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Chapter 1: From Alcohol to Children 

Alcohol 

• Comedian Jay Leno doesn’t drink, smoke, or use illegal 
drugs. When Mavis Nicholson, who became his wife, asked 
for a drink early in their relationship, she almost did not 
become his wife. He told her, “Look, let me give you the 
money, and you can buy a blouse or something. I don’t want 
to buy you a drink.” With the $35 he gave her, she bought a 
blouse. (Mavis says, “I can’t begin to tell you how absolutely 
peculiar I thought that was.”)1 

• Olivia Pound’s father was a Nebraska judge in the 19th 
century. One day, an alcoholic lawyer attempted to argue a 
case before him, even though the lawyer was obviously 
inebriated. The judge listened for a few minutes, then banged 
his gavel and ruled, “This case is postponed for two weeks. 
The lawyer is trying to practice before two bars at the same 
time. It can’t be done.”2 

Animals 

• When Darci Kistler, a ballerina for the New York City 
Ballet, was growing up, her family had a pet alligator named 
Iggy. One day, Iggy got loose and made his way into the 
family swimming pool, where the family had a terrible time 
trying to catch him. Every time a family member tried to 
catch Iggy with a net, Iggy crushed the net in his jaws. Darci 
was relieved when Iggy was finally captured and returned to 
the pet store — she had noticed Iggy eying the family’s dog 
and cat in a suspiciously hungry manner. Other family pets 

 
1 Source: Bill Adler and Bruce Cassiday, The World of Jay Leno: His 
Humor and His Life, p. 109. 

2 Source: Helen White Charles, collector and editor, Quaker Chuckles, 
p. 25. 
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included snakes — once a boa constrictor was loose in the 
Kistler family house for a week.3 

• On his TV show House Party, Art Linkletter interviewed a 
little girl whose fish had recently died. He asked whether the 
fish had gone to fish heaven, but the little girl replied, “No, 
I threw him down the toilet.”4 

Automobiles 

• As a child, future Secretary of State Madeleine Albright 
traveled with her family as they moved to Denver, Colorado 
— a city that is known as the “Mile-High City” because it is 
one mile above sea level. Approaching the city, young 
Madeleine waited for the road to steeply climb one mile 
skyward, not realizing that the car had been gradually 
climbing higher for a long time.5 

• Comedian Jay Leno really, really likes cars and 
motorcycles. In fact, his huge garage looks like a warehouse 
because it is so filled with his vehicular possessions. Still, 
whenever his mother visited him and wanted to borrow a car, 
he would tell her, “Mother, I’ll rent you a car.”6 

Birth 

• When Erma Bombeck’s first book, At Wit’s End, was 
published, she went on tour to publicize it. At one book 
signing, she spent three hours in a department store with a 
stack of her books on the desk at which she was sitting, but 

 
3 Source: Darci Kistler, Ballerina: My Story, p. 16. 

4 Source: Kermit Schafer, Best of Bloopers, p. 42. 

5 Source: Megan Howard, Madeleine Albright, p. 35. 

6 Source: Bill Adler and Bruce Cassiday, The World of Jay Leno: His 
Humor and His Life, p. 6. 
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only two people approached her: A woman wanted 
directions to the ladies room, and a man asked her the price 
of the desk. Later, after she had written several best sellers, 
the lines of people waiting to have her autograph a book 
became very long. Once, a woman with an infant waited in 
line to have Ms. Bombeck sign a book. When Ms. Bombeck 
said that the infant was adorable, the woman replied, “Thank 
you. It was born in the line.”7 

• When comedian Henry Morgan was five years old, he was 
taken to a hospital where his mother was having a baby. He 
walked into her room, pointed to her stomach, and said, “I 
can see the baby.” However, his mother smiled and said, 
“I’ve already had the baby.” In his autobiography, Here’s 
Morgan!, Mr. Morgan writes, “This gift of saying the right 
thing at the right time has been with me all my life.”8 

• Entertainer Art Linkletter’s daughter Sharon was giving 
birth. Because her physician knew her only by her married 
name, he was shocked when Mr. Linkletter showed up at the 
hospital. He told Sharon, “Guess who’s waiting to see you 
on the other side of those doors — Art Linkletter!” Sharon 
shocked him further by saying, “Why shouldn’t he be here? 
He’s my father.”9 

• The most comedian Eddie Cantor ever laughed was in 
response to a line by Amanda, his four-year-old 
granddaughter. Mr. Cantor was in the hospital for minor 
surgery, and Amanda was allowed to see him as long as she 
was a good girl. At the end of the visit, Amanda asked, 

 
7 Source: Susan Edwards, Erma Bombeck, p. 160. 

8 Source: Henry Morgan, Here’s Morgan!, pp. 64-65. 

9 Source: Art Linkletter, I Didn’t Do It Alone, p. 88. 
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“Wasn’t I a good girl, Grandpa?” Then she added, “So now 
may I see the baby?”10 

• While Eve Arden, famous especially for her radio and TV 
lead character in Our Miss Brooks, was having labor pains 
for her son (Douglas), she ran into one small problem — 
nurses in the pre-labor room kept asking her for her 
autograph.11 

Birthdays 

• Carmine Buete was a 10-year-old boy with AIDS who 
lived near New York City. He caught AIDS from his mother, 
who died when he was a year and three months old — he 
was so young when his mother died that he couldn’t 
remember her. Still, whenever the wind blew open the door 
of his home, he would say that it was his mother. On his 
mother’s birthday, he used to send her a helium-filled 
balloon by standing on a porch, releasing the balloon, and 
letting it soar into the sky. After Carmine died on July 13, 
1996, his family started sending balloons to him on his 
birthday.12 

• Comedian and announcer Henry Morgan is married to an 
intelligent woman. On one of his birthdays, an old friend of 
Henry’s called him on the telephone to talk over old times. 
Throughout the rest of the day at half-hour intervals, more 
old friends of Henry’s kept calling him. He found out later 
that his wife, Karen, had spent a week tracking down his old 
friends and assigning them a time to call.13 

 
10 Source: Eddie Cantor, The Way I See It, p. 192. 

11 Source: Eve Arden, Three Phases of Eve, p. 97. 

12 Source: Arlene Schulman, Carmine’s Story, pp. 5, 31, 33. 

13 Source: Henry Morgan, Here’s Morgan!, p. 295. 
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• Humorist Frank Sullivan enjoyed birthdays very much, but 
he enjoyed even more making jokes at his friends’ expense. 
A friend who sent him a congratulatory telegram sometimes 
received a telegram like this in reply: “Your telegram on my 
birthday today will suffice until you can find time to send me 
some more substantial gift. Thanking you in advance, Mr. 
Sullivan.”14 

Books 

• An 8th-grade student didn’t read a book for her book report, 
but instead made up a book and completely invented the plot 
and characters while telling her teacher that she had bought 
the book at a bookstore and had left it at home and therefore 
couldn’t remember such things as its publisher and 
copyright. The student received a good grade on the book 
report, but the teacher wrote a note on her report, asking 
where he could buy a copy of the book as a present for his 
niece. The student was so unnerved by the teacher’s note that 
she never cheated again.15 

• Reading can educate people. Author Walter Dean Myers 
once received a letter from a teenager who had been 
watching television coverage of the Persian Gulf War and 
was so excited that he could hardly wait to turn 17 so he 
could join the Army and fight in a war. However, after 
reading Mr. Myers’ Fallen Angels, a realistic war book, he 
decided that he did not want to fight after all. Fallen Angels 

 
14 Source: J. Bryan III, Merry Gentlemen (and One Lady), p. 83. 

15 Source: Arthur Blumberg and Phyllis Blumberg, The Unwritten 
Curriculum, pp. 108-109. 
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was a tribute to Mr. Myers’ younger brother, Sonny, who 
died two days after being sent to Vietnam.16 

• Author Judy Blume loved books even when she was a little 
girl. In fact, she loved the picture book Madeline so much 
that after borrowing it from a library, she didn’t want to 
return it. Instead, she hid the book and then told her mother 
that she had lost it.17 

Brothers 

• Two brothers, one of whom was married and the other 
single, farmed the same land together, and they split the 
harvest equally. The brother who was single felt that the 
brother who was married should have more of the harvest, 
so he would secretly take sacks of grain from his storehouse 
and put them in the married brother’s storehouse. However, 
the brother who was married worried that the brother who 
was single was lonely, and in order to allow his brother to 
buy nice things for himself, he would secretly take sacks of 
grain from his storehouse and put them in the single 
brother’s storehouse. Year after year, both brothers received 
an equal number of sacks of grain, and neither understood 
why.18  

• When he was growing up, Cordell Brown and Phil, his 
brother, played their own version of dodge ball — instead of 
throwing a ball, Phil threw very ripe peaches at Cordell. 
Because Cordell had cerebral palsy, he seldom got out of the 
way of the peaches, so he became a mess very quickly. 
Today, they laugh when they recall those games. (Cordell is 

 
16 Source: Denise M. Jordan, Walter Dean Myers: Writer for Real 
Teens, pp. 82, 89-90. 

17 Source: Christine M. Hill, Ten Terrific Authors for Teens, p. 10. 

18 Source: James Fadiman and Robert Frager, Essential Sufism, p. 186. 
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a wonderful man who has founded a summer camp called 
Camp Echoing Hills and several residential homes for 
handicapped adults in Ohio.)19 

• At a trial, the prosecutor tried to get Wilson Mizner to 
admit that he was covering up in order to save his brother, 
Addison. The prosecutor asked Wilson, who was on the 
witness stand, “You love your brother, don’t you? You have 
a great affection for him, don’t you?” Unfortunately for the 
prosecutor, Wilson had lots of experience on the witness 
stand. He replied, “I have a vague regard for him.”20 

Chanukah 

• On Chanukah, parents customarily give gifts, such as 
coins, to their children. One Chanukah, actor Elliott Gould 
told his children, “Tonight, instead of money, I’m going to 
give you total honesty and truth, which is more important.” 
Molly, his daughter, replied, “But you give us that every 
night.”21 

Children 

• Maud Gruss was born into a French circus family, and at 
age three, she decided to make an unscheduled public 
appearance in a balancing act. A cousin named Eddy 
Ringenbach was performing with his sister (Isabelle), and 
with Maud’s brother (Armand). Eddy was lying on his back, 
using his legs to support a ladder, on which Isabelle and 
Armand were performing tricks. Suddenly, young Maud 
walked out, dressed in a pink tutu, climbed over Eddy, and 

 
19 Source: Cordell Brown, I am What I am by the Grace of God, p. 33. 

20 Source: John Burke, Rogue’s Progress: The Fabulous Adventures of 
Wilson Mizner, p. 245. 

21 Source: Tim Boxer, The Jewish Celebrity Hall of Fame, p. 127. 
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started to climb up the ladder. The circus audience started to 
applaud, and Maud, hearing the applause, let go of the ladder 
and started to applaud, too. As she applauded, she began to 
fall. Isabelle and Armand immediately jumped off the 
ladder. Isabelle did a back flip, and Armand did a front flip. 
When Armand landed, he was holding Maud safely in his 
arms. The circus audience thought they had witnessed a 
perfectly performed, much-rehearsed trick, and they gave 
three-year-old Maud and the other performers an enormous 
ovation.22 

• When world-class women’s gymnastics coaches Bela and 
Marta Karolyi defected from Romania to the United States, 
they did not know English and had a difficult time learning 
it. When they brought their young daughter (Andrea) to the 
United States, she also did not know English, and they were 
worried about her. They tried a public school and a private 
school, but at both schools the teachers did not pay particular 
attention to Andrea, who sat silently. Eventually, however, 
Andrea picked up English on her own. Bela saw her 
speaking to some American kids, and he asked if she was 
speaking Romanian or Hungarian to them. Andrea replied, 
“I’m talking like everybody else.” After that experience, 
Bela and Marta decided that “the best teachers were the 
children.”23 

• Operatic tenor Leo Slezak knew how to get the truth from 
his children when they were small — all he had to do was to 
tell them that he would ask the Angel what had happened 
and the Angel would tell him. One day, his young son, 
Walter, refused to eat his supper. He put the food in his 
mouth, but he would not swallow it. He then left the room 

 
22 Source: Alain Chenevière, Maud in France, pp. 4-7. 

23 Source: Bela Karolyi and Nancy Ann Richardson, Feel No Fear, pp. 
127-128. 
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for a moment, returned, and said with a big grin, “I’ve eaten 
it now!” Mr. Slezak was doubtful, so he said that he would 
ask the Angel. Feeling cocky, Walter told him to go ahead 
and do just that. Mr. Slezak then said that the Angel had told 
him that Walter had given his food to the family dog, and 
Walter turned pale and stammered, “How could the Angel 
find that out?”24 

• While the Three Stooges were performing live on stage, 
Sandy, the five-year-old niece of Larry Fine — the balding 
but not bald Stooge — was in the audience, watching as the 
Stooges slapped each other and poked each other’s eyes. 
However, at one point, when Moe led a screaming Larry 
around the stage after sticking his finger up Larry’s nose, 
Sandy started yelling, “You’re hurting my Uncle Larry! 
You’re hurting my Uncle Larry!” Larry immediately came 
over to her and explained that he was only pretending to be 
hurt, then he rejoined the act to the loud applause of the 
audience. As for Moe, he was laughing so hard that it took a 
while for the act to continue.25 

• Horror writer Anne Rice got her first name from an unusual 
source: herself. Her name at birth was Howard Allen 
O’Brien. This name is unusual in itself, and she was given it 
in part because her father, Howard, had been bullied at 
school because some other children thought “Howard” 
sounded like a girl’s name. On the first day young Howard 
started attending Redemptorist School in New Orleans, a 
nun asked her for her name. Young Howard replied, “It’s 
Anne!” This name turned out to be OK with her mother, who 

 
24 Source: Leo Slezak, Song of Motley, pp. 127-128. 

25 Source: Morris “Moe” Feinberg, Larry: The Stooge in the Middle, 
pp. 142-143. 
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said, “If she wants to be Anne, it’s Anne.” Anne received the 
rest of her adult name after she married Stan Rice.26 

• Early in her gymnastics career, when she was still a pre-
teen, Shannon Miller attended a meet in Las Vegas, and she 
stayed at the Circus Circus Hotel. When she returned home, 
she had a lot of stuffed animals with her. Her mother asked 
where she had gotten them, and young Shannon joked, 
“Gambling.” The real story was that a man in the hotel had 
asked if she liked stuffed animals. She had replied, “Sure,” 
and he had given her a bunch of stuffed animals he had just 
won. (Her parents did talk to her about not accepting gifts 
from strangers.)27 

• While making a personal appearance in Chicago, TV’s 
Mister Rogers asked if anyone in the audience had anything 
they wanted to share. A small boy spoke up: “Mister Rogers, 
I just wear diapers at night now.” Of course, the audience 
wondered how Mister Rogers would react to this sharing. He 
replied to the boy, “Well, that’s very important, and it’s up 
to you when you’ll give up your diapers at night. I’m really 
proud of the ways you’re growing.” This made the small boy 
very happy and the audience breathed a sigh of relief at 
Mister Rogers’ answer.28 

• Frank Bunker Gilbreth raised a dozen children in the early 
20th century. With such a large brood, he wasn’t above 
getting a break on expenses now and then. Whenever he 
came to a toll road, he would look at the toll keeper, identify 
his nationality, then say, using the appropriate accent, “Do 
my Irishmen [or Dutchmen, or Scotsmen] come cheaper by 

 
26 Source: Bob Madison, American Horror Writers, pp. 73, 75-76. 

27 Source: Claudia Miller, Shannon Miller: My Child, My Hero, p. 34. 

28 Source: Fred Rogers, You Are Special, p. 40. 
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the dozen?” Often, the reply would come back, “Irishmen, is 
it? And I might have known it. … The Lord Jesus didn’t 
mean for any family like that to pay toll on my road. Drive 
through on the house.”29 

• As a child athlete, Robin Campbell competed in many 
national and international track and field events, 
necessitating absences from home. During one long absence, 
she rejoiced that she had gotten out of doing the dishes, 
which she did each Monday when she was home. However, 
her family believed that children should do chores, so when 
Robin returned home, she discovered that she had been 
scheduled to wash dishes for a whole week so she could 
catch up to the work done by her siblings while she was 
away.30 

• Chase, the young son of Christian writer Dale Hanson 
Bourke, had a babysitter who had lost a leg when she was a 
young girl in Peru, leaving her with a wooden leg that caused 
her to limp. One day, Ms. Bourke saw the babysitter and 
young Chase walking together, and she noticed that her son 
was limping before he came running to her. The babysitter, 
Doris, explained, “He always walks that way with me.” 
When Ms. Bourke asked why, Doris replied, “So we can be 
alike.”31 

• While on his own as a youngster after running away from 
home, comedian W.C. Fields would sometimes crawl 
through a punched-out window into a cellar where he would 
sleep by a furnace. This was very good quarters for him at 
that time. Unfortunately, one day he discovered that the 

 
29 Source: Frank B. Gilbreth, Jr., and Ernestine Gilbreth Carey, 
Cheaper by the Dozen, p. 22. 

30 Source: Diana C. Gleasner, Track and Field, p. 44. 

31 Source: Dale Hanson Bourke, Everyday Miracles, pp. 55-56. 
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window had been fixed, probably because he had been 
stealing the housewife’s preserves. “The thing taught me a 
lesson,” he said later. “You’ve got to know where to stop.”32 

• When he was a 12-year-old boy living in New Concord, 
Ohio, astronaut John Glenn wanted to be a Boy Scout, but 
there was no local troop for him to join. No problem. He and 
his friends organized their own scouting group and called it 
the Ohio Rangers. They engaged in such activities as 
swimming upstream, hiking in snow, and sleeping outdoors 
in the rain. Mr. Glenn says, “We told one another we were 
tougher than Scouts — so tough they wouldn’t have us.”33 

• Lady Astor, the first woman to sit in either of the British 
Houses of Parliament, was once heckled by a woman who 
shouted, “My children are as good as yours.” Lady Astor 
replied, “As which of mine? I’ve got some worse than any 
of yours — but I might have one who is better.” Another 
time, a man shouted, “Your husband’s a millionaire, ain’t 
he?” Lady Astor replied, “I should certainly hope so — 
that’s why I married him.”34 

• The two young sons of Francis Hodgson Burnett, author of 
A Little Princess and The Secret Garden, supported James 
Garfield during his Presidential election. The boys used to 
hang from one of their upstairs windows and shout, “Rah for 
Garfield!” After he was elected, they were invited to the 

 
32 Source: Robert Lewis Taylor, W.C. Fields: His Follies and 
Fortunes, p. 23. 

33 Source: Barbara Kramer, John Glenn: A Space Biography, p. 12. 

34 Source: Kenneth Williams, Acid Drops, p. 47. 
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White House, where they rode their bicycles in the halls and 
knocked down Senators and other VIPs.35 

• When R’ Dov Ber of Mezritch was an eight-year-old boy, 
the home of his family burned down. His mother began to 
cry, and so he asked why she was crying. She replied that it 
wasn’t because of the house, but because the fire had 
destroyed a document recording the family tree, which went 
back to R’ Yochanan HaSandlar. The child replied, “Don’t 
worry, mother. I will be the start of a new family tree.”36 

• Groucho Marx’ young daughter, Melinda, came to him one 
night and asked him to tell her the bedtime story “Little Red 
Riding Hood.” Because Groucho was busy, he asked her if 
someone else could tell the story to her. But Melinda insisted 
that he told the story better than anyone else. When Groucho 
asked why, she explained, “Because you put more food in 
Red Riding Hood’s basket.”37 

• Children loved comedian Joe E. Brown. He tells about a 
letter written by one of the mothers of those children. Just 
six years old, the child saw one of Mr. Brown’s movies, then 
asked his mother, “Mommy, when Joe E. Brown dies, will 
he go to Heaven?” The child’s mother replied, “Why, of 
course, darling.” “Golly, Mommy,” the child said. “Won’t 
God laugh!”38 

 
35 Source: Angelica Shirley Carpenter and Jean Shirley, Frances 
Hodgson Burnett: Beyond the Secret Garden, p. 46. 

36 Source: Shmuel Himelstein, A Touch of Wisdom, A Touch of Wit, p. 
235. 

37 Source: Arthur Marx, Life With Groucho, p. 296. 

38 Source: Joe E. Brown, Laughter is a Wonderful Thing, p. 214. 
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• A friend of author Sharon Salzberg had a four-year-old son 
whose caregiver, to whom he was very attached, was going 
to move away to live with her sister and so would not be able 
to take care of him anymore. She explained this carefully to 
him, and he said, “Mommy, tell me that story again but with 
a different ending.”39 

• On the First Sunday in Lent, the pastor visited a Sunday 
School class taught by Rolf E. Aaseng. The pastor wore his 
clerical vestments and spoke about why the vestments’ 
colors change during the year. One little girl was very 
impressed and later told her mother, “God came to Sunday 
School today!”40 

• A church-going young mother and her two young 
daughters were shopping in a health-food store when a tall, 
strong, white-robe-wearing elderly man with long, white 
hair and beard walked in. The younger daughter stared at the 
man until her older sister told her, “No, Regan, it’s not 
God.”41 

• The Reverend James Bence was visiting the family of the 
Reverend Ed Crandall when he asked Crandall’s young son, 
“Well, Steve, have you been a good boy lately?” Steve 
answered, “Yes.” The Reverend Bence then asked, “Are you 
good all of the time?” Young Steve answered, “Well, are 
you?”42 

 
39 Source: Sharon Salzberg, A Heart as Wide as the World, pp. 102-
103. 

40 Source: Rolf E. Aaseng, Anyone Can Teach (they said), p. 63. 

41 Source: Ken Alley, Awkward Christian Soldiers, pp. 49-50. 

42 Source: William Woughter, All Preachers of Our God & King, p. 
10. 
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• A prosthesis (an artificial limb) is a useful thing, but it can 
cause some strange phone calls. A mother once received this 
call from a camp for children with cancer: “Mrs. Anderson? 
Robin broke a leg on the trail. Could you please send up 
another one on a plane?”43 

• English entertainer Joyce Grenfell had an Uncle Buck who 
was a rolling stone. According to family lore, when his 
youngest child was being taught the prayer, “Our father 
which art in Heaven,” the child looked up and said, “Mama, 
where’s Papa gone now?”44 

• Art Linkletter used to interview very young children, and 
he had great success asking them what their parents had told 
them not to say on the show. A little girl once responded, 
“She told me not to announce that she was pregnant.”45 

• As a child, violinist Mischa Elman played Beethoven’s 
Kreutzer Sonata, which includes some long pauses, before 
some relatives. During one of the pauses, his aunt asked, 
“Why don’t you play something you know, Mischa?”46 

• As a child, Frida Kahlo was mischievous. Sometimes, she 
soaped the steps near where Mexican artist Diego Rivera 
was working, in the hope that he would slip on the stairs and 
fall. When she grew up, she married Mr. Rivera.47 

 
43 Source: Erma Bombeck, I Want to Grow Hair, I Want to Grow Up, I 
Want to Go to Boise, p. 116. 

44 Source: Joyce Grenfell, Joyce Grenfell Requests the Pleasure, p. 12. 

45 Source: Kermit Schafer, All Time Great Bloopers, p. 20. 

46 Source: David Ewen, Listen to the Mocking Words, p. 40. 

47 Source: Doreen Gonzales, Diego Rivera: His Art, His Life, p. 64. 
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• Country comedian Jerry Clower has children who can 
make him laugh. When Katy Burns, his daughter, was four, 
she pulled off her gloves, then called, “Daddy! Daddy! If I 
had one more finger, I could count to 11.”48 

• Ballerina Anna Pavlova was made very happy when she 
received a copy of a child’s essay that began, “Once I saw a 
fairy. Her name was Anna Pavlova.”49 

 
48 Source: Jerry Clower, Life Everlaughter, p. 66. 

49 Source: A.H. Franks, editor, Pavlova: A Collection of Memoirs, p. 
44. 
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Chapter 2: From Christmas to Food 

Christmas 

• Early in the 20th century, a custom in some parts of the 
United States was to tie presents to a Christmas tree at the 
church and have Santa Claus come to the church for a party 
and pass out all the presents. At one such Christmas Eve 
party, a little girl, the daughter of the richest and most 
miserly man in town, showed up for the party and the passing 
out of presents. (Her older brothers stayed away because 
they realized that their father was too stingy to put a present 
on the tree for them.) As the evening passed, the little girl’s 
name wasn’t called even once. Fortunately, Alyene Porter, 
the youngest daughter of the preacher, noticed what was 
happening. She told her mother, who re-wrapped Alyene’s 
present to her, a bottle of perfume, and put the little girl’s 
name on it, then surreptitiously hung it on the tree. When 
Santa Claus finally called her name, the little girl cried out, 
“He did call it! He did call it! I did get a present!”50 

• Christmases when religious writer Dale Hanson Bourke 
was a little girl were sometimes surprising. One Christmas 
the presents were placed in the shower stall. Her father 
explained that since their house didn’t have a fireplace, Santa 
Claus must have squeezed through the water pipes to come 
inside and leave presents. On one Christmas Eve, little Dale 
was allowed to choose one present to open, so she chose the 
biggest present. However, her parents had guessed that she 
would choose that present so they had filled it with nuts. 
Although everyone laughed, her parents knew that she was 
disappointed, so they let her open the rest of her presents.51 

 
50 Source: Alyene Porter, Papa Was a Preacher, pp. 146-147. 

51 Source: Dale Hanson Bourke, Everyday Miracles, pp. 34-35. 
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• One Christmas, Pope John XXIII went to a children’s 
hospital to visit the patients. One child, Silvio Colagrande, 
had been blind, but could now see because a dying priest, 
Don Gnocchi, had willed his eyes to Silvio and the corneas 
had been transplanted. Upon seeing the Pope, Silvio called 
out, “I see you with Don Gnocchi’s eyes.” Another child, 
seven-year-old Carmine Gemma, had recently become blind 
as the result of an attack of meningitis. He told Pope John 
XXIII, “You’re the Pope, I know, but I can’t see you.” The 
Pope held Carmine’s hands for a while, then he murmured, 
“We are all blind, sometimes.”52 

• When poet Nikki Giovanni was a small child, her parents, 
Gus and Yolande, didn’t always have the money necessary 
to buy what their two young daughters wanted. One 
Christmas, their two daughters wanted bicycles, but Mr. and 
Mrs. Giovanni could afford to buy them only roller skates. 
However, they did figure out a way to make them happier 
about not getting bicycles although other children in the 
neighborhood had. They told her, “Isn’t it terrible that their 
parents gave them bicycles when it’s so cold? They won’t be 
able to ride until spring.”53 

• When Leo Slezak’s son (Walter) was eight years old, he 
wrote out a list of presents for Santa Claus to bring to him. 
However, the governess mentioned to Mr. Slezak that Walter 
didn’t believe in Santa Claus any more. When Mr. Slezak 
asked Walter why he had written out a list of presents for 
Santa Claus, little Walter replied, “I didn’t want to spoil the 
pleasure for you and Mommy.”54 

 
52 Source: Kurt Klinger, A Pope Laughs, pp. 20-21. 

53 Source: Judith Pinkerton Josephson, Nikki Giovanni: Poet of the 
People, p. 21. 

54 Source: Leo Slezak, Song of Motley, pp. 129-130. 
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• On Christmas, Pope John XXIII (who was named Angelo 
Giuseppe Roncalli at his birth) sometimes visited children in 
a hospital. He once asked a boy what his name was. The boy 
replied, “Giuseppe.” Not knowing who his visitor was, the 
boy asked, “What’s your name?” The Pope answered, “Oh, 
my name is Giuseppe, too, but now everybody calls me 
John.”55 

Couples 

• In the old days, William Boake wished to court Euphemia 
Birkett, but her guardian, Catherine Tew, disliked him. One 
day, Mr. Boake arrived to visit Ms. Birkett, but Ms. Tew 
made sure that her charge was upstairs and out of sight. Mr. 
Boake was not to be trifled with, so he ran upstairs, and Ms. 
Tew tried to stop him by grabbing one of the tails of his coat, 
only to have the tail tear off in her hand. After he and Ms. 
Birkett were married, Mr. Boake kept the one-tailed coat as 
a souvenir of his courtship.56 

• When Jack Gilford was courting Madeline Lee, he was 
working at a resort and called her long distance. The 
telephone operator at the resort listened to all their 
conversations and found them very entertaining. Once, after 
a conversation more than usually filled with passion and 
drama, Mr. Gilford asked the telephone operator, “How 
much do I owe you?” With a sob in her throat, the telephone 
operator said, “Never mind. There’s no charge tonight.”57 

 
55 Source: Louis Michaels, The Humor and Warmth of Pope John 
XXIII, pp. 10-11. 

56 Source: William H. Sessions, collector, More Quaker Laughter, p. 
31. 

57 Source: Kate Mostel and Madeline Gilford, 170 Years of Show 
Business, pp. 77-78. 
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• A missionary couple stayed at the home of an elderly 
widow. When they went to bed, they discovered that the 
bedding was very wrinkled and very dirty, but they slept in 
the bed anyway. The next morning, the widow explained, 
“For years there have been so many holy people who have 
slept in that bed that I’ve never been able to [bring myself 
to] change it.”58 

• Track superstar Mary Decker frequently wrote an early 
boyfriend when she was away from him. While in New 
York, she wrote him four letters in two days and then 
telephoned him on the third day — she hadn’t received a 
letter from him yet, and she was worried that something had 
happened to him.59 

• A friend of lesbian comedian Judy Carter wore a wedding 
ring to work. When her co-workers asked what her husband 
did, she replied, “She works for a pharmacy.”60 

Daughters 

• Rabbi Joseph Telushkin once watched his two daughters 
playing together nicely, and he commented to a friend named 
Dennis Prager how much pleasure this sight was giving him. 
Mr. Prager asked, “Doesn’t it give you more pleasure than if 
one of your daughters said ‘I love you, Daddy’ but didn’t act 
nicely to her sister?” Rabbi Telushkin answered, “Of 
course.” Mr. Prager then said, “I imagine God is the same 
way. He derives greater pleasure when people are good to 

 
58 Source: William Woughter, All Preachers of Our God & King, pp. 
85-86. 

59 Source: Linda Jacobs, Mary Decker: Speed Records and Spaghetti, 
pp. 26, 28. 

60 Source: Judy Carter, The Homo Handbook, p. 177. 
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each other than when they are ‘good’ to Him but not to each 
other.”61 

• When Robin, Bob Dole’s daughter, was young, she was a 
great fan of a British rock band, so Senator Dole wrote the 
British embassy to find out if the band could play at his 
daughter’s high school as a surprise. Unfortunately, he 
received a reply saying that the Beatles would be too busy to 
oblige during their first American tour.62 

• Comic actor Robert Morley once embarrassed his daughter 
by attempting to surf in Hawaii — he was unable even to 
mount the surfboard. When his mortified daughter told him, 
“People were laughing at you,” he was unperturbed and 
replied, “Usually they have to pay to laugh at me.”63 

Death 

• Ann Weeks of Lexington, Kentucky, suffered the loss of 
her husband. Unfortunately, for weeks following the funeral, 
people kept telephoning and asking for her husband because 
they were unaware that he had died. One day, a salesman 
called and asked for him. Ms. Weeks replied, “I’m sorry, 
Paul is deceased. I’m his wife. May I help you?” The 
salesman didn’t say anything about her husband’s death, but 
he did tell Ms. Weeks that he was with the Appliance 
Warranty Center and was calling to remind her that a 
warranty on an appliance had run out and she needed to 
renew it. Ms. Weeks replied that she had decided not to 
renew that warranty. The salesman, annoyed, said, “Well, 
I’m sure your dead husband would want you to renew.” Not 

 
61 Source: Rabbi Joseph Telushkin, Jewish Wisdom, pp. 175-176. 

62 Source: Bob Dole, Great Political Wit, p. 30. 

63 Source: Robert Morley, Around the World in Eighty-One Years, p. 
46. 
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liking to be manipulated, Ms. Weeks replied, “Funny you 
should mention it, but just hours before Paul died he said, 
‘Honey, whatever you do, don’t renew the appliance 
warranty!’” The salesman hung up.64 

• Near the end of his life, Al Capp, creator of Li’l Abner, was 
confined to a wheelchair. One day he asked his wife if she 
had any silver candlesticks and plain white candles in the 
house. She did, so he asked, “Would you light those candles 
and put them on the mantelpiece. Tonight, I mean. This is 
Friday, isn’t it, Catherine?” It was Friday, and Catherine did 
as her husband requested. Later, Elliott Caplin, Al’s brother, 
explained the significance of the candles. In their family, the 
person who most revered the Sabbath and lit the candles and 
said the prayers had been their mother. As Al Capp sat in his 
apartment, knowing that he was dying, he was thinking 
about his mother.65 

• Comedian Beatrice Lillie once visited her mother’s grave 
and saw that a small, freshly dug grave was nearby. Filled 
with pity at the death of an infant, she spent a few weeks 
tending the grave and planting flowers — originally intended 
for her own mother’s grave — all around it. Later, a friend 
asked her if she was still tending the grave. She replied that 
she had discovered that it was the grave of an 85-year-old 
man, so “I dug up every god*mn plant and put them back on 
my mother’s grave.”66 

• Philosopher Richard Watson’s father knew that he was 
dying of cancer. He told his son, “I’m dying. Don’t give me 
any of that crap I’m not.” His son replied, “OK, so you’re 

 
64 Source: Cal and Rose Samra, More Holy Hilarity, pp. 145-146.  

65 Source: Elliott Caplin, Al Capp Remembered, pp. 19-20. 

66 Source: Bruce Laffey, Beatrice Lillie, p. 237. 
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dying. Now what?” In reply, he just grinned. Just before he 
died, one of his favorite nieces and her husband visited him. 
At the end of their visit, the husband said, “I want you to be 
sitting up in a chair next time I see you.” He replied, “You 
don’t see too many people buried sitting up.”67 

• A man once drew up a will in which he left everything to 
his wife and three sons. He then asked the Chafetz Chaim to 
look over the will and criticize it. After looking over the will, 
the Chafetz Chaim pointed out that the man had overlooked 
an important beneficiary: his soul. The will made no 
provision for charity, and the man’s soul deserved to be 
considered in the will.68 

• At a funeral, brightly colored clothing is regarded as 
inappropriate, but not even family members are required to 
wear black, although many do. Etiquette expert Grace Fox 
knows a woman who wore a lovely blue dress at the funeral 
of her husband and touchingly explained that it was her 
husband’s favorite dress.69 

• After her grandmother died, track superstar Mary Decker 
ran a race on an indoor track in Los Angeles, California. She 
cried the entire distance and finished last.70 

 
67 Source: Richard Watson, The Philosopher’s Diet, p. 147. 

68 Source: Shmuel Himelstein, Words of Wisdom, Words of Wit, p. 
166. 

69 Source: Grace Fox, Everyday Etiquette, p. 270. 

70 Source: Linda Jacobs, Mary Decker: Speed Records and Spaghetti, 
pp. 37-38. 
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• In his will, comedian Jack Benny made the provision that 
his wife, Mary Livingstone, be given a perfect red rose every 
day for the rest of her life.71 

Easter 

• As a teenager, Connie, the daughter of the Rev. Frederick 
L. Haynes, liked sunrise Easter services even more than 
Christmas. Now a mother with three sons, each Easter she 
drags her sons out of bed before sunrise to get ready for the 
sunrise service. Sometimes they ask her, “Why, Mom?” She 
replies, “We are Easter people.”72 

Education 

• When Ralph Bunche was very young, his mother told him, 
“My boy, don’t ever let anything take away your hope and 
faith and dreams.” After his mother died, Ralph attended 
high school, but despite high grades, he was kept out of the 
city-wide honor society known as the Ephebian Society 
simply because he was black. He thought about quitting 
school, but then he remembered what his mother had told 
him and so he stayed in school. In 1922, he became 
valedictorian of his high school. In 1934, he earned a Ph.D. 
in political science and international relations from Harvard 
University. In 1950, because of his work with the United 
Nations, he became the first African American to win the 
Nobel Peace Prize.73 

• World-class women’s gymnastics coach Bela Karolyi was 
born in Romania and so after he defected to the United States 

 
71 Source: Henny Youngman, Take My Life, Please!, p. 207. 

72 Source: Cal and Rose Samra, More Holy Hilarity, p. 185. 

73 Source: Anne Schraff, Ralph Bunche: Winner of the Nobel Peace 
Prize, pp. 17-18, 21, 115-116. 
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he did not know English well. One day, Andrea, his 
daughter, came home from school and requested help with 
an assignment: to make a New Year’s resolution. Bela was 
outraged, screaming, “No revolution, no revolution in my 
house. Absolutely no revolution.” His wife, Marta, came 
home later and asked why Bela wasn’t helping their 
daughter. Bela replied, “Marta, her teacher wants us to help 
her start a revolution. I won’t be a part of that!” Fortunately, 
his wife was able to explain the homework assignment to 
him.74 

• When Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli (who was later to be Pope 
John XXIII) was a child, he became lazy in his studies, so 
his parents gave him a letter and sent him to give it to a local 
priest. Angelo was suspicious about the letter’s contents, so 
he opened it and read it. After reading that the letter told the 
priest to give him a good scolding for not studying harder, 
Angelo tore up the letter and threw it away. (Despite not 
being scolded by the priest, Angelo did thereafter pay more 
attention to his studies.)75 

• A young man, the son of a preacher, attended a Bible 
college. Coming home for the weekend, he decided to do his 
Bible study homework while sitting in church as his father 
preached. Later, his father asked what he had been doing. 
The young man confessed that he had been doing his 
homework, and his father asked, “Don’t you think you 
should be listening to the sermon?” Today, the young man 
says that he is the only person ever to get in trouble for 
studying the Bible in church.76 

 
74 Source: Bela Karolyi and Nancy Ann Richardson, Feel No Fear, p. 
135. 

75 Source: Kurt Klinger, A Pope Laughs, p. 17. 

76 Source: Ken Alley, Awkward Christian Soldiers, pp. 86-87. 
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• One day, an elderly couple met the president of Harvard. 
They told him that they would like to know more about 
Harvard before making a contribution in memory of their 
son, who had been killed in war. However, the elderly couple 
was plainly dressed and the president of Harvard quickly 
brushed them off. So the elderly couple went to northern 
California and used their money to establish Stanford 
University, in memory of Leland Stanford, their son.77 

• In 1958, Suzanne Farrell — at that time she was a very 
young Cincinnati, Ohio, dance student whose real name was 
Roberta Ficker — learned that the famous New York City 
Ballet was performing in Bloomington, Indiana. Her mother 
supported her daughter’s dance ambitions, and so she wrote 
a note to excuse her daughter’s absence (because of illness, 
she wrote) and they took a day off to enjoy the dance 
performance.78 

• A little girl went to kindergarten for the first time with her 
mother walking her the short distance to school. After her 
mother had left, the little girl needed to go to the bathroom, 
so her teacher said she could leave the classroom. The little 
girl then walked home, where she went to the bathroom. 
Later, the little girl was surprised to learn that there were 
bathrooms at school, just like there were at home.79 

• A cat walked into an elementary school classroom, where 
the young students immediately gathered around it, fed it 
milk, and tried to guess its sex. A little girl said, “I know how 
we can tell its sex.” Her teacher wasn’t especially thrilled to 

 
77 Source: Wayne Dosick, Golden Rules, pp. 51-52. 

78 Source: Suzanne Farrell, Holding On to the Air, pp. 19, 35. 

79 Source: Arthur Blumberg and Phyllis Blumberg, The Unwritten 
Curriculum, pp. 15-17. 
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hear this, and she was relieved when the little girl continued, 
“We can vote on it.”80 

• English schoolboys sometimes make a lot of noise when 
applauding, including stomping with their feet. Whenever 
his schoolboys stomped, Frederick Andrews, the headmaster 
of Ackworth, would tell them, “I like you to applaud with all 
your hearts, but not with all your soles.”81 

Fathers 

• As a teenager, President Bill Clinton’s Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright went on dates that were not like the 
typical dates of today’s American girls. Although she had 
moved to the United States as a girl, Ms. Albright was born 
in Czechoslovakia, and her father followed old-world ideas 
about dating. He would let Ms. Albright’s boyfriend drive 
her to wherever the date would happen, but he followed them 
in his own car and went on the date with them. After the date 
was over, he drove his daughter home while her boyfriend 
followed them in his car, then Mr. Albright invited his 
daughter’s boyfriend in for milk and cookies. Needless to 
say, Ms. Albright didn’t keep boyfriends for long. 
(Nevertheless, she did get married and gave birth to three 
daughters.)82 

• Comedian Albert Brooks’ father was funny. In a restaurant, 
he would sometimes stand up and announce to the other 
diners, “I want your attention, all of you. This boy [Albert] 
is not eating his vegetables.” As a high school student, Albert 
did an imitation of escape artist Harry Houdini as an 

 
80 Source: Logan Munger Brady, Amusing Anecdotes, p. 26. 

81 Source: William H. Sessions, collector, Laughter in Quaker Grey, p. 
105. 

82 Source: Megan Howard, Madeleine Albright, pp. 38-39. 
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incompetent who couldn’t even get his hands out of his own 
pockets. This impressed family friend Carl Reiner so much 
that when Johnny Carson asked him on The Tonight Show 
who were the funniest people he knew, he named Mel 
Brooks and young Albert.83 

• Choreographer Martha Graham’s father was a doctor. 
When she was a child, he showed her a drop of water on a 
slide and asked what she saw. Of course, she replied that she 
saw a drop of water. He asked if the water was pure, and she 
answered that it was. Dr. Graham then asked her to look at it 
with a microscope. She did, and she saw lots of bacteria in 
the water. “Yes, it is impure,” Dr. Graham said. “Just 
remember this all your life, Martha. You must look for the 
truth.”84 

• Just before the short program at the 2001 World 
Championships, figure skater Michelle Kwan had a problem 
when the heel of one skate came loose. According to figure 
skating rules, if you don’t have your equipment prepared to 
skate when your name is called, you are disqualified. 
Fortunately, Ms. Kwan’s father came to the rescue. He fixed 
the heel by using six screws — and three tubes of super glue. 
(Yes, Michelle won the gold medal.)85 

• Kerry Strug’s father once told her that she was his least 
expensive child, because the only gifts she ever wanted were 
leotards and because she never wore out her shoes since she 
was always walking on her hands. (Later, Ms. Strug became 
an elite gymnast and her father had to pay out big bucks for 

 
83 Source: Phil Berger, The Last Laugh, pp. 238-239. 

84 Source: Carin T. Ford, Legends of American Dance and 
Choreography, p. 7. 

85 Source: Gérard Châtaigneau and Steve Milton, Figure Skating Now: 
Olympic and World Stars, p. 46. 
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her training — the training paid off with a gold medal at the 
1996 Olympics in Atlanta.)86 

• Olympic gymnast Shannon Miller once performed a very 
bad vault that sent her crashing to the mat. Her father, Ron, 
is a university professor who uses video of that vault to teach 
his class some principles of physics. The agreement Shannon 
and her father made is that after he shows the video of the 
very bad vault, he has to show a video of her performing the 
vault flawlessly.87 

• Cordell Brown has cerebral palsy and two sons. (He also 
founded a summer camp called Camp Echoing Hills and 
several residential homes for handicapped adults in Ohio.) 
He never asked his sons about his disability until they were 
grown, then he asked if having a father with cerebral palsy 
had made life difficult for them. They answered, “Dad, 
you’ve just always been Dad.”88 

• Gay comedian Bob Smith warned his boyfriend, Tom, that 
his father, a retired state trooper, judged people by their 
handshake, so that when they met Tom would know to give 
him a firm handshake. Bob’s father once told him, “Bob, I 
like all your friends because all the men have very solid 
handshakes, and come to think of it, all the women do, 
too.”89 

• A Jewish man heard that his father was ill; however, 
visiting his father would involve an expensive train journey. 
Knowing that Jewish law does not require a child to spend 

 
86 Source: Kerri Strug, Landing on My Feet, p. 5. 

87 Source: Claudia Miller, Shannon Miller: My Child, My Hero, p. 41. 

88 Source: Cordell Brown, I am What I am by the Grace of God, p. 169. 

89 Source: Bob Smith, Openly Bob, p. 3. 
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money to honor a parent, he asked Rabbi Hayyim of Brisk 
to make a ruling. Rabbi Hayyim quickly made the ruling: 
“You are not required to spend the money — walk!”90 

• Joe Garagiola led a very busy life in broadcasting for a long 
time. How busy was he? He walked into the door of his 
house one day, and his wife told their three-year-old 
daughter, “It’s Daddy!” His daughter asked, “What 
channel?” Mr. Garagiola says, “When your own kids only 
recognize you when you’re on TV, it’s time to do some 
thinking.”91 

• Meredith Willson’s father, whose favorite movie actress 
was Anita Stewart, was as stubborn as only a person from 
Iowa can be. Mr. Willson’s father referred to her as “An-eye-
ta,” and when Mr. Willson told him that she called herself 
“An-ee-ta,” he replied, “She’s mistaken.”92 

• A good father had a bad son who gave him trouble and 
heartbreak. The son even abandoned God. When the father 
complained to the founder of Hasidism, the Baal Shem Tov, 
and asked what he should do, the Baal Shem Tov replied, 
“Love him more than ever.”93 

• A contestant on the old TV show Name That Tune was 
trying to guess a song that was titled “Christopher 
Columbus.” The host of the show gave her a hint: “If he 

 
90 Source: Rabbi Joseph Telushkin, Jewish Wisdom, p. 151. 

91 Source: Joe Garagiola, It’s Anybody’s Ballgame, pp. 225-226. 

92 Source: Meredith Willson, And There I Stood With My Piccolo, pp. 
73-74. 

93 Source: Lawrence J. Epstein, A Treasury of Jewish Anecdotes, p. 22. 
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didn’t do what he did, you wouldn’t be here today.” The 
contestant answered, “My father.”94 

• Comedian Sam Kinison’s father was a preacher. Whenever 
word of Sam’s often wild and crazy lifestyle came back 
home, his father would tell his congregation, “I’ve been 
praying for your children for years. Now it’s time for you to 
pray for one of mine.”95 

Food 

• This is a story told by Irving Cramer, the Executive 
Director of MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger. A 
kindergarten teacher once asked her students how many of 
them had eaten breakfast that morning. About half had, so 
the teacher asked those who hadn’t eaten, why not. Some 
didn’t eat breakfast because they didn’t like what was served 
or because they had gotten up late, but one child said, “It 
wasn’t my turn.” The teacher asked the child to explain, and 
he said, “There are five kids in my family. But we don’t have 
enough money to buy enough food so that everybody can eat 
breakfast every day. We take turns eating breakfast, and 
today, it wasn’t my turn.”96 

• In 1994, ice dancers Irina Lobacheva and Ilia Averbukh 
competed at the World Championships, finishing a 
respectable 13th. However, the next year this married couple 
had trouble finding enough food to eat and enough training 
time in their native Russia and so finished 15th at the 1995 
World Championships. Therefore, they moved to Delaware 
in the United States where they found plenty of food and 
training time, enabling them to finish 6th at the 1996 World 

 
94 Source: Kermit Schafer, Best of Bloopers, p. 92. 

95 Source: Hank Gallo, Comedy Explosion: A New Generation, p. 72. 

96 Source: Wayne Dosick, Golden Rules, pp. 80-81. 
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Championships. They kept improving and finally got on the 
medals stand by finishing 3rd at the 2001 World 
Championships.97 

• When Aung San Suu Kyi was a little girl in Burma, she was 
afraid of the dark, but she wanted to overcome her fear. Each 
evening, her mother made hot milk for each of the children 
to drink, but Suu Kyi didn’t like her milk hot, so she would 
leave it to cool, and later each evening, she would drink the 
milk alone in the dark. She says, “The first few days my heart 
would go ‘thump, thump, thump,’ but after five or six days I 
got quite used to it.” In 1991, she won the Nobel Peace Prize 
for her efforts to bring freedom to the people of Burma.98 

• Actor Walter Matthau’s mother didn’t know to cook. One 
of the things she didn’t know how to cook was meat loaf — 
which she steamed along with assorted vegetables. One day, 
Mr. Matthau and Jennie, his nine-year-old daughter, went to 
her house for dinner. After dinner, Mr. Matthau noticed that 
Jennie’s back pocket had a large wet spot, and he asked her 
about it. She answered, ”Don’t tell grandma. Please, don’t 
tell grandma.” She had stuffed the meatloaf and steamed 
vegetables in her back pocket.99 

• A large family — with seven children between age three to 
age 13 — walked into a restaurant. Because so many young 
children were in the family, the waitresses and management 
were worried that they would be rowdy and disturb the other 
patrons of the restaurant. However, the children knew their 

 
97 Source: Gérard Châtaigneau and Steve Milton, Figure Skating Now: 
Olympic and World Stars, p. 115. 

98 Source: Whitney Stewart, Aung San Suu Kyi: Fearless Voice of 
Burma, pp. 31-32. 

99 Source: Marilyn Hall and Rabbi Jerome Cutler, The Celebrity 
Kosher Cookbook, p. 101. 
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manners and behaved correctly — no yelling, no fighting, no 
playing. When the family had finished eating, the waitress 
presented them with their bill — with 10 percent deducted 
for good behavior!100 

• Comedian Eddie Cantor’s daughter, Marilyn, grew up to 
become a good cook — and a good wit. Once she had several 
people over for dinner; as she was carrying the entree to the 
table, she dropped it, and suddenly the floor was awash with 
shrimps swimming in chili sauce. The guests fell silent, but 
Marilyn said, “Don’t just stand there — dig in!”101 

• Rolf E. Aaseng was once asked by his wife to make some 
biscuits. He looked in the open cookbook, found that the 
recipe was for 48 biscuits, so he made 48 biscuits out of the 
dough. However, his wife had forgotten to tell him that when 
she made biscuits she halved the recipe. Fortunately, the 
family dog enjoyed the extra biscuits.102 

• As pioneers traveled from east to west across North 
America in covered wagons, often they had very little 
change in their diets. One pioneer woman with a sense of 
humor wrote that about the only change in the diet of her and 
her family consisted of eating bacon and bread instead of 
bread and bacon.103 

• Lydia Parker White, a Quaker, was known for her 
homemade cookies, and her grandchildren frequently asked 
her for cookies, something that sometimes upset their 

 
100 Source: Norton Mockridge, A Funny Thing Happened …, p. 12. 

101 Source: Eddie Cantor, The Way I See It, p. 138. 

102 Source: Rolf E. Aaseng, Anyone Can Teach (they said), pp. 93-94. 

103 Source: Brandon Marie Miller, Buffalo Gals: Women of the Old 
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parents. Once, her granddaughter visited her and after 
greeting her, said, “Mama told me not to ask thee for cookies 
today.”104 

 
104 Source: Helen White Charles, collector and editor, Quaker 
Chuckles, p. 58. 
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Chapter 3: From Gays and Lesbians to Husbands and 
Wives 

Gays and Lesbians 

• When financial writer Andrew Tobias finally came out to 
his parents, he called his mother on the telephone and told 
her — many of his gay friends regard this way of coming out 
as lacking grace. Her first words to him were, “Don’t tell 
your father — promise me.” After nearly two years, she gave 
her son permission to tell his father. When he did come out 
to his father — who wasn’t surprised — he also gave him an 
autobiography about being gay that he had published under 
a pseudonym. His father stayed up all night and read The 
Best Little Boy in the World twice, and he cried because he 
hadn’t realized that his son was a homosexual and was going 
through so much pain and so he hadn’t been there for 
Andrew. Both parents accepted their son’s homosexuality. 
At a Thanksgiving dinner, his father met Andrew’s 
significant other, Charles Nolan, and told Andrew that 
Charles “seems like a very fine young man.” His mother 
joked that she wishes Andrew’s older, straight brother could 
have found someone like Charles to settle down with.105 

• Edythe Eyde watched some new neighbors move in — two 
men, no women. Her suspicions aroused, she went over and 
said, “Hi. Welcome. I’m your neighbor across the street. I 
see you have a couple of cats.” She played with the cats, then 
said, “You’re gay, aren’t you?” The two men were stunned, 
but she put them at ease by saying, “Well, so am I! Hi, 
neighbor!” They became good friends and traded jobs as 
needed. When the gay men went away on business trips, she 

 
105 Source: Andrew Tobias, The Best Little Boy in the World Grows 
Up, pp. 29-31. 
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took care of their cats, and when she needed a difficult-to-
replace light bulb changed, they did it for her.106 

• When comedian Kate Clinton came out to her family as a 
lesbian, Bill, her brother, decided to tell his children the 
news. Over dinner, he told them, and Angela, his eleven-
year-old daughter, replied, “Well, duh, Dad. I have only 
known this my entire life.”107 

• Lesbian comedian Judy Carter says that a good way to 
come out to your friends is to ask, “Are you friends with any 
gay people?” If they say that they aren’t, reply, “Well, you 
are now.”108 

Gifts 

• Quakers are concerned about social justice and about the 
just distribution of the good things of this world. Long ago, 
John Cox, Sr., gave hospitality to people travelling west. 
One guest took a liking to Mr. Cox’ son and made him a 
boat. John Cox, Jr., had only one other toy — a wagon. 
However, Mr. Cox told his son that he had to give away 
either the boat or the wagon because as long as there was one 
child in the world who did not have a toy, he didn’t want his 
son to have two toys.109 

• When figure skater Dorothy Hamill was 11 years old — in 
the days before teenagers got their noses pierced as a fashion 
statement — her friends gave her 13 pairs of earrings. A 
competition was coming up, and her parents told her that if 
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she won the competition, she could get both ears pierced. 
However, if she finished second, she could get only one ear 
pierced, and if she finished third, she could get only her nose 
pierced.110 

• At age 13, R.L. Stine received a heavy-duty typewriter as 
a bar mitzvah gift — a gift he made much use of. During 
summer vacations in his high school years, he told his 
parents that he couldn’t get a job because he was too busy 
writing a novel. His parents never questioned this statement. 
As an adult, Mr. Stein became the author of the Fear Street 
and Goosebumps series.111 

• When American dance pioneers Ted Shawn and Ruth St. 
Denis married each other, Ms. St. Denis refused to wear a 
wedding ring because she regarded it as “a symbol of 
bondage.” Later, because Mr. Shawn felt that at least one of 
them ought to wear a wedding ring, she bought him one as a 
first-anniversary gift.112 

• When Giulio Gatti-Casazza was courting soprano Frances 
Alda, he gave her a perfect lover’s gift — a leather-bound 
volume of love letters he had written to her.113 

Grandparents 

• When Maud Gruss was 12 years old and about to make her 
first public appearance as a solo tightrope walker, her 
mother, whose name was Gipsy, showed her a scrapbook 
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filled with photographs and clippings of her own career as a 
tightrope walker. In one old black-and-white photograph, 
Maud recognized herself, but Gipsy turned the page, showed 
her an even older black-and-white photograph, and asked, 
“And this one, is that you as well?” The young girls in the 
photographs, although they looked very much like 12-year-
old Maud, turned out to be her grandmother Violette and her 
great-grandmother Germaine, both of whom had been 
tightrope walkers. (By the way, Maud’s public debut went 
very well, and her father, Alexis, said, “Tonight, a new star 
is born.”)114 

• George Beatty was a jewelry maker in Cleveland, Ohio. He 
once received a letter from a wealthy man who wanted him 
to create a piece of jewelry for the wealthy man’s dearest 
granddaughter. Mr. Beatty noticed that the letter referred to 
the granddaughter as “dearest” five times, and he prayed to 
God for inspiration — a prayer that was answered. He 
created a ring across which were displayed, in order, a 
diamond, an emerald, an amethyst, a ruby, another emerald, 
a sapphire, and a topaz. Why are there two emeralds? Mr. 
Beatty says, “Because there are two e’s in ‘dearest.’ If you 
take the initials of those stones, it spells the word 
‘dearest.’”115 

• As a child, Russian ice skater Ekaterina Gordeeva used to 
go mushroom hunting with her grandfather. Because all their 
neighbors also went mushroom hunting, they tried to get up 
early so they could find mushrooms before anyone else. 
However, if they were late, her grandfather would tell her 
not to worry, because their mushrooms would hide from the 
other mushroom hunters. According to Ms. Gordeeva, her 
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grandfather was right, because they always found their 
mushrooms.116 

• The grandmother of Meredith Willson, author of The 
Music Man, was lying on her deathbed when a truck farmer 
came by with “triple-strength horseradish guaranteed to 
grow hair on a china egg.” She heard the truck farmer and 
asked her children to bring her some horseradish and a 
spoon. She put a spoonful of the horseradish in her mouth, 
swallowed, then said, “Now there’s something with a little 
character!”117 

• Fred Rogers, aka Mister Rogers, is named for his 
grandfather: Fred Brooks McFeely. While Mister Rogers 
was growing up, his grandfather frequently told him, “I like 
you, just the way you are.” Of course, this is a quotation that 
he has shared with generations of children who watch his TV 
show, Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood.118 

• One day when he was young, Maury Maverick, Jr., was 
kissing a girl on his grandmother’s front porch, when his 
grandmother told him to stop that. He replied, “Oh, 
Grandma, you used to do the same thing back in Virginia 
behind shutters.” His grandmother hit him, then said, “What 
do you think shutters are for, you young fool?”119 

• When Ralph Bunche, the first African American to win the 
Nobel Peace Prize, became valedictorian of his high school 
in 1922, the principal attempted to compliment him to his 
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grandmother by saying that he never thought of Ralph as a 
Negro. Ralph’s grandmother firmly stated, “He is a Negro 
— and proud of it.”120 

• Frank DeCaro, the author of A Boy Named Phyllis, had a 
grandmother who liked to read trashy novels such as Valley 
of the Dolls and Airport while sitting under a hairdryer. Just 
to keep her family guessing, however, she occasionally 
varied her reading matter with a book such as Saints to Know 
and Love.121 

• Jayree, one of Jerry Clower’s grandsons, came to visit his 
grandparents for a while, and Homerline, his grandmother, 
told him a couple of times to pick up his toys. Jayree ignored 
her for a while, then he put his hands on his hips and asked 
Mr. Clower, “Grandaddy, how have you lived with her all 
these years?”122 

• Famed conductor Arturo Toscanini asked his 
granddaughter Sonia Horowitz, whose father was the famed 
pianist Vladimir Horowitz, whether she would prefer to be a 
conductor like her grandfather or a pianist like her father. 
She answered, “A conductor — because it’s a lot easier.”123 

• When television talk-show host David Letterman was a 
small child, his grandfather used to take him out to hunt for 
watermelons. They were always careful to sneak up on the 
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watermelons, because if a watermelon knows you are 
coming, it will run away.124 

Halloween 

• When ballerina Darci Kistler was five years old, a neighbor 
gave her a Halloween costume — a pink tutu. Because she 
knew that she wanted to learn to dance (even at age three, 
she was cutting photographs of ballerinas out of magazines), 
she wore the tutu around the house after Halloween as a hint 
for her mother to sign her up for dance lessons. The hint 
worked.125 

Husbands and Wives 

• Just after the end of World War II, while country comedian 
Archie Campbell was still an enlisted man in the United 
States Navy, he hadn’t seen his wife for a long time, so he 
asked Lieutenant Sam Bailey if a way could be arranged for 
him to see her. Therefore, Lieutenant Bailey asked Mr. 
Campbell to take an apparatus to Florida to have it repaired 
— of course, Mr. Campbell had his wife meet him in Florida. 
At the repair shop, Mr. Campbell asked how long it would 
take to have the apparatus repaired, and the technician 
assured him that it would be repaired by the very next day. 
This was bad news for Mr. Campbell and his wife, so he 
explained the situation to the technician, saying, “I haven’t 
seen my wife in over a year. Take longer than that.” The 
technician replied, “In that case, it will take at least a 
week.”126 
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• As a world-class track athlete, Thelma Wright competed 
away from home, meaning long separations from her 
husband, Lee. And even when her husband was nearby, 
practices, competitions, and media interviews sometimes 
kept her from seeing him. At the 1972 Olympic Games, 
many fans asked for her autograph and gave her pieces of 
papers to sign. While she was surrounded by autograph-
seeking fans one day, someone gave her a crumpled piece of 
paper. She looked up to see who had given her the paper — 
it was her husband, who said, “Hi, I just wanted to say 
hello.”127 

• Hugh Downs and his wife were in Washington, D.C. While 
Mr. Downs’ wife was in the shower, he received a telephone 
call saying that their flight to New York had been cancelled 
because of bad weather. However, after making a telephone 
call, he discovered that a train would be leaving soon for 
New York. So he quickly packed all of his and his wife’s 
clothing and had it sent to the train station. Just then, his wife 
came into the bedroom with a towel wrapped around her. 
“Dear,” she said, “would you please hand me my green 
dress?”128 

• A housewife once bought some guest towels for a party. 
She hung them up in the bathroom, but being afraid that her 
husband would use the towels before the party started, she 
hung a sign on them: “If you use these towels, I’ll kill you.” 
Then she went around the house, making other preparations. 
The party seemed to go well, but when it was over, she 
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noticed that none of the guests had used the guest towels — 
she had forgotten to take down the sign.129 

• When Constance Samwell was secretly engaged to Frank 
Benson, she sometimes heard two actresses discussing in the 
dressing room which of them would marry him. Sometimes, 
one of the actresses would say that Mr. Benson had walked 
her home and stayed with her until late — but Ms. Samwell 
knew that Mr. Benson had walked her home that particular 
night and stayed with her until late. (Later, Constance and 
Frank were married.)130 

• Jane Stevenson learned that her police officer husband was 
a transvestite on their wedding night. He came out of the 
bathroom wearing a white embroidered peignoir that was 
prettier than what she was wearing. On his face was an 
imploring look that said, “Please understand me.” She put 
her arms around him, and she said, “I love you.” He said, “I 
can’t help this.” She replied, “You don’t have to explain. I 
love you. Tonight you don’t have to explain. I accept it.”131 

• In his old age, Moe Howard of Three Stooges fame guested 
on TV’s Mike Douglas Show. At one point, Mr. Douglas 
asked Moe if he had “any unfulfilled ambitions.” Moe got a 
gleam in his eye, grabbed a pie (when you’re a Stooge, one 
is always handy), charged straight into the audience, and hit 
his wife smack in the face with the pie. His wife, Helen, took 
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it well, saying, “Moe’s been rehearsing for that all his life. 
I’m glad he finally got it out of his system.”132 

• In the 16th century, Irishwoman Elizabeth Fitzgerald was 
surrounded by enemies who told her that they had captured 
her husband and would hang him unless she surrendered her 
castle immediately. Standing on the battlements of her 
castle, Ms. Fitzgerald shouted, “Mark these words — they 
may serve your own wives on some occasion. I’ll keep my 
castle; for Elizabeth Fitzgerald may get another husband, but 
Elizabeth Fitzgerald may never get another castle.”133 

• Henny Youngman’s most famous joke was written by 
accident. One day, he was preparing for a stint on the Kate 
Smith radio show, when his wife and some of her friends 
came backstage to visit him. Unfortunately, because of their 
talking, Mr. Youngman wasn’t able to concentrate on his 
preparation, so he decided to have someone take his wife and 
her friends to sit in the audience. Finding a stagehand, he told 
him, “Take my wife — please!134 

• Israel Zangwill married a non-Jew in 1901, upsetting many 
Jews. Shortly after his marriage, he spoke before a large 
Jewish audience. Worried about how his wife would be 
treated, he said to the audience, “Fellow Jews, I trust you 
will be courteous to Mrs. Zangwill, and that you will not do 
or say anything that might offend her. While I may deserve 
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censure for marrying a Gentile, Mrs. Zangwill deserves 
nothing but praise — she married a Jew.”135 

• Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s Sonnets from the Portuguese 
were poems intended to be read only by her husband, Robert 
Browning, but because of their high quality, he insisted that 
they be published. The sonnets were not translated from 
Portuguese. Instead, the poems received this particular title 
because Mr. Browning called his wife, who had a dark 
complexion, “my little Portuguese.”136 

• When African-American comedian Dick Gregory became 
a stand-up comedian, he knew that eventually someone in 
the audience would call him a n*gger, so he practiced 
controlling his reaction by having his wife yell “n*gger” at 
him at home. When it finally happened in a nightclub, Mr. 
Gregory had his response ready: “You hear what that guy 
just called me? Roy Rogers’ horse. He called me 
Trigger.”137 

• Mark Twain liked to visit neighbors informally — without 
wearing a collar or tie. This upset his wife, Livy, so Mr. 
Twain wrapped up a package which he sent to his neighbors 
along with this note: “A little while ago, I visited you for 
about half an hour minus my collar and tie. The missing 
articles are enclosed. Will you kindly gaze at them for 30 
minutes and then return them to me?”138 
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• Anne Sexton once wrote a volume of poetry titled Love 
Poems. One poem was intended to be titled “Twenty-One 
Days Without You” because her career required her to spend 
that amount of time away from her husband. However, the 
title had to be changed to “Eighteen Days Without You” 
after her husband said to her, “I can’t stand it any longer; you 
haven’t been with me for days.”139 

• Robert Dole and his wife, Elizabeth, once made the bed 
while posing for People magazine. When the photographs 
were published, a man wrote Senator Dole, complaining that 
he was making things tough for men all over the country. 
Senator Dole wrote back, “You don’t know the half of it. The 
only reason she was helping was because they were taking 
pictures.”140 

• Journalist Heywood Broun met and married Ruth Hale, 
who was also a journalist. On their first date, they walked in 
the park, where a squirrel came up to them and begged for 
food. Ms. Hale told Mr. Broun that she wished she had some 
nuts for the squirrel, and Mr. Broun replied, “I can’t help you 
except to give him a nickel so he can go and buy his own.”141 

• Donald Grey Barnhouse, a pastor, once stayed at the house 
of an Australian man who had married an American woman. 
Before the two were married, the woman had never allowed 
her future husband to kiss her, so their first kiss took place 
before the altar of the church. “But,” said her husband, “after 
I got the first one, the rest came easy.”142 
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• Terence Grey, the owner of a British theater, once heard 
that his wife was having an affair. He rushed home, grabbed 
an axe, used it to beat his way through the bedroom door, 
and stood with the axe raised in front of the bed, on which 
lay his cowering wife and her cowering lover. Then he 
lowered the axe and stuck out his tongue at them.143 

• The wife of Albert Einstein, the great physicist and 
mathematician, once toured the Mt. Wilson Observatory in 
California, where her tour guide explained that all this 
expensive, modern equipment was being used to “find out 
the shape of the universe.” Mrs. Einstein replied, “Oh, my 
husband does that on the back of an old envelope.”144 

• Harry Belafonte talked about his family while he was on 
The Mike Douglas Show, mentioning that his oldest child 
was 24 years old. When Mike Douglas asked how long he 
had been married, he answered, “Seventeen years.” Mr. 
Douglas began to count on his fingers, and Mr. Belafonte 
added, “Hey, I’ve been married before.”145 

• Rusty Kothavala was a proctor and instructor at Harvard. 
After getting married and fathering a daughter, he 
discovered he was gay and began frequenting gay bars. 
When he eventually told his wife, she was very 
understanding: “Is that all? Here I thought you were one of 
these international criminals or something.”146 
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• During World War I, dancer Ted Shawn joined the United 
States Army. His wife, Ruth St. Denis, performed for the 
troops and then the next day watched a parade in which her 
husband took part. When Ms. St. Denis was asked what she 
thought of the parade, she replied, “Oh, I thought he was 
grand.”147 

• Mark Twain enjoyed reading and writing in bed. One day, 
a reporter was coming over to interview him, so his wife, 
Livy, said, “Don’t you think it would be a bit embarrassing 
for the reporter — your being in bed?” Mr. Twain replied, 
“Why, Livy, if you think so, we might have the other bed 
made up for him.”148 

• Anna Pavlova, in addition to being a dancer, was also a 
wife. People going backstage at the New York Metropolitan 
Opera House were once treated to the sight of Ms. Pavlova 
throwing ballet slippers at the back of her retreating husband, 
Victor Dandré, while she shouted at him in Russian.149 

• Stand-up comedian Rita Rudner used to do a lot of jokes 
about being single, and when she got married, she worried 
about losing 20 minutes of comic material. Still, she was 
glad she got married. In fact, she says, “For him, I would 
have given up 40 minutes.”150 

• Jack Gilford’s wife, Madeline, had been married before. 
She remained married for eight years, then got a divorce. On 
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his 8th anniversary, Mr. Gilford told a friend, “I better run 
home and see if my option has been picked up.”151 
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Chapter 4: From Illness to Parents 

Illness 

• Mister Rogers really did answer his fan mail — as is shown 
by the book Dear Mister Rogers, Does It Ever Rain in Your 
Neighborhood? One letter was from a mother whose 
daughter, Michelle — only five-and-a-half years old — 
needed radiation treatment for an inoperable brain tumor. 
Michelle refused to undergo the treatment because she had 
to be alone, even though the treatment would last just one 
minute. After a few days of refusing the treatment, Michelle 
asked, “What’s a minute?” Her mother answered by singing 
part of Mister Rogers’ theme song, “It’s a Beautiful Day in 
the Neighborhood,” and said, “Oops! The minute is up. I 
can’t even finish Mister Rogers’ song.” Michelle then 
exclaimed, “Is that a minute? I can do that!” — and did.152 

• While researching a book on children surviving cancer, 
Erma Bombeck was impressed by the way a three-year-old 
boy faced life. The boy told her, “You know what? I’m going 
to the circus!” — but a camp counselor reminded the boy 
that he wasn’t going to the circus, but he was going 
swimming instead. The boy then turned to Ms. Bombeck and 
said, “You know what? I’m going swimming!” Ms. 
Bombeck wrote later, “It didn’t matter, he would have gone 
to the opening of a bottle of aspirin. And it made me think 
— little things, little moments. Go for them.”153 

• Albert III, Al Gore’s six-year-old son, was hit by a car in 
1989 and thrown for several feet, breaking some of his bones 
and crushing some of his internal organs. He was rushed to 
a hospital, and when he regained consciousness, he told his 
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parents, “I can’t get well without you.” They stayed with him 
throughout his three-week hospital stay, and when they took 
him home in a full-body cast, they put a bed for him in the 
dining room and took turns sleeping on a mattress placed on 
the floor by his bed until he recovered.154 

• Many people fear AIDS. Carmine Buete was a 10-year-old 
boy suffering from AIDS who lived with his grandmother 
near New Year City. After some of the friends of his 
grandmother discovered that he had AIDS, they refused to 
talk to her anymore. Because of that experience, Carmine 
and his grandmother soon learned not to tell many people 
that he had AIDS. Before he died, one of Carmine’s favorite 
toys was an E.T. doll that made him feel better when he was 
ill.155 

• Teddy Kennedy, Jr., the senator’s son, lost a leg to cancer 
in 1973. He used humor to deal with his prosthesis (artificial 
limb). While he was riding on the back of a friend’s bicycle, 
they crashed, and young Ted’s foot became twisted around 
backwards. No problem. He simply twisted his foot around 
so it was facing the right way, then he walked away. The 
people watching him — who didn’t know he was wearing a 
prosthesis — were shocked.156 

In-Laws 

• Mark Twain married a woman from a wealthy family. 
Arriving in Buffalo, New York, Mr. and Mrs. Twain were 
driven to a fancy house, where his new wife told Mr. Twain 
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that the fancy house was a gift to them from her father. Mr. 
Twain shook hands with his father-in-law and said, “If you 
ever come to Buffalo, bring your grip [suitcase] and stay all 
night — it won’t cost you a cent.”157 

• A 1993 TV commercial for a Norwegian airline showed a 
man stripping until he was wearing nothing but his socks, 
then bursting through a doorway to surprise his wife. 
Unfortunately, her parents are with her — and they know 
don’t where to look. The title card for the commercial says, 
“Warning: we’re flying in your in-laws at half-price.”158 

• Irish ballad writer Jimmy Hiney is a small man. When he 
was first introduced to his mother-in-law, she told her 
daughter, “Well, by God, if you get nothing else from him, 
you’ll always get a laugh.”159 

Language 

• As the writer of most episodes of The Twilight Zone, host 
Rod Serling displayed a love of language, a love that he 
exhibited even as a child. When he was six years old, his 
family took a two-and-a-half-hour car trip from Binghamton, 
New York, to Syracuse, New York. Before the trip, his 
parents agreed that they would not speak until young Rod 
had stopped talking. However, they never got a chance to 
speak during the trip because Rod never stopped talking!160 

• After being divorced from his father, Zack’s mother, 
Aimee, discovered that she was in love with another woman, 
Margie, and they moved in together. Zack occasionally hears 

 
157 Source: Cyril Clemens, editor, Mark Twain Anecdotes, p. 9. 

158 Source: Bernice Kanner, The 100 Best TV Commercials, p. 180. 

159 Source: Sean McCann, compiler, The Wit of the Irish, p. 71. 

160 Source: Bob Madison, American Horror Writers, p. 50. 



 53 

other people use words such as “fag” and “dyke,” but his 
mother tells him, “The problem is not with us. It’s with them. 
We’re in a family where everybody loves each other, and 
that’s what matters.”161 

Money 

• Wilson Mizner once married a rich society lady, which 
seemed to be a marriage made in Heaven, given Mr. 
Mizner’s great delight in spending money. However, his 
wife kept a tight grip on her money, giving her husband very 
little of it. Mr. Mizner once got on his knees and pleaded for 
an hour with his wife to prove her love for him by signing a 
blank check, but she would not. While dining at the Waldorf-
Astoria, Mr. Mizner was again pleading for money. This so 
annoyed his wife that she began beating him with the nearest 
thing she had in her possession — an envelope filled with 
money. The envelope came open, the money spilled 
everywhere, and Mr. Mizner and the other diners in the 
restaurant began scrambling for it. His wife saw him on his 
knees, picking up money, and screamed that he could have 
the money since he was willing to crawl for it. Mr. Mizner 
said later, “I’d picked up $8,000 before I realized I’d been 
insulted.”162 

• When Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter Meyer Berger was a 
boy, his family was poor in money. One day early in the 20th 
century, he announced to his mother that he had been given 
the honor of making an acceptance speech because a local 
organization was donating a new flag to his school. Of 
course, this was good news, but his mother looked at his 
shoes and was embarrassed. She told the family that they had 
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only 25 cents, and either she could use the money to buy 
Meyer a used pair of shoes so he could be decently dressed 
when he made the acceptance speech, or she could put it in 
the gas meter and the family could eat a hot supper. The 
family voted for the shoes, and they ate a cold supper that 
night. After young Meyer had made his acceptance speech 
at school, he repeated it at home so his family could hear 
him.163 

• Author Donald Ogden Stewart’s son once broke a window. 
Since Mr. Stewart had to go to work at a movie studio on a 
Sunday, he tried to use the occasion to make his son feel 
guilty for breaking the window by saying that Daddy had to 
go to work to pay for the broken window instead of playing 
tennis, as he had hoped. Mr. Stewart asked his son, “Aren’t 
you sorry that poor, dear Daddy has to work on his day off, 
just because of you?” His son replied, “If you have any 
money left over, buy me an air rifle.”164 

• When Eugene Field was a student at Knox College, he 
sometimes telegraphed his guardian, Melvin L. Gray, for 
money. If the requested money was slow in arriving, Mr. 
Field would telegraph Mr. Gray again, saying that unless he 
received some money quickly, he would be forced to go into 
show business and bill himself as “Melvin L. Gray, Banjo 
and Specialty Artist.”165 

• In 1934, Will Rogers starred in Ah, Wilderness, a play by 
Eugene O’Neill. However, after he received a letter from a 
minister telling him that this particular play was unsuitable 
for being seen by families, Mr. Rogers declined to star in the 
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movie version of the play, thereby losing a salary of over 
$200,000 — a sum that is approximately $2 million in year 
2000 money.166 

Mothers 

• George Burns loved his mother and regarded her as a 
wonderful problem-solver. For example, when one of his 
sisters, Mamie, and her husband, Dr. Max Salis, were having 
problems and considering getting a divorce, his mother 
called in her daughter and listened to her side of the story. 
Then she told her daughter, “Mamie, you’re wrong and the 
doctor is right. I want you to apologize to Max. Tell him 
you’re sorry and that it won’t happen again.” After Mamie 
had left, his mother called in Max and told him, “Doctor, 
Mamie was right. Don’t ever do that again.”167 

• Faye Zealand, as part of the AIDS Resource Foundation for 
Children, has much experience not only with children who 
have HIV or AIDS, but also with children whose parents 
have died from AIDS. She knows one little girl who wanted 
a photograph of her mother, who had died from AIDS. Her 
foster mother got her a photo, but other people were in it, 
and the little girl asked for a photo showing only her mother. 
After she received this photo, the little girl would put it on 
top of her pillow at night, placing it so that it touched her 
head — only then would she go to sleep.168 

• When David Letterman is in Indiana, he visits his mother. 
One day, he called his mother to let her know he was coming 
over, and when he arrived at her house, she asked him, 
“David, would you like some strawberry pie?” He saw a 
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freshly baked strawberry pie on a table, so he asked her, 
“When did you make this?” She replied, “I started right after 
I got off the phone with you.” Mr. Letterman was pleased: 
“It was just the cutest. I was so touched. Isn’t that 
motherhood? She gets off the phone, drops what she’s doing, 
and bakes a pie.”169 

• When Olympic-gold-medal gymnast Bart Conner and his 
brothers were growing up, they had a lot of gymnastics 
equipment, including a set of parallel bars in the basement 
and a set of rings in the yard. Their mother was afraid they 
would hurt themselves, so occasionally she would drive 
around looking for discarded mattresses the day before the 
trash was picked up. When she found one, she would ask if 
she could have it, and she would take it home and place it 
under the gymnastics equipment.170 

• As a single mother, Mary Jane Kurtz found it difficult to 
get her children ready on time to go to church. One Sunday 
morning, she told her children to get ready in no uncertain 
terms and they started laughing at her. They told her, “Mom, 
every time you slam down your foot, smoke comes out. It 
must be the wrath of God!” The smoke was actually the 
powder she had put in her shoes, but thereafter her children 
got ready on time to go to church.171 

• Twyla Tharp’s mother had great faith in her daughter. 
Whenever Twyla brought home a report card that carried any 
grade lower than an A-, her mother immediately assumed 
that her daughter’s teacher was incompetent and made 
arrangements for Twyla to attend a different class — and 
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sometimes a different school. Later, Twyla became the 
world-famous choreographer of Push Comes to Shove.172 

• English entertainer Joyce Grenfell was an actress who 
played a series of unglamorous roles in the movies, 
disappointing her mother, who wanted Joyce to be 
glamorous. Once, her mother told a friend that her daughter 
was in a movie that they were going to see, but when she saw 
Joyce in yet another unglamorous role, she told her friend 
that she had been mistaken and her daughter wasn’t in the 
movie.173 

• Comedian W.C. Fields was good to his mother. After 
leaving home, he studied juggling and comedy. Once he 
began to make good, he sent his mother a note and a $10 bill 
in December of 1898, and thereafter he sent her at least $10 
a week. However, in keeping with his comic persona, he 
didn’t let people know what he was doing, and he always 
denied that he would ever help his family.174 

• Parents sometimes are shocked to learn that one of their 
children is gay, but often they quickly adjust — usually after 
spending some time wondering whether they caused their 
child’s homosexuality. One mother went through that 
process, but eventually joked to her gay son, “I finally 
figured out why you are gay — I chewed Juicy Fruit gum 
while I was pregnant with you.”175 
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• As part of the Kinaaldá ceremony that marks a Navajo 
girl’s coming of age, the girl’s mother “molds” her with her 
hands into the shape of a beautiful and strong woman. When 
Celinda McKelvey’s mother molded her, she squeezed her 
stomach “so you don’t grow up to be fat.” Smiling, Celinda 
asked her mother to do it again — “just to make sure I stay 
skinny.”176 

• Eve Arden appeared in a play titled The Road to Rome, 
about the Carthaginian general Hannibal. Once, when 
Hannibal’s soldiers roughly dragged Ms. Arden’s character 
away on stage, the voice of Liza, Ms. Arden’s two-year-old 
daughter, could be heard in the audience, asking, “What are 
those men doing to my mommy?”177 

• When author Frank DeCaro’s mother decided to learn to 
drive, she asked her brother to teach her. He immediately 
drove his car to the top of the steepest hill in town, got 
himself and his dog out of the car, then told her, “Go ahead. 
Drive.” Decades later, she still complained, “Can you 
believe he took his dog with him?”178 

• When comedian Bob Smith came out to his mother, she 
said, “You’re gay … well, it could be worse. Look at the 
Gardiners across the street with those retarded 
grandchildren.” Mr. Smith laughed and said, “Thanks, Mom. 
I love that comparison.” Shortly afterward, she wrote him a 
loving letter of acceptance.179 
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• As a young boy, Bart Conner was already into gymnastics. 
Often, he used to come home from school, and talk to his 
mother while he was standing on his head. Once, while he 
was standing on his head, she stood on her head and they 
talked to each other.180 

• Figure skater Peggy Fleming keeps scrapbooks filled with 
photographs of her family and children in a cabinet near her 
garage door. Why? If her house is ever threatened by fire, 
she wants her photographs handy so she can save them.181 

Music 

• Before her marriage, soprano Frances Alda had many 
beaus. Once, four of her beaus showed up on the same day 
to hear her perform at the Metropolitan Opera. Each beau 
told her where he would be sitting at the Met. During the 
course of the opera, Ms. Alda sang in turn to each part of the 
Met where she knew one of her beaus would be sitting. By 
the time the opera was over, she had convinced each beau 
that she had been singing especially to him.182 

• Ballerina Suzanne Farrell and her choreographer husband, 
Paul Mejia, bought an island in a lake in the Adirondack 
Mountains and turned it into a dance camp. Often, local 
tourist boats would cruise past the island, which the tour 
guides called “Ballerina Island.” A nearby local couple ate 
their dinners during the early ballet class so they could enjoy 
the romantic music.183 
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• John von Neumann was a child prodigy, but not in music. 
His parents made him take music lessons, but they were 
surprised at his lack of improvement. Then they discovered 
that as their son practiced music scales on his cello, he was 
reading a science or history book that he had placed on his 
music stand.184 

Old Age 

• Paul Douglas used to be a United States senator. When he 
was old, he suffered a stroke and was confined to a 
wheelchair. One day, while reaching for something, he fell 
out of his wheelchair. The only other person at home was his 
wife, who wasn’t strong enough to pick him up and put him 
back in the wheelchair. She told her husband, “Paul, we 
haven’t had a picnic in such a long time,” then she went into 
the kitchen and made some sandwiches. She brought out the 
sandwiches, put a few potted plants around to make the 
scene look more like the country, and opened a bottle of 
wine. The two had their picnic, and then they read love 
poetry to each other until someone arrived to help pick up 
Mr. Douglas.185 

• An aged parent had a problem, so he asked R’ Shmuel 
Salant for advice. The problem was this: His sons had moved 
to America, and now they did not keep the Sabbath or 
observe the other commandments that God had given His 
chosen people. However, his sons did send him money, and 
he worried whether it was proper to accept the money. R’ 
Shmuel Salant said, “Your sons wish to keep only one 
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commandment, that of honoring their parents, and you wish 
to deprive them of that as well?”186 

• All his life, Rabbi Moshe Feinstein got up each day at 4 
a.m. in order to study. When he was 85, his wife pleaded 
with him to get up a little later, so that he could rest more, 
but he replied that he needed to get up that early to study 
because he didn’t want to remain an ignoramus.187 

Olympics 

• United States figure skater Tara Lipinski has wanted to win 
a medal at the Olympics ever since she was a child. When 
she was still a toddler, the Olympics were on TV, but she 
didn’t pay much attention until some medals were awarded 
— then she was fascinated. She watched the athletes stand 
on podiums, wearing ribbons around their necks and holding 
flowers. Tara’s parents used to keep her toys in Tupperware 
containers, so to create a podium, she turned over one of the 
Tupperware containers and stood on it, then she asked her 
mother for a ribbon and some flowers so she could be like 
the athletes on TV.188 

• Strange things sometimes happen to child athletes. When 
she was nine years old, Russian figure skater Ekaterina 
Gordeeva began to skate in a competition, but she discovered 
that she could not move her head because she had 
accidentally zipped her hair in her costume. She had to stop 
skating so she could unzip her ponytail. As an adult, she won 
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two Olympic gold medals in pairs skating with her husband, 
Sergei Grinkov.189 

• As a young gymnast, Dominic Moceanu showed a lot of 
confidence. While signing autographs before the 1996 
Olympic Games in Atlanta were held, she added to her 
signature, “’96 gold, for sure.” Her cockiness was justified 
— the United States women’s gymnastics team, of which 
Ms. Moceanu was a member, won the gold medal.190 

• After Dorothy Hamill won the gold medal in women’s 
figure skating at the 1976 Olympic Games, she slept with it 
under her pillow. The next day, someone asked where she 
was keeping it. She pulled it from out of her blouse and said, 
“Right here.”191 

Parents 

• Tara Lipinski is a champion figure skater, but her parents 
had to sacrifice for her to become a champion. Her father 
lived in Texas, where his job is, but Tara and her mother 
lived in Detroit, where she could train with a top coach and 
skate at a top rink. In addition, her parents refinanced their 
house and took out a loan to pay for Tara’s skating, coaching, 
and travel expenses. Now that Tara is an Olympic gold 
medalist and a professional figure skater, she earns enough 
money by performing to more than pay for her expenses. 
(The parents of many other champion sports stars also make 
these kinds of sacrifices.)192 
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• Zack lives in New Jersey and has same-sex parents — 
Aimee and Margie. One day, he was talking with his friend 
Alex and they stopped talking when Zack’s mother and her 
lover — Zack calls them his two mothers — walked up to 
them. Curious, Zack’s mother, Aimee, asked what was going 
on. Alex replied, “I wanted to know if it’s all right if I told 
someone that you’re a lesbian.” Aimee looked at Margie for 
a moment, then the two women laughed, and Aimee said, 
“Sure, it’s all right. We like being lesbians.”193 

• Parents worry about their teenage children going out on 
dates, and they want to meet the people their children are 
dating. A mother was shocked when her daughter said she 
was going on a date with a boy the mother had not met, so 
the girl’s mother decided to call the boy’s mother to find out 
something about him. The boy’s mother stated, “He’s my 
son, and I love him.” Hearing that, the girl’s mother sighed 
and said, “Well, that’s fine. I’m sure everything will be all 
right.”194 

• Some teachers can get upset with parents. Following one 
conference with a mother, a Quaker teacher exclaimed, “The 
only people who ought not to have children are parents!” A 
former head of Bootham School, a school for Quakers, once 
said, “There are moments when I feel that in the next world 
I would like to be Head Master of an orphanage.”195 

• When Mexican artist Diego Rivera was a small child, he 
liked to draw on walls and furniture. Of course, his parents 
didn’t want him to do this, but they did want him to use his 
creativity, so his father set aside an entire room for young 
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Diego. He covered the entire room with canvas, so Diego 
was able to draw wherever he liked in that room.196 

• When children compete at important sports events, their 
parents react in different ways. When Dorothy Hamill won 
the gold medal in women’s figure skating at the 1976 
Olympic Games, her father watched the competition in 
person, but her mother was too nervous to watch and stayed 
in her hotel room.197 

• Etiquette expert Grace Fox knows a family that schedules 
regular musical or literary nights. On one occasion, the 
parents tried to turn on their children — metalheads all — to 
the music of the Beatles and Janis Joplin. (Their children 
remained metalheads, but everyone had fun.)198 

• When he was growing up, professional baseball player 
Harmon Killebrew used to play ball with his brother and 
father in the front yard. His mother once complained that 
they were ruining the lawn, but his father replied, “We’re 
raising kids — not raising grass.”199 

• Trevor Mark Sage-EL is a bi-racial child growing up in 
New Jersey. His father is black, and his mother is white. 
When people ask Trevor what he is, he replies, “Human.” 
And when he thinks it is necessary, he asks, “What are you? 
Alien?”200 
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Chapter 5: From Physicians to Work 

Physicians 

• Leila Denmark, born 1898, was still practicing pediatric 
medicine at age 100. Her advice often drew on her long 
experience in life. Once, a mother called Dr. Denmark after 
her two children had gotten pinworm. Dr. Denmark told her 
that it wasn’t anything to worry about and to bring the 
children to her clinic on Monday. Then Dr. Denmark asked 
why the mother was crying. After learning that she was 
crying because her husband was blaming her for the 
children’s contracting pinworm, Dr. Denmark made a 
prescription: “You go gather the family up, and everybody 
go on a picnic today.”201 

• A man was doing minor repairs around the house, and he 
decided to revarnish the toilet seat. Unfortunately, he forgot 
to tell his wife, and a short time later, he heard her calling 
from the bathroom, “I’m stuck!” Unable to free his wife, the 
man unbolted the toilet seat and carried both her and it to the 
bedroom, where he placed her face down on the bed, then 
called their physician. The physician arrived, surveyed the 
situation, then said, “I agree that it’s very pretty, but why did 
you decide to frame it?”202 

Practical Jokes 

• When Al Gore was appearing on the TV program Larry 
King Live, his wife, Tipper, phoned in and, disguising her 
voice, said, “I just had to tell you — you’re the most 
handsome man I’ve ever seen.” Still disguising her voice, 
she asked him for a date. Mr. Gore didn’t recognize her 
voice, so he was embarrassed as he tried to stammer out an 
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answer. Finally, Mr. King pointed out that Mr. Gore was a 
married man and so of course he wouldn’t be willing to make 
a date. Using her own voice, Mrs. Gore then asked, “Not 
even with his wife?”203 

• Comedian Robin Williams’ mother had a sense of humor. 
She once attended an invitational dance at the Lake Forest 
— Lake Bluff (Illinois) Bath and Tennis Club. She dressed 
extremely well, but she also blacked out her front teeth, 
making herself appear toothless. All around her, people were 
saying, “You’d think someone who could afford clothes like 
that could afford to get her teeth fixed.”204 

• Beatrice Kaufman once asked Alexander Woollcott to 
write a reference letter so her daughter could attend a certain 
school. As a joke, Mr. Woollcott sent to Mrs. Kaufman what 
she took to be a carbon copy of his reference letter, which 
began: “I implore you to accept this unfortunate child and 
remove her from her shocking environment.”205 

Prejudice 

• As a bi-racial child, Trevor Mark Sage-EL is aware of 
racism. His father is black, and his mother is white. When 
his parents needed a loan to buy a house, they went together 
to a bank, where their loan application was turned down. So 
the next time his mother went alone to the bank, and this time 
their loan application was accepted. Trevor also is aware that 
his family is treated differently when he is alone with his 
father than when he is alone with his mother. Once, a woman 
thought that his father, who was eating a hamburger, was 
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going to steal her purse. That kind of thing doesn’t happen 
when Trevor is alone with his mother.206 

• Families change. Two parents discovered that their young 
son was gay, and they took the news so badly that their son 
ran away for a year. They were overwhelmed with remorse 
and did their best to track their son down. Eventually, they 
discovered that he was in Portland, Oregon, so they went to 
the police there for help, but the woman police officer the 
father first contacted immediately told him that 
homosexuality is wrong. The father told her, “I don’t give a 
d*mn how you feel about it. This is my son and I need to 
find him — he’s 15 years old.”207 

Problem-Solving 

• A couple of American teachers who were best friends went 
on a trip to Mexico. Walking along a street, they were 
arrested and taken to the police station, where they 
discovered that they had been walking in a red-light district 
in which the only women allowed were licensed prostitutes. 
The fine for a woman without a prostitute’s license walking 
there was 20,000 pesos. Like most teachers, the women 
didn’t have much money, and what money they did have, 
they wanted to spend on their vacation, not on a fine. 
Fortunately, they found a way out of their dilemma: In order 
not to spend good money on a fine, and with no thought of 
taking up a new profession, each teacher avoided the fine by 
purchasing a prostitute’s license for 20 pesos.208 

• When he was a child, John W. Mauchly liked to read in bed 
at night, but his mother wanted him to get his sleep, so she 
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sometimes checked to make sure that his light was out. 
Therefore, he invented a special lamp to solve this problem. 
When his mother came up the stairs to check on him, the 
lamp automatically went out. When she went down the stairs 
after checking up on him, the lamp automatically came on 
again. As an adult, Mr. Mauchly became one of the co-
designers of the ENIAC and UNIVAC computers.209 

• Buddy and Vilma Ebsen were a famous brother-and-sister 
dance team during the 1930s. They danced to arrangements 
by Glenn Miller, who put a lot of brass into the 
arrangements. Sometimes, the brass players in small towns 
would object to playing the arrangements, so Buddy would 
ask his sister, “Would you go give them your brass-section 
smile?”210 

• Comedian Joe E. Brown’s household was filled with milk 
drinkers — they drank 17 quarts a day. Because so many 
milk drinkers were in the family, there often wasn’t any left 
for Mr. Brown to have a glass late at night after returning 
home from work. His wife solved the problem by putting the 
sign “POISON — DON’T DRINK” on one bottle each 
day.211 

Public Speaking 

• William Jennings Bryan ran for President of the United 
States against William F. McKinley. While on the campaign 
trail, Mr. Bryan made a speech in which he told his audience 
that “come November, my wife will be sleeping in the White 
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House.” A man in the crowd immediately yelled, “And if she 
is, she’ll be sleeping with McKinley.”212 

• The unmarried daughter of English statesman William 
Wilberforce campaigned for him. As she rose to speak, the 
audience chanted, “Miss Wilberforce forever! Miss 
Wilberforce forever!” She replied, “I thank you, gentlemen, 
but I do not wish to remain Miss Wilberforce forever.”213 

Sex 

• A 1991 public service TV commercial in Spain showed a 
high school principal snooping in the locker rooms as 
students take gym class. The principal walks into the gym, 
holds a condom up high, and tells the students in a 
threatening voice, “I found this in your locker room. Whose 
is it?” A boy says, “It’s mine.” Instantly, another boy says, 
“It’s mine.” Then a girl says, “It’s mine.” Suddenly, dozens 
of students, all of whom resent the principal’s snooping, are 
telling the principal, “It’s mine.” At this point comes the 
public service message: “The condom is the most efficient 
method for preventing unwanted births and sexually 
transmitted diseases. Put it on. Put it on him.”214 

• As you would expect, Groucho Marx was very good at 
puncturing the pride of rich people. During World War II, so 
many men were away fighting that Groucho was forced to 
do his own gardening. A rich woman saw him, assumed that 
he was a real gardener, and tried to entice him away from the 
family that she supposed had hired him. She stopped her car 
and asked, “Oh, gardener — how much do you get a month?” 
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Groucho replied, “Oh, I don’t get paid in dollars — the lady 
of the house lets me sleep with her.” (Of course, Groucho 
was married to the lady of his house.)215 

• A wealthy man once walked in his garden, where he saw 
his gardener and the gardener’s beautiful wife. Because the 
wealthy man wanted to sleep with the gardener’s beautiful 
wife, he sent the gardener on an errand, then told the 
gardener’s wife to shut all the gates of the garden. However, 
the gardener’s wife knew what he was up to, so when she 
returned, she told him, “I have shut all the gates but one.” 
The wealthy man asked, “Which gate is that?” She replied, 
“The gate that is between us and God.” After hearing her 
answer, the wealthy man begged her to forgive him.216 

• A couple of professors at the University of Washington 
were immensely cool. On their table was prominently 
displayed a copy of Masters and Johnson’s Human Sexual 
Response, which reported the results of their research on sex. 
Inside was an inscription written by Masters and Johnson 
themselves: “Thanks for your cooperation.”217 

Siblings 

• Buddy Ebsen is perhaps best known for portraying the 
character of Jed Clampett in the TV series The Beverly 
Hillbillies; however, he and Vilma Ebsen were a popular 
brother-and-sister dance team in the 1930s. As they toured, 
their billing changed frequently. Sometimes they were billed 
as the Ebsens, but at other times they were billed as Vilma 
and Buddy Ebsen. However, Vilma was upset once when 
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they were billed in two towns in a row as “Buddy Ebsen and 
Sister Vilma.” She even threatened, “If that is not replaced 
with Vilma and Buddy Ebsen, or The Ebsens, you will be 
very interested to know that I’m doing the whole act in a 
nun’s habit. If I’m going to be Sister Vilma, then I’ll be 
‘Sister’ Vilma!”218 

• Fortunately, homosexuality is becoming more accepted. 
Lesbian comedian Kate Clinton was trying to get into a 
concert featuring Ellen DeGeneres when she had to ask a 
police officer for help. The police officer asked her a few 
questions — then he tried to fix her up with his sister!219 

• Quaker William H. Sessions once heard a woman in the 
Salvation Army say that when she realized that wearing 
jewelry would cause her to go to hell, she immediately 
gathered up all her jewelry — and gave it to her sister!220 

• Early in figure skater Rudy Galindo’s career, he was 
financially supported by Laura, his sister. For a while, he 
affectionately called her the “Bank of Laura.”221 

Sons 

• Yitta Halberstam Mandelbaum used to tell bedtime stories 
to Eli, her son. For an entire year, each of the bedtime stories 
she told was about her rabbi, Shlomo Carlebach! Eventually, 
she collected the stories into a book that her son urged her to 
title The Rabbi of Love. (She used the title Holy Brother.) 
Here is one story she tells in the book: In the early 1980s, 
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221 Source: Christine Brennan, Inside Edge, p. 68. 
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Rabbi Carlebach, aka the Singing Rabbi, gave a concert to a 
maximum-security prison for both Jewish and Arab women 
in Ramlah, Israel. However, when the concert was scheduled 
to begin, Rabbi Shlomo noticed that only Jewish prisoners 
were present, so he asked that the Arab prisoners also attend 
his concert. By the end of the concert, everyone—Jewish 
prisoners, Arab prisoners, and prison guards—were singing 
together and dancing in a circle.222 

• A Jew met a cantor and asked, “What shall I do? My son 
has decided to convert to Christianity.” The cantor replied, 
“Funny you should ask — my son has also decided to 
convert.” Together they sought their rabbi and asked, “What 
shall we do? Our sons have decided to convert to 
Christianity.” The rabbi replied, “Funny you should ask — 
my son has also decided to convert.” Together they decided 
to pray to God: “What shall we do? Our sons have decided 
to convert to Christianity.” Out of Heaven, a mighty voice 
replied, “Funny you should ask ….”223 

• Poet Nikki Giovanni read frequently to Thomas, her young 
son, but occasionally she was tired and told him, “Go read it 
yourself,” although he was too young to read. One day, she 
said that to him, and he replied, “OK, I will.” Ms. Giovanni 
said, “But you don’t know how to read.” However, Thomas 
proved that he could read by picking up a New York Times 
and reading the headlines out loud to her. Immediately, Ms. 
Giovanni read a story to him. She explained later, “I didn’t 
want to punish him for having learned to read, by not reading 
to him.”224 
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• Francis Hodgson Burnett, author of A Little Princess and 
The Secret Garden, based the title character of her novel 
Little Lord Fauntleroy on her own son, Vivien. In 1937, 
Vivien Burnett died a hero. Two men and two women were 
in a craft that overturned in a sound. Vivien maneuvered his 
yawl to the overturned craft and rescued the two men and 
two women, then he collapsed and died.225 

• Comedian Robin Williams often watched Saturday 
morning cartoons with Zach, his young son. While watching, 
Mr. Williams sometimes did funny voices and made funny 
remarks. Usually, Zach enjoyed this, but sometimes he told 
his father, “Daddy, don’t use that voice. Just be Daddy.”226 

• One day, Bobbie, Beatrice Lillie’s son, came in the house 
after playing in the garden. Ms. Lillie saw the dirt on her 
son’s face and arms and asked what he had been doing. He 
said, “I’ve been in the garden playing with the faeries.” She 
replied, “Faeries? Elves, dear.”227 

• Jack, Art Linkletter’s son, attended Beverly Hills High 
School, where he once ran for class president. Because 85 
percent of the school’s students were Jewish, Jack used the 
name “Linkletterberg” for campaigning purposes and almost 
won the election.228 

Thanksgiving 

• According to Totie Fields, her sister (Rosie), was the best 
cook in the family. Just before one Thanksgiving, Rosie 
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prepared a feast of Jewish dishes — mushroom and barley 
soup, noodle pudding, brisket, and so on. (Totie says that this 
is what the Jewish Pilgrims ate.) Because the refrigerator and 
freezer were already full, they carried the Thanksgiving food 
out to the garage and left it there, knowing that the weather 
was cold enough to keep the food safe. Thanksgiving 
morning they went to the garage, only to discover that a 
gardener had left the door to the garage open and a 
neighborhood dog had enjoyed the feast. For Thanksgiving, 
they ate in a restaurant, then drove around the neighborhood 
looking for a dog with heartburn.229 

War 

• Michael, the son of children’s author Walter Dean Myers, 
served in the Persian Gulf War and came back to the United 
States safe and sound. About the experience of having a 
child serve as a soldier in a war, Mr. Myers says, “You hear 
this story about a woman waking up in the middle of the 
night in fear, and later she learns that her husband was killed 
at that exact moment. Well, that’s a bunch of crap. The truth 
is, you wake up every night in fear. It was a very scary time.” 
(Mr. Myers’ younger brother died in Vietnam.)230 

• One of Emma Washa’s sons had an unenviable job during 
World War II. He worked in a hospital ward, and the 
wounded soldiers sometimes went crazy with pain and 
suffering. His job was to kneel on them to keep them from 
getting out of bed and hurting themselves. Later, this son 

 
229 Source: Marilyn Hall and Rabbi Jerome Cutler, The Celebrity 
Kosher Cookbook, p. 35. 

230 Source: Denise M. Jordan, Walter Dean Myers: Writer for Real 
Teens, p. 90. 



 75 

died from a brain tumor. According to Ms. Washa, the brain 
tumor was caused by the insanity of war.231 

Weddings 

• In the first half of the 20th century, Edwin Porter was a 
preacher in Texas, where he performed many weddings. In 
those days, etiquette books said that $3 was the proper 
amount to pay the preacher for performing the wedding, but 
when asked what he was owed Rev. Porter simply answered, 
“Just pay me whatever you think your wife is worth.” One 
new husband dug a quarter out of his pocket and asked if 
Rev. Porter had change! But another new husband dug into 
his pockets and hauled out bills, quarters, and other change, 
then he handed all his money to Rev. Porter without counting 
it, saying, “My wife is worth all I’ve got.” (Because the 
marriage fees varied so widely, Rev. Porter’s children made 
a game out of guessing the amount the groom would pay 
their father.)232 

• In a Haverhill, Massachusetts, cemetery are several funeral 
stones dedicated to the wives of Captain Nathaniel Thurston. 
His final wife, who outlived him, is not there. During the 
good captain’s final trip to the cemetery from Lansinburgh, 
New York, she rode beside his coffin in the undertaker’s 
wagon while the undertaker and his son rode up front. On 
the way back home from the cemetery, she rode beside the 
undertaker up front while his son rode in back. When she 
and the undertaker returned back home to Lansinburgh, New 
York, they got married.233 
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• Aung San Suu Kyi of Burma fell in love with British citizen 
Michael Aris. In 1971, when he was working as a tutor in 
Bhutan for the royal family and she was working in New 
York City, she sent him 187 letters. They married even 
though Suu Kyi came from a prominent Burmese family and 
the Burmese people often are against intermarriage with 
foreigners. In fact, Chit Myaing, former Burmese 
ambassador to Great Britain, said, “The Burmese people 
would not like [Suu Kyi] marrying a foreigner. I knew that 
if I attended the wedding, I would be fired that day.”234 

• Frank Benson was the manager of a traveling 
Shakespearean troupe and a man who enjoyed sports. Once, 
he heard a rumor that one of his actors, Harold Large, was 
expected to ask a certain woman to marry him. Mr. Benson 
asked his wife, Constance, if she thought the woman would 
accept the marriage proposal. She replied, “I don’t know. He 
hasn’t made his fortune yet.” This shocked Mr. Benson: 
“Good Heavens! I don’t know what she wants — the fellow 
is one of the finest half-backs in England!”235 

• One of Dini von Mueffling’s best friends was Alison Gertz, 
who had contracted HIV, which developed into AIDS. Dini 
met a man, they fell in love, he asked her to marry him, and 
she accepted. However, Dini was worried about what Alison 
would say when she told her. She needn’t have worried. 
After learning that the man, Richard, had asked Dini to 
marry him after knowing her for only three months, Alison 
asked, “What took him so long?”236 
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• Rabbi Shlomo Carlebach once wrote the wedding 
invitation for two of his friends, promising them, “It’ll be the 
holiest wedding invitation in the world!” The invitation read, 
“The whole world is invited to the wedding of Ne’eman 
Rosen and Malka Gorman.” The invitations were given out 
all through the Haight-Ashbury district, and attending the 
wedding were many people whom Mr. Rosen and Ms. 
Gorman didn’t know.237 

• In the late 1890s and early 1900s, educated women were 
rare. For example, Ernestine Carey was educated in college 
at a time when few women were and those few were looked 
at somewhat strangely. When she married Frank B. Gilbreth, 
Jr., a newspaper reported, “Although a graduate of the 
University of California, the bride is nonetheless an 
extremely attractive young woman.”238 

• A woman walked into a fabric shop and asked for a fabric 
that would rustle when she walked. The proprietor found a 
suitable fabric for her, then out of curiosity asked what she 
wanted it for. The woman replied, “I am getting married to a 
blind man, and I want to make a wedding dress that rustles 
when I walk down the aisle so my fiancé will know when 
I’ve arrived at the altar.”239 

• Sonja Ely’s five-year-old granddaughter was holding a 
wedding for two of her dolls. At one point, she spoke for the 
groom, saying to the minister, “Now you can read us our 
rights.” Speaking for the minister, she then said, “You have 
the right to remain silent, anything you say can be held 
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against you, you have the right to have an attorney present. 
You may kiss the bride.”240 

• In 1982, figure skater Dorothy Hamill married Dean Paul 
Martin, the son of entertainer Dean Martin. President Ronald 
Reagan was one of her neighbors at the time, but she didn’t 
invite him to the wedding because she feared that the 
presence of the Secret Service guards would interfere with 
the wedding and with the enjoyment of the guests.241 

• Tom Cahill used to be the coach of the Army football team. 
He played his college football at Niagara, where he was once 
caught sneaking into bed at 3 a.m. His punishment for 
breaking training was to copy the text of an entire book. He 
chose Selecting a Mate in Marriage and copied it from 9 
p.m. to 7 a.m.242 

• Richard Vaux, a Quaker, was secretary to a legation that 
appeared at the English court. He fit in well at court and 
wrote home that he had danced with Princess Victoria (who 
later became Queen of England). His mother read the letter, 
then remarked, “I do hope Richard won’t marry out of 
meeting.”243 

• A Harvard football star was getting married. As he knelt 
before the bishop, the guests started laughing. The ushers — 
all of whom were football fans — had printed on the sole of 
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his left shoe “TO HELL” and on the sole of his right shoe 
“WITH YALE.”244 

Widows 

• Dipa Ma started studying meditation after she fell into a 
deep depression after the sudden death of her husband, 
which followed the deaths of two of her children. She asked 
herself, “What can I take with me when I die?” Looking 
around, she saw many material possessions and her 
daughter, but nothing she could take with her when she died. 
She then thought, “Let me go to the meditation center. 
Maybe I can find something there I can take with me when I 
die.” In meditation, she found peace.245 

• Women of the west gained respect from men of the west. 
After a widow travelling west succeeded through sheer 
determination in getting her children alive through Death 
Valley, the men traveling with her agreed that “she was the 
best man of the party.”246 

Work 

• Aryeh Labe, aka Archie Lionel, was the youngest brother 
of the mother of Al Capp, creator of the comic strip Li’l 
Abner. As a young man, he didn’t know whether to become 
a rabbi or a dancer. One day, Aryeh and two friends visited 
his sister’s family. After eating, the two friends put on a 
dance demonstration for the family. They were magnificent, 
and Al’s mother asked her brother, “Archie, kind, can you 
dance that way?” Archie replied, “Never in a million years.” 
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Hearing that, she advised her brother, “Then, Archie, tierer, 
become a rabbi.” He did. (By the way, the friends really were 
magnificent dancers. Their names were Arthur and 
Katherine Murray.)247 

• Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter Meyer Berger was very 
poor when he was growing up. As a child, he and two 
brothers — one older, one younger — got up early to sell 
newspapers in diners. After the first batch of newspapers was 
sold, the youngest brother quit working; after the second 
batch was sold, Meyer quit working; finally, after all the 
newspapers were sold, the oldest brother quit working. As 
an adult, Meyer would sometimes arrive at work carrying a 
dozen copies of the same newspaper — he never said no to 
a newsboy.248 

• While appearing as a lecturer across the country, Will 
Rogers included a comic bit in which he and his nephew 
moved a piano across the stage. The nephew did the hard 
work of moving the piano, while Will “helped” by moving 
the piano stool. One night, an accident occurred on stage. 
The piano collapsed, the audience laughed, and Will said 
later, “I wish it would happen every night.”249 

• Eugene Field wanted a raise while he was working for the 
Chicago Daily News. So one day he and his four small 
children dressed in rags and went inside the editor’s office, 
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where the children begged, “Please, sir, won’t you raise our 
father’s wages?”250 
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Appendix B: About the Author 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, is the guy who gave me a haircut when I was 
in kindergarten. He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the 
back of my head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald 
spot grew out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a Master of Arts degree in English and a Master of 
Arts degree in Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 
10, The Funniest People in Comedy, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, 
and William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose. 
If all goes well, I will publish one or two books a year for the rest of my 
life. (On the other hand, a good way to make God laugh is to tell Her 
your plans.) 

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams.  
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Appendix C: Some Books by David Bruce 

SOME BOOKS BY DAVID BRUCE 

(Lots of FREE PDFs) 

RETELLINGS OF A CLASSIC WORK OF LITERATURE 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/731768 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZEHJnB1_5RpznJDgrdO9Fzkz0R
5nqF6n/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Arraignment, or Poetaster: A 
Retelling                                                                          

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1144681 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/02/david-bruce-
ben-jonsons-the-arraignment-or-poetaster-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S1nIEZ7fgHIyV4-
ZDozfJ4FcVUlaC13_/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/759774 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SIoalHNdD99q9jKmXO3kVvh8yd
xB4to8/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1112743 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WHn6mnGPDbZlTus6A644w0TCg
_QoNDE4/view?usp=sharing 
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Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1098400 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uQOLh10ExHMrx9z-P-
5qUxaHc2CQTD0x/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/953165 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17vGtkBruVyQ09aeFtVStum9NCix
ZtfN1/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1073045 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dsXMV0sZ26Y9gwFFeu_Kry1cNc
z2te6c/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1104946 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14-
GEUj96Fxm_Oopp2YyICHPXskE8QLCp/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1121591 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dGmaBNTIgZ33Kk7kFWn9-
LDviAoeeLdU/view?usp=sharing 
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Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A 
Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1129496 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
fdVc1npRztXd35ghACIA5SMMo060w8b/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Magnetic Lady: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1155616 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lVkWpm03vUkR69SKkXRdPomy
DBkSLDTv/view 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/07/14/david-
bruce-ben-jonsons-the-magnetic-lady-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1081049 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13yJqpwBvx7Z-
NI7SgwQkgsEDj7UOpy3q/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138210 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eC9wyTDHm8cU2DTzk7sXcP3BQ
eaYnHEe/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1088627 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sRxzFLJWRGRzOUO_lSzscxvQc
ADrTgX4/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s A Tale of a Tub: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1150977 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o4MRmyFhhKNhlIrItuT9vvSFXE
qXYEUX/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/2022/06/10/david-bruce-
ben-jonsons-a-tale-of-a-tub-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/745087 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EagmTdd7dPmGac68TiEYyOVO
Qwza5moT/view?usp=sharing 

BEN JONSON: (HARDCOVER FOR SALE) 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/911460 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/871108 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WqCOjMsMUZMxvrIkJZQXLSC
T0ZiGaaeP/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-
Text and of the 1616 B-Text 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/824058 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UubeU27eLLD5n-
ldCChu6WpSU0op30dp/view?usp=sharing 



 95 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/904128 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dL1zOwOsQXTmBMuVvL7byFH
Svm7A_XVS/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/880308 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wr0cECCJNB7Y5EB7a8ZTd0nD7
ZfnY-6j/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/909794 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10QIuaaar9tavcxDtRcOfPnpkitZu3
AEy/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/890081 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vlnL66UbtvRMOWAnwTpSq12tbo
sRNrCN/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16MC3INNAzLtjT4TqGtUmxBKY
mp6Lnc5k/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/89244 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LQ66lugwlsEX5yW1RreCHGxbj2
7Uptzm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/210951 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LCQVTO9wq7l187pyaTg5__OBM
ERuzLc4/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238110 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ak3NNXxO0JspM2qXcM7-
FmFLR16wnkeS/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/781086 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yj-
AAS0oRbapdSeAw33gg6k2il78N7Yu/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/287203 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hRMimR9VchgFI7q5nBKmE6udio
tCzq7c/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

George Chapman, Ben Jonson, and John Marston’s Eastward Ho! 
A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1159953 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u5IoTl0BCiUyjb9qsTRry9qqL83s
QvKC/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/942964 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wP9QhCckDYb74nMjJDDVTy2R
nCTgB0ja/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1006013 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eUZu9AJ46GfP9bMKoBFTJ9_yG
al9ZBp_/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of 
Absalom: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/993326 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RxPvTQl_qnKhbHAfynddd6msw
OxY3mi8/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1061540 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KbKXK8nazt_KPpw9LfOi9ufZt9w
Egybs/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/918341 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Cnr70ydtTbXAYaihq6I_V-
3ik1sTW0Q/view?usp=sharing 

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1108197 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18MYbD9wENgFqSMC_s-
PijXsorVQguFWx/view?usp=sharing 
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https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/800724 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MdkCVAtxuWZrgkCNMwrJ2uDL
NDwjnFBk/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/264676 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18tiAjtd5a6Qil0FHIss2UpCEacizaij
3/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/87553 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rn5b3A6TFJngdZ_DC0daL9jZBT
oiSy-P/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

J.W. Gent’s The Valiant Scot: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1163699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J4Kr3XePpMc8EEXENGUw-
BLP6jzlOnZE/view?usp=sharing 

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of 
Rhodes’ Argonautica 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/337653   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11fFWYrzu_YBK_Zb8aYQkYDvj5t
DjSYPw/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1064210 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AwIT0aSbN5pJjMu-
tqa46LoQyN3aHyL8/view?usp=sharing 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989979 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/792090 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PVkKm5BxBYE8uUY9IzcjdEQZ5i
pGmxlm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989291 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19JQQmLv_b3Oy3N3yhRpQM0b5y
mAFh_zy/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/985699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16F0PoPepXJJAX2RBn2lVK1Apvp
6gwO9g/view?usp=sharing 
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https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/946285 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DTu7EkdqS8PEuljstF4KMnW9d3
S5CiXc/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/925020 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aE9jUQfe3e4acoJ63kIaqY57Mi9hr
Jja/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/937190 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/930049 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/21/david-bruce-john-
fords-the-queen-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s ’Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/771031 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V9aUtdKeYWY6DRoVimK-
Vq6J8a6DL9JN/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1000808 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19zCtHbfGVamswILTd8MUDWC1
pabCUEs8/view?usp=sharing 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/814530 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_gqk9Es–
Qvi8EjqY_4OztVsCiVJcQ0j/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Margaret Cavendish’s An Unnatural Tragedy 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1165938 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-
margaret-cavendishs-the-unnatural-tragedy-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LTZmKC-
JAVv6b1EjsWa3VKoimLLY35VV/view?usp=sharing 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/957047 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/915455 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bX1a4cbdne38rgJ2sy4A4_8SIQ_ljn
CW/view?usp=sharing 
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The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1052341 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10FsrQNk4Z1TAbiW_5VCD303Vn
EZqR6tP/view?usp=sharing 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/772884 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QcGqnBsSPsRdPwctADo6DytHqZ
SyDMkG/view?usp=sharing 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/486330 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/277646 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yl8jYM0EJwB99WnoNlZRQEIms
6UJIpFW/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/724666 

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776868 

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776890 

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/715562 
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William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/777062 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/396839 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12o7eBSJGMgUC0g8SAMu0nMU2
NiACJXrf/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/502075 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qGGQ-
Lspj4Gb83sAPswNqUS4b0GRZJ1o/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/675826 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hh1jTLrHrAKoALVcwJEbrt5aT8
pQL_zi/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/687115 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rvMb6nXxK_okkITLF_tyDGaqhu
TYVijX/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694202 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_jjUayHsRVJ2h2gUO1rCfGTCj7S
UFJLA/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/660279 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ja-
2V83BSWhghpq9AL0hhtqFWLW_bPSn/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/561440 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G1KG2zguWBWjPuhZ5QjwLF03
kxFoPclG/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/411180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0v9ArsOwf-
En5qozztSS38VNXR1p1V8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/474177 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wAatX3tir_baMztNcSFMKBgtXJ3
cgvb8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/651995 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p6TclIesIQIWseyinVn1JKlaVtVdC
kyR/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/607757 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_rFv0GMVio1GWDRzKZaQPz0b
pKnmZ4gK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/521558 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uspV57BL_sPkdiFW9CpSfe8NWq
b3Cm4T/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/494583 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pgwen6K6fAsytS-
S2yNZGLaqkshi4man/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/702433 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IKgOFql3um0hFyrvC3IIlc37YaHb
wmBb/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/417297 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11rRg9RPr0pRQXF8daiUj6jMudK
wRxNks/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/667943 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Aub_JpQL7vZQAAp5g-
34Vr7NVZyHvuKu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/549148 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kO0SpOyjHJEka1hxx0yXJ4qAg9B
f1aFV/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/640495 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
WidUGo3nNGJcZuFw8Qcb9G3MmPzTJQ6/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/371976 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I87NcdPFwUcR2fkAAjRQ3qDXigj
YcTQ4/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/530136 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fxyLYZse-
hVzDdDH5SzqvFysH_juUcxk/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/485384 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DvnFHudHaRpdIzALOYGWcmd
mAn-H7bdI/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/510046 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EeW_R4qKQ_jC99YXWI_1fZjWh
TAYVvwK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/389517 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI
nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/432053 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI
nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469501 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VrfnhPm0GYX2zcNwvWgHQ0ak9
sZ51co8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/588726 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OnOYpIU6ttyYeDPnE2eZ9HDGa
DTKs_Pu/view?usp=sharing 
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William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/633694 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WBbCx2hqqkeb61YNVOFm_umG
UOuER-CT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/598141 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jkpgFM73fq_jNSQy38OV6pNBlZ-
b8qMl/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/385811 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J8ZCJ5mBzgrW_04gxTZbw71ZA
wIIHF9A/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1He6vWJCLxqnsKe-
tAU6Kya6ZqFJec2NU/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/424622 

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/437521 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HX0qJl1uHXVVAQOURGunZOY
rBO7_VXxC/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/18/david-bruce-
william-shakespeares-the-tempest-a-retelling-in-prose-free-pdf/ 

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/626171 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12T_925ZjKyv7nq6KabkDSjb5-
R25Z-Uu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/569421 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j2-
iaeffwqRl36PBDraU5IHZf56vIIZp/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/617533 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VB7kp0nYIU-
7hs60mT3swV7VQoyQr0ll/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/404123 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/181NOX5-
JArXwgQEvXP_8ih_4KBVha9xw/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/575743 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ptJBBd08TQX3Uc8DvTltF7n5hZB
Z-4-5/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/712849 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Snd6Ml_LDOm-
d36mvhLuvC3GhdbN1vBz/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539561 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KudUVwHQ4Cly2KlW_scQLkRSg
1rkoE9C/view?usp=sharing 

OTHER FICTION 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/247531 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/249299 
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Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/306009 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/83479   

“School Legend: A Short Story” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1123252 

“Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 

CHILDREN’S BIOGRAPHY 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96982 

PERSONAL FINANCE 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469305 

MISCELLANEUS 

Mark Twain Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/347339 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VtYT38kPY5vETr3hehGpoGJNm
xfyBe6Z/view?usp=sharing 

David Bruce Autobiography: My Life and Hard Times, or Down and 
Out in Athens, Ohio 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1151084 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-
autobiography/ 

Problem-Solving 101: Can You Solve the Problem? 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/140660 

Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 Problem-Solving 
101 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

How Can I Write My Own Anecdote Books? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Writing Tips: How to Write Easier and Better 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

ANECDOTE COLLECTIONS 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/310277 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106782 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106861 

250 Music Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/427367 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105419 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/156495 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97814 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/159914 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98030 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98364 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/254240 

Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98212 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99002 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99313 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105652 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105939 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99159 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98588 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108542 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108809 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108821 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108830 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108841 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108857 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34647 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100442 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100473 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100544 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106442 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108060 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107239 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107576 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106234 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/104257 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107847 

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108564 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34822 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/35011 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97550 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108582 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108392 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108398 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108422 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107097 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107857 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108598 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108801 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/209963 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97267 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96869 

PHILOSOPHY FOR THE MASSES 

Philosophy for the Masses: Ethics 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374071 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mdBXcfY2lH6vgADeulvt9cWT2SF
pz8g1/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Metaphysics and More 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374629 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WZhGfAFWyX3Mpt4kIWIyma1I
pGx33WdH/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/376026 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Pkuj2HT64Ug5oq6dy3fc5oqnnVA
Fi7I/view?usp=sharing 

DISCUSSION GUIDE SERIES 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/342391 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M2z6Zbu3o9_OyyXknGEPk5tdi1
Wd_Seg/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/345337 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/159XB9XjoLI_MIu_uPTRHHk06dh
podFFM/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/344723 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aulgBdF_j99fVDHA7sKM8-
PLIwdxSeik/view?usp=sharing 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340944 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11Nnku03582-
Gpm5SEny7_6TZEh0Ms7rc/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/364356 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H3TxcpybiVU6hPGbQcOkCWjF9
abcOFS7/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/360552 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1finZUZa8VuPQwij1sG6sDCY7dIV
c1GuL/view?usp=sharing 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352848 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
Wl1UyZzV5pejBeTf9nOPh8trzCoNgVQ/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339978 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FoW8aTn1UteYv0XW5GHVsDffI
DBwBy0q/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340610 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PrpIQLv3hqoXJOCLyFyHQ3cRsS
n-sSCJ/view?usp=sharing 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352048 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16DB9dbN_aNz7VeC80FV6L3yJs6v
528Mh/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339002 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AZZ5a7mBff4wppExYQqzqwpUcu
v4K99l/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339120 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s241wSBd8ewHJ7rhKBGgc1Yq8y-
yalu3/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Castle of Llyr: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/338589 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14TD-
xVntjp5OLBXTRFCgiESqKGR7MjLe/view?usp=sharing 

Lois Lowry’s Number the Stars: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339720 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZWxuAJ4ey3b6ThAAe-
NQhuJiRdCvGLQP/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion 
Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/350434 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1akBOE7v83kcD2St8bL6LiwLkMFf
UP1yU/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/348104 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ug20zWrfNlBLWS9nNiEdmyrs_U
jfLfOu/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 
Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/351719 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJdkxxMDqgGF7pkWAxfU89Nhs
4Hk2SSM/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/349030 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15kMqrEv5Rgd3zF_EQxPBZe_gHy
eVIuv2/view?usp=sharing 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339564 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18_deuffaKLmwyQaGNw6L5PiAW
fB3toWn/view?usp=sharing 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356224 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1895pE6OZY60PIghndq-
CPNHZOddlig8q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil, “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356868 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IjCj_82aYqWfZNWV0mto_Y9_On
-3Ko5q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/358529 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B8ZGnq4bRhreb_XiDpMKFo0h6y
fJf1qF/view?usp=sharing 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/346971 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1szjHvbIzyDDWbPy2G5thKnFFQQ
MLKWMT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355953 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DFL-
yQfv139eXfSzDAfOThaXXEFQgz2x/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354870 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xbds9Cd_73RQYM_MmjaBXv_55
WeeRKVZ/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion 
Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355465 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TzraO0e2K4w0IoDVC4iCTEgE0h
P1POcz/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354231 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g8wOAiimFRLoOF5-
348OhwkbO7U0KnT7/view?usp=sharing 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/353345 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ExUHB07gYOd5SMBjXHQg00VA
hDLJotKj/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

GOOD DEEDS SERIES (PLURAL) 
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The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qQ-
aJ4kjGQti20c3G2CPm1zile51Yd-5/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h1ZaZEixmzjGLHI5_57AwTFuQ0
2g8lL3/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12iOTDEzHV6P576LGAijcPQgpt1o
gax0R/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z0-CAMz-
4ulX29CAIHNU16Z912eNqt-v/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y7DlPdu-
eZwA23gEHPT2YWMT0W5r8eu7/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zHZv2iTHQnbVY0n_LihTWXKO
vUr4_hyr/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FSCTtviio4xrX7e07-
OuAgYpxmWlIPuk/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

*** 
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You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GfiQMNnQ4G0CHGt1AZQQIPO
DV596k30j/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OHcETsSaWbIhFPIZWeW0laO6
mdHVbcph/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XZCFlAWhtXPnf35OGlUoh991i05
D0Bs0/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cj8yIDLmFFG6dGzLpoVE3RrQ3
-LhKV0d/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LxqLrwm898Chg3mnRY2NiGZA4
FkFdOXR/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PmAxX5C-
viQF0GfIpsM7mTtsyQ9lfm8J/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bq_SmSf4rsWdtqA7p0kN9tJ5ip3g
qEht/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FqbObI95XKwIr1QWn0lBFDSNsI
ENTR9B/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QWF5bRarJBauD7Qdb-
_99K9UuQBL_fZ7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 3) 



 121 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gUUA4ms-
CX7BvVlOaNmpYswPN-eBfKIa/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BXLhqmY1qOEaF4u5IMRpSCm7
H6jy2mj_/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pks6XXM4T-
r_r4cBBSmUIlP0jARS8i-0/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ohXsEp79jwf8OdlIXI7I3nPIotjX5
wWb/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_orz__RY0T3A-
kpa7fpbS8koDwp0I91p/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13X4KOLTIvPVwSBo1ijX0aJABB8
wbgZyT/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wbRuc4G0EdFeM4UVWk6LwbxD
KkF19T2s/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ksyO9KnAJ6yGpK5CNMY12Ry9
HTQ9vxm1/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NuAM7qAb_XLRGHxUTMLrm2
PhOfjU7Fk8/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T5HB-
AwL4S61aj4lLK3K5Q0ulgQbarR7/view?usp=sharing 
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The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PYx6MyYI9YY_RKCv3nUZnENw
v0jIxfRn/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I8aphNRXnok_slWALv8s8TjJ344s
ZVml/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes 
and Opinions) 

It’s a Wonderful World: Volumes 1-7 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/690 

*** 

THE RELATIONSHIP BOOKS SERIES 

The Relationship Books (Volumes 1-8) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/674 

*** 

BE KIND AND BE USEFUL SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes and 
Opinions) 

Be Kind and Be Useful: Volumes 1-5) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/686 

*** 

BRUCE’S MUSIC RECOMMENDATIONS SERIES 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-8 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/04/26/bruces-
music-recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volume 9 



 123 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/16/bruces-
music-recomendations-volume-9/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/music-
recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

*** 

davidbruceblog #1 

http://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/ 

davidbruceblog #2 

https://davidbrucemusic.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #3 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #4 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com 

David Bruce Books: Free PDFs 

davidbrucebooks: EDUCATE YOURSELF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com 

Anecdotes, Arts, Books, and Music 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com 

George Peele: English Dramatist 

https://georgepeeleenglishdramatist.wordpress.com 

David Bruce’s Books at Blogspot 

https://davidbrucebooks.blogspot.com 

David Bruce’s Books at WIX 

https://bruceb22.wixsite.com/website/blog 

David Bruce’s Books at Smashwords 

http://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/bruceb 
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David Bruce’s Books at Apple Books 

https://itunes.apple.com/ie/artist/david-bruce/id81470634 

David Bruce’s Books at Kobo 

https://www.kobo.com/us/en/search?query=david%20bruce&fcsea
rchfield=Author 

David Bruce’s Books at Barnes and Noble 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22David%20Bruce%22;jsess
ionid=D4DEC0519518F94804E91EDDBB9A431F.prodny_store02-
atgap06?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=
mode+matchall 

David Bruce’s Books at Lulu 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 

TEACHING STUFF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

COMPOSITION PROJECTS 

Composition Project: Writing an Autobiographical Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138445 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Argument Paper with Research 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Employee Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Evaluation or Review 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Famous-Plagiarist/Fabulist Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Hero-of-Human-Rights Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/481598 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Interview About On-the-Job Writing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Media Opinion Essay 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Problem-Solving Letter 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138745 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Progress Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Proposal for a Long Project 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Resume, List of References, and 
Job-Application Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/comp
osition-project-writing-a-resume-list-of-references-and-job-
application-letter-free-pdf/ 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Composition Project: The Set of Instructions 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW DO I 

How Do I Write Humor and Satire? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write the Introductory Memo Assignment? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write a Resume, List of References, and Job-Application 
Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW TO TEACH 

TEACHING 
 
How to Teach the Autobiographical Essay Composition Project in 9 
Classes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/487660 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Famous-Plagiarist Research Report Composition 
Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Manual Composition Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Resume, Job-Application Letter, and List of 
References Composition  Project in 6 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

FREE  WTITING HANDOUTS 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 1 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 2 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes:  Volume 3 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

DANTE INFERNO HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-inferno-
haiku.pdf  

DANTE PURGATORY HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/dante-
purgatory-haiku-pdf.pdf 

DANTE PARADISE HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-paradise-
haiku.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #1 through #10 (Free PDFs) 

https://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/patreon/ 

davidbrucehaiku #11 

https://davidbrucemusic.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/davidbruceh
aiku-11.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #12 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/davidbrucehaiku
-12.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #13 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2019/04/08/davidbrucehaiku-
13/ 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/04/davidbrucehaiku
13.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #14 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 
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davidbrucehaiku #15 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #16 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

Academic Writing 

Bruce, David. “Teaching Problem-Solving Through Scenarios.” 
Classroom Notes Plus: A Quarterly of Teaching Ideas. April 2004. 

Bruce, Bruce David, David Stewart, and H. Gene Blocker. 
Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank for Stewart and Blocker’s 
Fundamentals of Philosophy, 5th edition. Upper Saddle River, New 
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 8th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2000. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 7th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1998. 

Bruce, Bruce David. Study Guide for David Stewart and H. Gene 
Blocker’s Fundamentals of Philosophy, 4th edition. Upper Saddle 
River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1996. 

Humorous Quizzes 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 21. No. 
2. Spring 2005. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Tenors.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
20. No. 4. Autumn 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Sopranos.” The Opera Quarterly. 
Vol. 20. No. 3. Summer 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
52:1. No. 252. Spring 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: More Singer Anecdotes.” The 
Opera Quarterly. Vol. 18. No. 1. Winter 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2002. 
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Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. February 
2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. November 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
51:1/2. Nos. 248-249. Spring/Summer 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. June/July 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Singer Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
16. No. 4. Autumn 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
50:1. No. 244. Spring 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Dancer Quiz.” Attitude: The Dancers’ Magazine. 
Vol. 14, No. 3. Fall/Winter 1999. 

Some Books by Brenda Kennedy (My Sister) 

The Forgotten Trilogy  

Book One: Forgetting the Past 

Book Two: Living for Today 

Book Three: Seeking the Future 

The Learning to Live Trilogy 

Book One: Learning to Live 

Book Two: Learning to Trust 

Book Three: Learning to Love 

The Starting Over Trilogy  

Book One: A New Beginning 

Book Two: Saving Angel 

Book Three: Destined to Love 

The Freedom Trilogy 
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Book One: Shattered Dreams 

Book Two: Broken Lives 

Book Three: Mending Hearts 

The Fighting to Survive Trilogy 

Round One: A Life Worth Fighting 

Round Two: Against the Odds 

Round Three: One Last Fight  

The Rose Farm Trilogy 

Book One: Forever Country 

Book Two: Country Life 

Book Three: Country Love  

Books in the Seashell Island Stand-alone Series 

Book One: Home on Seashell Island (Free) 

Book Two: Christmas on Seashell Island 

Book Three: Living on Seashell Island 

Book Four: Moving to Seashell Island 

Book Five: Returning to Seashell Island 

Books in the Pineapple Grove Cozy Murder Mystery Stand-alone 
Series 

Book One: Murder Behind the Coffeehouse 

Books in the Montgomery Wine Stand-alone Series 

Book One: A Place to Call Home 

Book Two: In Search of Happiness… coming soon 

Stand-alone books in the “Another Round of Laughter Series” 
written by Brenda and some of her siblings: Carla Evans, Martha 
Farmer, Rosa Jones, and David Bruce. 

Cupcakes Are Not a Diet Food (Free) 
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Kids Are Not Always Angels 

Aging Is Not for Sissies 

NOTE for below books: These books are the first books of series and 
end in cliffhangers. 

FORGETTING THE PAST 

https://www.amazon.com/Forgetting-Past-Forgotten-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01GQELEYY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

FOREVER COUNTRY 

https://www.amazon.com/Forever-Country-Rose-Farm-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B017OMNPZS/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

A NEW BEGINNING 

https://www.amazon.com/Beginning-Starting-Over-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B00JHQC25Y/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

LEARNING TO LIVE 

https://www.amazon.com/Learning-Live-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01N0XZ0ZL/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 
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A LIFE WORTH FIGHTING 

https://www.amazon.com/Life-Worth-Fighting-Survive-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B00WY8OR4Q/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

SHATTERED DREAMS 

https://www.amazon.com/Shattered-Dreams-Freedom-Trilogy-
Book-ebook/dp/B00PF0ROUY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

THIS IS A FREE STANDALONE BOOK: HOME ON SEASHELL 
ISLAND 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B076Y1VTCV/ref=dbs_a_def
_rwt_bibl_vppi_i14 

Also free here:  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

  

September 22, 2022 

Music 

Music Recommendation, Bandcamp 

• The Cafe Randys at Ohio University’s Acoustic Lunch in 
Baker Center: 21 September 2022 
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From Left to Right: Jon Beard (Accordion), Canaan Faulkner 
(Bass), Mark Hellenberg (Drums), and David Vaubel (Guitar and 
Main 
Vocals)
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Jon Beard (Accordion) and Canaan Faulkner 
(Bass)
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Mark Hellenberg (Drums) and David Vaubel (Guitar and Main 
Vocals)

From Left to Right: Jon Beard (Accordion), Canaan Faulkner 
(Bass), Mark Hellenberg (Drums), and David Vaubel (Guitar and 
Main Vocals) 

THE CAFE RSANDYS 

THE RANDYS 

David Vaubel – Guitar/Vocals  

Canaan Faulkner -Bass/Vocals  
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Jon Beard – Keys/Accordion/Ukulele/Vocals  

Mark Hellenberg – Percussion 

*** 

“Sitting by the Riverside” by The Muswell Hillbillies (Kinks Cover 
Band) with David Vaubel and Jon Beard 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RU8zOiMW_k 

“Australia” by The Muswell Hillbillies (Kinks Cover Band) with 
David Vaubel and Jon Beard 

https://youtu.be/2BhOlRNHBV8 

The Randys – “Santa Looked A Lot Like Daddy” (Live at Dick’s 
Den) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGBfhYXkDoY 

The Randys – “Alabam” (Live at Dick’s Den) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XFj7nn1HvQ 

THE RANDYS 

David Vaubel – Guitar/Vocals  

Canaan Faulkner -Bass/Vocals  

Brian Jones – Drums/Vocals  

Jon Beard – Keys/Accordion/Ukulele/Vocals  

Derek DiCenzo – Guitar/Vocals 

Romany Polka, played by BLT at the 35th Anniversary Vintage 
Dance Week 

BLT is Kate Barnes, Mary Lea and Bill Tomczak, with Mark 
Hellenburg on drums.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tfwzZGZLKIw 

JUNE MOON DANCE 2010 #1 Gaye & Pokey 

Groovemongers and Gaye Fifer calling, Mark Hellenberg (Pokey) – 
percussion. 



 139 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DBRpArpQfMc 

BELOW: BRUCE DALZELL, emcee 
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https://www.amazon.com/Song-Flying-Bruce-
Dalzell/dp/B073FGSCDF/
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https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B08CT5YY18/
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https://www.amazon.com/My-Athens-Past-Bruce-
Dalzell/dp/B004IXI62O/ 
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Bruce Dalzell: “A Little Rain” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yXPzXrczCqg 

“Used To Be”: Megan Bee w/ Bruce Dalzell 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lEiYtDKrpcg 

Bruce Dalzell: “You Always Make Me Smile” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fq0JGVj9qgA 

BELOW: GAY DALZELL of THE LOCAL GIRLS (AUDIENCE. 
MEMBER) 
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https://www.amazon.com/Let-Yourself-Go-Local-
Girls/dp/B0016XDUBQ/ 
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“A La Nanita” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=adjPudbHWUY 

BELOW: CAITLIN KAUSE (AUDIENCE MEMBER) 

WAITING FOR THE WORLD / DEAD MAN 

https://caitlinkrausmusic.bandcamp.com/album/dead-man-
waiting-for-the-world 

WHAT RISES 

https://caitlinkrausmusic.bandcamp.com/album/what-rises 

“Follow Me” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cdywiZXm2nc 

bruces-music-v1-wordp-pdfFREE Download 
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music-v2-pdfFREE Download 
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Acoustic Lunch, Ohio University 

• David Bruce: The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4 
— Mishaps, Money, Mothers 

David Bruce Anecdotes 

Mishaps 

• A deaf woman was watching a favorite soap opera, eagerly reading 
the captions to learn the shocking secret the episodes had been 
leading up to for months. Suddenly, an emergency bulletin came on 
the screen, covering up the words to the captions. 

Money 

• When Navajo artist R.C. Gorman was in the United States Navy as 
a young man, he needed extra money. Many of the sailors had 
calendars featuring drawings of beautiful women by an artist named 
George Petty, so Mr. Gorman spread the word that he would use 
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photographs of the girlfriends and wives of the sailors and draw 
their heads on top of a beautiful body similar to those drawn by Mr. 
Petty. He charged enlisted men $2 for a drawing — officers paid $7. 
Business was brisk. 

• Neil Simon is perhaps the most financially successful playwright 
ever, with a long string of hits. For his first play, Come Blow Your 
Horn, he took $500 of his mother’s money and invested it in his play, 
saying, “I’m going to make you an angel.” His first play was a big 
hit, and his mother made a lot of money. Thereafter, he made sure 
his mother was an investor in all his other hits, making his mother 
well off. 

• When lesbian comedian Judy Carter was shopping for a wedding 
ring for her girlfriend, the jewelry store saleslady said, “He’ll love 
this!” Ms. Carter replied, “He? I’m not marrying a man.” 
Absolutely unfazed, the saleslady said, “Of course you’re not.” 
According to Ms. Carter, this “just goes to show that most people 
don’t care who we’re sleeping with as long as the check doesn’t 
bounce.” 

• Some teenage boys walked into a library, and one of the boys told 
the librarian about a student group holding an event, then requested 
a donation. The boy had made the student group sound so wonderful 
that the librarian gave him the donation he had requested. After the 
boy and his friends left, the librarian discovered that she had made 
a donation to a kegger beer party. 

• When Charles Darwin set sail around the world as a naturalist on 
the Beagle, his father gave him an allowance. Remembering that as 
a student he had sometimes run out of money, Charles remarked 
that he would have to be clever to overspend his allowance on a ship 
in the middle of the ocean. His father replied, “They tell me you are 
very clever.” 

• Charles McClure is a judge in juvenile court in Leon County, 
Florida. Once, a juvenile offender said that he didn’t have any 
money to pay restitution to the victims of his crimes. Judge McClure 
noticed that the juvenile offender was wearing a wristwatch, so he 
forced the juvenile offender to hand it over to the court. 

• A seven-year-old Catholic schoolchild taught by a Sister of Notre 
Dame found it difficult to return library books on time, and so he 
eventually accumulated overdue library book fines totaling $1. The 
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child looked sad as he paid the fine, and said, completely seriously, 
“Now I won’t be able to buy my new car when I’m 16.” 

• Mary Tyler Moore wasn’t out to get rich when she joined the cast 
of The Dick Van Dyke Show as Robert Petrie’s wife, Laura. She told 
executive producer Sheldon Leonard that she wanted the TV series 
to last long enough for her to buy “a new set of drapes.” 

• Erma Bombeck scored a notable success with her book If Life is a 
Bowl of Cherries, What am I Doing in the Pits? — the paperback 
rights sold for $1 million. When a reporter asked her what she had 
done to celebrate, she replied, “I didn’t do my laundry for three 
days.” 

Mothers 

• Susie Essman plays the foul-mouthed Susie Greene on the HBO 
comedy series Curb Your Enthusiasm. Her tirades, which are many, 
are filled with profanity delivered in many original and colorful 
ways — she rivals the foul-mouthed Jay of Jay and Silent Bob fame 
in her talent for profanity. She uses this talent of hers in real life; in 
fact, her family uses “Susie Greene” as a verb. For example, while 
she and her 16-year-old daughter were walking on Broadway, a 
creep grabbed her daughter’s bottom. Ms. Essman says, “Oh, he got 
so Susie Greened, I can’t even tell you — I went crazy on him!” After 
proper and just revenge had been exacted on the creep, her daughter 
said to her, “Y’know, you just Susie Greened him.” Ms. Essman 
replied, “Let that be a lesson for you! You Susie Greene anybody 
who ever does that to you!” 
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Anecdotes, David Bruce Books, Funny 

The Funniest People in Families 

• Music Recommendation: The Beatpack — “Tumbles Like 
a Domino” 

BRUCE’S RECOMMENDATION OF BANDCAMP MUSIC 

Track: “Tumbles Like a Domino” 

Album: ODE TO REUBEN JACK 

Artist: The Beatpack 

Artist Location: UK 

Record Company: Aldora Britain Records (“The worldwide hub of 
independent and underground music since 2013.”) 

Record Company Location: Rothley, UK 

Info: 

The Beatpack are London’s prime purveyors of brutal 60’s garage 
R’n’B. 

Charlie Gurney – Drums, Percussion  
AJW Bourton – Bass, Percussion, Vocal  
Adrian Smith – Guitars, Percussion, Vocal  
Simon Harvey – Guitars, Maracas, Vocal  
Hugh Dellar – Vocal, Harmonica  
 
Jim Bishop – Keyboards  

“Aldora Britain Records is an e-zine and record label that promotes 
the music and work of authentic independent or underground artists 
from all around the world. Originally established in 2013, they 
revamped themselves in 2018 with a brand-new approach. Their 
first weekly compilation, aptly titled THE SECOND COMING, was 
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released in late 2019. They now also release original singles, EPs and 
charity projects.” 

Price: £0.80 for 15-track album by various artists 

“Tumbles Like a Domino” is also on The Beatpack’s EP titled 
RHYMES & BLUES. £4 (GBP) for four-track EP. 

Genre: Garage. 

Links: 

ODE TO REUBEN JACK 

https://thealdorabritainrecords.bandcamp.com/album/ode-to-
reuben-jack 

RHYMES & BLUES EP 

https://thebeatpack.bandcamp.com/album/rhymes-blues-ep 

The Beatpack on Bandcamp 

https://thebeatpack.bandcamp.com 

The Beatpack on YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9xC8F9uyL4HcNOWVVdM
kwA 

Aldora Britain Records on Bandcamp 

https://thealdorabritainrecords.bandcamp.com 

Aldora Britain Records on YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/c/aldorabritainrecords/videos 

Bruce Music Re V6 PDFFREE Download 
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“Ready on the Firing Line (Live” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O_-sbFlUqp0 

“Girl From the North Country” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kl6aIs95nNU 

NMF Gladden House Sessions 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g57Jg7shRXU 

September 21, 2022 
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Bandcamp, Music Recommendation 

• Peaceful Prelude — Annette Rochelle Aben 

 

It’s Begun Falling leaves Of late summer Trees that are still green 
But autumn will be here And in the blink of an eye Green leaves will 
become golden brown Or even shades of orange and red And they’ll 
relocate to the ground below ©2022 Annette Rochelle Aben 
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Peaceful Prelude — Annette Rochelle Aben 

It’s 

Begun 

Falling leaves 

Of late summer 

Trees that are still green 

But autumn will be here 

And in the blink of an eye 

Green leaves will become golden brown 

Or even shades of orange and red 

And they’ll relocate to the ground below 

©2022 Annette Rochelle Aben 
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Poetry 

Annette Rochelle Aben 

• Secret Sorceress — Annette Rochelle Aben 
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Known As the Halloween Neighborhood elf She labors all year In 
her magic workshop Transforming garage sale finds Into a cast of 
characters Who will inhabit her home’s front yard Where they can 
welcome the trick or treaters ©2022 Annette Rochelle Aben 

Secret Sorceress — Annette Rochelle Aben 

Known 

As the 

Halloween 

Neighborhood elf 

She labors all year 

In her magic workshop 

Transforming garage sale finds 

Into a cast of characters 

Who will inhabit her home’s front yard 
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Where they can welcome the trick or treaters 

©2022 Annette Rochelle Aben 
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Poetry 

Annette Rochelle Aben 

• David Bruce: The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4 
— Language, Marriage, Mishaps 

David Bruce Anecdotes 

Language 

• In his performance piece Freak, stand-up comic John Leguizamo 
speaks about a heavily exaggerated version of his parents, who left 
Latin America to come to the United States and who he says learned 
English by watching TV. According to Mr. Leguizamo, his mother 
used to say things such as, “Chock full of nuts is the heavenly coffee, 
they’re creepy and they’re cookie, that … that … that’s all, folks.” 
Then his father would say (in Spanish), “Woman, what the h*ll did 
you just say?” She would reply (in Spanish), “How should I know? 
I’m speaking English.” 

• Fred Terry, the husband of Ellen Terry, enjoyed swearing in the 
company of men, but he did not swear while in the company of 
ladies. Once he felt it was his duty to speak to a young actor who had 
been swearing in the Green Room Club and urge him to use a better 
kind of language. The young actor was unconvinced and said, “I 
seem to remember, sir, that I have sometimes heard you use fairly 
strong language in the Club yourself.” Mr. Terry responded, “God 
all bl**dy mighty! I’m the f**king President!” 

• Is it possible to know the exact time that you grew up? Yes, and a 
friend of book reviewer Matt Rudd knows exactly that. He was in a 
bar in Casablanca, and he started talking to a pretty woman, hoping 
to captivate her with his long hair, salty language, and fascinating 
— at least to him — life. The pretty woman was not captivated. She 
listened to him for a while, and then she told him, “Why are you 
swearing so much? Is it because you think it makes you sound grown 
up?” She left, and Mr. Rudd’s friend grew up. 

Marriage 



 155 

• Comedian Margaret Cho is strongly in favor of gay marriage. At a 
rally she met a man who had been married for two days to his 
partner, a male whom he had been with for a long time. The man 
told her, “There really is something about wedded bliss.” His eyes 
filled with tears, and he did not explain what he had said, but he 
didn’t need to — Ms. Cho, who has a heterosexual marriage, 
understood. Ms. Cho says about the two married men, “They had 
glimpsed only the very beginnings of married life, and the taste of it 
was so deliciously sweet. There can be no wrong here. The way we 
love can no longer be considered perverse.” 

• The great actor Sir Herbert Beerbohm Tree was not faithful to his 
wife and sired many children with other women, a fact of which she 
was well aware. After returning home one evening, she discovered 
him dining tête á tête with the young and very handsome male actor 
Esmé Percy. She teased him by saying, “The port’s on the sideboard, 
Herbert, and remember it’s adultery just the same.” Once, when her 
husband was late, she said, “Ah, Herbert, late again? Another 
confinement [birth] in Putney?” 

Mishaps 

• Lucrezia Bori of the Metropolitan Opera had many admirers, 
including one distinguished-looking gentleman who never spoke to 
her although he was always present on the pier when she embarked 
on a ship to go to Europe or when she disembarked from a ship on 
her return to the United States. One day, he started walking towards 
her, obviously ready to speak to her for the first time. Unfortunately, 
he was jostled and fell from the pier into the ocean. Dripping wet, 
after he was fished from the ocean, he left the pier, and she never 
saw him again. 

• A young woman who had a cold was invited to a dinner party. 
Knowing that she would need some Kleenex tissues at the party, she 
stuffed a couple of tissues into her cleavage. Sure enough, she needed 
a tissue during dinner, and during dessert, she needed another one. 
So she started fumbling around in her cleavage, only to become 
aware that the party had grown silent. Looking up, she saw that the 
host and guests were staring at her, so she blurted out, “I know I had 
two when I came in.” 

• Actor Robert Morley wrote a book titled Robert Morley’s Book of 
Bricks about people’s most embarrassing moments. In it, he 
included a tale told him by the leader of a Brownie troop. A man 
exposed himself to her troop, so she called the police, but when they 
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asked for a description of the man, she was forced to admit that she 
hadn’t looked at his face. 
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RETELLINGS OF A CLASSIC WORK OF LITERATURE 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/731768 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZEHJnB1_5RpznJDgrdO9Fzkz0R
5nqF6n/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Arraignment, or Poetaster: A 
Retelling                                                                          

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1144681 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/02/david-bruce-
ben-jonsons-the-arraignment-or-poetaster-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 
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Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/759774 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SIoalHNdD99q9jKmXO3kVvh8yd
xB4to8/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1112743 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WHn6mnGPDbZlTus6A644w0TCg
_QoNDE4/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1098400 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uQOLh10ExHMrx9z-P-
5qUxaHc2CQTD0x/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/953165 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17vGtkBruVyQ09aeFtVStum9NCix
ZtfN1/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1073045 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dsXMV0sZ26Y9gwFFeu_Kry1cNc
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Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1104946 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14-
GEUj96Fxm_Oopp2YyICHPXskE8QLCp/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1121591 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dGmaBNTIgZ33Kk7kFWn9-
LDviAoeeLdU/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A 
Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1129496 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
fdVc1npRztXd35ghACIA5SMMo060w8b/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Magnetic Lady: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1155616 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lVkWpm03vUkR69SKkXRdPomy
DBkSLDTv/view 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/07/14/david-
bruce-ben-jonsons-the-magnetic-lady-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1081049 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/13yJqpwBvx7Z-
NI7SgwQkgsEDj7UOpy3q/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138210 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eC9wyTDHm8cU2DTzk7sXcP3BQ
eaYnHEe/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1088627 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sRxzFLJWRGRzOUO_lSzscxvQc
ADrTgX4/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s A Tale of a Tub: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1150977 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o4MRmyFhhKNhlIrItuT9vvSFXE
qXYEUX/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/2022/06/10/david-bruce-
ben-jonsons-a-tale-of-a-tub-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/745087 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EagmTdd7dPmGac68TiEYyOVO
Qwza5moT/view?usp=sharing 

BEN JONSON: (HARDCOVER FOR SALE) 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 
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Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/911460 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/871108 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WqCOjMsMUZMxvrIkJZQXLSC
T0ZiGaaeP/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-
Text and of the 1616 B-Text 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/824058 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UubeU27eLLD5n-
ldCChu6WpSU0op30dp/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/904128 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dL1zOwOsQXTmBMuVvL7byFH
Svm7A_XVS/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/880308 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wr0cECCJNB7Y5EB7a8ZTd0nD7
ZfnY-6j/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/909794 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10QIuaaar9tavcxDtRcOfPnpkitZu3
AEy/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/890081 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vlnL66UbtvRMOWAnwTpSq12tbo
sRNrCN/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238180 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/16MC3INNAzLtjT4TqGtUmxBKY
mp6Lnc5k/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/89244 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LQ66lugwlsEX5yW1RreCHGxbj2
7Uptzm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/210951 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LCQVTO9wq7l187pyaTg5__OBM
ERuzLc4/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238110 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ak3NNXxO0JspM2qXcM7-
FmFLR16wnkeS/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/781086 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yj-
AAS0oRbapdSeAw33gg6k2il78N7Yu/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/287203 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hRMimR9VchgFI7q5nBKmE6udio
tCzq7c/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

George Chapman, Ben Jonson, and John Marston’s Eastward Ho! 
A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1159953 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u5IoTl0BCiUyjb9qsTRry9qqL83s
QvKC/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/942964 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wP9QhCckDYb74nMjJDDVTy2R
nCTgB0ja/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1006013 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eUZu9AJ46GfP9bMKoBFTJ9_yG
al9ZBp_/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of 
Absalom: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/993326 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RxPvTQl_qnKhbHAfynddd6msw
OxY3mi8/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1061540 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KbKXK8nazt_KPpw9LfOi9ufZt9w
Egybs/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/918341 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Cnr70ydtTbXAYaihq6I_V-
3ik1sTW0Q/view?usp=sharing 

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1108197 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18MYbD9wENgFqSMC_s-
PijXsorVQguFWx/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/800724 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MdkCVAtxuWZrgkCNMwrJ2uDL
NDwjnFBk/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/264676 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18tiAjtd5a6Qil0FHIss2UpCEacizaij
3/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/87553 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rn5b3A6TFJngdZ_DC0daL9jZBT
oiSy-P/view?usp=sharing 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

J.W. Gent’s The Valiant Scot: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1163699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J4Kr3XePpMc8EEXENGUw-
BLP6jzlOnZE/view?usp=sharing 

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of 
Rhodes’ Argonautica 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/337653   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11fFWYrzu_YBK_Zb8aYQkYDvj5t
DjSYPw/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1064210 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AwIT0aSbN5pJjMu-
tqa46LoQyN3aHyL8/view?usp=sharing 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989979 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/792090 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PVkKm5BxBYE8uUY9IzcjdEQZ5i
pGmxlm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989291 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19JQQmLv_b3Oy3N3yhRpQM0b5y
mAFh_zy/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/985699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16F0PoPepXJJAX2RBn2lVK1Apvp
6gwO9g/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/946285 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DTu7EkdqS8PEuljstF4KMnW9d3
S5CiXc/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/925020 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aE9jUQfe3e4acoJ63kIaqY57Mi9hr
Jja/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/937190 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/930049 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/21/david-bruce-john-
fords-the-queen-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s ’Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/771031 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V9aUtdKeYWY6DRoVimK-
Vq6J8a6DL9JN/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1000808 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19zCtHbfGVamswILTd8MUDWC1
pabCUEs8/view?usp=sharing 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/814530 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_gqk9Es–
Qvi8EjqY_4OztVsCiVJcQ0j/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Margaret Cavendish’s An Unnatural Tragedy 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1165938 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-
margaret-cavendishs-the-unnatural-tragedy-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LTZmKC-
JAVv6b1EjsWa3VKoimLLY35VV/view?usp=sharing 

The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/957047 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/915455 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bX1a4cbdne38rgJ2sy4A4_8SIQ_ljn
CW/view?usp=sharing 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1052341 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10FsrQNk4Z1TAbiW_5VCD303Vn
EZqR6tP/view?usp=sharing 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/772884 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QcGqnBsSPsRdPwctADo6DytHqZ
SyDMkG/view?usp=sharing 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/486330 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/277646 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yl8jYM0EJwB99WnoNlZRQEIms
6UJIpFW/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 



 168 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu  (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/724666 

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776868 

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776890 

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/715562 

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/777062 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/396839 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12o7eBSJGMgUC0g8SAMu0nMU2
NiACJXrf/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/502075 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qGGQ-
Lspj4Gb83sAPswNqUS4b0GRZJ1o/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/675826 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hh1jTLrHrAKoALVcwJEbrt5aT8
pQL_zi/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/687115 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rvMb6nXxK_okkITLF_tyDGaqhu
TYVijX/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694202 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_jjUayHsRVJ2h2gUO1rCfGTCj7S
UFJLA/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/660279 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ja-
2V83BSWhghpq9AL0hhtqFWLW_bPSn/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/561440 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G1KG2zguWBWjPuhZ5QjwLF03
kxFoPclG/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/411180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0v9ArsOwf-
En5qozztSS38VNXR1p1V8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/474177 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wAatX3tir_baMztNcSFMKBgtXJ3
cgvb8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/651995 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p6TclIesIQIWseyinVn1JKlaVtVdC
kyR/view?usp=sharing 
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William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/607757 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_rFv0GMVio1GWDRzKZaQPz0b
pKnmZ4gK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/521558 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uspV57BL_sPkdiFW9CpSfe8NWq
b3Cm4T/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/494583 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pgwen6K6fAsytS-
S2yNZGLaqkshi4man/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/702433 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IKgOFql3um0hFyrvC3IIlc37YaHb
wmBb/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/417297 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11rRg9RPr0pRQXF8daiUj6jMudK
wRxNks/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/667943 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Aub_JpQL7vZQAAp5g-
34Vr7NVZyHvuKu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/549148 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kO0SpOyjHJEka1hxx0yXJ4qAg9B
f1aFV/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/640495 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
WidUGo3nNGJcZuFw8Qcb9G3MmPzTJQ6/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/371976 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I87NcdPFwUcR2fkAAjRQ3qDXigj
YcTQ4/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/530136 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fxyLYZse-
hVzDdDH5SzqvFysH_juUcxk/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/485384 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DvnFHudHaRpdIzALOYGWcmd
mAn-H7bdI/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/510046 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EeW_R4qKQ_jC99YXWI_1fZjWh
TAYVvwK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/389517 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI
nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/432053 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI
nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469501 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VrfnhPm0GYX2zcNwvWgHQ0ak9
sZ51co8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/588726 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OnOYpIU6ttyYeDPnE2eZ9HDGa
DTKs_Pu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/633694 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WBbCx2hqqkeb61YNVOFm_umG
UOuER-CT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/598141 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jkpgFM73fq_jNSQy38OV6pNBlZ-
b8qMl/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/385811 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J8ZCJ5mBzgrW_04gxTZbw71ZA
wIIHF9A/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1He6vWJCLxqnsKe-
tAU6Kya6ZqFJec2NU/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/424622 

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/437521 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HX0qJl1uHXVVAQOURGunZOY
rBO7_VXxC/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/18/david-bruce-
william-shakespeares-the-tempest-a-retelling-in-prose-free-pdf/ 

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/626171 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12T_925ZjKyv7nq6KabkDSjb5-
R25Z-Uu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/569421 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j2-
iaeffwqRl36PBDraU5IHZf56vIIZp/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/617533 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VB7kp0nYIU-
7hs60mT3swV7VQoyQr0ll/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/404123 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/181NOX5-
JArXwgQEvXP_8ih_4KBVha9xw/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/575743 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ptJBBd08TQX3Uc8DvTltF7n5hZB
Z-4-5/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/712849 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Snd6Ml_LDOm-
d36mvhLuvC3GhdbN1vBz/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539561 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KudUVwHQ4Cly2KlW_scQLkRSg
1rkoE9C/view?usp=sharing 

OTHER FICTION 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/247531 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/249299 

Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/306009 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/83479   

“School Legend: A Short Story” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1123252 

“Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 

CHILDREN’S BIOGRAPHY 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96982 

PERSONAL FINANCE 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469305 

MISCELLANEUS 

Mark Twain Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/347339 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VtYT38kPY5vETr3hehGpoGJNm
xfyBe6Z/view?usp=sharing 

David Bruce Autobiography: My Life and Hard Times, or Down and 
Out in Athens, Ohio 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1151084 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-
autobiography/ 

Problem-Solving 101: Can You Solve the Problem? 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/140660 

Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 Problem-Solving 
101 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

How Can I Write My Own Anecdote Books? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Writing Tips: How to Write Easier and Better 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

ANECDOTE COLLECTIONS 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/310277 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106782 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106861 

250 Music Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/427367 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105419 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/156495 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97814 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/159914 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98030 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98364 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/254240 

Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98212 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99002 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99313 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105652 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105939 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99159 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98588 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108542 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108809 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108821 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108830 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108841 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108857 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34647 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100442 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100473 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100544 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106442 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108060 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107239 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107576 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106234 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/104257 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107847 

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108564 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34822 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/35011 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97550 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108582 
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The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108392 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108398 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108422 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107097 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107857 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108598 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108801 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/209963 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97267 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96869 

PHILOSOPHY FOR THE MASSES 

Philosophy for the Masses: Ethics 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374071 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mdBXcfY2lH6vgADeulvt9cWT2SF
pz8g1/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Metaphysics and More 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374629 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WZhGfAFWyX3Mpt4kIWIyma1I
pGx33WdH/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/376026 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Pkuj2HT64Ug5oq6dy3fc5oqnnVA
Fi7I/view?usp=sharing 

DISCUSSION GUIDE SERIES 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/342391 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M2z6Zbu3o9_OyyXknGEPk5tdi1
Wd_Seg/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/345337 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/159XB9XjoLI_MIu_uPTRHHk06dh
podFFM/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/344723 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aulgBdF_j99fVDHA7sKM8-
PLIwdxSeik/view?usp=sharing 

Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340944 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11Nnku03582-
Gpm5SEny7_6TZEh0Ms7rc/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/364356 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H3TxcpybiVU6hPGbQcOkCWjF9
abcOFS7/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/360552 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1finZUZa8VuPQwij1sG6sDCY7dIV
c1GuL/view?usp=sharing 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352848 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
Wl1UyZzV5pejBeTf9nOPh8trzCoNgVQ/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339978 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FoW8aTn1UteYv0XW5GHVsDffI
DBwBy0q/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340610 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PrpIQLv3hqoXJOCLyFyHQ3cRsS
n-sSCJ/view?usp=sharing 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352048 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16DB9dbN_aNz7VeC80FV6L3yJs6v
528Mh/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339002 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AZZ5a7mBff4wppExYQqzqwpUcu
v4K99l/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339120 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s241wSBd8ewHJ7rhKBGgc1Yq8y-
yalu3/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Castle of Llyr: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/338589 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14TD-
xVntjp5OLBXTRFCgiESqKGR7MjLe/view?usp=sharing 

Lois Lowry’s Number the Stars: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339720 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZWxuAJ4ey3b6ThAAe-
NQhuJiRdCvGLQP/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion 
Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/350434 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1akBOE7v83kcD2St8bL6LiwLkMFf
UP1yU/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/348104 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ug20zWrfNlBLWS9nNiEdmyrs_U
jfLfOu/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 
Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/351719 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJdkxxMDqgGF7pkWAxfU89Nhs
4Hk2SSM/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/349030 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15kMqrEv5Rgd3zF_EQxPBZe_gHy
eVIuv2/view?usp=sharing 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339564 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18_deuffaKLmwyQaGNw6L5PiAW
fB3toWn/view?usp=sharing 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356224 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1895pE6OZY60PIghndq-
CPNHZOddlig8q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil, “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356868 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IjCj_82aYqWfZNWV0mto_Y9_On
-3Ko5q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/358529 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B8ZGnq4bRhreb_XiDpMKFo0h6y
fJf1qF/view?usp=sharing 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/346971 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1szjHvbIzyDDWbPy2G5thKnFFQQ
MLKWMT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355953 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DFL-
yQfv139eXfSzDAfOThaXXEFQgz2x/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354870 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xbds9Cd_73RQYM_MmjaBXv_55
WeeRKVZ/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Discussion 
Guide 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355465 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TzraO0e2K4w0IoDVC4iCTEgE0h
P1POcz/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354231 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g8wOAiimFRLoOF5-
348OhwkbO7U0KnT7/view?usp=sharing 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/353345 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ExUHB07gYOd5SMBjXHQg00VA
hDLJotKj/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

GOOD DEEDS SERIES (PLURAL) 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qQ-
aJ4kjGQti20c3G2CPm1zile51Yd-5/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h1ZaZEixmzjGLHI5_57AwTFuQ0
2g8lL3/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12iOTDEzHV6P576LGAijcPQgpt1o
gax0R/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z0-CAMz-
4ulX29CAIHNU16Z912eNqt-v/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 
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The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y7DlPdu-
eZwA23gEHPT2YWMT0W5r8eu7/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zHZv2iTHQnbVY0n_LihTWXKO
vUr4_hyr/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FSCTtviio4xrX7e07-
OuAgYpxmWlIPuk/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

*** 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GfiQMNnQ4G0CHGt1AZQQIPO
DV596k30j/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OHcETsSaWbIhFPIZWeW0laO6
mdHVbcph/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XZCFlAWhtXPnf35OGlUoh991i05
D0Bs0/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cj8yIDLmFFG6dGzLpoVE3RrQ3
-LhKV0d/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LxqLrwm898Chg3mnRY2NiGZA4
FkFdOXR/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 6 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PmAxX5C-
viQF0GfIpsM7mTtsyQ9lfm8J/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bq_SmSf4rsWdtqA7p0kN9tJ5ip3g
qEht/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FqbObI95XKwIr1QWn0lBFDSNsI
ENTR9B/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QWF5bRarJBauD7Qdb-
_99K9UuQBL_fZ7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gUUA4ms-
CX7BvVlOaNmpYswPN-eBfKIa/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BXLhqmY1qOEaF4u5IMRpSCm7
H6jy2mj_/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pks6XXM4T-
r_r4cBBSmUIlP0jARS8i-0/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ohXsEp79jwf8OdlIXI7I3nPIotjX5
wWb/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_orz__RY0T3A-
kpa7fpbS8koDwp0I91p/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 1) 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/13X4KOLTIvPVwSBo1ijX0aJABB8
wbgZyT/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wbRuc4G0EdFeM4UVWk6LwbxD
KkF19T2s/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ksyO9KnAJ6yGpK5CNMY12Ry9
HTQ9vxm1/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NuAM7qAb_XLRGHxUTMLrm2
PhOfjU7Fk8/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T5HB-
AwL4S61aj4lLK3K5Q0ulgQbarR7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PYx6MyYI9YY_RKCv3nUZnENw
v0jIxfRn/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I8aphNRXnok_slWALv8s8TjJ344s
ZVml/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes 
and Opinions) 

It’s a Wonderful World: Volumes 1-7 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/690 

*** 

THE RELATIONSHIP BOOKS SERIES 

The Relationship Books (Volumes 1-8) 
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https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/674 

*** 

BE KIND AND BE USEFUL SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes and 
Opinions) 

Be Kind and Be Useful: Volumes 1-5) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/686 

*** 

BRUCE’S MUSIC RECOMMENDATIONS SERIES 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-8 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/04/26/bruces-
music-recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volume 9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/16/bruces-
music-recomendations-volume-9/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/music-
recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

*** 

davidbruceblog #1 

http://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/ 

davidbruceblog #2 

https://davidbrucemusic.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #3 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #4 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com 
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David Bruce Books: Free PDFs 

davidbrucebooks: EDUCATE YOURSELF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com 

Anecdotes, Arts, Books, and Music 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com 

George Peele: English Dramatist 

https://georgepeeleenglishdramatist.wordpress.com 

David Bruce’s Books at Blogspot 

https://davidbrucebooks.blogspot.com 

David Bruce’s Books at WIX 

https://bruceb22.wixsite.com/website/blog 

David Bruce’s Books at Smashwords 

http://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/bruceb 

David Bruce’s Books at Apple Books 

https://itunes.apple.com/ie/artist/david-bruce/id81470634 

David Bruce’s Books at Kobo 

https://www.kobo.com/us/en/search?query=david%20bruce&fcsea
rchfield=Author 

David Bruce’s Books at Barnes and Noble 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22David%20Bruce%22;jsess
ionid=D4DEC0519518F94804E91EDDBB9A431F.prodny_store02-
atgap06?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=
mode+matchall 

David Bruce’s Books at Lulu 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 

TEACHING STUFF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

COMPOSITION PROJECTS 

Composition Project: Writing an Autobiographical Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138445 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Argument Paper with Research 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Employee Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Evaluation or Review 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Famous-Plagiarist/Fabulist Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Hero-of-Human-Rights Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/481598 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Interview About On-the-Job Writing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Media Opinion Essay 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Problem-Solving Letter 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138745 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Progress Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Proposal for a Long Project 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Resume, List of References, and 
Job-Application Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/comp
osition-project-writing-a-resume-list-of-references-and-job-
application-letter-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Composition Project: The Set of Instructions 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW DO I 

How Do I Write Humor and Satire? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write the Introductory Memo Assignment? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write a Resume, List of References, and Job-Application 
Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW TO TEACH 

TEACHING 
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How to Teach the Autobiographical Essay Composition Project in 9 
Classes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/487660 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Famous-Plagiarist Research Report Composition 
Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Manual Composition Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Resume, Job-Application Letter, and List of 
References Composition  Project in 6 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

FREE  WTITING HANDOUTS 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 1 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 2 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes:  Volume 3 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

DANTE INFERNO HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-inferno-
haiku.pdf  

DANTE PURGATORY HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/dante-
purgatory-haiku-pdf.pdf 

DANTE PARADISE HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-paradise-
haiku.pdf 
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davidbrucehaiku #1 through #10 (Free PDFs) 

https://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/patreon/ 

davidbrucehaiku #11 

https://davidbrucemusic.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/davidbruceh
aiku-11.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #12 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/davidbrucehaiku
-12.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #13 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2019/04/08/davidbrucehaiku-
13/ 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/04/davidbrucehaiku
13.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #14 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #15 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #16 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

Academic Writing 

Bruce, David. “Teaching Problem-Solving Through Scenarios.” 
Classroom Notes Plus: A Quarterly of Teaching Ideas. April 2004. 

Bruce, Bruce David, David Stewart, and H. Gene Blocker. 
Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank for Stewart and Blocker’s 
Fundamentals of Philosophy, 5th edition. Upper Saddle River, New 
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 8th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2000. 
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Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 7th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1998. 

Bruce, Bruce David. Study Guide for David Stewart and H. Gene 
Blocker’s Fundamentals of Philosophy, 4th edition. Upper Saddle 
River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1996. 

Humorous Quizzes 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 21. No. 
2. Spring 2005. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Tenors.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
20. No. 4. Autumn 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Sopranos.” The Opera Quarterly. 
Vol. 20. No. 3. Summer 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
52:1. No. 252. Spring 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: More Singer Anecdotes.” The 
Opera Quarterly. Vol. 18. No. 1. Winter 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. February 
2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. November 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
51:1/2. Nos. 248-249. Spring/Summer 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. June/July 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Singer Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
16. No. 4. Autumn 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
50:1. No. 244. Spring 2000. 
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Bruce, David. “Dancer Quiz.” Attitude: The Dancers’ Magazine. 
Vol. 14, No. 3. Fall/Winter 1999. 

Some Books by Brenda Kennedy (My Sister) 

The Forgotten Trilogy  

Book One: Forgetting the Past 

Book Two: Living for Today 

Book Three: Seeking the Future 

The Learning to Live Trilogy 

Book One: Learning to Live 

Book Two: Learning to Trust 

Book Three: Learning to Love 

The Starting Over Trilogy  

Book One: A New Beginning 

Book Two: Saving Angel 

Book Three: Destined to Love 

The Freedom Trilogy 

Book One: Shattered Dreams 

Book Two: Broken Lives 

Book Three: Mending Hearts 

The Fighting to Survive Trilogy 

Round One: A Life Worth Fighting 

Round Two: Against the Odds 

Round Three: One Last Fight  

The Rose Farm Trilogy 

Book One: Forever Country 

Book Two: Country Life 
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Book Three: Country Love  

Books in the Seashell Island Stand-alone Series 

Book One: Home on Seashell Island (Free) 

Book Two: Christmas on Seashell Island 

Book Three: Living on Seashell Island 

Book Four: Moving to Seashell Island 

Book Five: Returning to Seashell Island 

Books in the Pineapple Grove Cozy Murder Mystery Stand-alone 
Series 

Book One: Murder Behind the Coffeehouse 

Books in the Montgomery Wine Stand-alone Series 

Book One: A Place to Call Home 

Book Two: In Search of Happiness… coming soon 

Stand-alone books in the “Another Round of Laughter Series” 
written by Brenda and some of her siblings: Carla Evans, Martha 
Farmer, Rosa Jones, and David Bruce. 

Cupcakes Are Not a Diet Food (Free) 

Kids Are Not Always Angels 

Aging Is Not for Sissies 

NOTE for below books: These books are the first books of series and 
end in cliffhangers. 

FORGETTING THE PAST 

https://www.amazon.com/Forgetting-Past-Forgotten-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01GQELEYY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

FOREVER COUNTRY 
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https://www.amazon.com/Forever-Country-Rose-Farm-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B017OMNPZS/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

A NEW BEGINNING 

https://www.amazon.com/Beginning-Starting-Over-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B00JHQC25Y/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

LEARNING TO LIVE 

https://www.amazon.com/Learning-Live-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01N0XZ0ZL/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

A LIFE WORTH FIGHTING 

https://www.amazon.com/Life-Worth-Fighting-Survive-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B00WY8OR4Q/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

SHATTERED DREAMS 

https://www.amazon.com/Shattered-Dreams-Freedom-Trilogy-
Book-ebook/dp/B00PF0ROUY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

THIS IS A FREE STANDALONE BOOK: HOME ON SEASHELL 
ISLAND 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B076Y1VTCV/ref=dbs_a_def
_rwt_bibl_vppi_i14 

Also free here:  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

 


