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CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Everyman.  

*** 

Messenger.  

God.  

Death.  

*** 

Fellowship.  

Kindred.  

Cousin.  

Goods.  

*** 

Good Deeds.  

Knowledge.  

Confession.  

Beauty.  

Strength.  

Discretion.  

Five Wits.  

*** 

Angel.  

Doctor of Theology.  
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NOTES: 

“Everyman” means “every person, male or female.” 

When reading this book, you may want to mentally 
substitute [Your Name] for Everyman. 

The Middle Ages occurred before the Protestant 
Reformation, so all Christians are Catholic or Eastern 
Orthodox. In this book, they are Catholic. 

This play is Christian, and so it contains Christian theology. 

The word “Goods” means “Wealth.” 

Everyman must die and must give an account of his life and 
deeds to God. He must do this without delay, so after Death 
comes to him, he will have no time remaining to amend his 
life. His account will include his sins and his good deeds. 
This account of his life is called a reckoning. 

When you die, your wealth immediately leaves you. Your 
family and best friends will accompany you to your grave. 
(In this book, Everyman’s family and best friends don’t even 
do that.) Only your Good Deeds will go with you to plead 
your case before God on the Judgment Day. 

The Five Wits are memory, fantasy, judgment (aka 
estimation), imagination, and common sense. These are the 
five inward wits. 

But possibly, the Five Wits are the five outward wits: the 
five senses, which are seeing, hearing, touching, tasting, and 
smelling. 

In this society, a person of higher rank would use “thou,” 
“thee,” “thine,” and “thy” when referring to a person of 
lower rank. (These terms were also used affectionately and 
between equals.) A person of lower rank would use “you” 
and “your” when referring to a person of higher rank. 
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PROLOGUE 

Here begins a story about how the High Father of Heaven 
sends Death to summon every creature to come and give an 
account of his or her life and deeds in this world; this story 
is in the form of a moral play.  

A Messenger appeared. Divine messengers do such things as 
tell Mary that she will give birth to the Son of God. 

The Messenger said to you, the audience: 

“I ask all of you to pay attention and hear and read this matter 
with reverence and respect. 

“In form this is a moral play. It is called The Summoning of 
Everyman, which of our lives and their ending in death 
shows how transitory and temporary we always are. 

“The theme of the play is wondrously precious and of great 
moral value, but its intention and purpose is more gracious 
and devout, and sweet to remember and bear away.” 

The theme of the play is death, and its purpose is to inform 
the reader how to prepare him- or herself for the Last 
Judgment, in which God will decide who will go to Hell and 
who will go to Heaven. 

The Messenger continued: 

“The story says:  

“Humankind, listen: In the beginning look well, and take 
good heed to the ending.” 

In other words: Pay attention to how you lead your life, and 
no matter how happy you are now, be always aware that how 
you lead your life will determine where you end up in the 
afterlife. 

The Messenger continued: 
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“You think that in the beginning sin is very sweet, but in the 
end, sin causes thy soul to weep, when the body lies buried 
in clay.  

“Here you shall see how Fellowship and Jollity, and how 
Strength, Pleasure, and Beauty will fade from thee as flowers 
fade in May, for you shall hear how our Heavenly King calls 
Everyman to a general account and reckoning of his conduct 
in his life. 

“Pay attention, and hear what our Heavenly King says.” 

The Messenger exited. 
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CHAPTER 1 

Summary: Everyman learns that he will die soon and that he 
must account for his life and deeds. 

On the stage, Goods and Good Deeds were near each other. 
Goods sat among evidence of material wealth such as money 
bags. Good Deeds lay, weak and unable to stand, near 
Everyman’s book of account.  

A book of account records all deeds and motives of a 
person’s life. 

God entered the scene. He was in the balcony above the 
stage. 

God said: 

“I perceive here in My Majesty that all creatures — all 
humans — are to me unkind, ungrateful, and unnatural, 
living without dread in worldly, material prosperity:  

“When it comes to spiritual vision, the people are so blind. 
Drowned in sin, they don’t know me, their God.  

“All their mind is focused on worldly riches. They don’t fear 
my righteousness, the sharp rod of my justice.  

“They have entirely forgotten my divine law that I showed 
them, when I died for them, and they have forgotten the 
shedding of my red blood.” 

The Bible contains divine law: commandments that God 
wants people to follow. 

A basic tenet of Christian theology is that Jesus died for our 
sins. He endured the punishment that we sinners deserve to 
suffer, and because of that, we sinners have the chance to 
repent our sins and be given the gift of eternal life.  

God continued: 
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“I hanged between two sinners; it cannot be denied. To bring 
life for them and for all people, I consented to die and I 
suffered death.” 

When Jesus Christ was crucified, He was crucified in 
between two criminals. Jesus is part of the Trinity. God is a 
tripartite God: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 

Matthew 27:38 states, “There were two thieves crucified 
with him, one on the right hand, and another on the left” 
(King James Version). 

Jesus died, and after three days, he was resurrected. 

God continued: 

“I healed their feet.”  

Jesus washed the feet of His disciples. 

John 13:12-15 states (King James Version): 

12 So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his 
garments, and was set down again, he said unto them, Know 
ye what I have done to you? 

13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. 

14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; 
ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. 

15 For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I 
have done to you. 

God continued: 

“My head was hurt with thorns.” 

When Jesus was crucified, he wore a crown of thorns. 

Matthew 27:29 states, “And when they had platted a crown 
of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right 
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hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, 
saying, Hail, King of the Jews!” (King James Version). 

God continued: 

“I could do no more than I did truly, and now I see that the 
people entirely forsake me: They engage in the seven 
damnable deadly sins, such as pride, covetousness and 
greed, wrath, and lechery and lust. Now in the world the 
seven deadly sins have been made commendable and 
praiseworthy.” 

The three other deadly sins are envy, gluttony, and sloth. 

According to author Richard G. Newhauser, editor of The 
Seven Deadly Sins, these are deadly sins “because they lead 
to the death of the soul.” 

God continued: 

“And thus human beings reject the Heavenly company of 
angels.  

“Every man lives so entirely after his own pleasure, and yet 
human beings’ lives are not at all secure.  

“I see that the more I refrain from punishing them, the worse 
they become from year to year. 

“All who live quickly grow worse and become corrupt.  

“Therefore, I will in all haste have a reckoning of each 
person, for if I leave the people thus alone in their lives and 
wicked tempests and commotions, truly they will become 
much worse than beasts.  

“For now because of envy one person would eat up and 
destroy another person.  

“They all entirely forget charity.  



 8 

“I hoped well that every man should make his mansion in 
my glory — in Heaven — and in that place I had them all 
chosen to reside, but now I see, like abject traitors, they don’t 
thank me for the pleasure that I meant for them, nor yet for 
their existence that I have lent them.” 

John 14:2 states, “In my Father’s house are many mansions: 
if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a 
place for you” (King James Version). 

Life is a gift from God. 

God continued: 

“I proffered the people a great multitude of mercy, and few 
there are who ask for it heartily — with their hearts. 

“Humans are so encumbered and spiritually burdened by 
worldly riches that I must necessarily do justice on every 
man living without fear of Me.” 

Fear of God can mean awe of and submission to God. A 
person who fears God will obey God’s commandments. That 
can be done because of fear of ending up in Hell, but it can 
be done out of reverence and respect for God and for what is 
right. People can fear to do evil. 

God then asked: 

“Where are thou, Death, thou mighty messenger?”  

Death entered the scene.  

“Almighty God, I am here at your will, and I am here to fulfil 
Your commandment,” Death said.  

God said, “Go to Everyman, and show him in my name a 
pilgrimage — a spiritual journey — he must take on himself, 
which in no way he may escape. And tell him that he must 
bring with him a sure, trustworthy, and true reckoning — an 
account — of his life without delay or any tarrying.” 
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Everyman must die and then give an account of his life to 
God. He must do this without delay; after Everyman dies, he 
will have no time remaining to amend his life. His reckoning 
will include an account of his sins and of his good deeds. 

Death said: 

“Lord, I will run throughout the entire world, and I will 
unrelentingly search out both great and small.  

“I will beset and assail everyone who lives like a beast, out 
of God’s laws, and who does not dread folly. I will strike 
with my dart everyone who loves riches, and unless alms, 
charity, and good deeds are his good friend, I will blind his 
sight, I will separate him from Heaven, and I will make him 
dwell in Hell, a world without end, forever.  

“Look, yonder I see Everyman walking: Very little he thinks 
about my — Death’s — coming. He does not expect me. His 
mind is on fleshly lusts and his treasure, and it shall cause 
him great pain to endure giving an account of his life before 
the Lord Heaven King.”  

Finely dressed, Everyman entered the scene.  

God remained on the balcony and was silent.Death said: 

“Everyman, stand still. Where are thou going thus gaily? 
Have thou forgotten thy Maker?” 

Everyman asked, “Why do thou ask? Would thou know the 
answer?” 

“Yes, sir, I will show you where thou are going,” Death said. 
“In great haste I am sent to thee by God out of his Majesty.”  

“What! Sent to me?” Everyman said. 

Death said: “Yes, certainly I am sent to thee. Although you 
have forgotten Him here, He thinks about thee in the 
Heavenly sphere, as, before we depart, thou shall know.”  
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The medieval conception of the cosmos was that the Earth is 
at the center of the universe. People believed that over the 
Earth are a number of crystalline spheres, one of which is a 
sphere of fire. Other spheres held the Sun, the Moon, various 
planets, and the fixed stars (they are fixed in position to each 
other; in contrast, the planets are not fixed in position to each 
other — they wander in the sky). The modern conception of 
the cosmos is much different; modern scientists think of the 
cosmos as consisting mostly of empty space and dark matter 
and dark energy. Medieval thinkers believed that each 
celestial sphere made contact with the sphere above it and 
with the sphere below it. The outermost sphere is the Mystic 
Empyrean: It is beyond space and time, and it is the dwelling 
place of God. 

“What does God want of me?” Everyman asked. 

Death said, “That I shall tell thee: A reckoning he must 
necessarily have, without any longer respite or further 
delay.” 

When Death comes for you, there is no time left to you to 
amend your life — you are dead. You must give an account 
of your life as you have lived it. 

Sometimes, you know that Death is coming for you. You 
know that you will die quickly: in a minute, an hour, a day, 
a week, a month, or a year. In such a case, you may be able 
to set your affairs in order and get ready to face God. 
Everyman is not yet dead, but he knows that he will die soon, 
although he does not want to die. 

Everyman said, “To give a reckoning, I crave longer leisure: 
This blind matter — this situation I am not prepared for — 
troubles my mind.” 

Everyman wanted to live longer so he could prepare himself 
to meet God. 
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Death said: 

“Thou must undertake a long journey: 

“Therefore, bring with thee thy book of the account of thy 
life and deeds, for thou cannot by any way return again to 
life.” 

Revelation 20:12 states, “And I saw the dead, small and 
great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and 
another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the 
dead were judged out of those things which were written in 
the books, according to their works” (King James Bible). 

Death continued: 

“And look that thou are unerring in giving an account of thy 
life, for before God thou shall answer and show thy many 
bad deeds, and thou very few good deeds.  

“Thou shall say how thou have spent thy life, and in what 
wise, before the chief lord of Paradise: God.  

“Get going and let’s go on our way, for, know thou well, 
thou shall make no one thy attorney to speak for you.” 

Everyone, including Everyman, will not be able to pay 
anyone to speak for him or her: He or she will have to speak 
for him- or herself.  

“I am entirely unready to give such a reckoning of my life,” 
Everyman said. “I don’t know thee. What messenger are 
thou?” 

“I am Death, who fears no man, for every man I arrest, and 
I spare no man, for it is God’s commandment that all to me 
should be obedient,” Death said.  

Everyman said: 
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“O Death, thou have come when I had thee least in mind! In 
thy power it lies to save me.  

“Yet if thou will be kind, I will give thee some of my goods. 
Yes, thou shall have a thousand pounds, if thou will defer 
this matter until another day.” 

A thousand pounds in the Middle Ages was a vast amount of 
money. Everyman was wealthy. He attempted to bribe 
Death, but Death cannot be bribed. 

Death said: 

“Everyman, that will not happen.  

“I set no value on gold, silver, or riches, nor do I set any 
value on the titles of pope, emperor, king, duke, and princes.  

“For, if I wanted to accept great gifts, I could get all the 
world, but my custom is completely to the contrary. 

“I give thee no respite: Come away from here, and do not 
tarry.” 

Everyman said: 

“Alas! Shall I have no longer respite? I may say Death gives 
no warning.  

“To think about thee, it makes my heart sick, for my book of 
reckoning is not at all ready.  

“But, if I could live for twelve more years, I would make my 
accounting-book so clear and spotless that I would not need 
to fear my reckoning.  

“Therefore, Death, I pray thee for God’s mercy! Spare me, 
until I have provided myself a remedy and have reformed 
my life!”  

Death said: 
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“It does not help thee to cry, weep, and pray.  

“But hasten thee quickly, so that thou can be gone on that 
journey, and test thy friends, if thou can.  

“For, as thou know well, time waits for no man, and in the 
world each living creature — each human being — because 
of Adam’s sin must die in the course of nature.” 

Everyman is going to die very soon, and he has little time to 
amend his life, but Death gives him the opportunity to talk 
to his friends to see if any of them will accompany him on 
his journey to God so they can help him give an accounting 
of his life. 

Imagine being on your deathbed, knowing that you will die 
soon, and wishing that you had more time to do good with 
your life. In such a case, Death may come immediately, but 
Death may come a little later, giving you an opportunity to 
talk with people before you die. 

On your deathbed, you can amend your life. You can pray, 
repent, and receive the Last Rites. In Dante’s Purgatory, 
people who repent at the end of their life are saved, but they 
must wait for a while to begin climbing the Mountain of 
Purgatory. They kept God waiting, and so God justly makes 
them wait for a while. 

But on your deathbed, your ability to do good deeds and to 
try to amend the bad effects of your bad deeds is limited, 
although you may be able to make a will that does good. 

The most important ethical rule is this: Do no evil. Do not 
do to others what you do not want done to yourself. 

But since everyone sins, this ethical rule is also important: 
Do some good. Do to others what you want done to you. 

In the Garden of Eden, Adam committed the original sin. 
Because of that, human beings must die. 
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Genesis 3:19 states, “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou 
taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return” 
(King James Version). 

Everyman said, “Death, if I should take this pilgrimage and 
make my reckoning openly and fully and without failure, tell 
me, for the sake of Saint Charity, won’t I come again to 
reside on Earth soon?”  

“Saint Charity” is “holy charity.” 

Death said, “No, Everyman, if thou are once there at your 
destination in the afterlife, thou may never anymore come 
here to reside on Earth, trust me truly.”  

Everyman prayed: 

“O gracious God, in the high seat celestial, have mercy on 
me in this most need!” 

Everyman then asked Death: 

“Shall I have no company of my acquaintance on this vale 
terrestrial— this earthly world — to guide me on that way?” 

Death has said that Everyman can test his friends to see if 
any of them will accompany him, but Everyman was worried 
that no one would go with him. 

Death said: 

“Yes, you can have company — if any are so hardy and 
courageous that they would go with thee and bear thee 
company.  

“But hurry so that thou will be going to God’s magnificence 
so thou can give thy reckoning before His presence.  

“What! Did thou think that thy life was given to thee, and thy 
worldly goods were also given to thee?” 
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“I had supposed so, truly,” Everyman said.  

Death said: 

“No, no; thy life was only lent to thee. For, as soon as thou 
are dead and gone, another shall have it for a while and then 
go from life, just as thou have done.  

“Everyman, thou are mad: foolish. Thou have thy five wits, 
and here on earth thou would not amend thy life. For I — 
Death — do come suddenly.”  

The five wits are memory, fantasy, judgment (aka 
estimation), imagination, and common sense.  

Everyman had the knowledge that Death would come for 
him, yet he did not live his life better, and so now he is not 
prepared to appear before God. 

Every illness that we endure during life is a reminder that 
Death will come for us one day. 

Everyman said to himself: 

“O wretched caitiff, where shall I flee so that I might escape 
this endless sorrow?” 

Everyman then said: 

“Now, gentle Death, spare me until tomorrow, so that I may 
amend myself with good reflection.”  

Death said: 

“No, I will not consent to that, nor will I give respite to any 
man, but suddenly I shall smite each man to the heart without 
any reflection. 

“And now I will go away out of thy sight. 

“See that thou are ready quickly, for thou may say that this 
is the day that no living man may escape.” 
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Death exited, leaving Everyman behind to test his friends 
and see if any of them would be willing to accompany him 
on his journey to see God. 

Everyman said: 

“Alas! I may well weep with sighs deep.  

“Now I have no manner of company to help me in my 
journey, and to guard me, and also my written account of my 
life is completely unready. 

“What shall I do now in order to excuse and defend me? I 
wish to God that I had never been born. If I had never been 
born, it would have been a very great profit to my soul, for 
now I fear huge and great pains. 

“The time passes.” 

Everyman prayed: 

“Lord, Who created everything, help!” 

He then said: 

“For although I mourn, it helps not at all.  

“The day passes and is almost gone. I don’t know well what 
I ought to do.  

“To whom would I best make my anguish known? 

“What if I spoke thereof to Fellowship, and told him about 
this sudden misfortune: my death! For in him is all my trust 
and faith. We have in the world been good friends in sport 
and play so many days.” 

Everyman saw Fellowship and said: 

“I see him yonder certainly. 
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“I trust that he will bear me company, so therefore to him I 
will speak to ease my sorrow.” 
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CHAPTER 2 

Summary: Everyman tries to get his friends, family, and 
goods (wealth) to accompany him on his journey to have his 
life judged by God.  

Fellowship entered the scene.  

“We are well met, good Fellowship, and good morning,” 
Everyman said.  

Fellowship said: 

“Everyman, good morning, by this day.” 

“By this day” is an oath. 

Fellowship continued: 

“Sir, why do thou look so pitiful and wretched? If anything 
is amiss, please tell me so that I may help to remedy the 
problem.” 

“Yes, good Fellowship, yes,” Everyman said, “I am in great 
jeopardy.” 

“My true friend, tell me what is on your mind,” Fellowship 
said. “I will not forsake thee to my life’s end. We have been 
and will continue to be good company.” 

“That was well and lovingly spoken,” Everyman said. 

“Sir, I must know the reason for your sorrow,” Fellowship 
said. “I feel pity to see you in any distress. If anyone has 
wronged you, you shall be revenged, even though I should 
be slain for thee on the ground, and even though I know 
beforehand that I should die.” 

“Truly, Fellowship, I give you great thanks,” Everyman said.  

“Tush!” Fellowship said. “I don’t need your thanks. Tell me 
why you grieve, and say no more.” 
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Everyman said, “If I should reveal my heart to you, and then 
you were to turn your mind away from me and would not 
comfort me when you hear me speaking, then I would be ten 
times sorrier and more grieved.”  

“Sir, I say in words what I will do in deed,” Fellowship said. 

“Then you are a good friend in times of need,” Everyman 
said. “I have found you true before this time.”  

“And so you shall find me forevermore,” Fellowship said, 
“for in faith, even if thou go to Hell, I will not forsake thee 
by the way.” 

“You speak like a good friend, and I believe you well,” 
Everyman said. “I shall repay it, if I can.” 

Fellowship said: 

“I speak of no deserving, by this day: For he who will say 
something and do nothing is not worthy to go with good 
company.  

“Therefore, show me the grief of your mind, as to your most 
loving and kind friend.”  

Everyman said: 

“I shall tell you how it is: I am commanded to go on a 
journey, a long way, hard and dangerous, and I am 
commanded to give a rigorous account of my life without 
delay before the High Judge Adonai.” 

“Adonai” is “God,” aka “Lord.”  

Everyman continued: 

“Therefore, I ask you to please bear me company, as you 
have promised to do, in this journey.”  

Fellowship said: 



 20 

“This is a serious matter, indeed. A promise is a duty.  

“But, if I should take such a voyage upon me, I know well 
that it would be to my pain. Also, it would certainly make 
me afraid.” 

In this society, a voyage is a long journey, not necessarily on 
water.  

Fellowship continued: 

“But let us deliberate here as well as we can, for your words 
would make a strong man afraid.”  

Everyman said, “Why, you said, if I had need, you would 
never forsake me, quick [alive] or dead, although it would 
mean for you to accompany me to Hell indeed.” 

“So I certainly said,” Fellowship said. “But setting aside 
such pleasantries, truly, let me also ask: If we took such a 
journey, when should we return again?” 

Pleasantries are pretty, polite words that don’t mean much. 

“Never again until the Day of Doom: Judgment Day,” 
Everyman said. 

In this society, “Doom” means “Judgment.” 

Fellowship said: 

“Truly then, I will not come there.  

“Who has brought to you these tidings?” 

“Indeed, Death was here with me,” Everyman said. 

Fellowship said, “Now, by God Who has redeemed all of 
Humankind, if Death were the messenger, I will not go on 
that loathed journey for no man who is living today — not 
even for the father who begot me.” 
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“You promised otherwise, by God,” Everyman said.  

“I know well what I said,” Fellowship said. “I say so truly. 
And yet, if thou will eat and drink, and make good 
entertainment, or haunt the lusty company of women, I 
would not forsake you — while the day is clear. Trust me 
truly when I say that.” 

Fellowship is a clear-day friend: a fair-weather friend.  

Everyman said, “Yes, you would be ready for those things. 
Your mind prefers to go to mirth, solace, and play than to 
bear me company in my long journey.”  

“Now, in good faith, I will not go that way,” Fellowship said. 
“But, if thou will murder or kill any man, in that I will help 
thee with a good will.”  

Everyman said: 

“Oh, that is foolish advice indeed.” 

It is not wise to murder someone, especially knowing that 
you will have to account for that murder before a just God.  

Everyman then pleaded: 

“Gentle, noble, gracious fellow, help me in my necessity: 
We have been friends for a long time, and now I need help. 
And now, gentle Fellowship, remember me in my need.” 

“Whether you have been friends with me or not, by Saint 
John, I will not go with thee,” Fellowship said.  

Saint John can be either John the Baptist or John the 
Evangelist. 

“Yet, I ask thee to make the effort, and do so much for me 
as to accompany me, for Saint Charity, and comfort me until 
I come outside the town,” Everyman said.  
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Fellowship replied: 

“No. Even if thou would give me a new gown, I will not go 
a foot with thee. But, if thou had tarried here a while longer, 
I would not have left thee so.  

“And now may God give thee success in thy journey! For 
from thee I will depart as fast as I may.”  

“Where are you going, Fellowship?” Everyman asked. “Will 
thou forsake me?” 

“Yes, by my faith,” Fellowship said. “To God I commend 
thee.”  

Everyman said, “Farewell, good Fellowship; because of 
thee, my heart is sore. Adieu forever, I shall see thee no 
more.”  

Fellowship said, “In faith, Everyman, farewell now at the 
end. Because of you, I will remember that parting is 
mourning.” 

Fellowship exited.  

Everyman said to himself: 

“Alas, shall Fellowship and I thus part truly?  

“Ah, Our Lady, help!” 

“Our Lady” is the Virgin Mary.  

Everyman continued: 

“Without any more comfort, see, Fellowship has forsaken 
me in my time of most need. For help in this world, where 
shall I turn?  

“In the past, Fellowship here would make merry with me, 
and now he feels little sorrow for me.  
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“It is said, ‘In prosperity men may find friends, who in 
adversity are completely unkind.’  

“Now where shall I flee for help since Fellowship has 
forsaken me?  

“To my kinsmen I will go truly, and I will plead with them 
to help me in my necessity. 

“I believe that they will do so, for relatives will creep where 
they may not walk.” 

In other words, relatives will help you even in the most 
difficult circumstances. They will do what they can for you. 

Everyman continued: 

“I will talk to them and see if they will help me, for yonder I 
see them go.” 

Everyman’s kindred and cousin entered the scene. 

On stage, these are two people. In this society, a “cousin” 
can be a relative, but not necessarily a cousin as we define 
the term today. The word can also be used for a close friend. 
Readers should think of Kindred as representing Everyman’s 
relatives, and of Cousin as representing Everyman’s best 
friend or best friends. (Fellowship represents friends, but not 
best friends.) 

“Where are you now, my friends and kinsmen?” Everyman 
asked. 

Kindred said to Everyman: 

“Here we are now at your service. 

“Everyman, please tell us what you want in detail and don’t 
leave anything out.” 
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Cousin said, “Yes, Cousin Everyman, and to us declare if 
you are disposed to go anywhere, for, as you well know, we 
will live and die together.” 

Kindred said, “In wealth and woe — in good times and bad 
times — we will be with you, for with his kin a man may be 
bold.” 

In other words: A man can make difficult-to-fulfill requests 
of his relatives.  

Everyman said: 

“I give you great thanks, my kind friends and kinsmen.  

“Now I shall show you the grief of my mind. 

“I was given a command by a messenger — Death — who 
is a High King’s — God’s — chief officer.  

“He ordered me to go on an unwelcome-to-me pilgrimage, 
and I know well I shall never come back again from that 
spiritual journey.  

“Also, I must give a strict and accurate account of my life, 
for I have a great enemy who is lying in wait for me, who 
intends to hinder me.” 

The great enemy is Satan, who would love to take 
Everyman’s soul and punish it in Hell.  

“What account is that which you must render?” Kindred 
asked. “That is something I want to know.”  

Everyman answered: 

“I must give an account of all my deeds. I must tell how I 
have lived and how I have spent my days.  
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“Also, I must tell about ill deeds that I have often done in my 
time since my life was lent to me, and I must tell about all 
the virtues that I have rejected and not practiced. 

“Therefore, I plead with you to go there with me to help me 
to make my account of my life, for Saint Charity.” 

Cousin said, “What! To go there? Is that what you want? No, 
Everyman, I would prefer to fast on bread and water for five 
years or more.” 

“Alas, that I was ever born!” Everyman said. “For now I 
shall never be merry, if you forsake me.” 

Kindred said: 

“Ah, sir! What! You are a merry man! You make jokes. Take 
good heart to you, cheer up, and make no moan or complaint.  

“But one thing I warn you, by Saint Anne: As for me, you 
shall go alone.” 

Saint Anne is the mother of the Virgin Mary. 

Everyman asked, “My cousin, won’t you go with me?”  

Cousin said. “No, by Our Lady, I have the cramp in my toe.”  

He had the gout, a disease that can be caused by rich food. 
His preferring to fast on bread and water for five years or 
more rather than accompany Everyman on his spiritual 
journey showed how much he did not want to go on that 
journey. 

Cousin continued: 

“Don’t put your trust in me, for, God help me, I will deceive 
you in your most need.” 

Kindred said: 

“You cannot entice us to go with you. 
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“You shall have my maid-servant with all my heart. She 
loves to go to feasts, there to be finely dressed and flirtatious, 
and to dance, and to gad about outside the house.  

“I will give her permission to help you in that journey, if you 
and she may agree.” 

The maid-servant was unlikely to agree to go with 
Everyman. 

Everyman said, “Now tell me the true intent of your mind. 
Will you go with me, or stay behind?” 

“Stay behind!” Kindred said. “Yes, I will do that, if I can. 
Therefore, farewell until another day.” 

Kindred exited.  

Everyman said: 

“How should I be merry or glad? For men make fair 
promises to me, but when I have the most need, they forsake 
me. 

“I am deceived, and that makes me sad.” 

Cousin said: 

“Cousin Everyman, farewell now, for truly I will not go with 
you.  

“Of my own life I also have to make a reckoning that I am 
not ready to make; therefore, I must tarry here.” 

Cousin will stay behind; if he is wise, he will spend the time 
amending his own life. 

Cousin said: 

“Now may God keep and protect thee, for now I go.” 

Cousin exited. 
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Everyman said to himself: 

“Ah, Jesus, has it all come to this?  

“Look, fair words make fools happy with a false sense of 
security.  

“People make promises, but they will do nothing definite and 
real: They cannot be counted on.”  

Everyman continued: 

“My kinsmen promised faithfully to steadfastly remain with 
me, and now they quickly flee away.  

“Fellowship also promised to stay with me steadfastly.  

“What friend would be best for me to find for myself?  

“I waste my time staying here longer — yet in my mind I 
think of something.  

“All my life I have loved Riches. 

“If my Goods now might help me, it would make my heart 
very light.  

“I will speak to Goods in this distress of mine. 

“Where are thou, my Goods and Riches?” 

From a corner, Goods spoke: 

“Who is calling me? Everyman? What! Are you in a hurry? 
I lie here in corners bundled up and piled so high, and I am 
locked in chests so securely, and I am sacked in bags, as thou 
may see with thine eye, so that I cannot move. I lie in packs 
here on the ground!  

“What do you want? Quickly tell me.” 

“Come here, Goods, in all the haste thou can make,” 
Everyman said, “because I need your advice.”  



 28 

Goods came forward and said, “Sir, if you have sorrow or 
adversity in the world, I can help you to remedy that 
quickly.” 

Material problems can be solved with money. 

Everyman said: 

“It is another problem that grieves me, not a material one. 
My problem is not in this world. I tell thee that I am sent to 
go another way to give a comprehensive and rigorous 
account of my life before the highest Jupiter of all.” 

Jupiter is the mythological king of gods and men, but God is 
vastly superior to him. 

Everyman continued: 

“And all my life I have taken pleasure in thee, Goods.  

“Therefore, I plead with thee now to go with me because, 
perhaps, before God Almighty thou may help to clean and 
purify my reckoning. 

“For it is commonly said that money makes all right that is 
wrong: Money fixes all problems.” 

Goods replied: 

“No, Everyman, I sing another song.  

“I follow no man in such journeys, for, if I went with thee, 
thou would fare much the worse because of me. 

“Why? Because thou did set thy mind on me.  

“I have made thy reckoning blotted and illegible, with the 
result that thou cannot make out and clearly read truly thine 
account, and this happened because thou love me.” 

Matthew 6:24 states, “No man can serve two masters: for 
either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will 
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hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God 
and mammon” (King James Version). 

Everyman said: 

“That would grieve me very much when I would appear 
before God to hear His verdict on my life. 

“Get up! Let us go there together.” 

Everyman still wanted company beside him on his Day of 
Judgment. 

Goods replied, “Nay, it must not be. I am too brittle, and I 
may not endure. I will follow no man one foot, you may be 
sure.”  

“Alas!” Everyman said. “I have loved thee, and I have had 
great pleasure all the days of my life on goods and treasure.”  

Goods said, “That is to thy damnation, I say without lies or 
falsehoods, for the love of me is contrary to the everlasting 
love, but if thou had loved me moderately during your life 
and had given part of me to the poor, then thou would not be 
in this distress, nor in this great trouble.” 

Everyman said, “Look, now I know I was deceived, before I 
was aware of my mistake, and I may blame it all on my waste 
of time.” 

Everyman was not blaming his lack of charity. He was 
blaming only the way he had spent his time. 

“What! Do thou think that I belong to you?” Goods asked.  

“I had supposed so,” Everyman said. 

Goods said: 
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“No, Everyman, I say that I do not belong to thee. Instead, 
for a while I was lent to thee; thou have had me in prosperity 
for a season.  

“My nature is to kill man’s soul. If I save one man, I ruin a 
thousand other men.  

“Did thou think that I will follow thee? 

“No, I will not follow thee as you pass from this world, 
truly.”  

“I had thought otherwise,” Everyman said. “I had hoped that 
you would accompany me.”  

Goods said, “Therefore to thy soul Goods is a thief, for when 
thou are dead, my nature is to deceive another man in the 
same way that I have deceived thee, and all to his soul’s 
shame and disgrace.”  

“O false Goods, may thou be cursed,” Everyman said. “Thou 
traitor to God, thou have deceived me and caught me in thy 
snare.” 

Goods said, “By the Virgin Mary, thou brought thyself to 
this care and concern, and that is something of which I am 
very glad. I must laugh — I cannot be sad.” 

Don’t blame wealth; blame yourself. 

Everyman said: 

“Ah, Goods, thou long have had my heartful love; I gave 
thee the love that I should have given to the Lord above.  

“But won’t thou go with me indeed? I ask thee to tell me the 
truth.” 

“No, I will not go with thee, so God help me,” Goods said. 
“Therefore, farewell, and have a good day.” 
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Goods exited. 

Everyman said to himself: 

“O, to whom shall I make my moan and request that they go 
with me in that heavy journey?  

“First Fellowship said he would go with me. His words were 
very pleasant and gay, but afterward he left me alone. 

“Then all in despair I spoke to my kinsmen, and also they 
gave me fair words, They lacked no pretty speeches, but they 
all forsook me in the end. 

“Then I went to my Goods that I loved best, in hope to have 
found comfort, but there I had the least comfort because my 
Goods sharply told me that he brings many men into Hell.  

“Then I was ashamed of myself, and so I am worthy to be 
blamed. Thus I may well hate myself.  

“Whose advice shall I now take? I think that I shall never 
succeed until I go to my Good Deeds. But, alas! She is so 
weak that she can neither walk nor speak. Yet I will approach 
and ask her now.” 
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CHAPTER 3 

Summary: Everyman finds help. His Good Deeds will 
accompany him. Also, Knowledge helps Everyman to 
receive God’s Grace.  

“My Good Deeds, where are you?” Everyman asked. 

Lying on the ground, Good Deeds spoke, “Here I lie cold on 
the ground. Thy sins have so sorely bound me that I cannot 
move.” 

“O Good Deeds, I stand in fear,” Everyman said. “I must ask 
you for advice because help now would be very welcome.” 

Good Deeds replied: 

“Everyman, I understand that you are summoned to account 
for your actions in life before the Messiah, King of 
Jerusalem.  

“If you follow my advice, I will take that journey with you.” 

“That is why I have come to you to lament,” Everyman said. 
“I plead with you to go with me.”  

Good Deeds said, “I would very much like to, but I truly 
cannot stand.”  

“Why, has anything happened to you?” Everyman asked.  

Good Deeds replied: 

“Yes, sir, and I may thank you for all of it. 

“If you had perfectly cheered me by doing good deeds, your 
book of account would be completely ready for you to meet 
your Maker.  

“Look also at the books of your works and deeds! See how 
they lie under the feet of your soul’s heaviness and grief.”  
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Pages from the books lay on the ground where they could be 
stepped on. 

One book was an account of Everyman’s deeds, and another 
was an account of Everyman’s life. 

Everyman tried to read the book of his deeds. 

He said, “Our Lord Jesus help me, for I cannot see even one 
letter here in this book.” 

Good Deeds said, “There is a blind reckoning in times of 
distress!” 

Everyman said, “Good Deeds, please help me in my need, or 
else I am forever damned indeed!  

“Therefore, help me to make my reckoning before the 
Redeemer of all things, Who is King, and was King, and 
forever shall be King.”  

“Everyman, I am sorry about your fall, and I would eagerly 
help you, if I were able,” Good Deeds said.  

“Good Deeds, please give me your advice,” Everyman said.  

Good Deeds said: 

“That I shall do truly, although I cannot walk on my feet.  

“I have a sister called Knowledge who also shall go with you 
and shall remain with you to help you to make that dreadful 
reckoning of your deeds in life.” 

Knowledge is Awareness of One’s Sins and How to Repent 
Them. 

Knowledge entered the scene.  

She said, “Everyman, I will go with thee and be thy guide. 
In thy greatest need, I will go by thy side.” 
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Everyman said: 

“I am now in good condition in everything, and I am wholly 
content with this good thing.  

“Thanked be God my Creator.”  

Before Everyman would go to his Day of Judgment, 
Knowledge would take him to a priest to confess his sins. 

Good Deeds said: 

“And when he has brought you to the place where thou shall 
heal thee of thy pain, then you will go to your Judgment Day 
with your reckoning and Good Deeds together so they can 
make thee joyful at the heart before the blessed Trinity.” 

Earlier, Good Deeds had called Knowledge her sister, but 
just now she had called Knowledge “he.” This may be a typo, 
but possibly gender does not apply to Knowledge, just as 
God the Creator is neither male nor female.  

God is called Father, but the Bible includes maternal images 
of God: 

Isaiah 42:14 states, “I have long time holden my peace; I 
have been still, and refrained myself: now will I cry like a 
travailing woman; I will destroy and devour at once” (King 
James Version). 

Isaiah 66:13 states, “As one whom his mother comforteth, so 
will I comfort you; and ye shall be comforted in Jerusalem” 
(King James Version). 

Good deeds are important, but in Christian theology, they are 
not enough to enter Heaven. That requires the grace — the 
gift — of God. One can get grace by sincerely repenting — 
and in Catholicism, by also confessing — one’s sins. 

In Catholicism, one must: 
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1) Repent one’s sins and sincerely regret having committed 
them. 

2) Confess one’s sins. 

3) Perform an act of penance, such as saying a set number of 
prayers. 

People who sincerely repent their sins but die before they 
can confess them and perform an act of penance can climb 
the Mountain of Purgatory and go to Paradise. 

Everyman said, “My Good Deeds, I give you great thanks. I 
am very happy certainly with your sweet words.” 

Knowledge said, “Now we go together lovingly to 
Confession, that cleansing river.”  

Everyman said: 

“I weep because of joy. I wish that we were there. 

“But please tell me where that holy man Confession dwells.”  

Knowledge answered: 

“In the house of salvation; the church. We shall find him in 
that place where he shall comfort us by God’s grace.” 

Confession entered the scene, and Knowledge took 
Everyman to Confession.  

Knowledge said to Everyman: 

“Look, this is Confession. Kneel down, and ask for mercy, 
for he is in good favor with God Almighty.”  

Everyman said to Confession: 

“O glorious fountain that purifies all uncleanness, wash from 
me the unclean spots of vice, so that on me no sin may be 
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seen. I come with Knowledge for my redemption and 
salvation.  

“I want to be redeemed with heartful and full contrition and 
penitence, for I am commanded to undertake a pilgrimage 
and to make full accounts of my life and deeds before God.  

“Now I ask you, Shrift [another name for Confession], 
mother of salvation, help my Good Deeds to stand and talk 
in response to my deserving-of-pity exclamation.” 

Of course, Everyman wanted Good Deeds to be able to walk 
and speak so that she could plead for him before God.  

Confession said: 

“I know your sorrow well, Everyman.  

“Because you come to me with Knowledge, I will comfort 
you as well as I can; and I will give thee a precious jewel 
called penance, the expeller of adversity. With penance, 
your body shall be chastised with abstinence and with 
perseverance in God’s service.” 

Penance consists of acts of self-punishment that show regret 
for having committed sin. 

Confession continued: 

“Here you shall receive this scourge — this whip — from 
me, which is a strong penance that you must endure.” 

Confession showed Everyman the scourge. 

Confession continued: 

“Remember thy Savior was scourged — whipped — for thee 
with painful lashes, and He endured it patiently: 
So must thou, before thou escape that painful pilgrimage: the 
one to Hell.” 
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Confession then said: 

“Knowledge, protect Everyman in this voyage — this 
pilgrimage, and by that time Good Deeds will be with thee.”  

Confession gave the scourge to Knowledge. 

Confession then said to Everyman: 

“But in any case, be a seeker of mercy, for your time draws 
near quickly. If you wish to be saved, ask God for mercy, 
and He will grant it truly.  

“When Humankind commit themselves to the scourge of 
penitence, then Humankind shall find the oil of forgiveness.” 

Everyman said, “Thanked be God for His gracious work, for 
now I will begin my penance. This scourge has rejoiced and 
lightened my heart, although the knots of the whip are 
painful and hard.  

Knowledge said, “Everyman, see to it that you fulfill your 
penance, despite whatever pain it causes you, and 
Knowledge shall give you advice whenever you want it 
about how you shall make your account clearly and readily 
and with all sins repented.”  

Everyman said:  

“O eternal God, O heavenly figure, O way of righteousness, 
O goodly vision, Who descended down to Earth in a pure 
virgin, because He would redeem Everyman, whom Adam 
caused to be banned from the Garden of Eden by his 
disobedience. 

“O blessed Godhead, exalted and high Divine, forgive me 
my grievous offence. Here I cry out and ask thee for mercy 
in the presence of Knowledge and Confession!  

“O Spiritual Treasure, O Ransomer and Redeemer! Of all the 
world Hope and Conductor and Guide, Mirror of Joy, 
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Founder of Mercy, Who illuminates Heaven and Earth 
thereby! 

“Hear my urgent lamentation, although it is late in coming. 
Receive my unworthy prayers in this heavy-with-sin life of 
mine; although I am a sinner most abominable, yet let my 
name be written in Moses’ tablets.” 

Some people thought that the two tablets of the Ten 
Commandments were symbols of Baptism and of Penance. 

Everyman would have been most likely baptized soon after 
birth, and so now he wanted to do penance and be saved. 

Everyman continued: 

“O Mary, pray to the Maker of all things to help me at my 
ending — my death — and save me from the power of my 
enemy, Satan, for Death assails me strongly.  

“And, Our Lady, I crave thy prayer so that by its means and 
by the means of your Son’s passion, I may be a partner — a 
partaker — of your Son’s glory. I beg you to help save my 
soul.  

“Knowledge, give me the scourge of penance; with it, my 
flesh shall pay off its debt of sin. I will now begin, if God 
will give me grace.”  

Knowledge gave the scourge to Everyman.  

Knowledge said, “Everyman, may God give you time and 
space — time and opportunity! Thus I bequeath you into the 
hands of our Savior. Now you may make your reckoning 
sure.” 

Everyman said:  

“In the name of all the Holy Trinity, my body shall be 
punished severely.” 
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Everyman took off his fine outer garment.  

He then said: 

“Take this, body, for the sin of the flesh.” 

He whipped himself. 

These days, we are much more likely to say a number of 
prayers as penance than to whip ourselves. 

Everyman then said: 

“Also, thou — my body — delighted to go finely dressed in 
fine gay, colorful clothing. And in the way of damnation 
thou — my body — did bring me. 

“Therefore, suffer now strokes and punishing.” 

Everyman whipped himself. 

He then said: 

“Now in penance I will wade the water clear, to save myself 
from the sharp fire of Purgatory.” 

Purgatory is a place where unconfessed but repented sins can 
be purged in a finite amount of time. This prepares the soul 
to enter Paradise. 

In Dante’s Purgatory, Purgatory is a mountain with seven 
ledges. On each ledge, a particular sin is purged and 
penitents learn a virtue that is opposed to that sin: 

Ledge 1: Sin — Pride; Virtue — Humility 

Ledge 2: Sin — Envy; Virtue — Kindness and Love of 
Others 

Ledge 3: Sin — Wrath; Virtue — Meekness and Patience 

Ledge 4: Sin — Sloth; Virtue — Zeal and Diligence 
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Ledge 5: Sin — Avariciousness (and Wastefulness); Virtue 
— Charity and Detachment from Riches and from What 
Riches can Buy  

Avariciousness is greed: It can be greed for money or for 
what money can buy. 

Ledge 6: Sin — Gluttony; Virtue — Abstinence or 
Temperance 

Ledge 7: Sin — Lust; Virtue — Chastity or Proper Sex 

Good Deeds arose from the ground. 

Good Deeds said, “I thank God, now that I can walk and go, 
and now that I am delivered from my sickness and woe. 
Therefore, with Everyman I will go, and I will not spare 
anything I can do to help him. I will help him to declare his 
good works.” 

Knowledge said:  

“Now, Everyman, be merry and glad. Your Good Deeds 
come now, so you may not be sad.  

“Now is your Good Deeds whole and sound, going upright 
upon the ground.” 

Everyman said, “My heart is light, and shall be forevermore; 
Now will I whip myself faster than I did before.”  

Everyman scourged himself again. 

Restored to health, Good Deeds said: 

“Everyman pilgrim, my special friend, blessed be thou 
without end. The eternal glory is prepared for thee. 

“You have me made whole and sound; therefore, I will stand 
by thee in every difficult trial.” 
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Everyman said, “Welcome, my Good Deeds. Now I hear thy 
voice, I weep for very sweetness of love.”  

Knowledge said: 

“Don’t be sad anymore, but forever rejoice. 

“In his throne above, God sees thy life. Put on this garment, 
which is wet with your tears, for thy benefit, or else before 
God you may miss it and wish that thou had it when you shall 
come to your journey’s end.  

Knowledge gave the garment to Everyman.  

“Gentle Knowledge, what do you call this garment?” 
Everyman asked. 

Knowledge answered: 

“It is a garment of sorrow; it will rescue thee from 
everlasting pain.  

“It is Contrition — regret for thy sins — that obtains 
forgiveness.  

“It pleases God surpassingly well.” 

Good Deeds asked, “Everyman, will you wear it for your 
health: your salvation?” 

Everyman put on the garment of sorrow: He regretted his 
sins. 

Everyman said: 

“Now blessed be Jesus, Mary’s son, for now I have true 
contrition, and let us go now without tarrying here any 
longer.  

“Good Deeds, have we purified our reckoning by washing 
away our sins?”  
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Good Deeds picked up the book of account and read it. 

She said, “Yes, indeed, I have it here.” 

Everyman said, “Then I trust we need not fear. Now, friends, 
let us not separate.”  

“Everyman, we certainly will not part,” Knowledge said.  

Good Deeds said, “Yet thou must lead with thee three 
persons of great might.” 

She was calling on Everyman to be a leader and to bring with 
him three other pillars of strength. 

“Who should they be?” Everyman asked.  

Good Deeds said, “They are called Discretion and Strength, 
and thy Beauty may not stay behind.” 

Knowledge said, “Also, you must use your Five Wits as your 
counselors.” 

The Five Wits are memory, fantasy, judgment (aka 
estimation), imagination, and common sense.  

“You must have them ready at all times,” Good Deeds said.  

“How shall I get them to come here?” Everyman asked.  

“You must call them all together, and they will hear you 
immediately,” Knowledge said.  

Everyman said, “My friends — Discretion, Strength, Five 
Wits, and Beauty — come here, and be present.” 
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CHAPTER 4 

Summary: Everyman is joined by his personal attributes: 
Beauty, Discretion, Strength, and Five Wits. His personal 
attributes give him good advice, which he follows. 

Beauty, Strength, Discretion, and Five Wits entered the 
scene.  

Beauty said to Good Deeds, “Here at your will we are all 
ready. What do you want us to do?” 

Good Deeds replied, “I want you to go with Everyman and 
help him in his pilgrimage. Consider this and decide: Will 
you go with him or not in that voyage?” 

“All of us will bring him there, and we will be his help and 
comfort, you may believe me,” Strength said.  

“All together, we will go with him,” Discretion said.  

Everyman said: 

“Almighty God, may Thou be loved! 

“I give Thee praise because now that I have brought 
Strength, Discretion, Beauty, and Five Wits here, I lack 
nothing. And my Good Deeds, with Knowledge clear of sin 
and spotless, all are in my company at my will here.  

“I desire no more for my business at hand.”  

“And I, Strength, will stand by you in distress, even though 
thou would in battle fight on the ground,” Strength said. 

Five Wits said, “And although your journey would be around 
the whole world, we will not depart either for sweet or for 
sour. We will not depart no matter what the circumstances 
may be: good or bad.” 
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Beauty said, “I will not leave you until the hour of your 
death, whatsoever might happen.” 

Discretion said, “Everyman, consider this first of all. Go 
with good consideration, reflection, and deliberation. We all 
give you virtuous, beneficial notice that all shall be well.”  

Everyman said: 

“My friends, listen to what I will tell you. 

“I pray that God rewards you in His Heavenly sphere.  

“Now listen all of you who are here, for I will make my 
testament here before all of you who are present: 
I will give away half my wealth in alms with both of my 
hands in the way of charity with good intent, and the other 
half I bequeath, to be returned where it ought to be.” 

Everyman wanted half his wealth to be used to repay all his 
debts so that he would owe nothing. The people who had 
loaned him money or who had sold him something on credit 
would be repaid what he owed them. 

Everyman was not yet dead, and he could make a will and 
testament and do good deeds by leaving half his wealth to 
charity. This would strengthen Good Deeds, who would 
plead for him on the Day of Judgment. 

Everyman continued: 

“This I do in defiance of the fiend of hell, to entirely escape 
his peril, forever after this day.” 

Knowledge advised, “Everyman, listen to what I say: Go to 
the priest, I advise you, and receive from him in any case the 
holy sacrament and anointment together. Then shortly see 
that you return again to this place; we will all wait for you 
here.” 

Five Wits said: 
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“Yes, Everyman, hurry and make yourself ready for death. 
There is no emperor, king, duke, nor baron, who from God 
has a commission like the least, humblest, and lowliest priest 
in the world has. For of the blessed, pure, and benign 
sacraments, even the least, humblest, and lowliest priest in 
the world bears the keys and thereby has the cure needed to 
redeem Humankind.  

“This cure is always sure, which God for our soul’s medicine 
gave us out of His heart with great pain, here in this 
transitory life for thee and me.  

“The blessed sacraments are seven in number:  

“The first three are baptism, confirmation, and ordination to 
priesthood.  

“The fourth is the sacrament of God’s precious flesh and 
blood: the Eucharist. 

“The fifth, sixth, and seventh are marriage, the holy extreme 
unction [Last Rites], and penance. 

“These seven sacraments are good to remember; they are 
gracious sacraments of high divinity.” 

Everyman said, “Eagerly would I receive that holy body of 
the Eucharist, and I will go humbly and meekly to my 
spiritual father.”  

Five Wits said: 

“Everyman, that is the best thing that you can do. God will 
bring you to salvation, for priesthood exceeds everything 
else.  

“To all of us they teach holy scripture, and they convert 
Humankind from sin so Humankind can reach Heaven.  

“God has given to priests more power than to any angel who 
is in Heaven.  
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“With five words a priest may consecrate God’s body in 
flesh and blood, and he handles his Maker between his hands 
when he holds the consecrated bread and wine.” 

When a priest says, “Hoc est enim corpus meum” (“This is 
my very body”) in a Mass, the bread of the Eucharist is 
converted into the body of Christ. 

When a priest says, “Hic est enim calix sanguinis mei” 
(“This is the very cup of my blood”) in a Mass, the wine of 
the Eucharist is converted into the blood of Christ. 

Five Wits continued: 

“The priest binds and unbinds all bands — shackles — both 
on Earth and in Heaven.” 

Matthew 16:19 states, “And I will give unto thee the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” (King James 
Version). 

Five Wits continued: 

“The priest administers all the seven sacraments.  

“Though we kiss thy feet, thou are worthy of it.  

“Thou, priest, are the surgeon who cures deadly sin.  

“No remedy may we find under God, except all that come 
only from the priesthood.  

“Everyman, God gave priests that dignity, and God sets them 
in His stead — as His representative — among us. Thus in 
degree and place they are above the angels.” 

Everyman went to the Priest to receive the last sacraments.  

Knowledge said: 
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“If the priests are good, all you say is surely true.  

“But when Jesus hanged on the cross with great pain, there 
He gave us out of his blessed heart the same sacraments in 
great torment. He — that omnipotent Lord — did not sell 
them to us.  

“Therefore, Saint Peter the Apostle says that all they who 
buy or sell God their Savior or who take or count any money 
have Jesus’ curse.” 

The sin of simony is the buying and selling of church offices 
and spiritual benefits for money. In Acts 8, Peter and John 
were using one of the gifts of God: the laying on of hands to 
convey the Holy Spirit. A man named Simon Magus was 
impressed by this and wanted to pay Peter and John money 
to teach him how to do that. Of course, Peter and John were 
insulted because the laying on of hands to convey the Holy 
Spirit is a free gift of God and is not for sale.  

Knowledge continued: 

“Sinful priests give the sinners bad examples. Their children 
sit by other men’s fires, I have heard, and some bad priests 
haunt and frequent women’s company, with unclean life, as 
lusts of lechery.” 

Catholic priests are not supposed to commit adultery and 
make men’s wives pregnant, and Catholic priests are not 
supposed to have wives or to lead lustful lives.  

Knowledge continued: 

“These bad priests are made blind with sin.”  

Five Wits said: 

“I trust to God that we may find no such bad priests.  

“Therefore, let us honor priests and follow their doctrine for 
our soul’s succor and assistance. 
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“We are their sheep, and they are shepherds by whom we all 
are kept in security, free from danger. 

“Silence! For yonder I see Everyman coming here. He has 
made true satisfaction for his sins.” 

Everyman had atoned for his sins by sincerely repenting 
them and by receiving the necessary sacraments, including 
the Last Rites.  

“I think that it is he, indeed,” Good Deeds said. 

Everyman returned, carrying a crucifix. 

He said: 

“Now may Jesus greatly help you!  

“I have received the sacrament for my redemption [the 
Eucharist], and then I received my extreme unction [Last 
Rites]. Blessed be all they who counselled me to take it.  

“And now, friends, let us go without longer delay. 

“I thank God that you have waited so long for me.  

“Now each of you set your hand on this cross, and quickly 
follow me. I go before, I lead, and there is where I would be. 

“May God be our guide.” 

All of them grasped the crucifix in turn.  

“Everyman, we will not go away from you, until you have 
finished this long journey,” Strength said.  

“I, Discretion, will stay by you also,” Discretion said.  

“And although this pilgrimage may be never so strong, I will 
never part from you,” Knowledge said. “Everyman, I will be 
as loyal to thee as ever I was to Judas Maccabee.” 
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The Maccabees organized and led the revolt against the 
Seleucid ruler Antiochus IV Epiphanes. They also 
reconsecrated the defiled Temple of Jerusalem.  

The Maccabees had important victories, but in 160 B.C.E., 
Judas [sometimes called Judah] Maccabee died in the battle 
of Elasa. 

Hanukkah, aka Chanukah, celebrates the recovery 
of Jerusalem and the rededication of the Second Temple, 
both of which were accomplished at the beginning of 
the Maccabean Revolt. 
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CHAPTER 5 

Summary: Now that he has made his account book ready, 
Everyman goes close to his grave, accompanied by Strength, 
Discretion, Beauty, and Five Wits, and by Knowledge and 
Good Deeds. Strength, Discretion, Beauty, and Five Wits 
leave him, but Strength and Good Deeds go all the way to 
Everyman’s grave. Everyman then dies and goes to meet 
God. He is accompanied only by Good Deeds. An Angel 
appears and speaks to Knowledge. 

Accompanied by Strength, Discretion, Beauty, and Five 
Wits, by Knowledge, and by Good Deeds, Everyman went 
close to his grave. 

He said: 

“Alas! I am so faint that I may not stand; my limbs fold under 
me. 

“Friends, let us not return to this land for all the world’s gold, 
for into this cave — this grave — I must creep, and return to 
the earth, and to sleep there.” 

“What! Into this grave? Alas!” Beauty said.  

“Yes, there you shall decay more and less — entirely,” 
Everyman said.  

“And what, should I smother here?” Beauty asked.  

“Yes, by my faith, and you shall never more appear,” 
Everyman said. “In this world we shall live no more, but in 
Heaven we shall live in the presence of the highest Lord of 
all.”  

“I cross out and cancel all this,” Beauty said. “Adieu, by 
Saint John. I take my tap in my lap — that is, I will pack up 
— and I will be gone.” 
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Beauty had promised to accompany Everyman only until the 
hour of his death. This was that hour. But Everyman had 
hoped that Beauty would continue to remain with him. 

“What, Beauty?” Everyman asked. “To where will you go?” 

“Silence!” Beauty said. “I am deaf to anything you say. I 
won’t look behind me, not even if thou would give me all 
the gold in thy chest.”  

Beauty exited. 

Everyman said: 

“Alas! To what and whom may I trust?  

“Beauty goes quickly away from me. 

“She promised to live and die with me.”  

Strength said, “Everyman, I will also forsake and deny thee. 
I don’t like thy undertaking at all.” 

Everyman said:  

“Why, will all of you forsake me? 

“Strength, wait a little space of time.”  

Strength said, “No, sir, by the rood — the cross — of grace, 
I will hurry away from thee quickly, even though thou weep 
to thy heart until it bursts.”  

Everyman said, “You would stay forever by me, you said.” 

Strength said, “Yes, I have conveyed and accompanied you 
far enough. You are old enough, I understand, to take on 
yourself your pilgrimage. I regret that I came here.”  

Everyman said, “Strength, I am to blame because you are 
displeased. Will you break your promise that is a debt that is 
owed to me?”  



 52 

Strength said, “In faith, I don’t care about breaking my oath. 
Thou are only a fool to complain. You expend your speech 
and waste your brain. Go, thrust thyself into the ground.” 

Strength exited. 

Everyman said: 

“I had thought for sure I would have found you dependable. 
He who trusts in his Strength is deceived in the end. 

“Both Strength and Beauty have forsaken me, yet they made 
fair and loving promises to me.”  

Discretion said, “Everyman, I will follow Strength and be 
gone. As for me, I will leave you alone.”  

“Why, Discretion, will you forsake me?” Everyman asked.  

Discretion answered, “Yes, indeed, I will go away from thee, 
for when Strength goes before, I follow after forevermore.” 

Everyman said, “Yet, I ask thee, for love of the Trinity, to 
look in my grave once out of pity.” 

Discretion said: 

“No, so near to thy grave I will not come.  

“Farewell, everyone.” 

Discretion followed Strength and exited. 

Everyman said: 

“O, all things fail us, except God alone.  

Beauty, Strength, and Discretion have failed me, for when 
Death blows his blast, they all run away from me very fast.” 

The Five Wits said, “Everyman, I take my leave of thee now. 
I will follow the others, for here I forsake thee.”  
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“Alas!” Everyman said. “Then I may wail and weep, for I 
took you for my best friend.” 

“I will no longer look after thee,” the Five Wits said. “Now 
farewell, and there is an end.” 

The Five Wits exited. 

“O, Jesus, help!” Everyman said. “All have forsaken me.” 

Good Deeds said, “No, Everyman, I will stay with thee. I 
will not forsake thee indeed. Thou shall find that I am a good 
friend in your need.”  

Everyman said: 

“I give you great thanks, Good Deeds. Now I may see my 
true friends.  

“They — the others — have forsaken me, every one of them. 
I loved them better than my good deeds alone.  

“Knowledge, will you forsake me also?” 

“Yes, Everyman, when you shall go to death,” Knowledge 
said. “But for no manner of danger will I leave you before 
then.” 

Knowledge would stay until Everyman died, even if doing 
so would put Knowledge in danger.  

Everyman said, “I give you great thanks, Knowledge, with 
all my heart.” 

Knowledge said, “I will not depart from here until I see 
where you shall go.”  

Knowledge would stay until Everyman died, and then 
Knowledge would stay longer until he learned where 
Everyman went: to Heaven or to Hell. 

Everyman said: 
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“I think — alas! — that I must be gone to make my 
reckoning, and to pay my debts, for I see that my time on 
Earth is almost spent away.  

“Use this as an example, all you who hear or see or read this, 
of how they whom I love best forsake me, except my Good 
Deeds, who remains with me like a true friend.”  

Good Deeds said: 

“All earthly things are only vanity. 

“Beauty, Strength, and Discretion do forsake Humankind, as 
do foolish friends and kinsmen, who spoke fair words.” 

Five Wits had also forsaken Humankind. 

Good Deeds continued: 

“All flee Humankind at his death except Good Deeds, and I 
am Good Deeds.” 

Knowledge was still present. 

Everyman prayed, “Have mercy on me, God most mighty, 
and stand by me, thou mother and maiden: Mary.” 

A maiden is a virgin. The Virgin Mary gave birth to Jesus. 

“Fear not, I will speak for thee,” Good Deeds said.  

“Here I cry, may God have mercy!” Everyman said.  

Good Deeds prayed, “Shorten our end and diminish our pain. 
Let us go, and never come back again.” 

Everyman prayed: 

“Into thy hands, Lord, I commit my soul with a prayer. 

“Receive and accept it, Lord, so that it is not lost.  
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“As thou redeemed me, so defend me, and save me from the 
fiend’s — Satan’s — boast, so that I may appear with that 
blessed multitude of those who shall be saved at the Day of 
Doom: the Judgment Day. 

“In manus tuas, most mighty One, forever commendo 
spiritum meum.” 

The Latin, which is from Luke 23:46 of the Vulgate Bible, 
states, “Into thy hands I commend [commit] my spirit.” 

The Vulgate Bible is a late-fourth-century Latin translation 
of the Bible. Saint Jerome did much of the translation. 

Everyman and Good Deeds sank into the grave. 

Knowledge said: 

“Now that Everyman has suffered that which we all shall 
endure, Good Deeds shall make all safe, sure, and secure for 
him.  

“Now that Everyman has made his ending, I think that I hear 
the angels sing and make great joy and melody, 
where Everyman’s soul shall be received.” 

An Angel entered the scene and said to Knowledge: 

“Come, excellent elect spouse to Jesus, here above thou shall 
go because of thy singular virtue.” 

The word “elect” means chosen by God for salvation.  

In medieval theology, the soul was the spouse to Jesus. The 
soul is symbolically married to God. 

The Angel continued speaking to Knowledge: 

“Now that the soul is taken from the body, thy reckoning is 
crystal clear. Now thou shall go into the Heavenly sphere, 
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the place where all of you who live well shall come after the 
Day of Doom [the Day of Judgment].” 

Knowledge and the Angel exited. 

Knowledge is Awareness of One’s Sins and How to Repent 
Them. 

Knowledge has helped save many people, and Knowledge 
belongs in Paradise.  
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EPILOGUE 

A Doctor of Theology entered the scene and said to you, the 
audience:  

“This moral all men may have in mind:  

“You hearers, old and young, take it as worth hearing. 

“Forsake Pride, for Pride deceives you in the end. 

“Remember: Beauty, Five Wits, Strength, and Discretion all 
at the last moment of life forsake every man.  

A man’s Good Deeds are the exception. These the dead man 
takes to Judgment Day. 

“But beware, if a man’s Good Deeds are small, the dead man 
has no help at all before God.  

“No excuse may be made there on Judgment Day for any 
man.  

“Alas, what shall the dead man do then? For after death no 
man may make amends because then mercy and pity forsake 
him. 

“If his reckoning is not clear of sin, when he does come, God 
will say, Ite, maledicti, in ignem eternum.” 

The Latin, which is from Matthew 25:41 of the Vulgate 
Bible, means, “Go, accursed, into everlasting fire.” 

The Doctor of Theology continued: 

“But he who has his account whole and sound shall be 
crowned high in Heaven. 

“To that place may God bring us all, so that we may live 
body and soul together. 

“The Trinity, help us to get there.” 
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On Judgment Day, souls are reunited with their body. 

The Doctor of Theology concluded: 

“Amen, say you, for Saint Charity.” 

THUS ENDS THIS MORAL PLAY OF EVERYMAN.   
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— NOTES — 

The Seven Deadly Sins, Part 1 

This is an excerpt from my book Dante’s Purgatory: A 
Retelling in Prose: 

Dante and Virgil climbed the steps, and Virgil said 
to Dante, “Ask the angel now, humbly, to turn the 
keys and let us through the gate.” 

Dante knelt and begged the angel to let him and his 
companion through the gate.  

First, the angel carved with his sword seven P’s on 
Dante’s forehead and told Dante, “Make sure that 
you heal these seven wounds as you journey up the 
mountain.” 

The angel thought, The P is an abbreviation for 
Peccatum, the Latin word for “sin.” All who journey 
up the mountain will heal seven wounds. Pride is the 
foundation of all sins; pride makes a person think 
that he or she is the center of the universe. These are 
the seven wounds, and these are illustrations of how 
these sinners think: 

1) Pride — A sinner who is guilty of Pride thinks, “I 
am the center of the universe, and I am better than 
other people. Quite simply, I am more important than 
other people.” 

2) Envy — A sinner who is guilty of Envy thinks, “I 
am the center of the universe, and if you have 
something I want, I envy you.” 

3) Wrath — A sinner who is guilty of Wrath thinks, 
“Because I am the center of the universe, everything 
ought to go my way, and when it does not, I get 
angry.” 
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4) Sloth — A sinner who is guilty of Sloth thinks, “I 
am the center of the universe, so I don’t have to work 
at something. Either other people can do my work for 
me, or they can give me credit for work I have not 
done because if I had done the work, I would have 
done it excellently.” 

5) Avariciousness and Prodigality — A sinner who is 
guilty of Avariciousness or Prodigality thinks, “I am 
the center of the universe, so I deserve to have what 
I want. If I want money, I get money and never spend 
it, or if I want the things that money can buy, then I 
spend every penny I can make or borrow to get what 
I want. Either way, I deserve to have what I want.” 

6) Gluttony — A sinner who is guilty of Gluttony 
thinks, “I am the center of the universe, so I deserve 
these three extra pieces of pie every night. This is my 
reward for myself for being so fabulous.” 

7) Lust — A sinner who is guilty of Lust thinks, “I am 
the center of the universe, so my needs take 
precedence over the needs of everyone else. If I want 
to get laid, it’s OK if I lie to get someone in the sack 
and never call that person afterward. My sexual 
pleasure is more important than the hurt of someone 
who realizes that he or she has been used.” 

As saved souls climb the mountain, they will purge 
each of these deadly sins. They will learn some 
examples of the sins and they will learn some 
examples of the virtues that are opposed to the sins 
[…]. 

The Seven Deadly Sins, Part 2 

Many of the sinners in the Inferno believe themselves to be 
the center of the universe. According to Dante’s cosmology, 
the Earth is the center of the universe. Circle #9 of the 
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inferno is at the center of the Earth. Lucifer is at the center 
of the Circle 9. 

What is at the exact center of the universe? I know. It is 
inside Lucifer. The exact center of the universe is that place 
where food is not food anymore. 

Five Wits 

Here is some information from Wikipedia: 

In the time of William Shakespeare, there were 
commonly reckoned to be five wits and five senses. 
The five wits were sometimes taken to be synonymous 
with the five senses, but were otherwise also known 
and regarded as the five inward wits, distinguishing 
them from the five senses, which were the five 
outward wits.  

Much of this conflation has resulted from changes in 
meaning. In Early Modern English, “wit” and 
“sense” overlapped in meaning. Both could mean a 
faculty of perception (although this sense dropped 
from the word “wit” during the 17th century). Thus 
“five wits” and “five senses” could describe both 
groups of wits/senses, the inward and the outward, 
although the common distinction, where it was made, 
was “five wits” for the inward and “five senses” for 
the outward. […] 

The “inward” wits 

Stephen Hawes’ poem Graunde Amoure shows that 
the five (inward) wits were “common wit”, 
“imagination”, “fantasy”, “estimation”, and 
“memory”. “Common wit” corresponds to 
Aristotle’s concept of common sense (sensus 
communis), and “estimation” roughly corresponds 
to the modern notion of instinct.  
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Shakespeare himself refers to these wits several 
times, in Romeo and Juliet (Act I, scene 4, and Act II, 
scene iv), King Lear (Act III, scene iv), Much Ado 
About Nothing (Act I, scene i, 55), and Twelfth Night 
(Act IV, scene ii, 92). He distinguished between the 
five wits and the five senses, as can be seen from 
Sonnet 141.  

The five wits are derived from the faculties of the soul 
that Aristotle describes in De Anima.  

The inward wits are part of medieval psychological 
thought. Geoffrey Chaucer translated Boethius’ 
Consolation of Philosophy into Middle English. 
According to Chaucer’s translation, 
“ymaginacioun” is the most basic internal faculty of 
perception. One can, with the imagination, call to 
mind the image of an object, either one directly 
experienced or a purely imaginary fabrication. 
Above that comes “resoun”, by which such images 
of individual objects are related to the universal 
classes to which they belong. Above that comes 
“intelligence”, which relates the universal classes to 
eternal “symple forme” (akin to a Platonic ideal). 
Humans are thus “sensible”, “ymaginable”, and 
“reasonable” (i.e. capable of sensing, imagination, 
and reason, as defined), all three of which feed into 
memory. (Intelligence is the sole remit of Divine 
Providence.)  

To that quartet is also added “phantasia”, a creative 
facet of imagination. A famous example of this is 
given by Augustine, who distinguishes between 
imagining Carthage, from memory (since he had 
been there), and imagining Alexandria, a pure 
fantasy image of a place that he had never been to.  
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Source of Above: “Five wits.” Wikipedia. Accessed 26 
January 2023  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Five_wits  

NOTE: Possibly, “estimation” is “judgment” rather than 
“instinct.” 

Seven Sacraments 

For Your Information: 

The 7 Sacraments celebrated in the Catholic Church 
are Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, Penance and 
Reconciliation, Anointing of the Sick, Holy Orders, 
and Matrimony. They are divided into three 
categories: Sacrament of Initiation, Sacraments of 
Healing, and Sacraments at the Service of 
Communion. 

Source of Above: 

Allie Johnston, “The 7 Sacraments of the Catholic Church.” 
Sadlier Religion Blog. 2 May 2021 

https://www.sadlier.com/religion/blog/the-7-sacraments-of-
the-catholic-church  

Simony 

Simony is the selling or buying of church offices or spiritual 
benefits. 

For example, if I want to be the Bishop of a city, I could go 
to a corrupt Pope in the Middle Ages and pay money to 
become Bishop. This was a major problem and led to reform 
in the church, although periodic reform was occasionally 
needed in Dante’s day, as well as in other times. 
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Sinners could also buy indulgences. The belief was that by 
paying money, the sinner would not be punished for certain 
sins. It is buying forgiveness of sin with money. 

We read about Simon Magus in Acts 8. Peter and John are 
using one of the gifts of God: the laying on of hands to 
convey the Holy Spirit. Simon Magus is impressed by this 
and wants to pay Peter and John money to teach him how to 
do that. Of course, Peter and John are insulted because the 
laying on of hands to convey the Holy Spirit is a free gift of 
God and is not for sale (Acts 8.20-23; King James Version): 

20: But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with 
thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God 
may be purchased with money. 

21: Thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter: for 
thy heart is not right in the sight of God. 

22: Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray 
God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be 
forgiven thee. 

23: For I perceive that thou art in the gall of 
bitterness, and in the bond of iniquity. 

The apocryphal Acts of Peter tells us about Simon Magus’ 
death. Simon became a magician, and he learned to fly. Saint 
Peter prays for Simon to fall out of the sky, and he does fall. 
(By the way, magus means “magician,” and apocryphal 
means “of questionable or doubtful authenticity or 
authorship.”) 

In the third bolgia of Circle 8 in Dante’s Inferno, the 
Simonists (who buy or sell church offices or spiritual 
benefits for money), including several popes, are punished. 
The Simonists are upside down in holes resembling 
baptismal fonts, and flames dance on their feet. Several 
things are going on here. First, the sinners are upside down 
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because they placed things upside down in the living world 
— they placed material things before spiritual things, thus 
upsetting their proper order. Second, when Dante speaks 
with Pope Nicholas III, he is like a confessor by the side of 
an assassin who is soon to be buried alive upside down — 
Nicholas III will be pushed deeper into the hole when Pope 
Boniface VIII arrives in a few years. Third, we see a parody 
of Pentecost, when flames danced on the heads of the 
followers of Jesus. Finally, we see a parody of baptism, 
when water should be splashed on the head of the person 
being baptized. One thing to note in Canto 19 is that Dante 
the Pilgrim is in full agreement with Dante the Poet that 
these sinners richly deserve their punishment. 

(Dante the Pilgrim is the Dante in the Divine Comedy; he is 
naïve and is still learning things. Dante the Poet is the older 
Dante who has experienced everything that Dante the 
Pilgrim is still experiencing in the Divine Comedy.)  

Hannukah, aka Chanukah 

For Your Information: 

The miracle of the one-day supply of oil miraculously 
lasting eight days is described in the Talmud, 
committed to writing about 600 years after the events 
described in the books of Maccabees. The Talmud 
says that after the forces of Antiochus IV had been 
driven from the Temple, the Maccabees discovered 
that almost all of the ritual olive oil had been 
profaned. They found only a single container that 
was still sealed by the High Priest, with enough oil 
to keep the menorah in the Temple lit for a single day. 
They used this, yet it burned for eight days (the time 
it took to have new oil pressed and made ready). 

Source: “Hannukah.” Wikipedia. Accessed 26 January 
2023 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanukkah  

Heaven and Hell 

People going to Heaven drink from two streams.  

One stream is called Lethe, which means “oblivion.” 
Drinking from the water of the Lethe has the power to erase 
the memory of sin’s sting when its water is drunk. You may 
remember your sins, but you will know that they have been 
forgiven, and you will rejoice and be happy that they have 
been forgiven. Gone will be the pain of the knowledge that 
you have sinned.  

The other stream is called “Eunoë,” which means “well 
minded” or “good memory,” and it also has a special power. 
Drinking from the water of the Eunoë will restore the 
knowledge of every good deed that you have ever done. 

We can imagine that in Hell one forgets every good deed that 
one has done, and that in Hell one remembers in great detail 
every bad deed that one has committed and the harm that 
resulted from it. 
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PETER SINGER): THE ARGUMENT TO ASSIST 

• What are “absolute poverty” and “absolute affluence”? 

Absolute poverty is when you can’t provide yourself and 
your dependents with the necessities of life: food, shelter, 
and clothing. Many people in third-world nations suffer from 
absolute poverty. 

Absolute affluence is when you have a significant amount of 
income above what is needed to provide yourself and your 
dependents with the necessities of life. Many people in 
Europe, North America, and Asia have absolute affluence. 

Part of Singer’s point is that people in first-world nations 
don’t do enough to help people in third-world nations. This 
comes out in his discussion of the percentage of GNP [Gross 
National Product] that first-world nations spend on 
developmental assistance to third-world nations. 

• What causes absolute poverty? 

Singer believes that the World produces enough food to feed 
its population. (The Vatican agrees with this.) One problem 
is that we feed grain to cattle and other animals. This is an 
inefficient use of protein and food, as it takes a lot of pounds 
of grain to produce one pound of animal protein. If we were 
to become vegetarians, this would make a lot of grain 
available for purposes other than feeding cattle. 

In general, Singer believes that the problem is one of 
distribution, not of production. The world produces enough 
food, but it isn’t distributed to those who need it. 

In addition, there may be economic exploitation of third-
world countries by first-world countries. 
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• Is it a consequence of my spending money on a luxury 
item that someone in the third world dies? 

According to Singer and consequentialism, yes. If you don’t 
buy the luxury item and instead use the money to feed a 
starving person and save his life, then you have done a good 
thing. But if you do buy a luxury item and don’t use the 
money to save the life of a person in a third-world nation, 
then you have done a bad thing. What you do with your 
money is up to you, but you are responsible for the 
consequences of your actions. 

• What is the “non-consequentialist view of 
responsibility”? (A theory of rights with an appended 
distinction between acts and omissions — killing and 
letting die.) 

According to a non-consequentialist view of responsibility, 
I can spend my money on a luxury item as long as my action 
does not leave the person in the third-world nation worse off 
than he was before. In other words, there is a distinction 
between killing and letting die. If I murder a person in a 
third-world nation by shooting him with a gun, then I am 
responsible for that person’s death, but if that person dies 
because I didn’t give money to charity, then I am not 
responsible for that person’s death. 

• Why does Singer think we ought to reject the “non-
consequentialist view of responsibility”? 

Singer thinks that it is an individual theory, based on people 
living separately in a state of nature. However, Singer knows 
that we are social creatures and that many of our 
accomplishments have come about because we are social 
creatures.  

• Explain how Singer arrives at the conclusion that “We 
ought to prevent some absolute poverty.” What 
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“plausible principle” does he use to get his argument 
started? 

Singer uses an analogy. On his walk to work is an 
ornamental pond. Suppose he were to see a child drowning 
in the pool. Shouldn’t he rescue the child even if it is 
inconvenient to him? For example, even if he has to get his 
pants dirty and be late for a lecture, wouldn’t we think that 
he ought to rescue the child? Of course we do. Singer 
believes that this situation is analogous to helping a person 
in a third-world nation. 

The plausible principle he arrives at is this: “If something is 
in our power to prevent something bad from happening, 
without thereby sacrificing anything of comparable moral 
significance, we ought to do it.” 

• Singer says that this plausible principle will please 
consequentialists, but non-consequentialists should 
accept it, too. Who does he have in mind here and why 
should they accept it? Why is the “plausible principle” 
not open to many of the standard counterexamples to 
consequentialism? 

Non-consequentialists will be pleased with the theory 
because of the part in the middle: “If something is in our 
power to prevent something bad from happening, without 
thereby sacrificing anything of comparable moral 
significance, we ought to do it.” As Kantians know, things 
other than consequences are important; for example, keeping 
promises, not lying, etc. This plausible principle does not 
require us to lie or break a promise if doing so will have a 
good consequence. 

• What would happen if we took Singer’s argument 
seriously and began to live our lives by it? 

It would have a big impact on our lives. We would give 
much, much more money to charity. Instead of having a 
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second car or a second home, we would give the money to 
charity (if you think that saving someone’s life is more 
important than having a second car or a second home). 

• Can we escape our obligation to help by saying that we 
ought to take care of our own first? 

We will not let our own family fall into absolute poverty 
while we help others. To do so would mean sacrificing 
something of comparable moral significance. However, we 
need to recognize that other people need help and that 
absolute poverty mainly exists in the poor nations. 

• Can we escape our obligation to help by appealing to 
property rights? 

Singer thinks that the theory of property rights leaves too 
much to chance. For example, you may be rich or poor 
because of chance. If you are born into a wealthy family, you 
will be rich. If you are born into a poor family, you will be 
poor. If you didn’t know which family you would be born 
into ahead of time, wouldn’t you hope that the rich would 
share with the poor? 

• What is triage, and what is the argument that tries to 
show that we ought to adopt it as a policy toward the poor 
countries? 

Triage is a way of dealing with the wounded in wartime and 
emergencies when medical resources are limited. The 
wounded are divided into three groups: 1) those who will 
probably get better without medical assistance, 2) those who 
will probably get better with medical assistance, and 3) those 
who will probably not get better with medical assistance, 
Because medical resources are limited, the idea is to make 
the best use of them by focusing on people in the middle 
group. That way, the greatest number of people will live. 



 71 

People who make use of this argument believe that the world 
is like a lifeboat. If too many get on the lifeboat, it will sink 
and everyone will die. Therefore, we should focus on 
helping only those we think it possible to save without 
thereby jeopardizing ourselves. In this way of reasoning, 
people think that if we help the poorest of the poor, we will 
only be setting up conditions for even more people to die in 
the future. People will live to have lots of children, and the 
children will die. 

• What is a “demographic transition”? What role does it 
play in Singer's argument against triage? 

As countries become affluent, there is a demographic 
transition. Instead of having lots of children because so many 
die in infancy, people begin to have fewer children. Because 
of this, we need not be setting up conditions for even greater 
misery in the future. Singer does say, however, that we need 
to consider population growth in the kind of aid we give, and 
that we ought to give the kinds of aid that lead to the desired 
demographic transition. 

• What kinds of aid ought we to give? 

We ought to give the kinds of aid that will result in the 
desired demographic transition. Instead of simply giving 
away food, we might instead educate farmers about how to 
grow more plentiful crops or we might give away food-
producing animals. 

Notes:  

The quotations by Peter Singer that appear in this essay are 
from his Practical Ethics (Cambridge, New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 1980). 

A 20 January 2022 article titled “Extreme Poverty Has Been 
Sharply Cut. What Has Changed?” in The New York Times 
stated: “Bottom line: The U.N. goal was met. By 2015, the 
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share of the world’s population living in extreme poverty fell 
to 12 percent from 36 percent in 1990, a steep decline in just 
two and a half decades.” 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/12/02/world/global-
poverty-united-nations.html  

Actions by governments and economic growth were 
responsible for most of the decline in extreme poverty. 
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BIBLE VERSES ABOUT GOOD DEEDS 

(King James Version) 

Proverbs 3:27-28 states: 

27 Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it 
is in the power of thine hand to do it. 

28 Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, and to 
morrow I will give; when thou hast it by thee. 

Matthew 25:40 states: 

40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

Galatians 6:9-10 states: 

9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we 
shall reap, if we faint not. 

10 As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all 
men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. 

1 Timothy 6:17-18 states: 

17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not 
highminded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living 
God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy; 

18 That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready 
to distribute, willing to communicate; 

Titus 3:8 states: 

8 This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou 
affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God 
might be careful to maintain good works. These things are 
good and profitable unto men. 



 74 

Hebrews 10:24 states: 

24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and 
to good works: 

Hebrews 13:16 states: 

16 But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with 
such sacrifices God is well pleased. 

James 2:14-17 states: 

14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he 
hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him? 

15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 

16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye 
warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those 
things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? 

17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 

Matthew 5:16 states: 

16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

Matthew 5:44 states: 

44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them 
which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 
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APPENDIX A: FAIR USE 

§ 107. Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use 

Release date: 2004-04-30 

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106A, 
the fair use of a copyrighted work, including such use by 
reproduction in copies or phonorecords or by any other 
means specified by that section, for purposes such as 
criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching (including 
multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, 
is not an infringement of copyright. In determining whether 
the use made of a work in any particular case is a fair use the 
factors to be considered shall include —  

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether 
such use is of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit 
educational purposes;  

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work;  

(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in 
relation to the copyrighted work as a whole; and  

(4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value 
of the copyrighted work.  

The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a 
finding of fair use if such finding is made upon consideration 
of all the above factors. 

Source of Fair Use information:  

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.html  
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APPENDIX B: ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, and on a hot 
summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl Bruce, gave birth to a boy 
— me. Unfortunately, this young married couple allowed Reuben 
Saturday, Josephine’s brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The 
Joker,” decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name me 
Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David — ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank tellers 
remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to show an ID. It can 
be fun in charades, also. When I was a counselor as a teenager at Camp 
Echoing Hills in Warsaw, Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for 
“sounds like” and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in kindergarten. 
He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald spot on the back of my 
head. My mother wouldn’t let me go to school until the bald spot grew 
out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only transplant to 
Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, and have lived all around 
Southeastern Ohio. However, I moved to Athens to go to Ohio 
University and have never left.  

At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to major in English 
or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s degree with a double major in both 
areas, then I added a Master of Arts degree in English and a Master of 
Arts degree in Philosophy. Yes, I have my MAMA degree. 

Currently, and for a long time to come (I eat fruits and veggies), I am 
spending my retirement writing books such as Nadia Comaneci: Perfect 
10, The Funniest People in Comedy, Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose, 
and William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose. 

If all goes well, I will publish one or two books a year for the rest of my 
life. (On the other hand, a good way to make God laugh is to tell Her 
your plans.) 

By the way, my sister Brenda Kennedy writes romances such as A New 
Beginning and Shattered Dreams.  
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APPENDIX C: SOME BOOKS BY DAVID BRUCE 

SOME BOOKS BY DAVID BRUCE 

(Lots of FREE eBooks) 

RETELLINGS OF A CLASSIC WORK OF LITERATURE 

Do you know a language other than English? If you do, I give you 
permission to translate any or all of my retellings, copyright your 
translation, publish or self-publish it, and keep all the royalties for 
yourself. (Do give me credit, of course, for the original retelling.) 

I would like to see my retellings of classic literature used in schools, 
so I give permission to the country of Finland (and all other 
countries) to give copies of this book to all students forever. I also 
give permission to the state of Texas (and all other states) to give 
copies of this book to all students forever. I also give permission to 
all teachers to give copies of this book to all students forever. 

Teachers need not actually teach my retellings. Teachers are 
welcome to give students copies of my eBooks as background 
material. For example, if they are teaching Homer’s Iliad and 
Odyssey, teachers are welcome to give students copies of my Virgil’s 
Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose and tell students, “Here’s another 
ancient epic you may want to read in your spare time.” 

Ben Jonson’s The Alchemist: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/731768 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZEHJnB1_5RpznJDgrdO9Fzkz0R
5nqF6n/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Arraignment, or Poetaster: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1144681 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/02/david-bruce-
ben-jonsons-the-arraignment-or-poetaster-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1S1nIEZ7fgHIyV4-
ZDozfJ4FcVUlaC13_/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: A Retelling  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/759774 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SIoalHNdD99q9jKmXO3kVvh8yd
xB4to8/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Case is Altered: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1112743 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WHn6mnGPDbZlTus6A644w0TCg
_QoNDE4/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Catiline’s Conspiracy: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1098400 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uQOLh10ExHMrx9z-P-
5qUxaHc2CQTD0x/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Devil is an Ass: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/953165 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17vGtkBruVyQ09aeFtVStum9NCix
ZtfN1/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Epicene: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1073045 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dsXMV0sZ26Y9gwFFeu_Kry1cNc
z2te6c/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Every Man in His Humor: A Retelling  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1104946 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14-
GEUj96Fxm_Oopp2YyICHPXskE8QLCp/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s Every Man Out of His Humor: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1121591 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dGmaBNTIgZ33Kk7kFWn9-
LDviAoeeLdU/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Fountain of Self-Love, or Cynthia’s Revels: A 
Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1129496 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
fdVc1npRztXd35ghACIA5SMMo060w8b/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Magnetic Lady: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1155616 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lVkWpm03vUkR69SKkXRdPomy
DBkSLDTv/view 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/07/14/david-
bruce-ben-jonsons-the-magnetic-lady-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

Ben Jonson’s The New Inn: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1081049 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13yJqpwBvx7Z-
NI7SgwQkgsEDj7UOpy3q/view?usp=sharing 
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Ben Jonson’s Sejanus’ Fall: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138210 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eC9wyTDHm8cU2DTzk7sXcP3BQ
eaYnHEe/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s The Staple of News: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1088627 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sRxzFLJWRGRzOUO_lSzscxvQc
ADrTgX4/view?usp=sharing 

Ben Jonson’s A Tale of a Tub: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1150977 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o4MRmyFhhKNhlIrItuT9vvSFXE
qXYEUX/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/2022/06/10/david-bruce-
ben-jonsons-a-tale-of-a-tub-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

Ben Jonson’s Volpone, or the Fox: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/745087 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ben-jonson-free-
pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EagmTdd7dPmGac68TiEYyOVO
Qwza5moT/view?usp=sharing 

BEN JONSON: (HARDCOVER FOR SALE) 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 

Christopher Marlowe’s Complete Plays: Retellings 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/911460 

Christopher Marlowe’s Dido, Queen of Carthage: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/871108 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WqCOjMsMUZMxvrIkJZQXLSC
T0ZiGaaeP/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus: Retellings of the 1604 A-
Text and of the 1616 B-Text 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/824058 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UubeU27eLLD5n-
ldCChu6WpSU0op30dp/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Edward II: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/904128 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dL1zOwOsQXTmBMuVvL7byFH
Svm7A_XVS/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Massacre at Paris: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/880308 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wr0cECCJNB7Y5EB7a8ZTd0nD7
ZfnY-6j/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s The Rich Jew of Malta: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/909794 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10QIuaaar9tavcxDtRcOfPnpkitZu3
AEy/view?usp=sharing 

Christopher Marlowe’s Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2: Retellings 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/890081 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vlnL66UbtvRMOWAnwTpSq12tbo
sRNrCN/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238180 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/16MC3INNAzLtjT4TqGtUmxBKY
mp6Lnc5k/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/89244 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LQ66lugwlsEX5yW1RreCHGxbj2
7Uptzm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/210951 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LCQVTO9wq7l187pyaTg5__OBM
ERuzLc4/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/238110 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ak3NNXxO0JspM2qXcM7-
FmFLR16wnkeS/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The Famous Victories of Henry V: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/781086 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yj-
AAS0oRbapdSeAw33gg6k2il78N7Yu/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of Quintus of 
Smyrna’s Posthomerica 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/287203 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hRMimR9VchgFI7q5nBKmE6udio
tCzq7c/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

George Chapman, Ben Jonson, and John Marston’s Eastward Ho! 
A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1159953 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u5IoTl0BCiUyjb9qsTRry9qqL83s
QvKC/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Arraignment of Paris: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/942964 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wP9QhCckDYb74nMjJDDVTy2R
nCTgB0ja/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Battle of Alcazar: A Retelling  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1006013 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1eUZu9AJ46GfP9bMKoBFTJ9_yG
al9ZBp_/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s David and Bathsheba, and the Tragedy of 
Absalom: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/993326 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RxPvTQl_qnKhbHAfynddd6msw
OxY3mi8/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s Edward I: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1061540 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KbKXK8nazt_KPpw9LfOi9ufZt9w
Egybs/view?usp=sharing 

George Peele’s The Old Wives’ Tale: A Retelling 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/918341 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Cnr70ydtTbXAYaihq6I_V-
3ik1sTW0Q/view?usp=sharing 

George-A-Greene, The Pinner of Wakefield: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1108197 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18MYbD9wENgFqSMC_s-
PijXsorVQguFWx/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

The History of King Leir: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/800724 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MdkCVAtxuWZrgkCNMwrJ2uDL
NDwjnFBk/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/264676 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18tiAjtd5a6Qil0FHIss2UpCEacizaij
3/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/87553 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rn5b3A6TFJngdZ_DC0daL9jZBT
oiSy-P/view?usp=sharing 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 
(HARDCOVER FOR SALE) 

J.W. Gent’s The Valiant Scot: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1163699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J4Kr3XePpMc8EEXENGUw-
BLP6jzlOnZE/view?usp=sharing 

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of Apollonius of 
Rhodes’ Argonautica 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/337653  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11fFWYrzu_YBK_Zb8aYQkYDvj5t
DjSYPw/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 
(HARDCOVER FOR SALE) 

The Jests of George Peele: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1064210 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AwIT0aSbN5pJjMu-
tqa46LoQyN3aHyL8/view?usp=sharing 

John Ford: Eight Plays Translated into Modern English 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989979 

John Ford’s The Broken Heart: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/792090 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PVkKm5BxBYE8uUY9IzcjdEQZ5i
pGmxlm/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Fancies, Chaste and Noble: A Retelling 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/989291 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19JQQmLv_b3Oy3N3yhRpQM0b5y
mAFh_zy/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lady’s Trial: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/985699 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16F0PoPepXJJAX2RBn2lVK1Apvp
6gwO9g/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Lover’s Melancholy: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/946285 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DTu7EkdqS8PEuljstF4KMnW9d3
S5CiXc/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Love’s Sacrifice: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/925020 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aE9jUQfe3e4acoJ63kIaqY57Mi9hr
Jja/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s Perkin Warbeck: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/937190 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s The Queen: A Retelling 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/930049 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GOL5rPf6lcYb-
e7ml9_BDzcFufbPjo1/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/21/david-bruce-john-
fords-the-queen-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Ford’s ’Tis Pity She’s a Whore: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/771031 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V9aUtdKeYWY6DRoVimK-
Vq6J8a6DL9JN/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

John Lyly’s Campaspe: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1175474  

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/john-lylys-loves-
metamorphosis-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/10/28/john-lylys-
campaspe-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/john-lylys-plays-
free-pdfs/ 

John Lyly’s Endymion, The Man in the Moon: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1186906  

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/john-lylys-loves-
metamorphosis-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/john-lylys-plays-
free-pdfs/ 

John Lyly’s Galatea: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1183015  
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https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/john-lylys-loves-
metamorphosis-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/john-lylys-plays-
free-pdfs/ 

John Lyly’s Love’s Metamorphosis: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1167843  

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/09/29/david-bruce-
john-lylys-loves-metamorphosis-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/john-lylys-loves-
metamorphosis-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

ttps://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/john-lylys-plays-
free-pdfs/ 

John Lyly’s Midas: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1177343  

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/11/08/david-bruce-john-
lylys-midas-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/11/08/david-bruce-
john-lylys-midas-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/john-lylys-plays-
free-pdfs/ 

John Lyly’s Mother Bombie: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1301851  

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/john-lylys-loves-
metamorphosis-a-retelling-free-pdf/  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/john-lylys-plays-
free-pdfs/ 

John Lyly’s Sappho and Phao: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1170124  

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/10/15/john-lylys-
sappho-and-phao-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/john-lylys-plays-
free-pdfs/ 

John Lyly’s The Woman in the Moon: A Retelling 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/john-lylys-plays-
free-pdfs/ 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1312920  

John Webster’s The White Devil: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1000808 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/19zCtHbfGVamswILTd8MUDWC1
pabCUEs8/view?usp=sharing 

King Edward III: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/814530 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_gqk9Es–
Qvi8EjqY_4OztVsCiVJcQ0j/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu (HARDCO
VER FOR SALE) 

Mankind: A Medieval Morality Play (A Retelling) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1323229  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/mankind-a-
medieval-morality-play-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

 

Margaret Cavendish’s An Unnatural Tragedy 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1165938 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-
margaret-cavendishs-the-unnatural-tragedy-a-retelling-free-pdf/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LTZmKC-
JAVv6b1EjsWa3VKoimLLY35VV/view?usp=sharing 
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The Merry Devil of Edmonton: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/957047 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

Robert Greene’s Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/915455 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bX1a4cbdne38rgJ2sy4A4_8SIQ_ljn
CW/view?usp=sharing 

The Taming of a Shrew: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1052341 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anonymous-
retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10FsrQNk4Z1TAbiW_5VCD303Vn
EZqR6tP/view?usp=sharing 

Tarlton’s Jests: A Retelling 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/772884 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QcGqnBsSPsRdPwctADo6DytHqZ
SyDMkG/view?usp=sharing 

The Trojan War and Its Aftermath: Four Ancient Epic Poems 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/486330 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/277646 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yl8jYM0EJwB99WnoNlZRQEIms
6UJIpFW/view?usp=sharing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/ancient-
literature-retellings-free-pdfs/ 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 
(HARDCOVER FOR SALE) 

William Shakespeare’s 5 Late Romances: Retellings in Prose  
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/724666 

William Shakespeare’s 10 Histories: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776868 

William Shakespeare’s 11 Tragedies: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/776890 

William Shakespeare’s 12 Comedies: Retellings in Prose 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/715562 

William Shakespeare’s 38 Plays: Retellings in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/777062 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/396839 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12o7eBSJGMgUC0g8SAMu0nMU2
NiACJXrf/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/502075 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qGGQ-
Lspj4Gb83sAPswNqUS4b0GRZJ1o/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/675826 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Hh1jTLrHrAKoALVcwJEbrt5aT8
pQL_zi/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/687115 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rvMb6nXxK_okkITLF_tyDGaqhu
TYVijX/view?usp=sharing 
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William Shakespeare’s 3 Henry VI, aka Henry VI, Part 3: A 
Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694202 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_jjUayHsRVJ2h2gUO1rCfGTCj7S
UFJLA/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s All’s Well that Ends Well: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/660279 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ja-
2V83BSWhghpq9AL0hhtqFWLW_bPSn/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/561440 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1G1KG2zguWBWjPuhZ5QjwLF03
kxFoPclG/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/411180 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-0v9ArsOwf-
En5qozztSS38VNXR1p1V8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/474177 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wAatX3tir_baMztNcSFMKBgtXJ3
cgvb8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Coriolanus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/651995 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1p6TclIesIQIWseyinVn1JKlaVtVdC
kyR/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Cymbeline: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/607757 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_rFv0GMVio1GWDRzKZaQPz0b
pKnmZ4gK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/521558 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1uspV57BL_sPkdiFW9CpSfe8NWq
b3Cm4T/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/494583 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pgwen6K6fAsytS-
S2yNZGLaqkshi4man/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Henry VIII: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/702433 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IKgOFql3um0hFyrvC3IIlc37YaHb
wmBb/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/417297 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11rRg9RPr0pRQXF8daiUj6jMudK
wRxNks/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King John: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/667943 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Aub_JpQL7vZQAAp5g-
34Vr7NVZyHvuKu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/549148 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kO0SpOyjHJEka1hxx0yXJ4qAg9B
f1aFV/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Love’s Labor’s Lost: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/640495 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
WidUGo3nNGJcZuFw8Qcb9G3MmPzTJQ6/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/371976 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I87NcdPFwUcR2fkAAjRQ3qDXigj
YcTQ4/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/530136 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fxyLYZse-
hVzDdDH5SzqvFysH_juUcxk/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/485384 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DvnFHudHaRpdIzALOYGWcmd
mAn-H7bdI/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/510046 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EeW_R4qKQ_jC99YXWI_1fZjWh
TAYVvwK/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/389517 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI
nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/432053 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UBJqRbLvEfExAmGTEwyasgyUI
nvNl_eW/view?usp=sharing 
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William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469501 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VrfnhPm0GYX2zcNwvWgHQ0ak9
sZ51co8/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/588726 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OnOYpIU6ttyYeDPnE2eZ9HDGa
DTKs_Pu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Richard II: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/633694 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WBbCx2hqqkeb61YNVOFm_umG
UOuER-CT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Richard III: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/598141 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jkpgFM73fq_jNSQy38OV6pNBlZ-
b8qMl/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/385811 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J8ZCJ5mBzgrW_04gxTZbw71ZA
wIIHF9A/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1He6vWJCLxqnsKe-
tAU6Kya6ZqFJec2NU/view?usp=sharing 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/424622 

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/437521 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HX0qJl1uHXVVAQOURGunZOY
rBO7_VXxC/view?usp=sharing 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2022/02/18/david-bruce-
william-shakespeares-the-tempest-a-retelling-in-prose-free-pdf/ 

William Shakespeare’s Timon of Athens: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/626171 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12T_925ZjKyv7nq6KabkDSjb5-
R25Z-Uu/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/569421 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1j2-
iaeffwqRl36PBDraU5IHZf56vIIZp/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cressida: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/617533 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VB7kp0nYIU-
7hs60mT3swV7VQoyQr0ll/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/404123 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/181NOX5-
JArXwgQEvXP_8ih_4KBVha9xw/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A Retelling 
in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/575743 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ptJBBd08TQX3Uc8DvTltF7n5hZB
Z-4-5/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s The Two Noble Kinsmen: A Retelling in 
Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/712849 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Snd6Ml_LDOm-
d36mvhLuvC3GhdbN1vBz/view?usp=sharing 
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William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in Prose  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539561 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KudUVwHQ4Cly2KlW_scQLkRSg
1rkoE9C/view?usp=sharing 

OTHER FICTION 

Candide’s Two Girlfriends (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/247531 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adult) 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/249299 

Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/306009 

I Want to Die — Or Fight Back 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/83479  

“School Legend: A Short Story” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1123252 

“Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage” 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 

CHILDREN’S BIOGRAPHY 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96982 

PERSONAL FINANCE 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/469305 

MISCELLANEUS 

Mark Twain Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/347339 
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VtYT38kPY5vETr3hehGpoGJNm
xfyBe6Z/view?usp=sharing 

David Bruce Autobiography: My Life and Hard Times, or Down 
and Out in Athens, Ohio 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1151084 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/david-bruce-
autobiography/ 

Problem-Solving 101: Can You Solve the Problem? 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/140660 

Why I Support Same-Sex Civil Marriage 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34568 Problem-Solving 
101 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

How Can I Write My Own Anecdote Books? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Writing Tips: How to Write Easier and Better 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

ANECDOTE COLLECTIONS 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/  

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/anecdote-
collections-free-pdfs/  

250 Anecdotes About Opera 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/310277 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106782 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106861 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

250 Music Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/427367 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105419 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

Boredom is Anti-Life: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/156495 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97814 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/159914 
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https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98030 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98364 

Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/254240 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98212 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99002 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99313 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/  

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105652 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/  

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/105939 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/99159 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/  

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/98588 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108542 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108809 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108821 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108830 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/10/01/david-bruce-
the-funniest-people-in-families-volume-4-free-pdf/  

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108841 
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https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108857 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34647 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100442 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100473 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/  

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/100544 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/  

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106442 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/  

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108060 
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https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/  

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107239 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107576 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/106234 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/104257 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107847 

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108564 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/34822 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/35011 
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Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97550 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108582 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108392 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108398 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, Volume 3: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108422 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107097 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/107857 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108598 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/108801 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/209963 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/97267 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/anecdote-collections-free-
pdfs/ 
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Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/96869 

PHILOSOPHY FOR THE MASSES 

Philosophy for the Masses: Ethics 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374071 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mdBXcfY2lH6vgADeulvt9cWT2SF
pz8g1/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Metaphysics and More 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/374629 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WZhGfAFWyX3Mpt4kIWIyma1I
pGx33WdH/view?usp=sharing 

Philosophy for the Masses: Religion 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/376026 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/10Pkuj2HT64Ug5oq6dy3fc5oqnnVA
Fi7I/view?usp=sharing 

DISCUSSION GUIDE SERIES 

Dante’s Inferno: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/342391 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1M2z6Zbu3o9_OyyXknGEPk5tdi1
Wd_Seg/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Paradise: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/345337 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/159XB9XjoLI_MIu_uPTRHHk06dh
podFFM/view?usp=sharing 

Dante’s Purgatory: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/344723 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1aulgBdF_j99fVDHA7sKM8-
PLIwdxSeik/view?usp=sharing 
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Forrest Carter’s The Education of Little Tree: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340944 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/11Nnku03582-
Gpm5SEny7_6TZEh0Ms7rc/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Iliad: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/364356 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1H3TxcpybiVU6hPGbQcOkCWjF9
abcOFS7/view?usp=sharing 

Homer’s Odyssey: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/360552 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1finZUZa8VuPQwij1sG6sDCY7dIV
c1GuL/view?usp=sharing 

Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352848 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-
Wl1UyZzV5pejBeTf9nOPh8trzCoNgVQ/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Maniac Magee: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339978 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FoW8aTn1UteYv0XW5GHVsDffI
DBwBy0q/view?usp=sharing 

Jerry Spinelli’s Stargirl: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/340610 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PrpIQLv3hqoXJOCLyFyHQ3cRsS
n-sSCJ/view?usp=sharing 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest Proposal”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/352048 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16DB9dbN_aNz7VeC80FV6L3yJs6v
528Mh/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Black Cauldron: A Discussion Guide 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339002 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AZZ5a7mBff4wppExYQqzqwpUcu
v4K99l/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Book of Three: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339120 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1s241wSBd8ewHJ7rhKBGgc1Yq8y-
yalu3/view?usp=sharing 

Lloyd Alexander’s The Castle of Llyr: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/338589 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14TD-
xVntjp5OLBXTRFCgiESqKGR7MjLe/view?usp=sharing 

Lois Lowry’s Number the Stars: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339720 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZWxuAJ4ey3b6ThAAe-
NQhuJiRdCvGLQP/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s Adventures of Huckleberry Finn: A Discussion 
Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/350434 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1akBOE7v83kcD2St8bL6LiwLkMFf
UP1yU/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Tom Sawyer: A Discussion 
Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/348104 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ug20zWrfNlBLWS9nNiEdmyrs_U
jfLfOu/view?usp=sharing 

Mark Twain’s A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court: A 
Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/351719 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YJdkxxMDqgGF7pkWAxfU89Nhs
4Hk2SSM/view?usp=sharing 
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Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/349030 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15kMqrEv5Rgd3zF_EQxPBZe_gHy
eVIuv2/view?usp=sharing 

Nancy Garden’s Annie on My Mind: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/339564 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18_deuffaKLmwyQaGNw6L5PiAW
fB3toWn/view?usp=sharing 

Nicholas Sparks’ A Walk to Remember: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356224 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1895pE6OZY60PIghndq-
CPNHZOddlig8q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil, “The Fall of Troy”: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/356868 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IjCj_82aYqWfZNWV0mto_Y9_On
-3Ko5q/view?usp=sharing 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/358529 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1B8ZGnq4bRhreb_XiDpMKFo0h6y
fJf1qF/view?usp=sharing 

Voltaire’s Candide: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/346971 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1szjHvbIzyDDWbPy2G5thKnFFQQ
MLKWMT/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355953 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DFL-
yQfv139eXfSzDAfOThaXXEFQgz2x/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Discussion Guide 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354870 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xbds9Cd_73RQYM_MmjaBXv_55
WeeRKVZ/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A 
Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/355465 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TzraO0e2K4w0IoDVC4iCTEgE0h
P1POcz/view?usp=sharing 

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/354231 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1g8wOAiimFRLoOF5-
348OhwkbO7U0KnT7/view?usp=sharing 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/353345 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ExUHB07gYOd5SMBjXHQg00VA
hDLJotKj/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

GOOD DEEDS SERIES (PLURAL) 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qQ-
aJ4kjGQti20c3G2CPm1zile51Yd-5/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h1ZaZEixmzjGLHI5_57AwTFuQ0
2g8lL3/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/12iOTDEzHV6P576LGAijcPQgpt1o
gax0R/view?usp=sharing 
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https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 4 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z0-CAMz-
4ulX29CAIHNU16Z912eNqt-v/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Y7DlPdu-
eZwA23gEHPT2YWMT0W5r8eu7/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zHZv2iTHQnbVY0n_LihTWXKO
vUr4_hyr/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FSCTtviio4xrX7e07-
OuAgYpxmWlIPuk/view?usp=sharing 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com/4 

*** 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 1 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GfiQMNnQ4G0CHGt1AZQQIPO
DV596k30j/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 2 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OHcETsSaWbIhFPIZWeW0laO6
mdHVbcph/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 3 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XZCFlAWhtXPnf35OGlUoh991i05
D0Bs0/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 4 



 111 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Cj8yIDLmFFG6dGzLpoVE3RrQ3
-LhKV0d/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 5 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LxqLrwm898Chg3mnRY2NiGZA4
FkFdOXR/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 6 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PmAxX5C-
viQF0GfIpsM7mTtsyQ9lfm8J/view?usp=sharing 

You’ve Got to Be Kind: Volume 7 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bq_SmSf4rsWdtqA7p0kN9tJ5ip3g
qEht/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FqbObI95XKwIr1QWn0lBFDSNsI
ENTR9B/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QWF5bRarJBauD7Qdb-
_99K9UuQBL_fZ7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gUUA4ms-
CX7BvVlOaNmpYswPN-eBfKIa/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BXLhqmY1qOEaF4u5IMRpSCm7
H6jy2mj_/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Pks6XXM4T-
r_r4cBBSmUIlP0jARS8i-0/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ohXsEp79jwf8OdlIXI7I3nPIotjX5
wWb/view?usp=sharing 
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The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each Other (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_orz__RY0T3A-
kpa7fpbS8koDwp0I91p/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 1) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13X4KOLTIvPVwSBo1ijX0aJABB8
wbgZyT/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 2) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wbRuc4G0EdFeM4UVWk6LwbxD
KkF19T2s/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 3) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ksyO9KnAJ6yGpK5CNMY12Ry9
HTQ9vxm1/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 4) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NuAM7qAb_XLRGHxUTMLrm2
PhOfjU7Fk8/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 5) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T5HB-
AwL4S61aj4lLK3K5Q0ulgQbarR7/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 6) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PYx6MyYI9YY_RKCv3nUZnENw
v0jIxfRn/view?usp=sharing 

The Kindest People: Heroes and Good Samaritans (Volume 7) 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1I8aphNRXnok_slWALv8s8TjJ344s
ZVml/view?usp=sharing 

*** 

IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes 
and Opinions) 

It’s a Wonderful World: Volumes 1-7 
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https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/690 

*** 

THE RELATIONSHIP BOOKS SERIES 

The Relationship Books (Volumes 1-8) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/674 

*** 

BE KIND AND BE USEFUL SERIES (Stories and Anecdotes and 
Opinions) 

Be Kind and Be Useful: Volumes 1-5) 

https://wordpress.com/page/davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.c
om/686 

*** 

BRUCE’S MUSIC RECOMMENDATIONS SERIES 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-8 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/04/26/bruces-
music-recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volume 9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/2022/05/16/bruces-
music-recomendations-volume-9/ 

Bruce’s Music Recommendations: Volumes 1-9 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com/music-
recommendations-free-pdfs/ 

*** 

davidbruceblog #1 

http://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/ 

davidbruceblog #2 

https://davidbrucemusic.wordpress.com 
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davidbruceblog #3 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com 

davidbruceblog #4 

https://davidbruceblog4.wordpress.com 

David Bruce Books: Free PDFs 

davidbrucebooks: EDUCATE YOURSELF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com 

Anecdotes, Arts, Books, and Music 

https://anecdotesandmusic.wordpress.com 

George Peele: English Dramatist 

https://georgepeeleenglishdramatist.wordpress.com 

David Bruce’s Books at Blogspot 

https://davidbrucebooks.blogspot.com 

David Bruce’s Books at WIX 

https://bruceb22.wixsite.com/website/blog 

David Bruce’s Books at Smashwords 

http://www.smashwords.com/profile/view/bruceb 

David Bruce’s Books at Apple Books 

https://itunes.apple.com/ie/artist/david-bruce/id81470634 

David Bruce’s Books at Kobo 

https://www.kobo.com/us/en/search?query=david%20bruce&fcsea
rchfield=Author 

David Bruce’s Books at Barnes and Noble 

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/s/%22David%20Bruce%22;jsess
ionid=D4DEC0519518F94804E91EDDBB9A431F.prodny_store02-
atgap06?Ntk=P_key_Contributor_List&Ns=P_Sales_Rank&Ntx=
mode+matchall 
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David Bruce’s Books at Lulu 

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/brucebATohioDOTedu 

TEACHING STUFF 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

COMPOSITION PROJECTS 

Composition Project: Writing an Autobiographical Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138445 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

William Sleator’s Oddballs: A Discussion Guide 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Argument Paper with Research 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Employee Manual 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing an Evaluation or Review 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Famous-Plagiarist/Fabulist Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Hero-of-Human-Rights Essay 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/481598 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Interview About On-the-Job Writing 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Manual 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Media Opinion Essay 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Problem-Solving Letter 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/1138745 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Progress Report 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Proposal for a Long Project 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/david-
bruce-writing-tips-how-to-write-easier-and-faster-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Composition Project: Writing a Resume, List of References, and 
Job-Application Letter 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/2022/06/18/comp
osition-project-writing-a-resume-list-of-references-and-job-
application-letter-free-pdf/ 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/composition-
projects/ 

Composition Project: The Set of Instructions 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW DO I 

How Do I Write Humor and Satire? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write the Introductory Memo Assignment? 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How Do I Write a Resume, List of References, and Job-Application 
Letter 
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https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

HOW TO TEACH 
 
How to Teach the Autobiographical Essay Composition Project in 
9 Classes 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/487660 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Famous-Plagiarist Research Report Composition 
Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Manual Composition Project in 8 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

How to Teach the Resume, Job-Application Letter, and List of 
References Composition Project in 6 Classes 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

FREE WRITING HANDOUTS 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 1 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 2 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

Free Writing Handouts with Anecdotes: Volume 3 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/teaching-guides/ 

DANTE INFERNO HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-inferno-
haiku.pdf  

DANTE PURGATORY HAIKU PDF 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/dante-
purgatory-haiku-pdf.pdf 

DANTE PARADISE HAIKU PDF 
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https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/dante-paradise-
haiku.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #1 through #10 (Free PDFs) 

https://davidbruceblog.wordpress.com/patreon/ 

davidbrucehaiku #11 

https://davidbrucemusic.files.wordpress.com/2018/10/davidbruceh
aiku-11.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #12 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/01/davidbrucehaiku
-12.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #13 

https://cosplayvideos.wordpress.com/2019/04/08/davidbrucehaiku-
13/ 

https://cosplayvideos.files.wordpress.com/2019/04/davidbrucehaiku
13.pdf 

davidbrucehaiku #14 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #15 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

davidbrucehaiku #16 

https://davidbruceblog429065578.wordpress.com/davidbrucehaiku/ 

Academic Writing 

Bruce, David. “Teaching Problem-Solving Through Scenarios.” 
Classroom Notes Plus: A Quarterly of Teaching Ideas. April 2004. 

Bruce, Bruce David, David Stewart, and H. Gene Blocker. 
Instructor’s Manual and Test Bank for Stewart and Blocker’s 
Fundamentals of Philosophy, 5th edition. Upper Saddle River, New 
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2001. 



 119 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 8th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2000. 

Bruce, Bruce David, and Michael Vengrin. Study Guide for Robert 
Paul Wolff’s About Philosophy, 7th edition. Upper Saddle River, 
New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1998. 

Bruce, Bruce David. Study Guide for David Stewart and H. Gene 
Blocker’s Fundamentals of Philosophy, 4th edition. Upper Saddle 
River, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1996. 

Humorous Quizzes 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 21. 
No. 2. Spring 2005. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Tenors.” The Opera Quarterly. 
Vol. 20. No. 4. Autumn 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: Sopranos.” The Opera Quarterly. 
Vol. 20. No. 3. Summer 2004. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
52:1. No. 252. Spring 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Quarterly Quiz: More Singer Anecdotes.” The 
Opera Quarterly. Vol. 18. No. 1. Winter 2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 
2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. February 
2002. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. November 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
51:1/2. Nos. 248-249. Spring/Summer 2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. June/July 
2001. 

Bruce, David. “Mystery Quiz.” International Gymnast. March 
2001. 
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Bruce, David. “Quarterly Singer Quiz.” The Opera Quarterly. Vol. 
16. No. 4. Autumn 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Shakespeare Quiz.” The Shakespeare Newsletter. 
50:1. No. 244. Spring 2000. 

Bruce, David. “Dancer Quiz.” Attitude: The Dancers’ Magazine. 
Vol. 14, No. 3. Fall/Winter 1999. 

Some Books by Brenda Kennedy (My Sister) 

The Forgotten Trilogy  

Book One: Forgetting the Past 

Book Two: Living for Today 

Book Three: Seeking the Future 

The Learning to Live Trilogy 

Book One: Learning to Live 

Book Two: Learning to Trust 

Book Three: Learning to Love 

The Starting Over Trilogy  

Book One: A New Beginning 

Book Two: Saving Angel 

Book Three: Destined to Love 

The Freedom Trilogy 

Book One: Shattered Dreams 

Book Two: Broken Lives 

Book Three: Mending Hearts 

The Fighting to Survive Trilogy 

Round One: A Life Worth Fighting 

Round Two: Against the Odds 

Round Three: One Last Fight  
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The Rose Farm Trilogy 

Book One: Forever Country 

Book Two: Country Life 

Book Three: Country Love  

Books in the Seashell Island Stand-alone Series 

Book One: Home on Seashell Island (Free) 

Book Two: Christmas on Seashell Island 

Book Three: Living on Seashell Island 

Book Four: Moving to Seashell Island 

Book Five: Returning to Seashell Island 

Books in the Pineapple Grove Cozy Murder Mystery Stand-alone 
Series 

Book One: Murder Behind the Coffeehouse 

Books in the Montgomery Wine Stand-alone Series 

Book One: A Place to Call Home 

Book Two: In Search of Happiness… coming soon 

Stand-alone books in the “Another Round of Laughter Series” 
written by Brenda and some of her siblings: Carla Evans, Martha 
Farmer, Rosa Jones, and David Bruce. 

Cupcakes Are Not a Diet Food (Free) 

Kids Are Not Always Angels 

Aging Is Not for Sissies 

NOTE for below books: These books are the first books of series 
and end in cliffhangers. 

FORGETTING THE PAST 

https://www.amazon.com/Forgetting-Past-Forgotten-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01GQELEYY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 
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https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/641664 

FOREVER COUNTRY 

https://www.amazon.com/Forever-Country-Rose-Farm-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B017OMNPZS/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/591247 

A NEW BEGINNING 

https://www.amazon.com/Beginning-Starting-Over-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B00JHQC25Y/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/426321 

LEARNING TO LIVE 

https://www.amazon.com/Learning-Live-Trilogy-Book-
ebook/dp/B01N0XZ0ZL/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/694489 

A LIFE WORTH FIGHTING 

https://www.amazon.com/Life-Worth-Fighting-Survive-Trilogy-
ebook/dp/B00WY8OR4Q/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/539553 

SHATTERED DREAMS 
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https://www.amazon.com/Shattered-Dreams-Freedom-Trilogy-
Book-ebook/dp/B00PF0ROUY/ref=asap_bc?ie=UTF8 

 Also free here: 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/493939 

THIS IS A FREE STANDALONE BOOK: HOME ON 
SEASHELL ISLAND 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B076Y1VTCV/ref=dbs_a_def
_rwt_bibl_vppi_i14 

Also free here:  

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

https://www.smashwords.com/books/view/755692 

 


