sode, “Please note the excessive use of ‘h*ll’ and ‘d*mn’ 
found on pages 4, 20, 21, 22, 28, 38, 40, and 52, and reduce 
this number by half.”127 

• Will Rogers developed his writing skills in vaudeville. At 
first his was a dumb act — meaning he didn’t speak in it. 
However, Will wanted to impress his audience with the dif-
ficulty of some of his tricks — such as throwing two ropes 
simultaneously and roping both a horse and its rider — and 
so he began talking to the audience. The audience found Will 
and his Oklahoma accent pleasing, and he began to make 
jokes.128 

• It can hurt you not to know your audience. Stand-up come-
dian Judy Carter once opened for Jim Nabors in Kansas, 
where she said, “You know what really p*sses me off?” Big 

 
126 Source: David Morgan, Monty Python Speaks, p. 294. 
127 Source: Ann Graham Gaines, Drew Carey, p. 65. 
128 Source: E. Paul Alworth, Will Rogers, pp. 19-20. 
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mistake. Kansas audiences in general and Jim Nabors fans 
in particular find the word “p*sses” offensive.129 

• Comedian Phyllis Diller was a frequent visitor to the Play-
boy Mansion in Chicago, Illinois. The door to the Playboy 
Mansion bears a brass plate with this Latin inscription: “Si 
Non Oscillas, Non Tintinnare.” (“If You Don’t Swing, Don’t 
Ring.”)130 

Laughs 

• Who wrote the world’s funniest joke? English comedian 
Spike Milligan did. No, that’s not personal opinion. A pro-
fessor studied this subject. Richard Wiseman, of the Univer-
sity of Hertfordshire, posted several jokes online, then asked 
people to vote on which one was the funniest joke. Over 
300,000 people from all over the world did just that. Later, 
after the results were tallied, Professor Wiseman saw some 
1951 footage of the Goons in their very first television ap-
pearance. The footage showed the Goons doing a version of 
the joke voted funniest in the world. And Spike Mulligan had 
written the jokes in that footage. So what is the funniest joke 
in the world? Updated for modern times, it is this: Two peo-
ple go hunting, and a terrible accident occurs, severely injur-
ing and perhaps killing one of the hunters. The uninjured 
hunter gets on his cell phone and calls 911, then sobs as he 
says, “There’s been a terrible accident, and the friend I was 
hunting with is dead!” The 911 operator replies, “Please be 
calm, sir. The first thing we need to do is to make sure that 
your friend is dead.” The 911 operator hears silence on the 

 
129 Source: Judy Carter, Stand-Up Comedy: The Book, p. 150. 
130 Source: Phyllis Diller, Like a Lampshade in a Whorehouse: My Life 
in Comedy, p. 225. 
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telephone for a moment, then he hears the sound of a shot, 
and the hunter says, “OK. Now what?”131 

• Buddy Hackett was dining with a group of comedian 
friends when a woman approached the table and said that she 
wanted to tell a joke. Mr. Hackett told her, “Lady, go tell 
your joke at a table where amateurs are sitting. We’re pro-
fessionals here. We got all the jokes we can handle.” By the 
way, if you ever want to make a comedian angry, here’s an 
excellent way to do it. Buddy Hackett almost had a role in 
Martin Scorsese’s excellent movie Goodfellas. Mr. Scorsese 
even came over to Buddy’s house and explained Buddy’s 
role in the movie — he would be in the background telling 
part of a joke. Buddy walked over to a window, then invited 
Mr. Scorsese to come over and look at the view. Buddy 
asked him, “Isn’t that a beautiful lawn?” Mr. Scorsese 
agreed that it was a beautiful lawn. Buddy then told him, 
“Take a real good look because you will never be back in 
this house again. Part of a joke! Get the f**k outta here!”132 

• The Marx Brothers and Charlie Chaplin were, as you 
would expect, practical jokers. When they were in vaude-
ville, the Marx Brothers gave Mr. Chaplin a free ticket to 
their show. He showed up, but all during their act he ignored 
them and read a newspaper. Mr. Chaplin then gave the Marx 
Brothers free tickets to see him, but the Marx Brothers gave 
the tickets to some Hasidic Jews. Mr. Chaplin thought that 
the Marx Brothers had dressed up as Hasidic Jews with long 
beards and black hats and black clothing, and he performed 

 
131 Source: Roger Highfield, “The World’s Funniest Joke was Written 
by Spike Milligan.” The Telegraph. 15 June 2006 <http://www.tele-
graph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2006/06/09/njoke09.xml>. 
132 Source: Roger Ebert, “Buddy Hackett Never Lost Sight of Im-
portance of Laughter.” 2 July 2003 <http://www.suntimes.com/out-
put/eb-feature/cst-ftr-xhack02.html>. 
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magnificently, but the Hasidic Jews weren’t into comedy, 
and they left in the middle of his performance.133 

• Fellow comedian Eddie Cantor once wrote Groucho Marx 
asking which were the two biggest laughs he ever received. 
Groucho replied: “Briefly (and quickly) the two biggest 
laughs that I can recall (other than my three marriages) were 
in a vaudeville act called ‘Home Again.’ One was when 
Zeppo came out from the wings and announced, ‘Dad, the 
garbage man is here.’ I replied, ‘Tell him we don’t want 
any.’ The other was when Chico shook hands with me and 
said, ‘I would like to say goodbye to your wife,’ and I said, 
‘Who wouldn’t?’”134 

• In 1956, the Olympics came to Australia — so did satirist 
Stan Freberg. He opened his comedy concerts by parodying 
the carrying of the Olympic torch, which was then making 
its way from town to town in Australia. Mr. Freberg, wearing 
a blue suit, would arrive at the comedy concert venue carry-
ing the Olympic torch and make his way to the stage — 
where he allowed a confederate to use the torch to light his 
cigar.135 

• Ben Blue did a bit in his act as Chandu the Magician that 
George Burns considered hysterically funny. Mr. Blue put a 
man into a big basket, raised the basket about 15 feet above 
the stage, then he shot through the basket. “Blood” began 
dripping onto the stage, but Mr. Blue ignored the blood. As 

 
133 Source: Maxine Marx, Growing Up with Chico, p. 30. 
134 Source: Groucho Marx, The Groucho Letters, p. 239. 
135 Source: Stan Freberg, It Only Hurts When I Laugh, pp. 3-4. 
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Mr. Burns wrote, “For the rest of the act, it kept dripping 
down. It was a riot.”136 

• At his first rehearsal at Glyndebourne, noted conductor 
Fritz Busch raised his baton, then he lowered his arm before 
even a note had been played, and joked to the orchestra, “Al-
ready is too loud.”137 

Letters and E-mails 

• In 2007 and in some previous years, Gabe Kaplan, former 
star of Welcome Back, Kotter, considered himself a D-list 
celebrity. No problem. No one needs to be an A-list celebrity 
to lead a life of wit and intelligence. When Mr. Kaplan re-
ceived an e-mail asking him to fight another D-list celebrity 
in Celebrity Boxing, he knew that he would reject the invita-
tion, but he wanted to do so in a funny way. Therefore, he e-
mailed back a list of silly demands that would have to be met 
before he would fight. For example, he claimed that he had 
become a Hasidic Jew; therefore, when he fought, he would 
have to wear a skullcap and a tzitzit, which Mr. Kaplan ex-
plains is “a body prayer shawl worn under a shirt so that only 
the fringes are visible.” To his surprise, his silly demands 
were taken seriously. This gave him the idea to see what a 
D-list celebrity could get away with. He contacted a reputa-
ble book publisher, claiming that he had broken Wilt Cham-
berlain’s record of sleeping with 20,000 women. The book 
publisher took his claim seriously. He contacted the Post-
master General’s office, saying that he was a good candidate 
to be the first living person whose image would appear on a 
U.S. postage stamp. The Postmaster General’s office 
thought he was serious. He contacted Sioux City, Iowa, to 
see if they would be willing to throw him a gala birthday 

 
136 Source: George Burns, Wisdom of the 90s, p. 117. 
137 Source: Sir Rudolf Bing, 5000 Nights at the Opera, pp. 85-86. 
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parade, complete with floats. The good people of Sioux City, 
Iowa, were willing. Eventually, he got the idea of putting his 
e-mails and their responses into a book. Most people were 
good sports and gave him permission — and the good people 
of Sioux City, Iowa, let Mr. Kaplan know that they were still 
willing to throw him a gala birthday parade, complete with 
floats. Therefore, in 2007 Mr. Kaplan celebrated his birthday 
with a gala parade in Sioux City, Iowa. (By the way, Mr. 
Kaplan’s book is titled Kotter’s Back: E-mails From a 
Faded Celebrity to a Bewildered World.)138 

• Hunter “Patch” Adams, M.D., once wrote a fund-raising 
letter for a charity. The 2-page letter, which was actually 
mailed and which was successful in raising funds, was en-
tirely written in Greek. Why did he do this? He explains that 
he gets “so many fund-raising letters that they all start to 
look the same and they might as well be in Greek.”139 

Media 

• When Kathryn Grant — the future Mrs. Bing Crosby — 
was 18 years old, she had a chance to interview famous stars 
Bob Hope and Joan Fonteyn. Unfortunately, she nearly 
caused a disaster by asking Ms. Fonteyn how old she was. 
Fortunately, Mr. Hope smoothed things over by saying, 
“Making allowances for your youth and inexperience, we 
still can’t let you talk to a great star that way. Now, here’s 
what you should have asked.” Mr. Hope then asked Ms. Fon-
teyn a series of questions that both elicited the information 
needed for the future Ms. Crosby to write an interesting 

 
138 Source: Gabe Kaplan, “You’ll let me do what?” The Los Angeles 
Times. 4 August 2007 <http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/com-
mentary/la-oe-kaplan4aug04,0,6491903.story?coll=la-news-comment-
opinions>. 
139 Source: Cal and Rose Samra, Holy Humor, p. 146. 
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newspaper column and flattered Ms. Fonteyn at the same 
time. Ms. Crosby writes, “It was a gentle and instructive re-
buke from a master craftsman, and I never forgot the lesson 
that it instilled. Months later, when the callow teenager in-
terviewed Bing for her paper, she was ready to snare a su-
perstar and a husband with a far more subtle approach.”140 

• As a boy, W.C. Fields had a unique way of peddling news-
papers. He juggled the folded newspapers, and he yelled out 
teasers about the stories inside the newspapers. However, he 
ignored regular news stories and instead boosted unusual 
stories, such as “Bronislaw Gimp acquires license for two-
year-old sheepdog. Details on page 26.”141 

• Lesbian comic Robin Tyler had an interesting early career. 
She became a Judy Garland impersonator at a bar for gay 
men in New York. After the police raided the bar, she was 
arrested along with several men in drag. The New York Post 
ran this odd headline: “44 Men and 1 Woman Arrested for 
Female Impersonation.”142 

Mishaps 

• Being one of the Three Stooges — Moe, Larry, and Curly 
— sometimes involved sacrifice. In 1936, the Stooges made 
the comedy short Ants in the Pantry. In it, the Stooges are 
pest exterminators, but business is slow, so their boss finds 
a way to get more customers: “If they don’t have any bugs, 
give them some!” Therefore, the Three Stooges start putting 
mice, ants, and moths in future customers’ houses. During 

 
140 Source: Richard Grudens, The Spirit of Bob Hope: One Hundred 
Years, One Million Laughs, pp. xiii-xiv. This anecdote comes from Ms. 
Crosby’s “Afterword” to this volume. 
141 Source: Jack Mingo, The Juicy Parts, p. 113. 
142 Source: Ed Karvoski, Jr., A Funny Time to be Gay, p. 23. 
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filming, a container of red ants broke in Moe’s pocket, and 
they started swarming inside his clothing, leading to a lot of 
squirming by Moe. The director, Preston Black, loved it, 
saying, “Great, Moe! Keep up that squirming!” Moe remem-
bers, “It was very funny — to everyone but me.” Also in 
1936, the Stooges made Slippery Silks. In this short, over 150 
pies were thrown, and Moe ended up with a sore arm and a 
sore face because the pies that he did not throw were thrown 
at him. The other Stooges also suffered injuries: Larry lost a 
tooth while making one short, and Curly once got hit in the 
head while making a short and had to be attended to by a 
doctor. The doctor cut away some of Curly’s hair so he could 
attend to his wound, and then he glued back the hair so Curly 
could resume shooting the short. (Curly is usually bald, but 
in a few shorts he has hair.)143 

• Jane Russell and Bob Hope once entertained at the Para-
mount Theater in New York. Ms. Russell had trouble drop-
ping off to sleep — too many drunks made noise in the hall-
ways of her hotel across the street. One day she overslept, 
threw a fur coat across her nightgown, and then ran across 
the street where Mr. Hope was getting ready to introduce her. 
Standing in the wings, Ms. Russell threw open her fur coat, 
showing Mr. Hope her nightgown. Mr. Hope giggled, then 
told several more jokes, giving Ms. Russell time to put on a 
sequined gown and some lipstick.144 

• Christa Miller co-starred as the character Kate in The Drew 
Carey Show. One day, she complained about an odor in her 
trailer. She had checked the refrigerator, but the odor was 

 
143 Source: Moe Howard, Moe Howard and the Three Stooges, pp. 81, 
88, 101. 
144 Source: Richard Grudens, The Spirit of Bob Hope: One Hundred 
Years, One Million Laughs, p. xii. This anecdote comes from Ms. Rus-
sell’s “Foreword” to this volume. 
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not coming from there. Another co-star of the show, Ryan 
Stiles, asked whether she had checked the microwave. She 
had not, and when she did check the microwave, she found 
roast beef that had been sitting there — and rotting — for 
over a week.145 

• Homero Blancas once hit a bad shot that bounced off a 
palm tree and ended up in the bra of a spectator. He asked 
Chi Chi Rodriguez what he should do. Chi Chi replied, “I 
think you should play it.”146 

 
145 Source: Kathleen Tracy, Home Brewed: The Drew Carey Story, p. 
95. 
146 Source: S. Claus, Holiday Cheer for the 19th Hole, p. 29. 
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CHAPTER 4: From Money to Practical Jokes 

Money 

• Lesbian comic Rebecca Drysdale went to Sarah Lawrence 
College, and she fell in love with comedy and show business. 
Also attending Sarah Lawrence was Jordan Peele, now of 
MADtv fame. The two ignored classes, choosing instead to 
spend time improvising together. Eventually, Ms. Drysdale 
said to Ms. Peele, “I’m going to Chicago [to Second City]. 
Do you want to come?” Ms. Peele was willing: “Yeah. All 
right. Let me just go get my hat.” Ms. Drysdale does well, 
but occasionally — the result of pursuing a career that lacks 
a steady paycheck — she needs to borrow money from her 
parents. Of course, she has promised to pay them back — 
and to buy them a house in the south of France. Now, when-
ever she needs to borrow money, the house in the south of 
France gets a little bigger. When her father hands over the 
money, he says, “Well, that’s the fountain. That’s the art stu-
dio, the music room.” Ms. Drysdale says, “It’s turning into 
an extremely nice house in the south of France. But I will 
make good on it.”147 

• Comedian Fred Allen was generous with handouts to 
moochers, and whenever he went out, he stuffed dollar bills 
into his pockets to give away. Of course, his reputation for 
generosity became well known, and moochers used to wait 
for him so they could cadge a dollar handout. Being human, 
Mr. Allen sometimes grew tired of always being hit up for 
cash, so when he left his NBC studio, he tried to outwit the 
moochers by leaving through a different door, choosing one 
of eight widely separated exits. But whatever way he exited 
the building, the moochers were waiting. Eventually, he 

 
147 Source: Dara Nai, “Interview With Rebecca Drysdale.” 29 January 
2008 <http://www.afterellen.com/people/2008/1/rebeccadrysdale>. 
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figured out that the moochers had placed a spotter inside 
NBC. Mr. Allen would head toward an exit, and the spotter 
would rush outside and tell the moochers which exit Mr. Al-
len was using.148 

• Comedian Jackie Gleason spent lots of money even when 
he didn’t have lots of money. He had a tab at the Villa Capri 
in Hollywood, where he ran up the bill until he owed the 
Villa Capri owner, Patsy D’Amore, $5,000 — a huge 
amount of money in 1950. He then left Hollywood — and 
his unpaid bill — for three years. When he returned, he in-
vited some friends at dinner at the Villa Capri, where they 
ran up a bill of $75. Mr. Gleason then wrote a check for 
$6,000 and gave it to Mr. D’Amore, saying, “I’m a big tip-
per.” In addition, Mr. Gleason once ran up so big a tab at the 
bar of his friend Toots Shor that he told Toots that he felt 
like he couldn’t use his signing privilege anymore. Toots, a 
true friend, told him that if he didn’t want to sign his own 
name, then he should sign Toots’ name. Mr. Gleason bor-
rowed $20 from Toots, used it to tip some servers (a big tip), 
then joked, “Hey, I personally am always good for a C-note 
[$100], but you guys all know how cheap Toots is.”149 

• British music-hall comedian Ken Dodd made people laugh 
for over 50 years, debuting in 1954 and still entertaining at 
the end of 2007. Unfortunately, he did get in trouble with the 
tax people in the late 1980s because of £700,000 in 20 off-
shore bank accounts — which he allegedly had not declared. 
Of course, because he is a comedian, his trial (which ended 
with him being declared not guilty) had some light moments. 
For example, at one point the judge asked him what 

 
148 Source: Arnold M. Auerbach, Funny Men Don’t Laugh, pp. 153-
154. 
149 Source: James Bacon, How Sweet It Is: The Jackie Gleason Story, 
pp. xiii-xiv, 75. A C-note is a $100 bill. 
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£330,000 in a suitcase felt like. Mr. Dodd replied, “The notes 
are not heavy, m’lud.” Mr. Dodd is a gifted comedian. One 
of his best jokes is this: “Men’s legs have a terribly lonely 
life — standing in the dark in your trousers all day.”150 

• In 1915, Eddie Jackson, a singer who later teamed with 
Jimmy Durante and Lou Clayton and performed comedy, 
worked in a bookbindery in Brooklyn under a foreman 
whose name was Al Capone. Mr. Capone liked to bet on 
horse races, but he wasn’t good at it, so he often borrowed 
money from Mr. Jackson. Eventually, Mr. Jackson quit the 
job at the bookbindery, and eventually, Mr. Capone became 
a famous gangster in Chicago, but Mr. Capone didn’t forget 
Mr. Jackson. Whenever Mr. Capone returned to New York 
for a visit, he would see Mr. Jackson perform and throw 
$100 bills at him.151 

• Jack Benny often gave the biggest laughs to other members 
of the cast — he wanted laughter, and he wasn’t particular 
who got it. (This is a characteristic of Mary Tyler Moore on 
The Mary Tyler Moore Show.) Other comedians wanted to 
be the ones who got the laughs. Once, a leading comedian 
read a script for his radio program, then angrily complained 
to his writers that the script made him the highest-paid 
straight man in show business. Writer Goodman Ace replied, 
“Jack Benny makes three times the money you do.”152 

• Comedians have various reasons for going on tour, includ-
ing needing the money to buy a house. For example, Dawn 
French and Jennifer Saunders decided to go on one final tour 

 
150 Source: Michael Howie, “Last of the music hall legends is still tick-
led to take centre stage.” The Scotsman. 2 January 2007 <http://liv-
ing.scotsman.com/features/Last-of-the-music-hall.3632202.jp>. 
151 Source: Irene Adler, I Remember Jimmy, p. 18. 
152 Source: George Burns, All My Best Friends, p. 104. 
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as French and Saunders because Ms. French had seen a 
house in Cornwall that she wanted to buy, but she knew that 
she didn’t have the money to buy it. Sometimes, the house is 
not for the comedian’s personal use. Peter Kay went on a 
“Mum Wants a Bungalow” tour to raise money to buy his 
mother a house.153 

• Jack Benny’s comic persona was that of a man who is very 
tight with money — but in real life he was very generous. 
One night, he did a radio show in which his persona gave a 
large tip because he had forgotten his glasses. Following the 
show, Mr. Benny got into a taxicab, and when he paid his 
fare, he gave his usual large tip. The cabby, who had listened 
to the radio show, looked at the tip, then said, “You sure do 
need your glasses!”154 

• Fred Allen lived frugally, although he gave away great 
sums of money to the poor and needy. When he decided to 
go to Hollywood, he wired an agent to find him and his wife 
a couple of rooms in an inexpensive hotel. The agent wired 
back, suggesting that he stay in a 12-room house. Mr. Allen 
responded with yet another telegram: “Don’t be alarmed. 
You don’t have to let on you know us.”155 

• Opera singer Frances Alda once made a fishing bet with 
Charlie Chaplin. First he bet her a dollar that she wouldn’t 
catch any fish, then he said he would give her a dollar for 
every fish she did catch. After two hours of fishing, she had 
caught 83 fish, so he called off the bet and paid her $83. Ms. 

 
153 Source: Dominic Maxwell, “French and Saunders on the end of their 
partnership.” The Times. 23 September 2008 <http://entertain-
ment.timesonline.co.uk/tol/arts_and_entertainment/stage/comedy/arti-
cle4803859.ece>. 
154 Source: Andrew Hecht, Hollywood Merry-Go-Round, p. 185. 
155 Source: J. Bryan III, Merry Gentlemen (and One Lady), p. 123. 
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Alda knew she would win the bet — she hadn’t told Mr. 
Chaplin that the flounder were running.156 

• Comedian Jackie Gleason was a big spender, even if he had 
to borrow money to spend. He once borrowed $500 from 
friend and bartender Toots Shor, then ordered a limousine to 
drive him and Frank Sinatra fewer than 100 feet to a night-
club where one-armed trumpet player Wingy Malone was 
playing. Jackie kept giving Wingy $100 bills to play “That’s 
a Plenty.”157 

• Comedian Lewis Black had a chance to perform at Villa-
nova University, provided that he did not mock the Catholic 
Church. He replied that if Villanova would pay him $10,000, 
he would believe that the pope was infallible and anything 
else that Villanova wanted him to believe. Unfortunately, 
Villanova turned down his proposal.158 

Mothers 

• Comedian Adam Sandler had a good relationship with his 
mother as he was growing up. In the first grade, he would 
sometimes ask the teacher to excuse him, but instead of go-
ing to the restroom, he would go home. His mother never 
criticized him; she would simply make him a sandwich, and 
then walk him back to school. When Adam was eight years 
old, he entered and won a Punt, Pass, and Kick football tour-
nament. However, because he wanted his mother to be proud 
of him, he waited for over 20 years to tell her how he won 
— he was the only competitor in his age group. Later, after 
he became a class clown and started getting poor grades, his 

 
156 Source: Frances Alda, Men, Women, and Tenors, p. 286. 
157 Source: Bill Zehme, The Way You Wear Your Hat: Frank Sinatra 
and the Lost Art of Livin’, p. 14. 
158 Source: Lewis Black, Me of Little Faith, p. 45. 
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mother yelled at him, “Why don’t you ever try?” Adam rec-
orded her, and then played the recording back to her. He 
says, “She laughed for half an hour.”159 

• Early in his life, Bernie Mac knew that he wanted to be a 
comedian. His mother was crying one day, the television was 
on, and comedian Bill Cosby made an appearance on The Ed 
Sullivan Show. Bernie was present, hoping that his mother 
would stop crying, and soon he saw that she was laughing at 
Bill Cosby even though her tears were still on her cheeks. A 
little later, she was laughing hard, and no one could tell that 
she had been crying. Although Bernie was only about four 
years old, he told his mother, “Mama, that’s what I’m going 
to be. I’m going to be a comedian — so I don’t ever have to 
see you cry.”160 

• Lesbian comedian Judy Gold is a mother who is very happy 
that children today are growing up with less prejudice to-
ward homosexuals than their parents had. One day, a child 
had a play date with her young son. After going home, the 
child complained, “Why can’t I have two moms?”161 

• Comedian Bill Hicks discovered that he could get away 
with a lot on stage if he had the right comeback line. For 
example, he would do a joke about cunnilingus, shocking 
nearly everyone, then say, “My mother wrote that joke.”162 

• Comedian Bob Hope’s mother was funny, too. One of the 
jokes his family told was that when Bob was born, his 

 
159 David Seidman, Adam Sandler, pp. 13-14, 16. 
160 Source: Bernie Mac, I Ain’t Scared of You, pp. ix-x. 
161 Source: Shauna Swartz, “Meet Judy (aka Jewdy) Gold.” 21 Novem-
ber 2006 <http://www.afterellen.com/People/2006/11/judygold.html>. 
162 Source: Cynthia True, American Scream: The Bill Hicks Story, p. 89. 
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mother shouted to her husband, “William, get the doctor 
back. He’s taken the baby and left the stork.”163 

Movies 

• Buster Keaton came up with good gags, but he had to throw 
some of them out of his movies. For example, in The Navi-
gator, he had a gag in which he had to repair his ship under-
water, and a school of fish came near him. A big fish had 
trouble getting through the school of fish, so Buster acted 
like an underwater traffic cop. He took a starfish and let it 
attach itself to his clothing like a badge, and he then stopped 
the school of fish to let the big fish go on its way. (The gag 
took three days to film, and it took 1,500 rubber fish attached 
to violin string.) Unfortunately, the audience did not laugh 
at the gag because it occurred at a place in the movie where 
the audience thought that Buster ought to be serious — he 
had to fix the ship in order to rescue the heroine. Because the 
gag did not get a laugh when he previewed the movie, Buster 
deleted it from the movie. Don’t feel bad for Buster, however 
— he put the gag in a trailer for the movie, and the gag got a 
big laugh.164 

• Occasionally, a comic movie star will be so popular and 
work so hard that he or she seems to be ubiquitous — ap-
pearing in every comic movie. For comic movie star Ben 
Stiller, that happened in the mid-2000s. In 2006, Mr. Stiller 
starred in Night at the Museum, which was written by 
Thomas Lennon and Robert Ben Garant. When he was asked 
if Mr. Stiller was the actor they had in mind when he and Mr. 
Garant wrote the movie, Mr. Lennon replied, “We write 

 
163 Source: Frank Manchel, The Box Office Clowns, p. 10. 
164 Source: Kevin W. Sweeney, editor, Buster Keaton: Interviews, pp. 
42-43, 120-121, 235. 
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every script with Ben Stiller in mind. If you work in Holly-
wood these days, you might as well.”165 

• Early in Lucille Ball’s career, she had a small role in a 
movie titled The Kid from Spain that starred comedian Eddie 
Cantor. In the film, Mr. Cantor ducked and one of the glam-
our girls behind him got hit with a pie that had been meant 
to hit him. Lucy is the glamour girl who volunteered to get 
hit with the pie — none of the other glamour girls wanted to 
do the job. Later, Mr. Cantor told celebrity interviewer Joe 
Franklin that he knew on that day in 1932 that Lucy would 
go far in the business. Why? He explained that Lucy “wasn’t 
afraid to be outrageous.”166 

• Opera singer Helen Traubel provided popular entertain-
ment in addition to her better-known high-brow entertain-
ment. She enjoyed both. For example, while making the film 
Deep in My Heart, she had the pleasure of working with the 
very funny Jim Backus, who was the voice of Mr. Magoo 
and a storyteller of renown. During a break, she laughed so 
hard that tears streamed down her face — a scene she filmed 
immediately afterwards had to be reshot because her mas-
cara had also streamed down her face.167 

• While filming the movie Silver Streak, Richard Pryor held 
on to Gene Wilder’s belt while Mr. Wilder hung out of a 
moving train. During rehearsal, the train went 10 miles per 
hour, but during the actual filming, the train went 50 miles 
per hour. The stunt was dangerous, and Mr. Pryor made a 

 
165 Source: John Anderson, “Ben Stiller: Funny or the heartbreak kid?” 
3 October 2007 <http://www.popmatters.com/pm/news/arti-
cle/49349/ben-stiller-funny-or-the-heartbreak-kid/>. 
166 Source: Joe Franklin, Up Late with Joe Franklin, p. 45. 
167 Source: Helen Traubel, St. Louis Woman, p. 256. 
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promise to Mr. Wilder: If Mr. Wilder fell and was killed, Mr. 
Pryor would jump off the train.168 

Music 

• Comedian Steve Martin played banjo and performed magic 
during his stand-up days as a way to give his act a little extra. 
Later, he decided to get more serious about his music. In 
2009, he spoke about solving a problem, “About 10 years 
ago I did something: I put a banjo in every room. So wher-
ever I was, it was there. I didn’t have to be in the mood to 
play the banjo and say, ‘Oh, who wants to go back to the 
bedroom to pick it up?’ It really helped me. You know, I 
started playing a lot more that way.” Soon, opportunities 
came his way: banjo player Earl Scruggs requested that Mr. 
Martin play on one of Mr. Scruggs’ albums, and The New 
Yorker asked him to host a banjo evening. In 2009, Mr. Mar-
tin went on tour with the North Carolina bluegrass band 
Steep Canyon Rangers, who are family friends. The tour is 
85 percent music and 15 percent talking, but if some humor 
occurs to Mr. Martin, he throws it in.169 

• Some people are brilliant, among them DustoMcNeato, aka 
Dustin McLean, who is a filmmaker in Pasadena. He says, 
“Ever wish songs just sang what was happening in the music 
video? Well now they do ….” DustoMcNeato had the idea 
of taking music videos and rerecording the lyrics so that 
what is sung simply states what is happening in the music 
video. Many people have borrowed this idea, and on 
<youtube.com> are a number of videos that give the “Literal 

 
168 Source: Jim Haskins, Richard Pryor: A Man and His Madness, p. 
103. 
169 Source: Steve Johnson, “Steve Martin reunites with his old stand-up 
partner, the banjo, for serious music.” Chicago Tribune. 23 October 
2009 <http://www.popmatters.com/pm/article/115129-steve-martin-re-
unites-with-his-old-stand-up-partner-the-banjo-for-se/>. 
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Video Version” of famous songs. For example, 
DustoMcNeato’s Literal Video Version of “Head Over 
Heels” by Tears for Fears contains these lyrics: “I’ve got a 
stack of books to return / I wish they were better / Now I’m 
singing in the library / And trying to flirt.” Search 
<youtube.com> for “Literal Video Version” to see this and 
other videos of this kind.170 

• Comedian John Cleese lacks musical talent and is com-
pletely unable to sing. Nevertheless, because of his comedic 
talents, he earned a role in the Broadway musical Half a Six-
pence — with the understanding that he would mime as 
someone else did the necessary singing. However, after 50 
performances, he felt comfortable with the role, so he began 
to join in the chorus — softly. After singing the chorus — 
softly — Mr. Cleese saw the musical’s director, Stanley Le-
bowski, who scowled at him and asked, “John, are you sing-
ing?” Mr. Cleese admitted that he was, and Mr. Lebowski 
told him, “Well, don’t.”171 

• The ivory keys of pianos can get very yellow when they get 
very old — at least, that’s the usual explanation for the color. 
However, Victor Borge used to explain the yellow ivory 
keys on his piano by saying that the elephant had smoked too 
much.172 

• Famed violinist Jascha Heifetz once tried to play Charlie 
Chaplin’s violin, but it made a horrible noise. Mr. Chaplin 
then played it with his left hand doing the bowing, and it 

 
170 Source: DustoMcNeato, “Head Over Heels: Literal Video Version.” 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0TYun-Nq1Q&NR=1>. 
171 Source: William Claxton, Laugh, p. 19. 
172 Source: Dudley Moore, Musical Bumps, p. 17. 
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sounded beautiful. He had put all of the strings on back-
ward.173 

Names 

• Comedian Albert Brooks and singer Linda Ronstadt used 
to date. Ms. Ronstadt has high praise for her former boy-
friend: “He turned me into a real human being.” Mr. Brooks 
agrees: “When I first met her, she was a Volvo.” By the way, 
his father was radio comedian Harry Einstein, who named 
him Albert knowing that neighborhood kids would tease him 
by comparing him to the famed physicist Albert Einstein. 
Chances are, the teasing helped him become a comedian.174 

• Groucho and Harpo Marx once managed a fighter who lost 
many more fights than he won. The Marxes promptly nick-
named him “Canvasback,” but continued to manage his ca-
reer. In one fight, Canvasback was knocked down five times 
in the first round. When the round was over, he tried to sit in 
the fighter’s stool in his corner, but Harpo shoved him aside 
and sat down in his place, then Groucho fanned Harpo.175 

• Mark Linn-Baker and Lewis Black used to perform com-
edy together at Yale University. More or less, they were per-
forming so that they could get enough money to do their 
laundry. Therefore, they called their act The Laundry 
Hour.176 

• Don Adams played Maxwell Smart in the 1960s TV series 
Get Smart. His real name was Donald James Yarmy, but 

 
173 Source: Kevin J. Hayes, editor, Charlie Chaplin: Interviews, p. 49. 
174 Source: Darryl Lyman, The Jewish Comedy Catalog, p. 65 
175 Source: Oscar Levant, A Smattering of Ignorance, pp. 62-63. 
176 Source: Lewis Black, Me of Little Faith, p. 191. 
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actors were called in alphabetical order at auditions. He got 
tired of being called last, so he changed his name.177 

Originals 

• Whoopi Goldberg is a true original. While she was still in 
the process of being born, she put her thumb in her mouth, 
surprising the doctors and nurses. When she was a little girl, 
she asked her mother if she could be a princess. Her mother 
replied that an actress can be anything, and so Whoopi 
started acting. Her two cats were named Lou and Bud, after 
the comedians Lou Costello and Bud Abbot. And when she 
had her own talk show on TV, she invited white supremacist 
Thomas Metzger on. When he advocated the separation of 
the races, she asked him, “Where are you people going, 
’cause I sure […] ain’t leaving.”178 

• Latino comedian George Lopez lives in a very fine house; 
after all, he is a multi-millionaire. In fact, he lives in such a 
fine house that many people, including many Latinos, are 
surprised that a Latino lives there — and owns it. He once 
needed a new roof, and so 15 Mexicans started working on 
it. In the afternoon, Mr. Lopez returned to his house and no-
ticed that no one was working on the roof. He went looking 
for the Mexicans, and he found them having a party in and 
around his pool. One of the Mexicans saw him and said, 
“Hey, vato [dude], jump in. The man’s not home.”179 

• Mel Brooks is the co-creator of the TV series Get Smart. 
One of his contributions to the series was the shoe phone 
worn by Control spy Maxwell Smart. The idea came to Mr. 

 
177 Source: Joey Green, The Get Smart Handbook, p. 233. 
178 Source: Sandor Katz, Whoopi Goldberg, pp. 19, 22, 36, 64-65. 
179 Source: Lila and Rick Guzmán, George Lopez: Latino King, p. 92. 
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Brooks when every phone in his office started ringing, and 
as a joke he took off his shoe and started talking into it.180 

Plagiarism 

• The 1957 B-movie Zero Hour provided inspiration for the 
disaster movie spoof Airplane!, which was created by Jerry 
and David Zucker and Jim Abrahams, aka ZAZ. The movie 
featured a traumatized veteran being forced to land an air-
plane after the pilots and crew and passengers are made ill 
by food poisoning. In fact, many of the plot elements and 
even dialogue for Airplane! are taken directly from Zero 
Hour. For example, the line “We have to find somebody who 
cannot only fly this plane but who also didn’t have fish for 
dinner” appears in both films. Paramount ended up buying 
the rights to Zero Hour so that it would not be accused of 
plagiarizing the film in Airplane!181 

• Mel Brooks and Carl Reiner used to do a comedy routine 
in which Mr. Reiner interviewed Mr. Brooks, who played a 
2,000-year-old man. However, they performed the routine 
only at private parties, not in public. Other comedians were 
impressed by the act. George Burns asked if the routine had 
been recorded on a comedy album yet. It hadn’t, so Mr. 
Burns told them, “If you don’t put it on an album, I’ll steal 
it. I’m serious.” They did, and it became famous.182 

• Many comedians plagiarize, especially early in their ca-
reers. Early in his career, Jackie Mason introduced a come-
dian named Phil Foster. As he did so, he used much of Mr. 
Foster’s own material. When Mr. Mason finished the intro-
duction, Mr. Foster walked out on stage, said, “How do you 

 
180 Source: Joey Green, The Get Smart Handbook, pp. 5-6. 
181 Source: Joe Garner, Made You Laugh, p. 180. 
182 Source: Lawrence J. Epstein, Mixed Nuts, p. 220. 
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do, ladies and gentlemen? You just heard my act, so good 
night.” He then walked off the stage and left the building.183 

• Ollie Joe Prator, a comedian from Michigan, stole other co-
medians’ acts and did not even hide the fact that he was steal-
ing their acts. He would go on the road, do another come-
dian’s act, and tell the comedian later, “Man, you killed in 
Cleveland!”184 

Politics 

• Zero Mostel took the Fifth Amendment when questioned 
by the House Committee on Un-American Activities, per-
haps in part because saying that he was not a Communist 
would have opened him up to prying questions about friends 
of his who may have been Communists. Certainly Mr. Mos-
tel was a leftist when it came to politics. He survived the 
blacklist, partly by working as a nightclub comic at prices 
far lower than he had been receiving, partly by selling paint-
ings, and partly because his wife went back to work. Late in 
life, he starred in The Front, a film about the blacklist that 
also starred Woody Allen. However, Mr. Mostel never for-
gave those who cooperated with the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities. Whenever he met an informer on 
the street, he called out cheerfully (but sarcastically), “Hello, 
Looselips!”185 

• As a magician, Penn Jillette of Penn and Teller fame knows 
that it is possible to “force” a card upon a member of the 
audience when doing a card trick — that is, to make audience 
members choose the card the magician wants them to 
choose, although they think they are freely choosing that 

 
183 Source: Lawrence J. Epstein, The Haunted Smile, p. 116. 
184 Source: Cynthia True, American Scream: The Bill Hicks Story, p. 47. 
185 Source: Jared Brown, Zero Mostel: A Biography, p. 121. 
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card. Occasionally, after Penn explains this, a member of the 
audience will protest that he really did freely choose a par-
ticular card. When this happens, Penn responds, “You must 
have loved the last election.” (The book Mr. Jillette’s quota-
tion comes from was published in 1988.)186 

• In 1948, Harry S. Truman won the election for President of 
the United States. He was already living in the White House, 
having become President after Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s 
death. (Mr. Truman was Mr. Roosevelt’s Vice President.) 
Many people had expected President Truman to lose the 
Presidential election and to have to move out of the White 
House. Following President Truman’s upset victory, come-
dian Bob Hope sent him this short telegram: “UNPACK!”187 

• Satirist Al Franken regularly made fun of disgraced Presi-
dent Richard Nixon, but when he produced a Saturday Night 
Live “Presidential Bash” in 1992, he sent a letter to Mr. 
Nixon, hoping that he would make a personal appearance on 
the show. Unfortunately, as a reply, he received a letter say-
ing no. No problem. Mr. Franklin happily framed the letter 
and now proudly displays it in a room that he has devoted to 
his collection of Nixon memorabilia: a bathroom.188 

• Satirist Al Franken ran seriously for the United States Sen-
ate in 2007 in his native state of Minnesota. How seriously? 
Seriously enough to win. Even when he was in the 7th and 

 
186 Source: Ron Jenkins, Acrobats of the Soul, p. 171. The book Mr. Jil-
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be appropriate following the year 2000 Presidential election. 
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the 8th grades, he was interested in politics, In the 8th grade, 
he gave weekly reports in his social-studies class about what 
was going on in politics, and in the 7th grade, he ran for Class 
President with the slogan, “Never spit in the face of a man 
unless his mustache is on fire.”189 

• Lewis Black and Ron, his brother, occasionally had argu-
ments about politics. For example, Lewis was shocked when 
Ron told him that he was going to vote for H. Ross Perot for 
President. They started shouting at each other, and the argu-
ment ended with Lewis shouting, “Okay, you do that. You 
vote for H. F**king Ross Perot. And you know what I’m 
going to do? I’M GOING TO TELL MOM!”190 

• Even back when he was a stand-up comic, Minnesota Sen-
ator Al Franken was interested in politics. Henry Kissinger 
once personally telephoned the offices of Saturday Night 
Live to request tickets to the show. Mr. Franken answered 
the phone and told him, “No.” When Mr. Kissinger asked 
why he couldn’t get the tickets, Mr. Franken told him, “Be-
cause of the bombing of Cambodia.”191 

• At an airport, lesbian comedian Kate Clinton was wearing 
a “John Kerry: A Stronger America” button during the 2004 
Presidential election when a fundamental Christian couple 
came up to her and said, “A vote for John Kerry will hasten 

 
189 Source: Ariel Levy, “Don’t Laugh.” New York Magazine. 4 Novem-
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190 Source: Lewis Black, Nothing Sacred, p. 50. 
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 74 

the Second Coming.” Ms. Clinton replied, “Does that mean 
you will be leaving soon?”192 

• While in high school, satirist Stan Freberg ran for student 
office and was elected on the strength of two campaign 
promises: 1) he would improve the principal’s office by turn-
ing it into an automatic car wash, and 2) he would improve 
the girls’ locker room by installing an 80-foot picture win-
dow.193 

Practical Jokes 

• Soon after he started working for MAD magazine, writer 
Dick DeBartolo needed an answer to a financial question, 
and only MAD publisher William M. Gaines, whom he had 
never met, could answer that question. His boss, Nick 
Meglin, called up Mr. Gaines — while Mr. DeBartolo was 
still on the telephone line — to arrange an appointment. Un-
fortunately, Mr. DeBartolo could hear every word Mr. 
Gaines said on the telephone: “DeBartolo’s on the phone? 
Who the h*ll wants to speak to him? Did you tell him I’m 
in? Oh, Christ, what the h*ll does he want? He’s a pain in 
the *ss!” Fortunately, when Mr. DeBartolo began speaking 
on the line, Mr. Gaines said, “Dick, I’m pulling your leg. 
Relax. I do that to all the new guys. I like to scare them. 
Welcome to MAD.”194 

• Ben Hecht once started a music group called the Ben Hecht 
Symphonietta. Its members consisted of several of his 
friends: Charles MacArthur, George Antheil, Charlie Le-
derer, and Harpo Marx. Groucho Marx was not invited to be 
a member, and it rankled him. As they were practicing in an 
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upstairs room, Groucho yelled up at them, “Quiet, you lousy 
amateurs!” A few minutes later, no one could have heard the 
ensemble due to the vast sounds of music swelling up from 
the lower floor. Mr. Hecht and the other astonished musi-
cians went downstairs to find the Los Angeles Philharmonic 
playing — Groucho had hired the entire orchestra to come 
and disrupt the rehearsal of the Ben Hecht Symphonietta.195 

• Harpo Marx was a great friend of theatrical critic Alexan-
der Woollcott, and when Harpo announced that he had taken 
up painting, Mr. Woollcott was enthusiastic and wanted to 
see some of his paintings. Harpo was willing, and one day 
Mr. Woollcott walked into Harpo’s art studio. A nude female 
model was posing, and Harpo asked Mr. Woollcott to wait a 
few minutes as he put a few finishing touches on the paint-
ings. So Harpo looked at the nude model and painted a little 
more, and then he allowed Mr. Woollcott to see the painting 
— which depicted not a nude model, but a banana.196 

• Oscar Levant once became interested in the daughter of a 
Los Angeles society family, but she declined to date him un-
til he and a member of his family were introduced to her 
family. Since no members of his family were in LA, Mr. Le-
vant took along Harpo Marx when he visited her family and 
introduced Harpo as his uncle. Big mistake. Within five 
minutes, Harpo had insulted the butler, flirted with the maid, 
and chased the society woman’s mother through the house. 
Of course, Oscar and Harpo were thrown out of the house as 
quickly as possible.197 

 
195 Source: Scott Beach, Musicdotes, p. 79. 
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• Comedians tend to play practical jokes on each other. 
While performing in the Ziegfeld Follies, Eddie Cantor was 
supposed to lift and carry around two empty suitcases, but 
during one performance they were enormously heavy — 
W.C. Fields had filled the suitcases with bricks. Mr. Cantor 
got Mr. Fields back by inviting him to play a game of golf, 
a game that Mr. Fields took seriously. But when Mr. Cantor 
took off his coat upon arriving at the gold course, he was 
wearing his pajamas and slippers and played the entire game 
in his jammies.198 

• Occasionally, practical jokes are played during operatic 
performances. In a performance of La Bohème in Philadel-
phia, Frances Alda was surprised when her fellow singers 
turned toward her on stage with monocles in their eyes. 
When snow fell on stage, mixed with it were such items as 
buttons that hit the top of the bonnet she was wearing. A 
glass of water turned out to be a glass of ink. And when De 
Segurola put on a hat on stage, he discovered that it was 
filled with powder that cascaded over his shoulders.199 

• Phil Silvers once played a joke on Jerry Lewis and Dean 
Martin. Mr. Silvers was suffering from insomnia in a hotel 
and suddenly remembered that the comedy team of Lewis 
and Martin was performing in the lounge. So he put on slip-
pers and a robe, and walked into the lounge, where Lewis 
and Martin were in the midst of their wild shenanigans. The 
famous comedy team saw Mr. Silvers, stopped, and stared. 
Mr. Silvers said, “Fellas, could you hold it down a little? I’m 
upstairs trying to sleep.”200 

 
198 Source: Eddie Cantor and David Freedman, Ziegfeld: The Great 
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• Harpo Marx was always ready to make people laugh on the 
spur of the moment, and he often poked fun at dignified peo-
ple. Once a dignified woman (whom Harpo didn’t know) got 
out of a taxi in front of a hotel, and Harpo picked her up, ran 
with her to the hotel desk, and told the clerk, “Register us 
quickly!”201 

• Practical joker Hugh Troy once heard the owner of a small 
general store say that he was due to take inventory soon. So 
Mr. Troy went to another store, bought $20 worth of items 
that the small general store carried, then smuggled them into 
the general store and put them on the shelves. Mr. Troy’s 
name for his action was “Shop-stuffing. Makes a nice change 
from shop-lifting, don’t you think?”202 

• In Act 4 of Puccini’s La Bohème, Mimi lies dying of tuber-
culosis, and Musetta gives her a muff to keep her hands 
warm. Frederick Jägel once surprised the singer playing the 
role of Mimi. When she slipped her hands inside the muff, 
she discovered a warm Polish sausage.203 

• Comedian Brad Stein liked to sneak a couple of ketchup 
packets on board airplanes. After the plane had taken off, he 
would secretly squirt the ketchup below each ear, then point 
to his ears and ask the flight attendant, “Is this supposed to 
happen?”204 

• When comedian Jay Leno, host of The Tonight Show, was 
in high school, he used to sneak into the girls’ bathroom, 

 
201 Source: George Burns, All My Best Friends, p. 189. 
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pour water into the Kotex dispenser, then watch it expand 
and tear itself from the wall.205 

 
205 Source: Bill Adler and Bruce Cassiday, The World of Jay Leno: His 
Humor and His Life, p. 4. 
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CHAPTER 5: From Prejudice to Work 

Prejudice 

• British comedian Omid Djalili’s family came from Iran, 
but he is not a Muslim (he is a Baha’i); however, because of 
his genetics, he looks foreign to some of his fellow Brits, and 
that can lead to misunderstandings. For example, at 
Heathrow Airport, he looked anxiously at two men who 
seemed suspicious to him: they were muttering and bearded. 
He then looked at his fellow Brits, and he saw that they were 
anxiously looking at him. He says, “I shouted at people and 
said, ‘What are you looking at me for? Can’t you see those 
blokes over there?’ I had a real go at them, which made 
things worse. People just got upset and averted their eyes and 
I ended up muttering to myself.” This story is important be-
cause, as British journalist Ginny Dougary writes, “One 
slight problem with this is that his bearded brethren were 
doubtless just as innocent as Djalili. But it’s still a relief to 
hear a comedian having the guts to examine prejudice from 
his own perspective, only to demonstrate how he is also the 
victim of the same nervy thought poison.”206 

• Early in his career, Jewish comedian Milton Berle — then 
little more than an adolescent — worked on the same bill as 
Frank Fay, a comedian who was known for a lack of sensi-
tivity. Because Frank Fay was annoyed that Milton was 
standing in the wings, he told the stage manager, “Get the 
little kike out of the entrance.” Shocked, Milton complained 
to his mother, who told him that probably Frank Fay had said 
“tyke,” not “kike.” Milton then listened carefully to what 
Frank Fay said the next time the two were close together, 

 
206 Source: Ginny Dougary, “Omid Djalili, seriously funny.” The 
Times. 22 March 2008 <http://entertain-
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and when Frank Fay told the stage manager, “I told you to 
keep that little Jew bastard out of the wings,” Milton person-
ally and immediately made sure that Frank Fay felt a strong 
urge to visit a hospital.207 

• Many years ago, the Seacrest Hotel of North Falmouth, 
Massachusetts, was restricted — meaning that it did not wel-
come Jews. When new managers took over the hotel, they 
decided to concoct a fictitious name for the new owner to 
show Jews that the hotel was no longer restricted. The name 
they decided on was Milton Q. Shapiro. Although “Milton 
Q. Shapiro” was completely fictitious and never existed, 
some would-be guests tried to bluff their way onto the prem-
ises when the hotel was filled to capacity by saying, “I’ll 
have you know, I am a very close friend of Milton Q. 
Shapiro. He was a classmate of mine in college and a frater-
nity brother besides.”208 

• In Chappell’s Show, comedian Dave Chappell attacked 
racism by playing such characters as a white supremacist 
who happened to be blind as well as black. Unfortunately, 
although most people recognized that racism was the real 
target of the subversive humor, some racists took it literally 
and congratulated Mr. Chappell for holding the same views 
that they did. Mr. Chappell was so shocked that he stopped 
making his TV show and stopped making the millions of dol-
lars that went with making his TV show.209 
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• Kathy Nijimy and Maureen Gaffney are actor-comedians 
who created “The Kathy and Mo Show: Parallel Lives.” 
They performed it at a lot of women’s music festivals, where 
they discovered that gay people are just as likely as straight 
people to make assumptions about other people. At the 
women’s music festivals, everyone assumed that Kathy and 
Mo were gay. In straight society, straights tend to assume 
that everyone is straight.210 

• Brett Butler, star of TV’s Grace Under Fire, once heard a 
bigot engaging in gay-bashing in a public place. She fol-
lowed him outside and told him, “You’ve got to be really 
careful where you gay-bash.” Of course, he asked, “Why?” 
She replied, “Because I know a lot of faggots who can kick 
your *ss — if the dykes don’t get you first.”211 

• Stand-up comedian Laura Kightlinger has had nights when 
she has been on stage and men in the audience have called 
out to her such things as “Sit on my face” and “Show us your 
tits.” Ms. Kightlinger says, “In other words, I’m no different 
from any woman walking down the street.”212 

Problem-Solving 

• Comedian Bill Hicks started performing before he could 
drive. He heard about amateur night at a club called the 
Comedy Workshop, so he called, asked for, and got permis-
sion to perform from the manager. Unfortunately, his parents 
told him that he couldn’t perform. Not an insoluble problem. 
Bill sneaked out of the house through his second-story 
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window and met a friend who was old enough to drive him 
to the club. Bill was popular with the comedians at the Com-
edy Workshop and with his classmates, but a principal heard 
his act, then told him, “You have the sense of humor of a 
3rd-grader.” Bill replied, “Well, then, you must have the 
comprehension of a 2nd-grader.”213 

• In 1965, the Friars Club, whose members are comedians, 
roasted Soupy Sales with comic insults. Mr. Sales and eve-
rybody else enjoyed themselves, but Friars Club member 
Brian Dougherty ran into a problem: He had to go to the 
bathroom, but he didn’t want to miss any of the jokes. For-
tunately, Mr. Dougherty is a problem-solver. He whispered 
to Marty Allen, who was sitting next to him at a table with 
an overhanging tablecloth, “Hand me that pitcher.” With a 
relieved bladder, Mr. Dougherty was able to laugh even 
harder.214 

• Early in his career, comedian Tim Conway worked with his 
friend Ernie Anderson in television in Cleveland, Ohio. Mr. 
Anderson had a locally produced, low-budget show called 
Ernie’s Place; unfortunately, people did not want to appear 
on the show as guests. No problem. Mr. Conway simply ap-
peared as the guest for each episode. His occupation changed 
from episode to episode, but his name remained the same — 
Dag Herford.215 

• When country comedian Jerry Clower started to make it 
big in show business, he decided to get a fancy Rolex watch, 
but he discovered that all of them had Roman numerals on 
the watch face, and he didn’t like Roman numerals. 

 
213 Source: Bill Hicks, Love All the People, pp. 90-91. 
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Fortunately, he was able to easily solve that problem. He 
hired a watchmaker to take a watch face from an inexpensive 
Sears and Roebuck watch and put it on the expensive Rolex 
watch.216 

• Bob Woodruff, who once headed Coca-Cola, and ventrilo-
quist Edgar Bergen went hunting. Both shot at a wild turkey, 
which fell dead, but both claimed to have made the shot that 
killed the turkey. Mr. Bergen said, “There’s only one way to 
settle this.” He picked up the dead turkey and asked, “Who 
shot you, turkey?” The turkey replied, “You did, Bergen.”217 

• When African-American comedian Chris Rock joined the 
cast of Saturday Night Live, he noticed that when he wore 
such clothing as jeans and a T-shirt or sweats, the security 
guards would often ask him to show his ID. To solve that 
problem, Mr. Rock started dressing up in suits whenever he 
was around the set of Saturday Night Live.218 

• Carl Reiner, creator, writer, and producer of The Dick Van 
Dyke Show, sometimes wanted an extra 15 seconds to save a 
good joke when an episode was a little too long. He once 
saved a good joke by going through an episode and cutting a 
single frame from each scene.219 

• The Domestic Resurrection Circus ends each year with an 
exorcism of one of the forces of evil. One year, a Mother 
Earth puppet set the military-industrial complex on fire. 
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Another year, the Specter of Hunger succumbed to a fiery 
death. Art and activism can make us feel better.220 

Sports 

• Bill Cosby was an athlete before he became a stand-up co-
median and movie and TV star. He once became the high-
jump champion of the Middle Atlantic Conference by psych-
ing out his opponents. He had not been jumping well, man-
aging to clear only about six feet. However, at the meet a 
bump was on the approach to the high jump, and a few ath-
letes had complained about it. Soon, Bill’s voice was heard 
coming loudly from a tent: “There’s really a terrible bump 
out there. There’s no way anybody is going to jump over 
five-ten today.” Mr. Cosby won the championship with a 
jump of only six feet, which was actually a short height in 
that event.221 

• Comedian Bernie Mac admires baseball player Pete Rose, 
aka Charlie Hustle. He tried to imitate Mr. Rose — once. 
Playing softball, he tried to steal second base. Trying to beat 
the throw to second, he slid headfirst — and tore off a bunch 
of skin on his chest. Normally, Mr. Mac’s skin is black, but 
for a while after that slide, his chest was pink. Mr. Mac says 
about Charlie Hustle, “Now tell me he don’t belong in the 
Hall of Fame.”222 

• Dick Van Dyke was tall at a very young age — 6-foot-1 at 
age 11. Because of his height, he tried out for the basketball 
team. However, he lacked coordination and warmed the 
bench all season. He had a chance to play in only one game 
— but unfortunately, when he jumped up to go on the court, 
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his pants caught a splinter in the bench and the seat ripped 
out.223 

Television 

• The world’s strangest comedian could very well be Andy 
Kaufman. One of his alter egos was Tony Clifton, an obnox-
ious jerk. While co-starring on Taxi, Mr. Kaufman wanted 
Tony Clifton to appear, but he insisted that he and Tony have 
separate contracts, separate dressing rooms, and separate 
parking spaces (although Mr. Kaufman, of course, was Tony 
Clifton). The good people at Taxi liked Mr. Kaufman, so 
they granted his wishes, but they soon discovered that Tony 
Clifton was not the right character to have on the show, so 
they decided not to use him. Mr. Kaufman, in the character 
of Tony Clifton, was outraged, and he yelled, “If you’re go-
ing to fire me, you better bring security guards, and I want 
to be fired on stage.” The good people at Taxi liked Mr. 
Kaufman, so they granted his wishes, and they fired Tony 
Clifton on stage. Mr. Kaufman, in the character of Tony Clif-
ton, put on a great act, yelling at the Taxi head honchos, 
“You’ll never work in this town again.” Of course, security 
guards escorted Tony Clifton out of the building (just as Mr. 
Kaufman, in the character of Tony Clifton, had wanted), and 
soon afterward, Mr. Kaufman, in the character of Mr. Kauf-
man, walked in the building, acted like nothing had hap-
pened, and did not mention Tony Clifton.224 

• Back when Johnny Carson was king of late-night television 
as host of The Tonight Show, Drew Carey — and every other 
standup comedian — dreamed of getting on the show. They 
also dreamed of being called over by Mr. Carson to sit on 
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the couch — something he did only when he really, really 
liked a comedian’s act. Unfortunately, Mr. Carey missed his 
first chance to be on The Tonight Show. While he was out of 
town, he did not check his messages, and when he returned 
to LA, he heard the message inviting him to be on The To-
night Show. He called The Tonight Show immediately, of 
course, but unfortunately they had already found another 
comic. The booker told Mr. Carey, “We’ll get back to you.” 
Mr. Carey took the mishap well, figuring that when The To-
night Show called again, he would have more experience and 
be funnier. Sure enough, The Tonight Show did call him 
again — two years later. Mr. Carey was very, very funny, 
and Mr. Carson invited him to sit on the couch. This TV ap-
pearance started many good things for Mr. Carey, who said, 
“I would take a bullet for Johnny Carson.”225 

• Ray Romano was happy when his TV sitcom Everybody 
Loves Raymond premiered. His wife, Anna, was in New 
York, and Ray was in Los Angeles. Ray decided to celebrate 
with a friend named Kevin James in Las Vegas, and he tele-
phoned Anna to tell her, “Hey, my show aired last night. You 
know what? Millions and millions of people saw me on TV.” 
Ray admits that at the time, “I’m just goofing around with 
this bravado.” He then added in his conversation with Anna, 
“OK? So that’s why I’m doing what I’m doing, ’cause I am 
a TV STAR.” She told him, “You’re still the d**k I mar-
ried.” Ray laughs and says, “That’s good for me. There’s 
somebody in my life you get the truth from.” By the way, 
when the producer of The Late Show with David Letterman 

telephoned him to express interest in developing a TV sit-
com around him — the sitcom that became Everybody Loves 
Raymond — the producer said, “Just want you to know 
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we’re interested. Don’t sign with anybody else because 
we’re interested.” Ray replied, “There IS nobody else.”226 

• The Bob Newhart Show is a much-beloved TV sitcom fea-
turing Mr. Newhart as psychologist Bob Hartley and Su-
zanne Pleshette as Emily, his wife, a schoolteacher. In the 
sitcom, Bob and Emily are childless because Mr. Newhart 
did not want a show where the children use big words and 
are much more intelligent than their lovable but bumbling 
father. However, for the 6th season of the show, Mr. 
Newhart read a script in which Emily announced that she 
was pregnant. When he was asked what he thought about the 
script, he replied, “I think it’s a very funny script — who are 
you going to get to play the part of Bob?”227 

• Performers in television need to make their marks; that is, 
they need to stand in certain spots so that the camera opera-
tors can properly do their jobs. However, some performers 
in the days of live television declined to worry about making 
their marks. For example, comedian Jackie Gleason moved 
where the spirit moved him. When a camera operator com-
plained, Mr. Gleason told him, “Well, pal, since I’m the star 
of this show, and your camera has wheels, just who in the 
h*ll do you think is going to move their *ss?”228 

• Tommy Smothers, one of the two famous Smothers Broth-
ers, was a genius at overcoming censorship. Back when sat-
irist Pat Paulsen was running for President, network censors 
were very nervous about what Mr. Paulsen might do and say. 
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As a producer, Tommy made Mr. Paulsen fidget during tap-
ings, thus accomplishing two things: 1) making Paulsen the 
politician appear shifty, and 2) making editing the tapes im-
possible because of the technological limitations of the 
1960s.229 

• Groucho Marx could be cynical about such things as poli-
ticians and marriage, but when satirist Paul Krassner asked 
him what gave him hope, Groucho answered, “People.” Of 
course, Groucho met many people as the host of You Bet 
Your Life, and his favorite contestant was an elderly gentle-
man who was happy. Groucho asked what made him happy, 
and the elderly gentleman replied, “Every morning I get up, 
and I make a choice to be happy that day.”230 

• Comedian Martin Short has created many characters, in-
cluding his favorite, talk-show host Jackie Rogers, Jr., whom 
he created when he was just a kid. Often, he would perform 
a variety show with Mr. Rogers as host. The venue was his 
family’s attic, and the audience was a tape recorder. Mr. 
Short says, “In my mind, I would see this show airing on 
NBC-TV at 8:30 on Thursday nights. But it was only every 
other week because I was far too hip for weekly TV.”231 

• Larry David, one of the creators of Seinfeld, did not want 
the show to be one of the sentimental varieties of sitcoms in 
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which everyone hugs at the end after learning a lesson. This 
is evident in the way in which Seinfeld showed that each of 
the main characters could at times be shallow and manipula-
tive. In fact, people involved with the show wore jackets that 
bore this motto: “No Hugging, No Learning.”232 

• During an appearance on the quiz show You Bet Your Life, 
a man was completely paralyzed by stage fright and could 
not speak a word. Groucho Marx said to the audience, “Ei-
ther this man is dead, or my watch has stopped.”233 

Travel 

• Americans can be incredibly ignorant about other coun-
tries. When he was a young man, comedian Lewis Black 
traveled throughout Europe, and unfortunately in France he 
was able to speak very little French. He asked about the lo-
cation of a bathroom, but the French proprietor of the very 
inexpensive lodgings simply pointed to an odd contraption 
that looked like a toilet without a seat but with running water. 
Mr. Black crapped in the contraption, and he learned that it 
is a bad idea to crap in a bidet because you have to clean the 
crap up. Of course, people from other countries can also be 
ignorant about the United States. Mr. Black’s grandfather 
emigrated to the U.S., where he once got in trouble because 
he had not paid his taxes. When the tax people informed him, 
“You have to pay taxes every year,” he replied, “Really? I 
didn’t know.”234 

• Life on the road can be hard for a stand-up comedian. For 
a while, Margaret Cho was so busy that she often woke up 
not knowing in which city she was performing. Whenever 
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that happened, she would look for a telephone book to find 
out where she was. While sleeping in her own home, she oc-
casionally had a nightmare about missing a flight. She would 
wake up, quickly get dressed and pack a bag, then realize 
that this was a rare day off and she didn’t have to travel an-
ywhere.235 

• Comedian Rita Rudner once rented a house in the Kensing-
ton area of London, England. On her first morning in the 
house, she went to her terrace and looked out over the neigh-
borhood, where she saw a group of horses sunning them-
selves. This sounds normal — but the horses were on the 
top-story balcony of a high-rise. No, this was not a drug-in-
duced hallucination. The horses belonged to the Queen, and 
she kept them in this horses-only apartment building.236 

• In 1939, the Three Stooges were invited to perform in Lon-
don at the Palladium. They did not pay for first-class passage 
on the ship that took them to England, but the captain of the 
ship was a fan, so he upgraded them to first class at no cost 
to them. Moe Howard, the leader of the Stooges, remembers 
with amusement a newspaper headline that he saw when 
they arrived: “STOOGES ARRIVE IN LONDON — 
QUEEN LEAVES FOR AMERICA.”237 

• Humorist Frank Sullivan used to dream about sailing over-
seas, but unfortunately, he never did because he suffered 
from seasickness. He told a friend, “I doubt that I’ll ever be 
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cured, but I’ll still hoping eventually to go abroad. Every day 
I’m stepping over larger puddles.”238 

• Jack E. Leonard, a much-overweight comedian, once 
squeezed into a taxicab and ordered the driver, “Take me to 
a larger cab.”239 

Wit 

• Wikipedia is completely written by its users — volunteers 
all. Of course, as you may expect, some users try to post in-
correct information. Often, this is funny misinformation. For 
example, in late October 2006, this information appeared in 
the entry for Essex High School: “At EHS students are free 
to do whatever they wish in their time after school. This pol-
icy has led to the creation of the Zombie Killing Squad, the 
Pro-Zombie Acceptance Committee, the Zombie Hate Club 
and the Debate Team.” Fortunately (or perhaps unfortu-
nately), this misinformation was quickly noticed and quickly 
deleted.240 

• Back in the Vietnam War era, comedian Jackie Mason 
made fun of reports that we were winning the war. For ex-
ample, to make fun of reports that we were bombing 500 
bridges a week in Vietnam, he would say that he had recently 
returned from Vietnam, and there weren’t but eight bridges 
in the whole country. Does that mean that we should disbe-
lieve military reports? Not necessarily. Mr. Mason said that 
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apparently the military first airdropped the bridges in Vi-
etnam and then destroyed them.241 

• David Letterman is known for his wit. As a member of the 
Sigma Chi fraternity, he once talked a fellow fraternity mem-
ber into shaving his head and painting it blue. Mr. Letterman 
then pointed out the fraternity member to other people and 
said that he was the world’s biggest ballpoint pen. And as a 
weather broadcaster in Indiana (early in his career), he once 
announced the temperatures of two cities — “Muncie, 42; 
Anderson, 44” — then said, “Always a close game.”242 

• Groucho Marx, master of insults, once toasted a socialite 
in this way: “I drink to your charm, your beauty, and your 
brains — which will give you a rough idea of how hard up I 
am for a drink.” His brother Chico Marx was a master of 
chasing skirts. When his wife caught him kissing another 
woman, he explained, “I wasn’t kissing her. I was whisper-
ing in her mouth.”243 

Work 

• Chris Rock became a comedian almost as a fluke. In 1983, 
he wanted to see in person Eddie Murphy — a comedian 
whom he “totally idolized.” While standing in line at Radio 
City Music Hall to buy a ticket, he read a local paper that 
included information about comedy clubs. Mr. Rock says, “I 
don’t know what it was, but something in my head said [to] 
walk away, so I did.” He walked to the comedy club Catch a 
Rising Star. Fortunately, it was audition night, and 
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fortunately he drew a lottery number that allowed him to be 
one of the people who auditioned that night. While waiting 
to go on stage, he wrote some jokes, and he succeeded so 
well that he was offered work at the club. This was fortunate. 
Mr. Rock says, “I knew nothing. If he hadn’t told me to come 
back, I never would have.” Of course, Mr. Rock rose in the 
comedy ranks, and a big break came when Eddie Murphy 
saw his act and hired him to play the role of a valet in Beverly 
Hills Cop II. What would Mr. Rock be doing now if he had 
not listened to the voice in his head telling him to walk 
away? He says, “I don’t know, driving a truck, something 
like that. But happy. I’d be a happy guy doing that.”244 

•  In 1929, Laurel and Hardy made the short comedy film 
“Liberty,” for which a three-story building was constructed. 
At one point, the comedy team was working 200 feet above 
ground, but a wooden platform below them was supposed to 
provide them safety. Mr. Laurel expressed concern about the 
height the comedy team was working at, so to prove that they 
were safe, Mr. Hardy jumped down on the wooden platform. 
However, the wood was made of flimsy sugar pine, and he 
fell through the platform. Fortunately, a competent crew-
member named Thomas Benton Roberts, who had unsuc-
cessfully complained about the flimsiness of the safety plat-
form, had gone to the trouble of putting up a safety net below 
the safety platform — something he was not required to do. 
Instead of falling 200 feet, Mr. Hardy fell only 20 feet. He 
was shaken by the fall, but he quickly went back to work.245 

• Bob and Ray, aka Bob Elliott and Ray Goulding, worked 
together for decades as comedians, and apparently the entire 
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time they were trying to make each other laugh, and as a side 
effect they made their audiences laugh. According to Andy 
Rooney, who wrote a foreword to one of the collections of 
Bob and Ray’s scripts, the two men “have three distinct per-
sonalities. There’s Bob’s, there’s Ray’s, and then there’s 
Bob & Ray’s.” According to Mr. Rooney, when you met the 
two men separately, “two duller people you never talked to.” 
And Chris Elliott, Bob’s son, who is also a comedian, says 
that for years he thought his father was some kind of a busi-
nessman. Only at age 11 did Chris realize that his father 
worked as a comedian for a living. Of course, Bob and Ray 
were very close. Late in their career together, Ray joked, 
“I’ve been married to my wife for thirty-seven years, and to 
Bob for thirty-five.”246 

• Moe Howard of Three Stooges fame knew at an early age 
that he wanted to be in show business. When he was 17 years 
old, he ran across an advertisement in Billboard for an actor 
on a showboat. As part of the application process, he had to 
mail a photograph of himself. To improve his chances of get-
ting a job, Moe did not use his own photo, but instead he sent 
the photo of a taller, more handsome friend. The plan worked 
— he got the job! Of course, the company manager who had 
advertised for the actor was surprised when Moe showed up 
— he did not at all look like the man in the photo he had 
mailed. But the company manager let Moe run errands for 
the actors, and when he did let Moe act in a few small roles, 
Moe was excellent.247 

• Stand-up comedians need to have a lot of confidence that 
they can “get” an audience — that is, make an audience 
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laugh. When Judy Carter worked as the opening act for Log-
gins and Messina, sometimes the music-loving audience did 
NOT want to hear her. Once, the opening of the show was 
delayed for an hour, so the audience was even more impa-
tient than usual to hear the band. Things got so bad that a 
druggie member of the audience came up on stage, threw a 
tablecloth over Ms. Carter’s head — then SET IT ON FIRE. 
As Ms. Carter was being carried off the stage to safety, she 
kept saying, “Put me down. I know I can get them.”248 

• Comedian Jimmy Durante started out in show business as 
a piano player. Singer and comedian Eddie Cantor was the 
first person to urge Jimmy to get up on stage and away from 
the piano: “Piano playing is going to get you nothing. You’ll 
be a piano player till you’re a hundred years old. You gotta 
look further than that. People like you a whole lot. So why 
don’t you get up on the floor and say something to the peo-
ple?” Eventually, of course, Mr. Durante took Mr. Cantor’s 
advice. However, his immediate reaction was, “Gee, Eddie, 
I wouldn’t do that. I’d be afraid that people would laugh at 
me.”249 

• Lesbian comedian Judy Gold once worked on the New Jer-
sey turnpike as a toll collector. The job had its interesting 
moments. She points out, “It was the ’80s, and people going 
to concerts at the Garden State Arts Center would give me 
joints.” However, she also remembers a time when she had 
12 trucks backed up in her lane. Why? She explains, “The 
guys would get on the CB and be like, ‘Chick in lane 
four.’”250 
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Appendix B: About the Author 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben Satur-
day, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers re-
member me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can be 
fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio Univer-
sity and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a Master of Arts degree in English and a Master of 
Arts degree in Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 
10, The Funniest People in Comedy, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, 
and William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose. 
By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams. 
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Appendix C: Some Books by David Bruce 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/  
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pdfs/  
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pdfs/  
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YyOVOQwza5moT/view?usp=sharing  

BEN JONSON: (HARDCOVER FOR SALE) 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/911460 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/871108 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WqCOjMs-
MUZMxvrIkJZQXLSCT0ZiGaaeP/view?usp=sharing  

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-
Text and of the 1616 B-Text 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/824058 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UubeU27eLLD5n-
ldCChu6WpSU0op30dp/view?usp=sharing  

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/904128 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dL1zOwOsQXTmB-
MuVvL7byFHSvm7A_XVS/view?usp=sharing  

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/880308 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wr0cEC-
CJNB7Y5EB7a8ZTd0nD7ZfnY-6j/view?usp=sharing  

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/909794 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10QIuaaar9tavcxD-
tRcOfPnpkitZu3AEy/view?usp=sharing  

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/890081 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vlnL66UbtvRMOWAnwTpSq12tbo
sRNrCN/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16MC3INNAzLtjT4TqG-
tUmxBKYmp6Lnc5k/view?usp=sharing  

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/89244 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LQ66lug-
wlsEX5yW1RreCHGxbj27Uptzm/view?usp=sharing  

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 
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Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/210951 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LCQVTO9wq7l187pyaTg5__OB-
MERuzLc4/view?usp=sharing  

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238110 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ak3NNXxO0JspM2qXcM7-
FmFLR16wnkeS/view?usp=sharing  

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/781086 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yj-
AAS0oRbapdSeAw33gg6k2il78N7Yu/view?usp=sharing  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-re-
tellings-free-pdfs/  

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/287203 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hRMimR9VchgFI7q5nBKmE6udi-
otCzq7c/view?usp=sharing  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-litera-
ture-retellings-free-pdfs/  

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 

George Chapman, Ben Jonson, and John Marston’s Eastward Ho! 
A Retelling 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1159953  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u5IoTl0BCiUyjb9qsTRry9qqL83s
QvKC/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/942964 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wP9QhCck-
DYb74nMjJDDVTy2RnCTgB0ja/view?usp=sharing  

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1006013 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eUZu9AJ46GfP9bMKoB-
FTJ9_yGal9ZBp_/view?usp=sharing  

George Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of Absa-
lom: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/993326 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RxPvTQl_qnKhbHAfynddd6msw
OxY3mi8/view?usp=sharing  

George Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1061540 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KbKXK8nazt_KPpw9LfOi9ufZt9w
Egybs/view?usp=sharing  

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/918341 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Cnr70ydtTbXAYaihq6I_V-
3ik1sTW0Q/view?usp=sharing  

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1108197 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-re-
tellings-free-pdfs/  
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/18MYbD9wENgFqSMC_s-
PijXsorVQguFWx/view?usp=sharing  

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/800724 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-re-
tellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MdkCVAtxuWZrgkCNMwrJ2uDL
NDwjnFBk/view?usp=sharing  

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/264676 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18tiAjtd5a6Qil0FHIss2Up-
CEacizaij3/view?usp=sharing  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-litera-
ture-retellings-free-pdfs/  

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/87553 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rn5b3A6TFJngdZ_DC0daL9jZBT
oiSy-P/view?usp=sharing  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-litera-
ture-retellings-free-pdfs/  

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 
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J.W. Gent’s The Valiant Scot: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1163699  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J4Kr3XePpMc8EEXENGUw-
BLP6jzlOnZE/view?usp=sharing  

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of 
Rhodes’ Argonautica 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/337653   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11fFWYrzu_YBK_Zb8aYQkYDvj5t
DjSYPw/view?usp=sharing  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-litera-
ture-retellings-free-pdfs/  

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1064210 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AwIT0aSbN5pJjMu-tqa46Lo-
QyN3aHyL8/view?usp=sharing  

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989979 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/792090 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PVkKm5BxBYE8uUY9Iz-
cjdEQZ5ipGmxlm/view?usp=sharing  

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989291 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19JQQmLv_b3Oy3N3yhRpQM0b5y
mAFh_zy/view?usp=sharing  
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https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/985699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16F0PoPepXJ-
JAX2RBn2lVK1Apvp6gwO9g/view?usp=sharing  

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/946285 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DTu7EkdqS8PEuljstF4KMnW9d3
S5CiXc/view?usp=sharing  

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/925020 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aE9jUQfe3e4acoJ63kI-
aqY57Mi9hrJja/view?usp=sharing  

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/937190 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing  

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/930049 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing  
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https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/21/david-bruce-john-
fords-the-queen-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s ’Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/771031 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V9aUtdKeYWY6DRoVimK-
Vq6J8a6DL9JN/view?usp=sharing  

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1000808 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19zCtHbfGVamswILTd8MUDWC1
pabCUEs8/view?usp=sharing  

King Edward III: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/814530 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_gqk9Es--
Qvi8EjqY_4OztVsCiVJcQ0j/view?usp=sharing  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-re-
tellings-free-pdfs/  

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/957047 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-re-
tellings-free-pdfs/  

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/915455 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bX1a4cbdne38rgJ2sy4A4_8SIQ_ljn
CW/view?usp=sharing  
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The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1052341 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-re-
tellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10FsrQNk4Z1TA-
biW_5VCD303VnEZqR6tP/view?usp=sharing  

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/772884 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QcGqnBsSPsRdPwctADo6Dy-
tHqZSyDMkG/view?usp=sharing  

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/486330 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/277646 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yl8jYM0EJwB99WnoNlZRQEIms
6UJIpFW/view?usp=sharing  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-litera-
ture-retellings-free-pdfs/  

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARD-
COVER FOR SALE) 

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/724666 

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776868 

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776890 

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/715562 
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William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/777062 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A Retell-
ing in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/396839 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12o7eBSJGM-
gUC0g8SAMu0nMU2NiACJXrf/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A Retell-
ing in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/502075 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qGGQ-
Lspj4Gb83sAPswNqUS4b0GRZJ1o/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A Retell-
ing in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/675826 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hh1jTLrHrAKoALVcwJEbrt5aT8
pQL_zi/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A Retell-
ing in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/687115 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rvMb6nXxK_okkITLF_tyD-
GaqhuTYVijX/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A Retell-
ing in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694202 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_jjUayHsRVJ2h2gUO1rCfGTCj7S
UFJLA/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/660279 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ja-
2V83BSWhghpq9AL0hhtqFWLW_bPSn/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/561440 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G1KG2zguWBWjPuhZ5QjwLF03
kxFoPclG/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/411180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0v9ArsOwf-
En5qozztSS38VNXR1p1V8/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/474177 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wAatX3tir_baM-
ztNcSFMKBgtXJ3cgvb8/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/651995 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p6TclIesIQIWsey-
inVn1JKlaVtVdCkyR/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/607757 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_rFv0GMVio1GWDRzKZaQPz0b
pKnmZ4gK/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/521558 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uspV57BL_sPkdiFW9CpSfe8NWq
b3Cm4T/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/494583 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pgwen6K6fAsytS-S2yNZGLaqk-
shi4man/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/702433 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IKgOFql3um0hFyrvC3IIlc37YaHb
wmBb/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/417297 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11rRg9RPr0pRQXF8daiUj6jMudK
wRxNks/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/667943 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Aub_JpQL7vZQAAp5g-
34Vr7NVZyHvuKu/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/549148 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kO0SpOyjHJEka1hxx0yXJ4qAg9B
f1aFV/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/640495 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
WidUGo3nNGJcZuFw8Qcb9G3MmPzTJQ6/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/371976 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I87NcdPFwUcR2fkAAjRQ3qDXigj
YcTQ4/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/530136 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fxyLYZse-
hVzDdDH5SzqvFysH_juUcxk/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/485384 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DvnFHudHaRpdIzALOYGWcmd-
mAn-H7bdI/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/510046 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EeW_R4qKQ_jC99YXWI_1fZjWh
TAYVvwK/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/389517 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmG-
TEwyasgyUInvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/432053 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmG-
TEwyasgyUInvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469501 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VrfnhPm0GYX2zcNwvWgHQ0ak9
sZ51co8/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/588726 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OnOY-
pIU6ttyYeDPnE2eZ9HDGaDTKs_Pu/view?usp=sharing  
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William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/633694 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WBbCx2hqqkeb61YNVOFm_um-
GUOuER-CT/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/598141 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jkpgFM73fq_jNSQy38OV6pNBlZ-
b8qMl/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/385811 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J8ZCJ5mBzgrW_04gxTZbw71ZA
wIIHF9A/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1He6vWJCLxqnsKe-
tAU6Kya6ZqFJec2NU/view?usp=sharing  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/424622 

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/437521 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HX0qJl1uHXVVAQOURGun-
ZOYrBO7_VXxC/view?usp=sharing  

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/18/david-bruce-wil-
liam-shakespeares-the-tempest-a-retelling-in-prose-free-pdf/  

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/626171 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12T_925ZjKyv7nq6KabkDSjb5-
R25Z-Uu/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/569421 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j2-
iaeffwqRl36PBDraU5IHZf56vIIZp/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/617533 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VB7kp0nYIU-
7hs60mT3swV7VQoyQr0ll/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/404123 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/181NOX5-
JArXwgQEvXP_8ih_4KBVha9xw/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/575743 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ptJBBd08TQX3Uc8DvTltF7n5hZB
Z-4-5/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/712849 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Snd6Ml_LDOm-
d36mvhLuvC3GhdbN1vBz/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539561 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KudUVwHQ4Cly2KlW_scQLkRSg
1rkoE9C/view?usp=sharing 

OTHER FICTION 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/247531 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/249299 
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Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/306009 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/83479   

“School Legend: A Short Story” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1123252 

“Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 

CHILDREN’S BIOGRAPHY 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96982 

PERSONAL FINANCE 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469305 

MISCELLANEUS 

Mark Twain Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/347339  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VtYT38kPY5vETr3hehG-
poGJNmxfyBe6Z/view?usp=sharing  

David Bruce Autobiography: My Life and Hard Times, or Down and 
Out in Athens, Ohio 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1151084  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-au-
tobiography/  

Problem-Solving 101: Can You Solve the Problem? 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/140660  
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Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 Problem-Solving 
101 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-pro-
jects/  

How Can I Write My Own Anecdote Books? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-pro-
jects/  

Writing Tips: How to Write Easier and Better 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-pro-
jects/ 

ANECDOTE COLLECTIONS 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/310277 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106782 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106861 

250 Music Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/427367 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105419 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/156495 
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The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97814 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/159914 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98030 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98364 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/254240 

Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98212 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99002 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99313 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105652 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105939 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99159 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98588 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108542 
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The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108809 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108821 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108830 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108841 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108857 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34647  

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100442 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100473 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100544 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106442 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108060 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107239 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107576 
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The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106234 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/104257 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107847 

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108564 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34822 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/35011 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97550 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108582 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108392 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108398 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108422 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107097 
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The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107857 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108598 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anec-
dotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108801 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/209963 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97267 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96869 

PHILOSOPHY FOR THE MASSES 

Philosophy for the Masses: Ethics 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374071 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mdBXcfY2lH6vgADeulvt9cWT2SF
pz8g1/view?usp=sharing  

Philosophy for the Masses: Metaphysics and More 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374629 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WZhGfAFWyX3Mpt4kI-
WIyma1IpGx33WdH/view?usp=sharing  

Philosophy for the Masses: Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/376026 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Pkuj2HT64Ug5oq6dy3fc5oqnnVA
Fi7I/view?usp=sharing  
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DISCUSSION GUIDE SERIES 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/342391 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M2z6Zbu3o9_OyyXknGEPk5tdi1
Wd_Seg/view?usp=sharing  

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/345337 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/159XB9XjoLI_MIu_uP-
TRHHk06dhpodFFM/view?usp=sharing  

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/344723 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aulgBdF_j99fVDHA7sKM8-PLI-
wdxSeik/view?usp=sharing 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340944 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11Nnku03582-
Gpm5SEny7_6TZEh0Ms7rc/view?usp=sharing  

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/364356 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H3Txcpy-
biVU6hPGbQcOkCWjF9abcOFS7/view?usp=sharing  

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/360552 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fin-
ZUZa8VuPQwij1sG6sDCY7dIVc1GuL/view?usp=sharing  

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352848 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-Wl1UyZzV5pe-
jBeTf9nOPh8trzCoNgVQ/view?usp=sharing  
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Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339978 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FoW8aTn1UteYv0XW5GHVsDf-
fIDBwBy0q/view?usp=sharing  

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340610 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PrpIQLv3hqoXJOCLy-
FyHQ3cRsSn-sSCJ/view?usp=sharing  

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352048 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16DB9dbN_aNz7VeC80FV6L3yJs6v
528Mh/view?usp=sharing  

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339002 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AZZ5a7mBff4wppExYQqzqw-
pUcuv4K99l/view?usp=sharing  

Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339120 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s241wSBd8ewHJ7rhKBGgc1Yq8y-
yalu3/view?usp=sharing  

Lloyd Alexander’s The Castle of Llyr: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/338589 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14TD-xVntjp5OLBXTRF-
CgiESqKGR7MjLe/view?usp=sharing  

Lois Lowry’s Number the Stars: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339720 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZWxuAJ4ey3b6ThAAe-NQhu-
JiRdCvGLQP/view?usp=sharing  
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Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion 
Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/350434 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1akBOE7v83kcD2St8bL6LiwLkMF-
fUP1yU/view?usp=sharing  

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/348104 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ug20zWrfNlBLWS9nNiEd-
myrs_UjfLfOu/view?usp=sharing  

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 
Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/351719 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJdkxxMDqgGF7pkWAxfU89Nhs
4Hk2SSM/view?usp=sharing  

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/349030 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15kMqrEv5Rgd3zF_EQxPBZe_gHy
eVIuv2/view?usp=sharing  

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339564 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18_deuffaKLmwyQaGNw6L5PiAW
fB3toWn/view?usp=sharing  

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356224 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1895pE6OZY60PIghndq-
CPNHZOddlig8q/view?usp=sharing  

Virgil, “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356868 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IjCj_82aYqWfZNWV0mto_Y9_On
-3Ko5q/view?usp=sharing  

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/358529 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B8ZGnq4bRhreb_XiDpMKFo0h6y
fJf1qF/view?usp=sharing  

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/346971 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1szjHvbIzyDDWbPy2G5thKnFFQQ
MLKWMT/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355953 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DFL-yQfv139eXfSz-
DAfOThaXXEFQgz2x/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354870 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xbds9Cd_73RQYM_MmjaBXv_55
WeeRKVZ/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion 
Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355465 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TzraO0e2K4w0IoDVC4iC-
TEgE0hP1POcz/view?usp=sharing  

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354231 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g8wOAiimFRLoOF5-
348OhwkbO7U0KnT7/view?usp=sharing  

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/353345 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ex-
UHB07gYOd5SMBjXHQg00VAhDLJotKj/view?usp=sharing  

*** 

GOOD DEEDS SERIES (PLURAL) 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qQ-
aJ4kjGQti20c3G2CPm1zile51Yd-5/view?usp=sharing  

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h1ZaZEixmzjGLHI5_57Aw-
TFuQ02g8lL3/view?usp=sharing  

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12iOTDEzHV6P576LGAijcPQgpt1o
gax0R/view?usp=sharing  

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z0-CAMz-
4ulX29CAIHNU16Z912eNqt-v/view?usp=sharing  

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y7DlPdu-
eZwA23gEHPT2YWMT0W5r8eu7/view?usp=sharing  

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zHZv2iTHQnbVY0n_LihTWXKO
vUr4_hyr/view?usp=sharing  

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4  
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The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FSCTtviio4xrX7e07-
OuAgYpxmWlIPuk/view?usp=sharing  

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4  

*** 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GfiQMNnQ4G0CHGt1AZQQIPO
DV596k30j/view?usp=sharing  

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OHcETsSaW-
bIhFPIZWeW0laO6mdHVbcph/view?usp=sharing  

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XZCFlAWhtXPnf35OGlUoh991i05
D0Bs0/view?usp=sharing  

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cj8yIDLmFFG6dGzLpoVE3RrQ3
-LhKV0d/view?usp=sharing  

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LxqLrwm898Chg3mnRY2NiGZA4
FkFdOXR/view?usp=sharing  

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PmAxX5C-
viQF0GfIpsM7mTtsyQ9lfm8J/view?usp=sharing  

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bq_SmSf4rsWdtqA7p0kN9tJ5ip3g
qEht/view?usp=sharing  

*** 
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The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FqbObI95XKwIr1QWn0lBFDSN-
sIENTR9B/view?usp=sharing  

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QWF5bRarJBauD7Qdb-
_99K9UuQBL_fZ7/view?usp=sharing  

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gUUA4ms-
CX7BvVlOaNmpYswPN-eBfKIa/view?usp=sharing  

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BXLhqmY1qOEaF4u5IMRp-
SCm7H6jy2mj_/view?usp=sharing  

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pks6XXM4T-
r_r4cBBSmUIlP0jARS8i-0/view?usp=sharing  

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ohX-
sEp79jwf8OdlIXI7I3nPIotjX5wWb/view?usp=sharing  

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_orz__RY0T3A-
kpa7fpbS8koDwp0I91p/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13X4KOL-
TIvPVwSBo1ijX0aJABB8wbgZyT/view?usp=sharing  

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wbRuc4G0Ed-
FeM4UVWk6LwbxDKkF19T2s/view?usp=sharing  
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The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ksyO9KnAJ6yGpK5CNMY12Ry9
HTQ9vxm1/view?usp=sharing  

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NuAM7qAb_XLRGHxUT-
MLrm2PhOfjU7Fk8/view?usp=sharing  

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T5HB-
AwL4S61aj4lLK3K5Q0ulgQbarR7/view?usp=sharing  

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PYx6MyYI9YY_RKCv3nUZ-
nENwv0jIxfRn/view?usp=sharing  

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I8aphNRXnok_slWALv8s8TjJ344s
ZVml/view?usp=sharing  

*** 

IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes 
and Opinions) 

It’s a Wonderful World: Volumes 1-7 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.word-
press.com/690  

*** 

THE RELATIONSHIP BOOKS SERIES 

The Relationship Books (Volumes 1-8) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.word-
press.com/674  

*** 
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BE KIND AND BE USEFUL SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes and 
Opinions) 

Be Kind and Be Useful: Volumes 1-5) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.word-
press.com/686  

*** 

BRUCE’S MUSIC RECOMMENDATIONS SERIES 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-8 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/04/26/bruces-mu-
sic-recommendations-free-pdfs/  

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volume 9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/16/bruces-mu-
sic-recomendations-volume-9/  

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/music-recommenda-
tions-free-pdfs/  

*** 

davidbruceblog #1 

http://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/ 

davidbruceblog #2 

https://davidbrucemusic.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #3 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #4 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com 

David Bruce Books: Free PDFs 

davidbrucebooks: EDUCATE YOURSELF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com  
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Anecdotes, Arts, Books, and Music 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com 

George Peele: English Dramatist 

https://georgepeeleenglishdramatist.wordpress.com  

David Bruce’s Books at Blogspot 

https://davidbrucebooks.blogspot.com  

David Bruce’s Books at WIX 

https://bruceb22.wixsite.com/website/blog  

David Bruce’s Books at Smashwords  

http://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/bruceb 

David Bruce’s Books at Apple Books 

https://itunes.apple.com/ie/artist/david-bruce/id81470634 

David Bruce’s Books at Kobo  

https://www.kobo.com/us/en/search?query=da-
vid%20bruce&fcsearchfield=Author  

David Bruce’s Books at Barnes and Noble 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22David%20Bruce%22;jses-
sionid=D4DEC0519518F94804E91ED-
DBB9A431F.prodny_store02-atgap06?Ntk=P_key_Contribu-
tor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=mode+matchall  

David Bruce’s Books at Lulu 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  

TEACHING STUFF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-pro-
jects/ 

COMPOSITION PROJECTS 

Composition Project: Writing an Autobiographical Essay 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138445  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-pro-
jects/ 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

Composition Project: Writing an Argument Paper with Research 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

Composition Project: Writing an Employee Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

Composition Project: Writing an Evaluation or Review 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

Composition Project: Writing a Famous-Plagiarist/Fabulist Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

Composition Project: Writing a Hero-of-Human-Rights Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/481598  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

Composition Project: Interview About On-the-Job Writing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

Composition Project: Writing a Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

Composition Project: Writing a Media Opinion Essay 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

Composition Project: Writing a Problem-Solving Letter 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138745  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  
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Composition Project: Writing a Progress Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

Composition Project: Writing a Proposal for a Long Project 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-pro-
jects/  

Composition Project: Writing a Resume, List of References, and 
Job-Application Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/com-
position-project-writing-a-resume-list-of-references-and-job-appli-
cation-letter-free-pdf/  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-pro-
jects/  

Composition Project: The Set of Instructions 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

HOW DO I  

How Do I Write Humor and Satire? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

How Do I Write the Introductory Memo Assignment? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

How Do I Write a Resume, List of References, and Job-Application 
Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

HOW TO TEACH 

TEACHING 
 
How to Teach the Autobiographical Essay Composition Project in 9 
Classes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/487660  
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

How to Teach the Famous-Plagiarist Research Report Composition 
Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

How to Teach the Manual Composition Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

How to Teach the Resume, Job-Application Letter, and List of Ref-
erences Composition  Project in 6 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

FREE  WTITING HANDOUTS 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 1 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 2 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes:  Volume 3 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/  

DANTE INFERNO HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-inferno-
haiku.pdf   

DANTE PURGATORY HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/dante-purga-
tory-haiku-pdf.pdf  

DANTE PARADISE HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-paradise-
haiku.pdf  

davidbrucehaiku #1 through #10 (Free PDFs) 

https://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/patreon/ 
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davidbrucehaiku #11 

https://davidbrucemusic.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/da-
vidbrucehaiku-11.pdf  

davidbrucehaiku #12 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/da-
vidbrucehaiku-12.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #13 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2019/04/08/davidbrucehaiku-
13/  

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/04/da-
vidbrucehaiku13.pdf  

davidbrucehaiku #14 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/  

davidbrucehaiku #15 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/  

davidbrucehaiku #16 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/  

Academic Writing 

Bruce, David. “Teaching Problem-Solving Through Scenarios.” 
Classroom Notes Plus: A Quarterly of Teaching Ideas. April 2004. 

Bruce, Bruce David, David Stewart, and H. Gene Blocker. Instruc-
tor’s Manual and Test Bank for Stewart and Blocker’s Fundamen-
tals of Philosophy, 5th edition. Upper Saddle River, New Jersey: 
Prentice Hall, 2001. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 8th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2000. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 7th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1998. 
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Bruce, Bruce David. Study Guide for David Stewart and H. Gene 
Blocker’s Fundamentals of Philosophy, 4th edition. Upper Saddle 
River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1996. 

Humorous Quizzes 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 21. No. 
2. Spring 2005. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Tenors.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
20. No. 4. Autumn 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Sopranos.” The Opera Quarterly. 
Vol. 20. No. 3. Summer 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
52:1. No. 252. Spring 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: More Singer Anecdotes.” The 
Opera Quarterly. Vol. 18. No. 1. Winter 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. February 
2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. November 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
51:1/2. Nos. 248-249. Spring/Summer 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. June/July 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Singer Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
16. No. 4. Autumn 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
50:1. No. 244. Spring 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Dancer Quiz.” Attitude: The Dancers’ Magazine. 
Vol. 14, No. 3. Fall/Winter 1999. 
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Some Books by Brenda Kennedy (My Sister) 

The Forgotten Trilogy  

Book One: Forgetting the Past  

Book Two: Living for Today 

Book Three: Seeking the Future 

The Learning to Live Trilogy 

Book One: Learning to Live  

Book Two: Learning to Trust 

Book Three: Learning to Love 

The Starting Over Trilogy  

Book One: A New Beginning  

Book Two: Saving Angel  

Book Three: Destined to Love  

The Freedom Trilogy  

Book One: Shattered Dreams  

Book Two: Broken Lives  

Book Three: Mending Hearts  

The Fighting to Survive Trilogy  

Round One: A Life Worth Fighting  

Round Two: Against the Odds  

Round Three: One Last Fight  

The Rose Farm Trilogy  

Book One: Forever Country  

Book Two: Country Life  

Book Three: Country Love  
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Books in the Seashell Island Stand-alone Series 

Book One: Home on Seashell Island (Free) 

Book Two: Christmas on Seashell Island  

Book Three: Living on Seashell Island 

Book Four: Moving to Seashell Island 

Book Five: Returning to Seashell Island 

Books in the Pineapple Grove Cozy Murder Mystery Stand-alone 
Series 

Book One: Murder Behind the Coffeehouse 

Books in the Montgomery Wine Stand-alone Series 

Book One: A Place to Call Home 

Book Two: In Search of Happiness… coming soon 

Stand-alone books in the “Another Round of Laughter Series” writ-
ten by Brenda and some of her siblings: Carla Evans, Martha 
Farmer, Rosa Jones, and David Bruce. 

Cupcakes Are Not a Diet Food (Free) 

Kids Are Not Always Angels 

Aging Is Not for Sissies 

NOTE for below books: These books are the first books of series and 
end in cliffhangers. 

FORGETTING THE PAST 

https://www.amazon.com/Forgetting-Past-Forgotten-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01GQELEYY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 
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FOREVER COUNTRY 

https://www.amazon.com/Forever-Country-Rose-Farm-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B017OMNPZS/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

A NEW BEGINNING 

https://www.amazon.com/Beginning-Starting-Over-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B00JHQC25Y/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

LEARNING TO LIVE 

https://www.amazon.com/Learning-Live-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01N0XZ0ZL/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

A LIFE WORTH FIGHTING 

https://www.amazon.com/Life-Worth-Fighting-Survive-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B00WY8OR4Q/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

SHATTERED DREAMS 

https://www.amazon.com/Shattered-Dreams-Freedom-Trilogy-
Book-ebook/dp/B00PF0ROUY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

THIS IS A FREE STANDALONE BOOK: HOME ON SEASHELL 
ISLAND 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/prod-
uct/B076Y1VTCV/ref=dbs_a_def_rwt_bibl_vppi_i14 

Also free here:  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


